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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR! ! ! ! ! ! SHEILA SMITH
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Mark Brown
Thomas & Sandra Griebe
Frederick Miller 

New Lifetime Members

 Nancy Austin   Vani Katta & Ken Gray
Jim Hartwig                    Mike & Marie Martinko
   Sue Segel

As I sit here on this rainy first day of Fall putting finishing 
touches on the October Ray, I can’t help but think of how fast 
the four months since I was elected Ray editor have passed.   

We’ve revived both the Spotlight Feature and the Meeting 
Minutes (Microinterviews) that used to run regularly in the Ray.  

I love these features because they’re all about you and you are what makes the club 
special.  

I also have plans to start a new feature, but I need your help.  A lot of what goes on 
in the club isn’t  just the planned classes and events that make it onto the monthly 
calendar, but the more spontaneous outings that get posted on the Yahoo site.  We 
all joined the club to meet more people that we could get outside and play with.  
Last minute hikes at Proud Lake, and kayak rolling practice at Kensington,and XC 
skiing at Huron Meadows are just as big a part of why we join as classes and 
weekend long camping trips.  These activities don’t get much recognition at the 
General Meetings, but I want to recognize them here in the Ray.  

And here’s how you can help.  Next time you get a few of your SOLAR friends 
together for a hike or other spontaneous activity, drop us a line at 
solarrayeditor@solaroutdoors.com.  Let us know who came and how it went.  
Maybe send us a snapshot and we’ll feature your event in the Ray!
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Words to Wander By

Autumn is a second spring 
when every leaf is a flower.
Albert Camus

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_camus.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_camus.html
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MANISTEE RIVER TRIP- FLEXIBILITY PAYS OFF! ! ! BY CINDY TAYLOR

This trip was originally offered by Jim Coe and 
was supposed to be a hike and paddle along 
the Manistee River.   Unfortunately, there 
weren’t enough members interested in 
paddling to make it worthwhile for the outfitter 
so Jim had to cancel the trip.  Since I had 
really been looking forward to the trip and 
needed to get away for some camping and 
hiking, I decided to go anyway and invited 
SOLAR members to come along with me.   
Fortunately six others decided to join me on 
the trip.  

While I promoted this as a backpacking trip, it 
was that and much more.  Some people hiked, 
some paddled, and one biked.  All in all it 
turned into a very enjoyable weekend.  Friday 
night, Lynn Dubay, Mike Hubbard, Heidi 
Tietjen, and I met at the Red Bridge 
Campground where we camped for the night.  
Pete and Sharon Lamb arrived the day 
before and had already canoed the Pine River 
on Friday.  They were camping elsewhere 
Friday night, although they did join us for an 
hour or so at the Red Bridge Campground.  
Mark Mirzoian showed up there also for a 
little bit, but headed off to camp with Pete & 
Sharon so he could help them shuttle their car 
for canoeing on Saturday.  Saturday morning, 
after parking our cars at the trail head, Lynn, 
Heidi and I hiked up the North Country Trail 
side of the Manistee River.  Mike took off on 
his bike for a day of mountain biking.  We ran 
into him a couple times on the trail.  We were 
all planning to meet at Seaton Creek 
Campground, which is at the north end of the 
Manistee River Trail, but we were prepared 
with food and shelter in case we were not able 
to meet there.  The temperatures were on the 
warm side, but fortunately, not the 90+ temps 
we had in July.  

Lynn, Heidi, and I were extremely happy to 
see Pete and Sharon when they met us on the 
trail close to camp.  They said it was about 
another mile or so to the campground That 
last mile was a killer and it seemed like three.  
When we finally made it to the campground, 
everyone was already there.  Mark had gotten 
us a nice campsite and some wood for a fire.  
He also had some wine and cold beer to share 
with us, not to mention a comfy hammock all 
set up.  Once at camp, some of us went for a 
swim in the Manistee River.  It felt so good to 
cool down and get clean!  We all had dinner 
together, then sat around a campfire (another 
luxury).  We even had a picnic table.  I guess 
you can’t really call it backpacking, but none of 
us were complaining.  I really appreciated the 
cold beer Mark shared with me.  I was starting 
to think that I could get used to this kind of 
backpacking!  Seaton Creek is a very nice 
campground and was well worth the extra 
miles--mainly because of the good company.

Sunday morning, we packed up and headed 
south on the Manistee River Trail back to Red 
Bridge Campground.  Pete & Sharon enjoyed 
a leisurely day, before heading home.  Mike 
did some more mountain biking and had 
parked the car at the campground, saving us a 
mile or so of hiking.  We were very 
appreciative!  We spent a little time cooling off 
in the river at the boat ramp next to the 
campground, then headed for home.  

I think everyone really enjoyed the weekend--I 
know I did.  It was the typical SOLAR 
experience, which I always enjoy.  I want to 
thank Jim Coe for planting the seed that grew.  
This trip wouldn’t have happened if it weren’t 
for Jim!
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Shortly after getting back to 
camp it started to rain.  But 
being SOLARites, we were all 
prepared with rain gear...

SOLAR Meeting Minute: Microinterviews
We asked attendees of the September General Meeting at Colony Hall:
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SPOTLIGHT ON TIM DAVIS
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Basic Land Navigation 
 
You will learn: 

Map reading / Terrain visualization Taking & plotting compass bearings 
Navigation strategies The “Three Norths” & Declination 
Primitive Navigation (time permitting) 
 

You will be participating in a cross-country route finding exercise. 
 

This class is a prerequisite for the Advanced Land Navigation class, which 
focuses on GPS.  GPS is not covered at all in this class. 
 

Cost:  $50.00  Includes:  Does NOT include: 
Book State Park Permit 
Cabin Meals 
Handouts/Maps 

 

When/Where: 
Wednesday, October 5th, 6:30 PM-9:00 PM – Berkley Community Center 
Wednesday, October 12th, 6:30 PM-9:00 PM – Berkley Community Center 
Wednesday, October 19th, 6:30 PM-9:00 PM – Berkley Community Center 
Saturday, October 22nd (9 AM - 6 PM) & Sunday, October 23rd (9 AM - 4 PM) - Waterloo Recreation Area 

 

Due to the cumulative nature of the material covered, no "excused absences" are possible - students must attend all 
evening classes and both days of the practical. 
 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Contact: Jeff McWilliams, E-mail (preferred): jeff.mcwilliams@gmail.com. Phone: 248-321-1987 
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K T O B E R F EST! 

Saturday October 22, 2011 
The party begins at 6 pm 

  
-- 

falling leaves, cooler weather, and Oktoberfest! 
 

 We will have brats and sauerkraut. 
 Bring a dish to pass (think German or another ethnic dish). 
 
favorite Oktoberfest beer or wine. 

 We have wood gathered for a great bonfire, weather 
permitting.  

 Bring your camp chair. 
 Bring any photos you want to share from recent travels, 
either in print or on a CD.    

 Play euchre or just visit with friends. 
 

We hope to see you there.  Please RSVP so we have enough brats! 
 

RSVP and Location: 
 

2619 Pinckney Road 
Howell, MI 48843 
(810) 523-0132 
cmcririe@sbcglobal.net     
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Saturday, December 17 

6:30pm - 10pm 
Vera Morris, 

vem4@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Step into a Christmas card from the past and wander the candle-lit 
paths of Greenfield Village for a magical experience. 
most popular holiday event in the area! 
 
Program Highlights 

 Visit Santa with his live reindeer at the Robert Frost House  
 Bonfires  
 A real ice rink: Skates will be available for loan  
 Fabulous fireworks finale and sing-along 
 Horse-drawn wagon and Model T rides  
 Skilled artisan demonstrations  
 Live musical performances including: the Christie Street Carolers, the Main 
Street Carolers, the Dodworth Saxhorn Band, the Festival Singers, Neil 
Woodward, Picks & Sticks Stringband, Ranka Mulkern, the Livonia Civic Chorus, 
the Greenfield Carolers, and the 1st Michigan Colonial Fife & Drum Corps  

 6 enchanting holiday vignettes including a great photo-op  
 Strolling costumed presenters  
 4 performance stages with nonstop events  
 6 delightful holiday shops  
 7 food stops 

Because it sells out quickly, I need to take sign ups early, as the tickets need to be 
purchased well in advance (I have no way of knowing just how fast!).  If you are 
interested please let me know  sign up by October 4th and I will purchase the tickets at 
a member discounted price.   After that date, it may be difficult to get tickets. The 
discounted tickets are $14.50 for ages 13 & up, $12.75 for ages 5-12, and children 4 & 
under are free.  Cash payment at meeting preferred but you can pay via check to 
SOLAR or on Meetup: http://www.meetup.com/SOLAR-Outdoors/events/34251892/ !



 
SOLAR OCTOBER 2011 CALENDAR 

www.SolarOutdoors.org 

                Winner of the September Activity Organizer Drawing: Cindy Taylor, NCT-Manistee River Trip 
 

SOLAR MEETINGS AND PROGRAMS  
10/4 Tues Monthly Meeting 7:30 pm Colony Hall Chuck Smith SolarPresident@SolarOutdoors.org 

 
Program: Tips for Organizing a Class or 
Activity 

Colony Hall Christine Pawyl SolarPrograms@SolarOutdoors.org 

10/25 Tues Steering Committee Meeting, 7:30 pm TBD Chuck Smith SolarPresident@SolarOutdoors.org 

11/1 Tues Monthly Meeting 7:30 pm Colony Hall Chuck Smith SolarPresident@SolarOutdoors.org 

 
Program: Updates from the Steering 
Committee 

Colony Hall Christine Pawyl SolarPrograms@SolarOutdoors.org .org 

11/29 Tues Steering Committee Meeting, 7:30 pm TBD Chuck Smith SolarPresident@SolarOutdoors.org 

12/6 Tues Monthly Meeting 7:30 pm Colony Hall Chuck Smith SolarPresident@SolarOutdoors.org 

 Program: Winter Gear Swap Colony Hall Christine Pawyl SolarPrograms@SolarOutdoors.org 

11/29 Tues Steering Committee Meeting, 7:30 pm TBD Chuck Smith SolarPresident@SolarOutdoors.org 

SOLAR RAY DEADLINES 
10/14 Fri November SOLAR Ray Deadline  Sheila Smith SolarRayEditor@SolarOutdoors.org 

11/18 Fri December SOLAR Ray Deadline  Sheila Smith SolarRayEditor@SolarOutdoors.org 

12/16 Fri January SOLAR Ray Deadline  Sheila Smith SolarRayEditor@SolarOutdoors.org 

ACTIVITIES 
10/8-9 Wknd Green Timbers Backpacking Weekend Vanderbilt, MI Wendy Wernet hoppiefrog12@hotmail.com 

10/8 Sat Wine Tasting and Making Party Rochester, MI Mary Donohue mldonahue824@gmail.com 

10/15-16 Wknd Jordan River Pathway Backpacking Trip Alba, MI Allen Duncan aduncan85@gmail.com 

10/15 Sat 
SOLAR Stair Stars Kick-Off Potluck and 
Training Session 

Bloomer Park, Rochester 
Hills, MI 

Mary Donahue mldonahue824@gmail.com 

10/15, 
11/12 

Sat Moonlight Canoeing 
Proud Lake State Rec 
Area, Milford, MI 

Margaret Martin mpluscat@yahoo.com 

10/16 Sun Explore the New Lion Habitat at the Zoo Royal Oak, MI Carol McCririe cmccririe@sbcglobal.net 

10/22 Sat Oktoberfest Party Howell, MI Carol McCririe cmccririe@sbcglobal.net 

10/27-30 Multi Otter Creek Wilderness Backpacking Trip 
Monongahela National 
Forest, WV 

Gary Benninger benninger@comcast.net 

12/2 Fri Annual Holiday Party Colony Hall Christine Pawyl SolarPrograms@solaroutdoors.org 

12/17 Sat Holiday Nights at Greenfield Village Dearborn, MI Vera Morris Vem4@yahoo.com 

CLASSES 
10/7-9   Wknd Basic Backpacking Practical Pictured Rocks  Carol McCririe cmccririe@sbcglobal.net 

10/5, 12, 
19, 22-23 

Wed, 
Wknd 

Basic Land Navigation 
Berkley Community 
Center, Waterloo State 
Rec Area 

Jeff McWilliams jeff.mcwilliams@gmail.com 

11/30; 
12/7, 14; 

1/4,’14-15, 
18, 21, 25; 

2/3-5 

Wed, 
Sat, 

Wknd 
Enjoying Michigan Winters 

Schoolcraft 
College/Northville, 
Waterloo State Rec Area, 
Pigeon River 

Allen Duncan aduncan85@gmail.com 

SOLAR HAS A NO-REFUND POLICY.  IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND AN ACTIVITY, YOU MAY “SELL YOUR SPOT" TO ANOTHER CLUB MEMBER 

Click to get 
the details on 
Meetup.com! 



  !

SOLAR
33228 W. 12 Mile Road

P.O. Box 220

Farmington Hills, MI 48334
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Visit our website at www.solaroutdoors.org
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