SOLAR BIKE RALLY - MAY 18, 2003

Get on your bike, and head out "0 somewhere! Where? Find out as your team rides along sclving
clues to win prizes and have fun! Designed for all skill levels. Getyour ownteam of 4 orless or jain one
atthe start! Time; 9:00 AM-?? Cost of $10.00 per person. Raly starts at |sland Lake State Park.

For more information call Jonnie at (734) 398-5315 or Alan at (734) 455-9144

SOLAR COVERED BRIDGE BIKE TOUR - June 6-8, 2003

Imagine biking down dirt roads, rid ng through sma: histeric towns and visiting approximately 10
covered bridges. Or maybe stopping along a few of the 3 wineries along tre route. Cverthe weekend
you are invited to experience thase sites along a £4 mile route ({ride as little or as much as youwant.)
Cost of $25.00 per person includes 2 nights of camping. Bring a pot [uck dish for Saturday night.

Location: Ashtabula, Ohio (North2astern Ohio)

For more information call Jonnie at (734) 398-5315
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KAYAK OUT)

Kayak Class - June 28-29, 2003

Taught by Ron Smith, Black Pattot Paddling, Silver Lake
State Park, Mears, M)

$17S -with Ron'sequipmant {inclodescampsite}
$145 -‘}'our own equi{:ment (includes campsite)
The first 12 people to place their $25 deposit will
receive contirmations. Others willbe put on a waiting list, in
casc of cancellations. N¢ither the depostt nor the fee are
refundable. I'he campsites will be reservec and Rom's
services booked for the weekend. 1 cannat getrefurds Cur
the State Pack or Ran. However, you may sell your spot.
Silver Lake State Park has a beautitul day use beach in
addition to camping. Ron Sm.th will provide ail equipmemn
for those who need it. Kayak, paddle, PF'D, wet suit, ete. If
you are nsirg Ron's eqpment we need your height and
weight so that Ren can fit you for a kayak and wet suit. 2on
provides insuranze and waivers for this class, We will have
the campsites reserved for Friday night June 27 and
Saturday June 28. You can ¢heek in after 3 on Fridey ond
must check out by 1 on Sunday. You will need to buy a Siate
Park sticker, however, the site fees are included in il Class
fee, Two tents are allowed persite, twopersonsper tent. You
willreceive a reservationnumber when the depositis made,
You may make ycur zamping and silc arranzements
according to your own ﬂrcferences. Bring yvour own meals,
potluck on Saturday nighi )

Course; Basic to irtermediate kayaking skills. Kayaks,
kayaking equipment, entering and exiting a kayak, paddle
strokes, wet exits, ustng pad(Tle [ oat, reentering the Kayak
individually and with assistancc (rescues), basic tips on
weather, navigation, esk.mo rolls and abeut cnything else
ouwould like to leam. Ifthere is a speciliy skill you want 1o
fearn beyond the basics, let me or Ron know,

John Moffat, 248-515-748Y, jotnymottat’@yahos.com



MOST OF ALL GET OFF THE COUCH,
CAUSE THERES TOOO MUCH TO DO

North Manitou {sland
Backpack Memorial
Weekend

Narth Manitou Island is part of
Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes National
Lakeshote. The island has a wide
yariety ol natural beauty as weli asan
interestini human history, as
evidenced by the interesting place
aames and ruins returning to nature,
scatlered across the island. There
are 15,00 acres to explare and hike
around. The topography wvaries
considerably from low, sandy, open
dunes torugged blulfs,

Ihere is a variety of wildlife on
the island, including deer, raccouns
that will steal your lond, given the
ot:portunity and the piping plover, a
shore-bird which is on the
endangered species list, BUT NO
BEARS!!! Fishing ic permitted on
Lake Manitou, wilh a valid fishing
license.

Be prepared for a rustic

s o ..backpackin

SRR - . .
»:. EXpericnce, as you wi
s need to hang your

e food, purify your

Q" .I" Z drinking water, and

4B hring a cook stove, as

%" fires are not permitted

<7 in the wilderness area.

** Oh and by the way

there are no
oulhouses.

Cost of the Lrip is 25 for adulls
and $15 for kids 12 and under, which
wlll cover the ferry ride vver W Uw
island. The park service charges $5
per night per site far camping as well
as a $7 vehicle fee. You will be
responsible for this cosl, as it is NOT
includer in the $25 for the ferry. The

ark ranger will collect this maney
rom you on the lgland. You may
choose to take the feery over cither
Friday or Saturday at 10:00 AM
SHARP, returning Monday at 11:10
AM SHARP!I! Ferry times are subjecl
to change, please double check (he
times, as the jerry will leave withoul

vou.

Since this 1sland is very popular, Twill
be inaking the ferry rescrvations ir April,
Ihus | need everyone to pay by the April
meezing. After this time, 1f you still want
(o go, you will need to make your own
{erry reservations.

At the May meeting l will have a listof
peaple who are goingpon both the Friday
and Saturday feery. Please lake a cgry
and try 1o carpool as much as possible.
Also, sime there will be a lot of veople
going on this trip, we need to practice
minimaiimpact camping, 50 try la setup
small (less than 8 people; hiking groups.
Remember thal your group will be
responsible for their own food and
sear(staves, water filters, tents, firstad,

ear bag etc.) PLEASF COMF
PREPARED!!

If you need additienal informalion,
;Jlease contact Leslie Cordova at
lesliegene@aol.com or {248) 547-5626.

Please don't delay,
as the ferry will Hil up.

YEEE-HA!

IT'S TIME TO TAPR YOUR TOES AND STAMP YOUR FEETH
Come and jor in an ok fashioned COUNTRY HCE-DOWRN!

WHEN: Saturgay, May 31

TME- Daneing 1enm BPM - Midnight

WHERE:  LazyJRanch a Milford, Michigan
{Map on back)

COST $20.00 por persan

INCLUGES: 100+ year cid bam, caller, hayrice, ant
enoLah lun Yo krack your socks ol

YOU SHOWD :  Laysr forhayrida and dansna, bring your own drinks (iquor
atowed), Bring & dish o pass (Hors Doeuvra)

PROPZR ATTIRE PLEASE!

Come Jaln in far an evening of knee-slapping fun!
Cowboy Joc will icach and oall a variety of dances
No experience necessary!

Daon'l ferget vour dangin’® boatsl

ALl RESERVATIONS MUST BE PAID iN ADYANCE
flaase send your shack [mace ou! tc Mauraer BeF:ance! by Aol 20th {o:
Mareen Dorrance
2411 Moordande Yiaw

Howell, MI 48855
(Phone 517-552-3660)

Upcoming Programs
May- Club Elections * June-Open

At the end ¢f each SOLAR business meetng there < a rogram for
approximately 45 min o anhour. Programs vary from slide shows of
menbe:s' lips to quest speakers on outdoor topics to special club
events, 2003 programs are already filing up fast.  Upcoming
programs Icr the nex. several moats are listed below. If you ae
interested in hosling aprocram ar have ar idea for aprogram, please
contact PamRiehl at pariehl! @netscape.net. Far the opea months we
arz aurrently looking into quest epeakers on SOLAR Histary, Weather,
Archeology and Stars.

Wildflower walk

What do diichman's hreeches, spring beauties and
May apples have in common?  They are all spring
wildlowers native to Michigan. This year wo're going
1o a city nark in Holly, Ml to check out the wildflewers.
We'll meet in the parking lot at 2 PM on Saturday, May
17, 2003 and seek out the natlve wildflowers, Pleasu
dress for 1he weather, wear comfortable hik ng <hocs,
and other hikng gear. ff you haw wildfower
identification  boaks, please bring thein along.
Afie-the hike we'll head over to Dou3 Lanyk's or a pat-
luck bar-b-que. Pleasc bring a dish to pass ard
somathing to cook on the grill. Usual Lanivk house rules
apply. Directions will be available at the mecting.
For more information call Margaret at 734-
721-2821 or Doug at 248-634-4551. Cost ix
FRFEF!



SOLAR Backpacking Course

You j}onen SOLAS 10 gegir 3 litthing ot wiFEMmess adventure.

Rickt? Howaver. you have 1o adnit you can't know everything

[hEre is lu kiow aboul wilde ness ravel,  Who does? Where da

Eo_u_sta;: an ihe palh Ja enlightenment? One answe isihe SOLAR
eginning Backpacking coorse.

Ceginning Backpacking is designed tor you to learn how totravel
thraugh the woods with the canf dence thet you havs the basic
knowlecge aad skills 1c do i sately. Will ittéach you everything
?(ou willgver noed ta krow? Heck™ nol 11 will hawever, give yol
he fcundation to build ever-increasing skills and knowiedge if yoJ
sheytd so choase. It ray alse teach )fnu that life in the woods is
no! for yau. bt at 13ast you'll be richer for the exparience of having

fried it™~.

Who is Be¢inning Backpacking ior?
1. Anyonc that hopes to take mary of [h¢ p1er ceurses in SOLA3
2.¢. Wilzerness Canoeing, Evjoying M chigan Winters, Advanced
Bazkpacking & | gzdership, celea.
2. Anyene who w3ats fo increase his or he' ‘comior? zone' in the
aurdaors.
3. Anyone who wanis 0 take 3 short cut 1o meeting many other
SOLAR mem2ers, both 16w énd ofd
4. Anyane who wants to learm new {echnigues, ged and
ph losophy* ~* foetravehing through the wildernees,
S Anyang who reegds cne more excuse to spead mare time
lalk.ng aboutbackpacking and maig weckends daing it* * *©.
What an you get oul f this course?
) Equipmenlrmeus,sele(.tiunamlust.
Basic land navigation skills.
Trip plarning skil's.
Environmentet sensitivicy.

oo —

6. Criztier avoidaice.
7. Goxdtimes. l
8. Hriends.

9. Abeiter inde standing of yovrself

10 Something ihat Ehavea'twritizn down here. m
Whendoesthis coureetake place?

The clags meets for § Thu[sda?y evenin%§ in a tow. The dates are

March 27" and Agri| 3%, 107, 17" and 24" The weekend praciirals v

are April 12" & 13" and May 2°, 3" and 4". Tne first weekend is

tompulsogyt ‘
Where does the zourse take place? .
Thursday night ¢lagses take place at The 3encimare inthe cly of EEE®

Faimincton. Practical #1 will be in Anckney Slate Recreztian &rea.
Precticat #2 is scheculed for the “oist Lakes area of ‘he Hirnn

Naiona Foiest.

WARNING: &'l students musibe currenl merbers of SDLAR.

WARNING: Spaceis lirited.

WARNING: A | students musibe regisicred inadvance.

\nh#g[\rl\lgs& flegistration is avaiable at te Februzry axd March
| .

WARNING "he cost of this course is 8108 U.S. Make your checks

payableto'SOLAR'.

QLESTIZNS? Contact Michael Banks at slywoifesZcyahod.com .

*" Politically carected far a'G'rating. °

** Palilically comected for averty sensitive wimps. Not that thare is

anything wrang wi-h being 0\'&[{? sensilive arwin pish.

*** KMo knowledqe of encient Greeks wearing togas, ancient Indians o

wearing togas, ansient GChingse wearing [ogss & Haevard arofessors

wearing togas |5 essertial 1y this caurse.

: . Qwever, seeing ‘Aniral
HoUuse"several times will help poubeties 1Elate i your risiuslors. w

Snaringsens tivity. : y :
g f **** What did yoJ think was mol vating your insiruciors?

CAESAR CREEK STATE PARK - LITTLE MIAMI STATE PARK AND RIVER
JULY 3-6, 2003

Come oin SOLAR as we celebrate Ihe .uly 4th holiday. This %id and dog friendly outiig is close to home, only a 4 haur
darve, basically just South of Dayton Ohic.

Caesar Creek State Par is ighlighted by clear blue waters, scattered woodlands, meadows and steep ravines The dark
ofiers soma of the finest outdoor recreation in Southwest Chio including toating, hiking, camping and fishing. There are 43
miles of hiking wwails, 8.5 milzs of mcuntain biking trails, a lake with a 1,300 foot beach and foss | huating.  Nearby is the Little
Miami paved bike trail system with over 100 miles oftails There is also a bikerental, ice cream store ard winery nezrby. We
are going to canoce or kayak :he Littie Miam| River on Sunday and have "he t-adional pulluck dinner cn Satuicay night.

VWe willbe camping at ths GroupHarsemans's Camp withinthe par<. We wll have the entirecarrp toourselves. Thergiss
piltoilet, but norunning water. Please brrig a waler container aithyouthatyoucan fill aithe main campgound, whichalso has
shoveers,

Costis: Adult Camp and canoe $30, campand kayak $40, camponly $13
Chid Camp and canoe $20, camp and kayak $25, camp only 35
Dogs $5. notallowedin canoes orkayaks and mustbe leashed at alltimes
Ifyou are interested please contact Leslie Cordova at(248) 547-5626 or leslivgene @aol.com. It will be first pay firstgowith a
strict limit of 30 hurran participants.

Flat Water Canoe Class - June 21, 2003

With the womer weather ny thoughts are lurting to spending 1ime in my conce. Flanting and or pudd ing in the canoe is one af lif2's simple
pleasurzs. Unforiunarely for mony beginners 11 Isn‘tquite as simple us it looks, This leads ta frustralion and o redued value of yuur chill puttince.
Forfunalely for SCLARites 1he Flot Warar Canoe cassis there 3o help. We will be teaching the nomenclature of the canoe and it's nctessoties, tanae
safety, the hosic s'rokes, several ways to steer, how to keep thepeopte side up. and what 1o de if yeu end up with a canoe ful of woter. Forbegiiners
we'll get youstarizd, fer intermedictes we'll 1weak your shokeinto ballen uf moticie.

|nformation you need. Class is on af 11:00 AM on Saturdcy, June 21 2003. Lotation is ot my house in Rose Township Wichigan. 10541 Tomryn Blvd.
Holly, Ml 48442 (248)634-4351_ dslanyk(@eor-hlink.net. Cost$22.00 Class will ron until 3:10, and o potluck lunch wil' foltow.

Siuff youneed forthe class: Clothes foget el in, eye glass shraps, sunglasses, sunsceeen, ud shiopass.

We wil{orovide: {anoe's, poddles, lifejackets, bevercges, dlassnotes.

Instructors pleaseconlad me.

Non-student; ore invit2d to the potluck.




SOLAR Elections - May 6, 2003

Want to get more involved with SOLAR or help direct the futura of the club? Well, now is your chance
by running for a position or the SOLAR Steering Committee. SOLAR will hold its annuat electicns at the
May meeting for all positions. Al current dues paying members are welcome to run for the one of the
1 4-commttee pesitions. No experience is necessary- just a willingiess to make SOLAR the best outdoor

club it can be!

In addition tc the monthly membership meetings, the Steering Committee holds a club business meeting
the third Tuesday of each mon-h ir which all commitiee members cre encouraged to attend. SOLAK is @
volunteer organization and thus all Steering Committce members give their personal time to participate

in o larger way with the club.

The Steering Committee is comprised of the following positions:

A

™~

President- Oversee; monthly meetings, ficld: member questions /concerns

Vice President- Assists President and steps ir for them when necessary
Secretary- Tokes minutes at Steering Committee meetings and distributes
Treasurer- Manage; arganization finances, bank account, reimburses members
Education- Oversees all classes and provides direclion te lcad instructors

Membership- Manages membership lists, collects dues, oversees liabi ity release forms

Activities- Collects, posts and announces monthly activilies

Programs- Organizes all monthly programs held at membership meetings

Public Relations- Promotes club ul lucal events, in media and organizes members for participation in

grassrools events (i.e. National Troils Days)

SOLAR Ray Editor- Collecis articles, organizes, lays out and prints newsletter
Equipment- Stores, organizes and distributes/collects SOLAR rental equipment
Historian- Collects and stores information about the club

By-Laws Oversees club by-lows and changes

Web Master- Manages, maintains and hosts club website

If you are interested in running for a postion or have any questions, please contact or submit your nume

and the position to Pam Riehl at pariehl | @netscape.net ar 248-709-6773 by April 18. All condidates
will have an opportunity ta introduce themselves befare elections on May 6.

LONDON TRIFP

[ amorganizing a trip to England the last two weeks
of June. We will be staying three days in London
then spending some tlime going to Stonchenge,
Avebury Circle. Barth and Bristal

Planning a walk in thc Cotswolds or the Brecon
Becons. Probably a hike called the three castle
walk. We will be staying in youth hostels for the first
part of the (rip and the rest will be in a cottage that [
can rent from the London Mountaineering Club.
This is not a back packing trip just day packs
required.

There 15 plenty o do around the cottage, mountain
walking and rock climbing right vutside Lhe dou.
There are several castles in the neighborhood and
the North Atlantic beach is not far away. It could be

the Irish sca come tothink about it

Thereis alot of biking around and b:kes can be rented.
If anyone is interested there are climbing classes up to
what ever level you aspire to, also white watcr and sca
kayaking classes guaranteed to get you rolling.
Equipment fer ail can be rented

I took peoples names and email at the meeting and
sent out invitations to join the Fronwydar web site as
of now only one person has replied. This is how [am
geing to put this trip together so if you plan on going
ycu really should reply. [ have already sent out some
messages. Tais trip will be limited to 12 pecple
because of the cottage sleeping capacity.] estimatethe
cost at $1550including air fare but notfood.

Contact me Peter Lamb at petekandu@yahooe.com




This is the hike schedule for April, May and June of 2003. 1 willnot be scheduling any hikes for Jly arAugust. I'm 1o bisy during those
MaNins. & anyone else would lik2 1 rin the hikes for 1ose MoNtEs prease 1eel tee to do so0. Curzently Fam ¢onsidzring daing the hikes agasn in Seatemter.

Saturgay, Way 3"Proud Lale Recreation Aea
Time 1930 Hike leader. needed!
Lirections: “he park ia 3 eniles norh af 196, exit?159 Park Headquarfers, 3500 Wixom Rd., Cunrwae Twp, Fulkow Wixon Ru. 1o Park Headquariers(field stone
sign). turn an road before sign. follow e Annex parking lot.
Web address: Rtp:fwww. michigandnr parkasndirals/Parksand Traikinfo asp?8=487

Sunday, May 11™"Moedland Kills/Herit:ge park
_ Timre: 095{1 Hike l2ader, Recgie Hayes
Civections: Woudland Hils is lacated jusl santh nf 1896 rn Farningtsn ReHeritage Park & located on the west side cf Farrsington Rg. between Ten and Elgvon
Mie Road. Firs! we hike Wacdlang Hl".i’ Then drive 1?'/: miles :0 Heitage Park and tike there.
eb acdress:

Saturday, %%yl?‘-Highlanl Recreation Area
o Time: 0030  Hibe leader: reeded!
Drectio~s: Take ™75 to U-59. Take M-5¢ west Roughly 15 miles laler gnu will come [a Ford RO in White Lake Twp. ust wast if =ord Rd. is Highland Recreation
Area encrarce 0 leN.(souh side of M-59) . Entes and 30 Lo Haven Hill Lake penic area parking lol.
Web address: hitp:fwww.michigardnr comiparksandtralsPaksardTrailsInfo.asp?ii=455

Sunday, May 25"Island Laks Recreation Area
o . - Time:09 like leader: Reggie Hayes
Cireclions  “ake 1-55 Wesi to exitt51{Kensington Rd.} and go south a half mile Lo the pak entrance. Park at ths River Bend piciic area.
Wab 3ddresr: hip:www.michigandnroomiparksandirails/Parks andTredainfo.asp?ig=-452

contnuedon page 7

Dates Day Description Location Lesder Email
May 2 Wind.  While Waler Rathing Upper Youghizghney Linda Hil IS IWOEMANZLoNT 7287 3t
2-4 Whnd.  Spriny Backpacking Trip (Qass) Mike Banks Slpeentfe é 20D _Cnrsy
May 3 Wind.  Whilc Waler Ruafting Cteat Rver Canyoa Linsa Hil rle@nwen A E CAr RS AT
May & Tucs. Genzral Membrertfip Meeting **  Colany Hall Tom Oloffo mcmountiznmantiyahoo.net
My 18 Sa: Bike Ra‘ly T.2.0. Jarnle st A el
May 23 28 wknd. Backpacking North Manitoe 1sland Leglie Cordove  slicgesie@anl.con
My 24-25 Wend  Carnping Pcint Pelee Hope Ponsart msshepesingnl. Com
May 31 fa. Hoe 120wn ™* T.A.[. Moz Defrance  npwduefrancs 2acloein
June 4 Twes, Géacral Membecship Meghing **  Colony Haill Tom Qloffo memowntinnandyahoo. act
1ue -8 Wknit.  Bike the Covered Bridge Tour T.63.0. Jurnie Jandrus@ic.net
Jwe 7 Sa:. Matnal Trails Cay ** T.8.0. Laura James layrad4 %21 produgy.net
June 13-27 Muti. welsh Trep England Petz Lammb petekanguiSyahoo.com
ling 17 14 Multi. wildzeness 1st aud Class Maybary Starz Park Ma~y Prie mathilderiivoyager.n
e Z8-29 Wind.  Kayvak Class Siker Lake State Pak Jukn Molat jchnmeffal@yvah 0. com
Jufy 2% Fues., Gererai Membership Megning ** Cofony Hail wew President  WWWL SOArcuedoors.org
Juy 3-¢ Wwhind. Hiking, Hikng, Fanneirg, Kavaking  Caasar Craak Stata Park 1 e<he Crrdav: lestiegene@asl.cor
If ycu would ke (0 glan J Isad a SOLAR 3clivity, zall Peggy Yicdyed al 248) J90-3485 or cmall her at activiilesiesal@ortdnors urg

SOLAR HAS A NO-REFUND PORICY.IF YOU ARE UNAELE TC ATTEND AN ACTIVITY, YOU MAY “SELL YOUR SFOT™ 10O ANCTHER CLUBMEMBER

Y Denotes NON-SOLAR aclivily ‘SOLAR wlll not 3¢ he d responsisle for this acliviy, Oncalendar for inlormational purposes only)



ROCK CLIMBING

Wha hoppered to SOLAR's Rock Clinbing Class? 77 Many ol vou want-to-be cli
vell uy past mstructors. This yeer, Lawra Aldin decided to spend some time culli

mbers are likely asiing this guestion, ay

vating ner own life. Laura has served

SOLAR as head instruetor of the Rock Climbing Class for several years. Her leadership has heen exuberant and highly
respected. Many of us are climbing today because of her enthusiosm, THANK YOU LAURA for your dedication vier the
past several years. I ave volunteered to take over as fead instructor for this year's Rock Climbing Class, although in a
neodificd format from pust years. Any concerns or questions relating to vock climbing can he directed o me via emait
felyrar_rekkiZmsn.com). Rock Climbing is ar intricate part of SOLAR and every effortwill be maae to safeguard its place
in SOLAR’s program. Once again THANK YOU LAURA and much success i ihe future!

ROCK CLIVIBING WORKSHOP

Sunday fuly 13, 2007 This workshop will feach two different top rope anchar syste

Top Rope Anchaors

my. I you are ¢ rock climber and don't

Enow how loset wp an anchor for safe climbing then this workshop is must for you. ffyoi need avefresher class or are o

beginner, then come out and you Il be tavght.

clymy_rekkignsn.com. Climb Safe!

The few, the proud, the
Lopeteers!

The first weekend of spring brings us to
the final ski event of the season, the
wabos Loppet.  This year 8 inrepid
souls successfully nigrated to Sault 5t
Marie, Ontario (o enjoy the last XT
skiing of the year.  We will carzfully
avoid wny references 10 those who
sipned up and didn't make the grand
contnute.  The last of the group 1o
arrive faced many vhallznges or their
jowney.  The begnning of the trip
involved a SU-mile d2tour (o retrieve the
skis left by (he front door while packing.
Woih the late start th s entatleil. the next
5 hours were a fine balance of making
up time, whle trying to avold
conversaticns with our favorite stale
cmiployces, Thz UP prescnted it's own
typical challenges, namely slush znd ice
covered roads, This white-kuuckle ride
was followed by the nice chat with the
Cimadian customs official working the
late: tight s7it in the rain.  She couldn’t
find a valid reason to kesp us out of 14¢
country 50 we headed on towards our
destination, Glenview Cottages. It was
new 2 AN, Which cabin were we to
sleep in? It seems thut all the guests at
(U enview had Mickigar. license plates,
ard the office closed at 1. The 3 of'us
managed W wake up several people
before finding out sut cabin numbers.
Those of us furtunate enouzh to have
amived carly were determined te sleep

DoLg and his tie-dye ou:fil, You are an
arlginal Coug.... Photo teken by Donna

through the pounding on the door from
thase of us who wanted out of the rain.
Evenmtally the last ubslacl: was
overcome our group was assembled znd
ready (or the train ride.

6 AM came early and 6 of the hernic &
managed (o gel up and head to the train
station [ur our ride into the wilcormess.
We picked up our fickets, our spuvenir
touks ¢hats to ¥ou Yanks) and joined 200
of ourclosest friends for the scenic ride
to Wabos Ontario. After an hour or so
wz pulled up and gat kicked nff the train.
Only 27K to ski to get back to Stokely
C:eck Lodge. and it wos locking like a
mean ask to do it. The conditions were
as challenging as (e rzil wis brauliful,
The rait and wet snow from the night
before Jeft the ¢ ft of snew on the ground

We witl not be climbinyg, This workshop will take place at a local park The
cost is $I0.00 per persen. Tocation kas not been determined. Contact Rick Waller

248-414-6991 or

a soft wer mass ol sInsh. Once we gotpast
the grevel-plowed porlivu o the patk we
discovered that kick and plide wore
definitely not on the available skung
options list  The snow was ¢lso 301t
enough that my backcountry peles with
the big baskets were aimost useless for
poling,.  Those with tourinz poles
besically had -oothpicks Lo stick in the
snow as they skied by, Personally ] found
the dowerhfl runs a great deal of un. The
pack in front of e hed left their
imprint(s) on tae hils, venever had s
many sits marks, post holes. wul facia’
impressions to avoid while negotiating o
buttpy slushy hill.  The crewd was
friendiy. the volunteers helpful and
supportive, and Norm's cabin was s
itviting as ever, Unfortunately Morm
wasn't up to bzing out ther¢ to ¥isit with
everyoue.  The trip was | to 3 hours
langer than in past yeass. That made the
welcome at the ¢nd that much sweeter.
The food, beer, band, anc camaralerie
were a perfect end © a rabbit's long
journey. Special acknowledgment should
g0 to Essie and Glendé {Jenny) (Another
long, story) for altempting (he Lcppel.
They displayed a ot of soirit and
determingtion on a very challenging sk..
I'xtra spesial kudos stould go to Donma
who actwally finshes e whole trail,
Throngs of cheering crowils greeted her
as the Iast skier on the traik. My
admiration i exiendad fo those wiw
reached for (re sky when a lesser person
would have given up and crawled

~ The Tie Dve Guy. AKA Doug.



What I Did on My Summer Vacation ~ by Lou Szakal

Well e waz avremece whicree [ weon Meodoza, -\l':_fz-nrin,n. Herasw- of
"Crrre Aeoticogua ' AC22840 ' the bighese point in Sauth Anerica
ancd 1he tallest rmouotnn i the wodd onrswde of Xsae Lelt oy Loane on §
Phecesmbaey 13, 20022 I:I"rit'{:lj.' the 127 aned after some LAJuE TeTOn i,
avernights, aud misscdconmections: § laoded in Chile and tuveled by taxs
amcd busthrouglole: heaet of the Ardes o armive in Mendazaon tlie 15"

I net the ax dlinliers solw wines v elimb the Narmal Rewue (o
Coolay Rawate} aned then et the amly othier rlimhc-' to o the Polish Clider ;
Route {Whiskey Boe) with rae. Mesgan, @ 25-veur old gl from the g
Canacian Milirarn, Yo et oar mide, Willie va-gw, a theee-tne
Lyerest sumemiter arel 601 e .\ummgua sununiter and  Jenny
Morloek, botbivvorld cdess elhmbers. Wo were 1o very pood hands.

We sterted pudin the cise of Penitendrs imel hiked thirongl the Horeores Valley, We followed the Yas Rive for32niles
aned ascendecd 7000 110 1have ol vy ] we reached Plaza Argentina, mur hase « senp a 4,300, There were only aboac o
clozon other ¢l n[)r*ls-.dmngllu youte e Uasenne. Molesennr rm(l most quho guar 1o bytwsser ¢ umipm (ke foot of the nwounter
WAm P e ||(‘ f”lll' '!flh Ly ¥ 1he DO+ s, of fond and <‘f('1| Inl[]l' fnm ]||Uh CHINDE, S there are (TURBIE N TN EYRTY| (b~
silesof theaounitan. Do g the NexL Iwo weeks, wesetuprcamps an LO,U80, 18 lJ'Jti 1900 and 20650 "Chrb nahine
sleep I s we went up .uni down :hewmomaein mwace taeach camp, Wehwd some [0 121hone davsaswel as 34 henar L 4\
atilafew mestdiys 1o uoetinatize,

Aconcaguals kv fosits brumallvcold and windy cunps. Wit 4050 mphuwinds and gusts upy (070 aph. they blow os
uaer pracks and all. “Temperanues dippec 1o 35 degrecs. Word of tliree Spaniards had sununited. Gre It all 10 fingors.
acother losttwo toes anc] the other Lost []III‘L".III"‘.!B\I ad atse 1o frosthite. We were now taking this alitdemone serionsly,

Reac ]iln"tm T arnprwas <ln.|Luu|1|)11%|um tliumlie luuu‘\\.lml veknew syl o [ubs were. Boile i rock wall v yperi
i e o strong winds, buihd abatliroon {(we curriedc everything cff the mountain, chop and neelt snow for sates avad e
avcl drink the west of the afternoon ad night. Bulding the mck walbwas the otwest at 1,000 and 20,000 feer. The ane s
thin el the work wus slow. Rarenchodbigh canp £30,6000 o0 Dew. 20, 1w JO O, dw since lem-mg bavse camp £ 14
degrzes) We slapped on sun sereen and ate ouside wider i dark blur
saney sky The fand we carmwed was all Besh pasia, rce and coes andd
]vn = l)f SATNMS “P ﬂ]‘ﬂll l.drrli"‘] raanes l‘tf IW—U‘]\‘?S ’“]C] ],’Iﬂ’ﬂ!Q' ~_¢||Y,'I|[)I,‘s
crachers,clierses, sausages, meatsand sonps. Nathing wus [oeee dried.
Ve cooked everviaing in a S-gallar, presstue cookerwhiclacaltinde. vuac
Ui eaoking time in half.

On December 30, sunnui day, we woke o at 200 AM. T wokfonr
hours to meltenougle sinos Tu: € Lters of witen vady, vat aod dieas, Wi
were on onr wav at 215 LM “Windy Pass” is @ 2-hoar siretch of 40
2 degree seree. muxed  wefsnow and rock with one large rock ahom
h’l]f“ av for pIYJ[LLIIU.IJfl‘unI thewind. Bevond this s |1mrom|\m| 106 AN,
o rock with 45-30 degree slopes, bt we e pratectad frony (he wind, The
b fiast remaining streteh s abonut two hours of houldering sod ditmbiny

We reached the summir ar 2:15 PM.. took pictures and signed e
sumntt book. After abour 45 nuoutes vn wp ne started our descent reachin, g hlf!h caunp at 200 1M. We e k(’li BITRTS
headed down 1 19,000 viu the Normad Ronws. We spent Mew Yoars Ese an (l]b \{01 mal Route base campar 14H0CO Thas
canp housed about 302 clinbers and even had a hotel. On Jaery 1, we headed for the trail head. A 25%-mie hike whick:
took us’S Vahours. A 4-hour bus ride gotus back o Mendoza where we too our first shower in 17 davs,

Allin stz grezltexperienoe. Nextetop, MountMeKinley {Denali), June 18, 2003,

§aturday, Way 31"Seven Lakes State Park
Tme:(830  Hike leader: needed!
Clrections: Take |73 noeth 10 GrangtHali Rd. Exit toward Fenton exitt101, lurn wast on brange
Hall Rd., Tum right or{north) on Fish Lake Rd., Tum kefi inta he park enlrance. Pak i the paking
aiza far the Big 7 Stiglte:.

Web address. hitp:ffwww. mizhigandnr.comlparksandiean s ?Perksand Trasls:nfo. asp?id =452

Sunday, June 8™Drtorville Recreation Ared
Tene:BI0  Hike lsadar: Neadec!
B Directions: Take M-15 nonth. fror |75 exiti 31, 14 miles 10 Cakwood Rd. Go east on Qzkwood for
3 milesto Hadley R Tum narth nn Hadey Rd | go appenximately 1 25 mles tc Big Fish Lake
and another % nile tc Park Headquaiers, go fo Bloomer #3 unil
Web address: hitp:/www michigarddnr.comirarksandirals/PaksandTrailslnio asn?ig=48"

I anyone would ike tc valuniess ke lead 1he hikes where Tom and | are isted pleass lel ne know,
Fope to see you all ouf there. Fegge Hayes



SOLAR 5 a nonproft cwb with 400-plus
membersdedicated to the inteffigent enjoyment
of nature and outdoor pursuis.

Wembership is onty $40 a year por parson ($55
per family) and inckides discoun:s o a number
of mtail outitters, access 0 ciub-owned
aquipment, & monthly newsfatter, and a chance
‘o meet hundreds of ciher like-mindec
advanturers diawn together by a common love
of pristine fakes, breathiaking vistas, virgin
lorests and scenic shorelines, and the
axperiences to be foundthere.

President Tom Oloffo Equipm=ni Carol McCririe

Vice President  Tom Hayes Historien Denise Kordie

Sevrerary Cindy Tayler Membership Murny Price
 Treasurer Regpie Hayes Prograns Pam Reihl

SOLAR Steering Committee

Activities Peapy Medved Pub Kelationms  laura James

By-Laws (Glaria Fontaine Solar Ray Stacie Kitchen

Education Harry Price Web Master Roger James
At Lorge, Mike Banks ¢ Maoe DeFrance ¢ Al Fylak ¢ Sleve Gardner

Bill Fialvingis + Cindy lamrisen="clix * Doug Lanyk * Larry Martin
Joan Ryan * Leslie Cordova ¢ Joan & Bob Westbrook

SOLAR MEETINGS
Are held the firsi Tuesday of
every month in Southfield at the
Colony Hall, 21780 Evergreen
(between
8 & 9 Mile
Roads)
at 7:30
p.m.
Vigitors
can come
for FREE!

ring Cammittee Mestings - The Steering Committee meats anthe last
Tuesday of every montt at 7:30 p.m. These meetings are usually open < the general
membership. Ahyone whn i interasted in Rarring what topies are heing discussed . the
decisians being made, or contemplating running far & position an thz Steering Cormittee,
iv wolcoma to attend. If you are inlerasted in atiending the Staering nmmitter Meating.
cantact Tam Qkoffo at (313) 386-0067 o1 merourlainman@yarQo.com.

members. If ycu change you’ address plaase tell the membership ehaitman, Mary Price,
hmprice@ameritech.net.

SOLAR avente hava pric‘ity aver han-club avents; ovents in the next 2 manths have peiarity

over otherevents,

Pleasc submit all arioles and pholes w/SOLAR RAY in the Subject line if e-maling 1original

PhotofArt, Microsoft Word, POF, JPEG, TIFF, EPS, anc or INAGE files) to:

Stacig Kitchan, 239 E. 13 Mie Rd. Ap! 17, Royci Qak, Mt 18073 or cal {585) 272-2335
emait: skitchen(@woway.com or rayeaitor@solaroutdoors.org

NEXT ISSUE DEADUNE: Sunday, May 18th

NOQ submissians will be accepted atar that datm
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