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Into every life, a little snow will fall.
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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR! ! ! ! ! ! SHEILA SMITH
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Ahh.... Fall is drawing to a close and winter’s on it’s blustery way, 
as the winds of the last few days and the articles in this month’s 
Ray remind us.  Heidi Tietjen writes a lovely article on one last 
fall hike in Ohio(p. 3), while Karen Sauble’s article on the Otter 
Creek trip (cover story, p. 1) shows us how winter can sneak up 

on us at anytime up here in the cold north, a great reason to add to Cindy Taylor’s 
pitch for EMW(p.4).

On page 11, we have a new feature to showcase the more spontaneous outings that 
are at the center of the SOLAR culture.  I hope you’ll enjoy reading about these, 
and joining in whenever the mood strikes you!  This is why its great to have friends 
who like to be outdoors.

And with that we bid adieu to 2011 with wishes for an even better 2012!

** A special welcome to 
Jerry and Artemae, 
members # 500 and 501!



 !

! PAGE 3

+",,-.%/".0%12##"34%5"$('%6"0)7(",%+7#'.0%&"89:"89)(*%;#):% 23%U#)+)%")#"V#,

<#)(%=">"#*7%47@%)%A48%>7%4%
:45F6%5>I?%>98I5>==<7F%<7%8;6%
B45L%,>D6L265%A97A;<76%4A%
B6%:>>?6@%4I5>AA%8;6%D4::63%8>%
8;6%2456%8566A%>7%8;6%H4I<7F%
A:>=6%47@%8;6%I:645%2:96%A?<6A%
42>D6%<8J%%(6%B656%8<56@%47@%
;97F53%4A%B656%L3%@>FA/%N45I>%
47@%"<::3/%B;>%B656%A8568I;6@%
>98%26A<@6%9A/%636A%I:>A6@/%>7:3%
>=67<7F%8;6L%>II4A<>74::3%8>%
56I6<D6%4%L>5A6:%>H%I;66A6%>5%
4==:6%H5>L%L3%:97I;%24FJ%%#5<7%
47@%)%4F566@%8;48%<8%@>6A7S8%F68%
L9I;%268865%8;47%8;<AJ

W";<AX%B4A%8;6%=65H6I8%B648;65%
47@%8;6%F5648%;<?6%B6%B656%
84?<7F%<7%8;6%(4376%,48<>74:%
M>56A8%<7%A>98;64A8657%!;<>J%%
$6:9I8478%8>%=98%4B43%>95%
24I?=4I?A%H>5%8;6%A64A>7/%B6%
;4@%;64@6@%@>B7%8>%8;6%!;<>%
$<D65%42>98%YZ%L<:6A%H5>L%
N45<6884/%!;<>%>7%8;6%4H8657>>7%
>H%";95A@43/%,>D6L265%OZJ%%(6%
A68%9=%I4L=%<7%8;6%I:>A6@RH>5R
8;6RA64A>7%*6<8;%$97%
$6I5648<>7%.564%I4L=F5>97@%
4:>7F%8;6%5<D65%97@65%4%25<F;8%
H9::%L>>7%47@%B656%<7%>95%
A:66=<7F%24FA%23%OO[ZZ%=LJ%%(6%
;645@%8;6%859I?%854H\<I%>7%-8486%
$86J%]%=<I?%9=%45>97@%Y[ZZ%4L%
298%K9A8%76A8:6@%H958;65%<78>%
>95%B45L%24FAJ%%N>57<7F%
B>9:@%I>L6%A>>7%67>9F;J

(6%B656%9=%645:3%47@%@5>D6%
42>98%4%;4:H%L<:6%24I?%@>B7%
8;6%5>4@%8>%8;6%854<:;64@%H>5%8;6%
$<D65%*>>=%47@%-I67<I%$<D65%
"54<:AJ%%!95%=:47%B4A%8>%;<?6%8;6%
$<D65%*>>=%"54<:%8>%8;6%,>58;%
&>97853%"54<:%A6I8<>7%:<7?<7F%9=%
8>%8;6%.5I;65A%M>5?%:>>=%8>%8;6%
7>58;J%%";6%76^8%@43%B6S@%
I>L=:686%8;6%.5I;65A%M>5?%:>>=%
47@%>7%-97@43%56;<?6%8;6%,&"%
A6I8<>7%47@%4%L<:6%>H%8;6%$*"%8>%
K><7%9=%B<8;%8;6%-I67<I%$<D65%
"54<:%8>%84?6%9A%24I?%8>%>95%I45J%%
)8%B4A%AL4::%F4L6%47@%2>B%
;978<7F%@665%A64A>7%A>%B6%;4@%
>95%2:4G6%>547F6%F645%;47@3/%4%
A;<58%H>5%#5<7%47@%4%I4=%H>5%L6J

";6%$<D65%*>>=%"54<:%A84586@%
>98%B<8;%47%9=;<::%I:<L2%47@%
F:<L=A6A%>H%8;6%!;<>%$<D65%
26:>B%9A%47@%B6%A>>7%I4L6%8>%
>95%\<5A8%5>I?%>98I5>==<7FJ%%";6%
F543%A8>76%B<8;%<8A%I>48%>H%L>AA%
47@%:<I;67%B4A%83=<I4:%>H%
A>98;657%!;<>%298%D653%
@<HH65678%H5>L%B;48%>76%\<7@A%
<7%N<I;<F47%A>%B6%L4@6%4%25<6H%
A8>=%H>5%=;>8>AJ%%(6%H>97@%
8;6A6%>98I5>==<7FA%6^I<8<7F%
47@%=;>8>RB>58;3%48%\<5A8%298%
4A%8;6%;<?6%B>56%>7%47@%>95%
6765F3%B>56%@>B7%B6%26I4L6%
2:4A_%47@%=4AA6@%23%L9I;%
L>56%A=6I84I9:45%>76A%B<8;%4%
25<6H%WU9;/%:>>?%48%8;48%>76JX

continued on p. 8



 !

! PAGE 4

Enjoying Michigan’s Winter (EMW) Class   By CINDY TAYLOR 

Did you know that there are usually two or three 
times as many instructors as students for the 
Enjoying Michigan Winters Class?  Does it make you 
wonder why?  Well if you ask those instructors, I’m 
sure they would tell you that they do it because they 
have so much fun, not only teaching, but 
participating in the practicals.  I know they would tell 
you that Pigeon River in February is an amazing 
place to be!  Many would also tell you that they never 
would have expected to be camping in winter before 
joining SOLAR.  

I am one of those instructors.  I joined SOLAR in the 
fall of 2000, just in time to take the Beginning 
Backpacking class.  When we finished the class, 
several of my classmates immediately signed up for 
Enjoying Michigan Winters.  I told them there was 
NO WAY you were going to find me camping in 
winter.  I do love the outdoors, but sleeping in the 
snow is just crazy!  

Well that’s what I said then.  In the winter of 2002, 
someone convinced me to take the class.  I don’t 
remember who and maybe it was several people, but 
I am so glad they did because I really did enjoy it.  I 
met some more great friends while learning new 
skills that I have been able to use in other sports such 
as X-Country skiing and snow shoeing.  Most 
importantly, I have learned to appreciate the beauty 
of winter and, while summer will always be my 
favorite season, I consider winter to be the most 
beautiful season of all.  I am no longer a couch potato 
in winter and I am much, much happier for it!  

If you are one of those people who doesn’t think that 
you would enjoy winter camping, you might want to 
reconsider.  You just might find that you, like me, can 
have a blast camping in winter.  

So go ahead, give it a try!

To find out more or sign up: contact Allen Duncan 
[734 276 3194] or allenduncan@aggienetwork.com 

mailto:allenduncan@aggienetwork.com
mailto:allenduncan@aggienetwork.com
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How long have you been a member of SOLAR?  
This is the end of my third year in SOLAR. I joined in 
the January 2009 meeting.

How did you learn about SOLAR? 
I heard about SOLAR from a person I had backpacked 
with once a few years ago.

What are some outdoor activities you enjoy? 
The primary activity I enjoy is backpacking, but also 
mountain biking, orienteering, winter backpacking, 
and adventure racing.

What has been your favorite trip/activity so far?  
I have done a number of backpacking trips with 
SOLARites.

What would your ideal trip be like?  
I suppose my ideal trip would be a backpacking trip to 
an exotic place.

Which classes have you taken through SOLAR? 
I've taken Basic Backpacking, Adventure Racing, 
Enjoying Michigan Winters, Wilderness First Aid, and 
probably a few I can't think of right now.

Tell us something about you that would surprise 
us!  
When I got out of Tech School a few years back I 
spent an entire summer hitchhiking to Alaska and 
bumming around up there.

Do you have any pets? Kids? Significant other?
I have a wife, three daughters who have finished high 
school, one big dog (12-year old Lab), and sort of 
another dog (a miniature long haired Dachshund, who 
is supposedly owned by my oldest daughter).

SOLAR Spotlight on

Jim Klocinski
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YOOHOO!  YAHOO!    ANYBODY UP FOR A..........?

Beautiful hike at Proud Lake on Oct. 23, 2011 
- 5.5 miles on the west side of the park, mostly 

on horse trails.  
Deep into meadows, 
hills and swamps - 
really felt like we got 
away!-  J. Hill

Pat Charbonneau, 
her brother Steve 

Hunt, and I hiked the five-mile red loop of the 
Waterloo bridle trails on Friday, October 21. 
The day was overcast but we still enjoyed the 
fall colors, especially looking out from the 

scenic overlook.  We also visited the Phyllis 
Haehnle Sanctuary to see the sandhill cranes 
coming in for their night roost.  Unfortunately 
the cranes were uncooperative and we 
only saw them from afar as they flew past 
to roost elsewhere.-  H. 
Tietjen

11/11/11 Hike at Pontiac 
Lake-  Ati Tislerics led 
at least 13 intrepid 
souls through Pontiac 
Lake SRA on this 
momentous date!

Ever wake up on a Saturday morning just itching for a hike but unsure where to go or whom to go 
with?  SOLAR is great for organized activities and we recognize  the organizers of these activities at 
the monthly meeting each month; but we also excel at spontaneous outings posted on the Yahoo! 
Group (and now the Meetup calendar as well).  We want to recognize those outings in this new 
feature in the Ray.  If you participate in or organize any of these, drop me a line (pictures are a bonus) 
at solarrayeditor@solaroutdoors.org.  We’d love to recognize your efforts and hopefully draw more 
attention to these spontaneous adventures.
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Porcupine Mountains Winter Camping 

Have you taken the Enjoying Michigan Winters class, and finished the class thinking, 
“Wait, I was just getting the hang of it!?!”   Me, too.  This trip will use those skills and 
add to them. 

When: Sunday, February 26 – Saturday, March 3;  5 days/4 nights in the backcountry. 

The plan is to start from the west end of Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, 
hike in 6-8 miles along Lake Superior to the area between Little Carp and Big Carp 
rivers, base-camp there, spend three days day-hiking, building quinzees and/or goofing 
off, and hike back out.   

Cost: $200 per person includes backcountry permits, 2 nights lodging, and gas. 

Prerequisites: Enjoying Michigan Winters class, other intangibles.  This trip is intended 
to be quite challenging, so for the good of the group and my own peace of mind I will be 
cautious about who I welcome aboard. 

Group size will be limited to six initially; that could (and hopefully will) increase if there 
is enough interest from people with winter camping experience beyond the EMW class. 

Things I’m looking forward to about this trip 
(results may vary!): 

 Building a quinzee, now that I think I know 
what I’m doing 
 Listening to the silence of a winter wilderness 
 Snow deeper than I’ve ever seen before 
 Frozen waterfalls 
 Seeing Lake Superior in its least hospitable 
season 
 Stargazing in a clear winter sky 
 Challenging myself to do something a bit 
outside my comfort zone 
 Having a great adventure to look forward to,  
all winter long! 

Interested?  Want more information?   
Contact: Ati Tislerics, atisleri@umich.edu,  
313-794-0164 
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