Bttention Bl Baddlers!

It's the 14" Annual DeFrance/Albin Canoe Outing!

Come join the fun on September 5-7th, This year promises to be
better than ever! The event starts on Friday when you arrive to
late night card games, setting up by feel, and sitting aroundthe .
campfire or on our bug-free porch. On Saturday morning,
we provide (the ingredients for) breakfest as well as e
apportunitizs to go biking, hiking, swimming, volleyball and :
anything else you can imagine. Saturday night you provide a
dish to pass for the traditional "SOLAR Potluck" foilowed by .
evening hikes and swim, more cards, more campfire, and | - A
whatever else you want. Sunday morning we get up and head to
the canoe livery (for @ c.m) where we paddle down the Au
Sable river (Comins Flats to 4001 Bridge, 4-5 hrs). The cost this
year is still $25 for % of a canoe, breakfast Saturday morning,
camping in our luxurious forest, and access to amenities like our
top of the line pit toilet facilities, (probable) running water,
microwave, stove, and the cabin in general.

If you have any questions or can't weit to sign up, L y
centact Maureen De France af 517-552-3660! o
(moedefrance@aol.com) Don't forget the sun

screen and bug juicelll This is near Hale of f of From the SOLAR Program Director

M-65 about 2 £ heurs fram Metrc Detroit, ByLonSalal
Maps at the August and September Meeting. ]

Upeoming SOLAregiam Schedule

Scptember <88 | ~ lEtJ Gear Swar
This outing is friendly to well-parented kids and Octoher - Tentgfjve- Search & Rescue
dogs. Novémber-TBD

-l

» We have had 13 years of perfect weather in a row.

(Knock on wood).

Please rote: i prﬁm willtake place at Colony Hall

immeciatcly follewing the SOLAR Business mecting




KAYAKING
CLASSES e =

Koyokingis a very fun, sofe and exciting wo'er sgon,
when proper paddling and safety fechniques areused. Micugan hasmany options
for worlduls: puddling odventres. Smallprivatelakas, fomous rivers and incredible Natinnal Sea Shores surroun
Experienzing any of these from o kayok is more than just amemorable experisnce.

Leom conrect 30dding tnd rescue tachniques from acertiied ACA kayak inst-uctor. Introdvctior 10 kayoking dosses ore listed below ond rore
advanced koyking class willbe schedvled, based ondemand.

Saturday, September 13th

—— ,
. . Y With frien
wa.igoe Qave!" - Sunday, Aggusd‘f '14Th /
o " more information cont ) /
aaret Martin m) ! ') oy
L {®cs.co

Additional tires and dales can be made available based 01ind.vidual and group needs.
Closs Times 12:00 Noon till 4:00 PM

Locatian: TBD oplionsinclude: {Cass Lake, lsland Lace, Heavaer's cr o loke of you" cho ce) Class sizz will be limited to no more than & students.
More odvanced kavak dosses canbe scheduled for advanced poddlers orgraduate students

Price: $50.00 with equipntent or $30.08 with your own equipment

All <aya<ing aquipment willbe proviced. You will receive ulisi of whot to exped andwha- youneed 1o bring. Classes will covertopics on land
anc on te wofer. Discussians ond demonsiratians relotzd to selecting o koyak to cor tepping ond t-ansporling o kayak will be overed. Easic
pocdle strakes, rescue fechrigues will be damonstroied and procticed.

The end o! the closs will incude some fun and reloxing paddi ng. Advenced rescues, Eskimotaling wr rulling Eskimos, extreme surf kayaking
und yoiny over watertalls w i1 notbe covered. .. el leastrot intha Introcuction Closs.

Al closses stheduled ara Introductary Classes. Stidenls moy sign up for more than one tlns: and hove o chance to gractice skills lzarn2d in
previous clocses. Depending on lass sizeond existing skifllevel of students,clusses can focws on spetificgroup requested skills.

Mat Do fon is on ACA certifed kayak instructor, he kayaks locally ond he hos kayeked in 4 of the Great Lukes, Calilornia, Oregon, Texcs, Florido

ond Alaska.
Contad: Matt Calton: 248-360-0031 or emsil: mdalton@ameritech.ne!
Let.ters from tae Road - Part twe
Tne Lanhe It3r State - Arter wondwring thraugh the for '

sevaral days- I found mysel’ on the Texas Gulf ccast. It was
scorcning and I was lovking for a ploce te call Fome for the
ni-e. I found a rice scenic stretch of beach acress the bay fronm
Galvwaturi. After pitching my tent and sculpturing a suctian nf a
sand dune to match my weary butt. I was content to watch the
lo=ala swim and fish in the surf. The pranise of a peaceful nite
was reassyoring. Several local families invited me to join them.
@a~bacuad ribs and carn on the ¢ob cooked aver an open fire, .
what Eliss. After tha sun retreated. the bonfire ang the To: SOLARites
cniversat.ons were exhausted, sveryone heosded for bed. The
lacals to their cottages nearby and me to my rip stop home.
Sometime 1n the niddle of the rite, my blearly eves told me it
w3s 3Jam- a local sheriff’s deputy Joke me up. She was ordering
everyone off the beach because of an appraacring storm. The
deputy also had en alternative motive. Th=ouch out the nile «
gang of thugs from Galveston were mugcing anc robbing people
camped an the beach. Why they passed by Liis suvlitary camping
biker 1 will never know- Perhaps it was tae ¢readed SOLAR patch
sgwed ONTD My colars thet svared them ofF.

Ta be continued - Sincerely- Ten Dunn




"%&... SOLAR Backpacking

Coming in September is one of SOLAR's mast popular classes, the /
beginning Backpacking Class, Beginning Backpacking teaches basics about trip planning,
equipment, food, and other backpacking issues, 11 also gives you hands on experience /

at practicals, fun times, and new friends. This class is for those of you that a) never
backpacked and have always wanted to try it. b) new members that need the class /

as a prerequisite for other advanced classes or just to meet people, or ¢} " JOMN
members whe just want a refresher or need an excuse to backpack.
Class begins September 3 and runs for five consecutive Wednesdays (3/3. BRYAN
910, 9717, 9724 and 10/1). The weekend practicals are September 20 - 21 STATE
and October 3 5. Class time is from 6 to 9 pm and will be held ar 3015C PARK -

Telegraph Rd. (between 12 and 13 mile), 3rd Reor, in Bimgham Office .
m par;(gf g ( : Dayton, Ohio
In order to get a certificate for the class, you need to participate on a CLIFTON GORGE
weekly basis and complete the entire 1” practical in September. The STATE NATURE
certificate for the class qualifies you for the Intermediate and / PRESERVE
Advanced Backpacking Classes, Wilderness Canoeing, and

Enjoying Michigan Winters. / CAMPING, HIKING,

Locations tor the classes and practicals are to be BIKING, CANOEING,
.
.

announced, however, we traditionally do our final ROCK CLIMBING, REPELLING
practical at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. Stay

tuned for final information at the August and / SEPTEMBER 12 - 14, 2003
September SCLAR meetings. / o
- The only prerequisite for the cliass is that you uro/ Come join SQO1 AR as we explora

a current paid member of SOLAR and thatyou /_ John Bryan State Park and Clifton Gorge
are interested in new experiences, new Slate Nature Preserve, Just South of Daylon,

m | Space 15 limited so sign up and pay early. 7 John Bryan is thc most scenic State Parkin westerr
' The cost of the class is $100 and Chio. The park contains aremarkable limestone gorge
tincludes a textbook, a class cut by the Litlie Miami River, which is designated as 3
_handbook. and most fees related 10 state and national Scenic River. Aportior of the gorge itself
| Practical 1 Please bring cash or a is designated as a national natural fandmark. Nature lovers
.check payable to "SOLAR™ when / €an enjoy any of the ten different trails found in the park. The
 you sign up {Sorry, 10 credie /tra:ls follow the scenic river gorge and meander through

ccards.) This wilt guarancee majestic woodlands.

‘yowir spot in the class. Crive down Friday night (3 %2 - 4 hours) and spend 2 nigh's camping
| Any questions regarding / @nd exploring. This is goingto be aloosely organized trid. Thereare 2

the class should be ct of things to do in the area. The irain plan is lo hike he lrails at Johr
I divected to Carol BRryan S_itate Park and Cli*top Gorge Stajite Nature P(egen'e. If lhe_‘re is ti'me'
| McCririe at (810) /we can bike par; of the 100 mile paved bike path thatis in nearby Little Miami

523-01320r  / SrePark
cam@ism.net, / If you wish to canoe, there are canoe llveries in the area. Also, you will need to

register with the park if you want to mck climb arrappel | will nat be hrnging rock
/ climbing geardown.

/There wil bethe traditional SOLAR (too much food) potluck on Saturday night. Theresi
/)f your meals you will be on yourown. Bringa camp stove, and rain tarp justin case).

/AII this fun can be yours for 310 aduits, $5 kids under 18 and $b dogs (mustbe on leash).

/ Interested contact
/ Leslie Cordova at (248) 547-5626 or lesliegene@av .vom

Course F




SOLAR SEPTEMBER 2003 CALENDAR

SCHOOL FOR QUTDOOR LEADERSHIP, ADVENTURE & RECREATION

SEPTEMBER 2003

2ND TLIFS. GENERAL MEETING - COLONY HALL/ S ianman@yahQo.com
PROGRAM: SOLAR Annual Gear Swap Low Szakal ljsdid449@aol.com
5-7th wknd.,  DeFrance Annual
Canae Quting Hale, Michigan Noe DeFrance moedefrance@aal.com
12-14th  Wknd.  Hiking & Biking lohn Bryan State Park, Ohio  Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
12th Sat. Rafting** Cauley River, West Virginia  Linda Hill rverwoman(@comcast.net
14th San, Canoeing?®** Shtawasee Margarat Martin minpluscaté@es cnm
SFPTFMRER CLASSES
3rd Wed,  Basic Backpacxing TB.D. Caral McCririe cam@ismi.nct
T0th Wed. Rasic: Backpac<ing TB.D. Caral McCGririe cam@i>mi.net
T3th Sat. Kayak Class T8.D. Matt Dalten mdalton@ameritech.net
17h Wed. Basic Backpac<ing TB.D. Carol McCririe cam{@ismi.nel
24h Wed.  Basic Backpac<ing TB.D. Carol McCririe cam@ismi.net
20-21st  Wknd.  Basic Backpacxing Prachical  Hinckney Caral McCririe cam@lsml.net

OCTOBER 2003

Lth Sun. Canoeing*~ Heavner, Proud Lake Carol vcCritle cam@izmi.net
7TH TUES.  GENERAL MEETING . COLONY HALL / SGUTHFIELD TOM OQLOFFQ  memountianman@yahoo.com
PROGRAM: Tentative - Search & Rescue Lou Szakal ljsdid409@aol.com
OCTOBER CLASSES
15t Wed. Basic Backpacking TE.D. Carcl McCririe cam@izmi.net
3-5th Wknd.  Basic Backpacking Practical  Fctured Rocks Carol McCririe cam@ismi.net
8th Wed,  Search & Resate Class TR.D. TJom Hayes themashayess@wideopenwest.com
15:h Wed, Search & Rescue {lass 18.D. Tom Hayes thomashavesdwideopenwest.com
22ad Wed,  Search & Resaue Class TB.D. Jom Hayes thamashaves Bwidenpenwest.com
24.26th  Wknd. Search & Rescue Fractical TB.D. Tom Hayes thomashaves@wideopenwest com

NOVEMBER 2003

4TH TUES. GENERAL MEETING - COLONY HALL / SCUTHFI TOM OLOFFO manountianman
FROGRAM: T.5.D. Lou Szakal ljsdiddd9@aol.com
7-9 wknd  Donble J) Ranrh, Halloween  Rothluny, Mi Rill Cowdin cowdin@acentiemodeling.com
L sa Boose elborwsaD00@aol.com
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Mondays Walleyball*= Westland Chip Kleinbrack  mrchip1234@aol.cem
Tharsdays Rock Climbing** Planer Rock, Pontlac Michelle Delaporte  Lasspas2@holmdi.cans
Sat, Cr Sun. Day Hiking** Locat ons Very Reggie Hayes 566-778-3589
Sat. QrSun. Day ; Nigit Hking** Locatons Very leff Canley jrgoflo@yahoo.com
Suvdays Canceing"* lacat ons Very Margaret Martm mmpluscall@@cs.com
S S b

For information on joining the SOLAR CLUB, contact Mary Price (248) 477-7547
or visit www.SOLAROUTDOORS.org
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TC PLAN AND/OR LEAD A SOLAR ACTIVITY CONTADT:
Pan RIEHL (248) 685-0367 OR PARIEMLT @NETSCAPE.NET
SOLAR has a NO-REFUND Policy, if you are unable to attend an activity you may “sell your
spot”” to another club member.
**Denotes NON-SOLAR actvities (SOLAR wilf «ol be held resporsible for these actritics).

visit our Webrite
www.solaroutdoors.org




. 2003 ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASH

Spurs’ on! The Double J) trip for

2003 is rapidly approaching!! AT DOUBLE JJ RANCH

Here's the lo-down for this years Non-Solar event {(meaning all your
friends can comz):

Date: Friday, Ncverrber 7 - Sunday, November 9
Price: $242 - $281 per person for Horseback Ridirg All Inclusive Weekend Package

Deposit: $50, ron-refundable.
Reptacements for your <pot are allowed with no penalty up to two weeks prior to arrivaj.

Inctusions: 2 nights accommodations in & basic cabin-style room with up toa 4 becs (doubles avallable on request
for couples), bonfire/hayride/comraast/haunted barn/darcine Frigay night... BreakfasULunch,’Dmnermomeback
rfidiag/ratloween party w/dancing Saturday night/Breakfast/Lunch horseback fiding on Sunday.

NOTE: Horseback riding program is an haur. Lessons are available with 3 evels of rides gcing out about four
times a day on Saturday and Sunday.

Mark the date on ycur calendar and get your deposits in if you are thinkirg about going. 1his weekend is 4 blast.
EVERYONE who has ever gone (and we mean every single person} has had a great time. We both guarantze you
will too.

Let us know if you are considering gaing. Beds can only be reserved 10 at a time, and they require deposts
withn 2 wezks. Once the 10 deposits are W, we can hold another 10 beds.

New this year...the price IS tased on supply/demand. As it gels tuser Lo the veskend, they will fil up and the
price can go 3s higk as an additional $42 pp. Wéve been told that we are probably OK frem now until
September, We'd likz to get alf our deposits in -by S'eptember 1, just to be sure.

EEEEEEE\EEeeeehQQWaaaaathh' Hcpe you can make it, J—

Lisa Boose - ﬂ_gw;g&@@gj,m / Bil Condin Cawdin@accentrerodeling.com
' Co-Leaders -Yes s that big we nesd two of us to handic it!!

SOLAH Anide Octoher 2003 Issue - Sept. 21st 16th
November 2003 Issue - Oct.

Deadline Dates: 19th Send articlesKmaﬁl mail to Stacie

December 2003 Issue - Nov.

o -
By -
Yo .

. i '
stacle Kitchen's 4 day frip, stops aleng the way 1o Coppoen Halbo
Lef* Photo: Lake Supetiorn near Paradise, M Right Photo: Ferry ide aiong the Pictuied Rocks on Lake Superiorn, Munising, M|
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SOLAR s a nan pmht clus with 400 pluy
rnaTibes Uuiveney b e alelgeniremoymen!
of faIure &nd ouidnar prcsuts,

Membership is only 840 a vear per perscn (S55
pefamily) and includas discounts 13 a8 number
of rofail outfiticrs, access ‘o club-owned
equipment, a moathly newsfetter, and a chance
o meer hungreds of otter ke -minded
advenfurers drawn togelfier by a commaon love
of pristine lakes, brealitaking vistas, virgin
forests and scenic sharehnes, and the
experiencesio be foundthare.

SOLAR Steering Committee

President Tam Cloffo Equiprent Cero: MeCritia
Vice Fresiden  |om Fayes \storian Clarles Hailzy
Secretfary Cindy Taylor Membership Mary Prce
Treasurer Feqggie Hayes Programs Leu Szakal
Activitiss Fam Rieht Pub. Refations  .lenny Lounn
By-Laws Gloria Fontaine Salar Ray Stacie 4itchan
Education Harry Price Web Master Kerl Overheul

Atlarge: MikeHanks + Mog Defrance « Al Fylak = Steve Gardner
Bill Falvingys = Cindy Harriscn-Feix = Doug Lanyk = Larry Martin
JoanRyan = Leslie Cordava

SOLAR MEETINGS
Are held the first Tuesday of
every month in Southfield at the

Colony Hall, 21780
Evergreen
(hetween 8 &9
Mile Roads)
at 7:30 p.m.
Visitors can
come for FREE!

SOLAR Steering Committee Meetings - Thz Steering Commitlee meets on the
lasi Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm. These m2etings are usually oper to lhe
general membershig. Anyone who isinterested in learing what topics are teing
discussed, ‘he decisions being made. or contempiating running for a pesition on
the Stesring Committaa, is walcome toattend. If you are interested inaltending the
Steering Commitiee Meeting, conact Tom Cloffo at (313} 3860057 or
memountainman(@yahoo.com.

SOLAR RAY is a month y publication of SOLAR and is sert fres 10 current duas-
paid membars. Il you change your address please tell Ihe membersnip chairman,
Mary Frice, n"mpricg@ametritech.net,

Submission Quidelines:
SOLAR evets have oriority over ron-club everts; events in the nexl 2 months have

priority over other events. Please subrrit allarticles end photas Lo

Stacie Kitchen, 239 E. 12 Mie Rd. Art 17, Royal Oak, Mf 4RO7S
oi call {586} 212-2335 {feavz message wiyour ph. #)

emailirg ma??%? Call me 1st - Computer s in Shop 105 3 waek,
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