Enjoving Michigan Winters

When asked 1o describe their
expericnce with SOLAR'S Enjoying
Michigan Wimers, three rocemt sluclerts
12100, 2011, and 20021 mail thiati say:

3 Mer and a Quinzee,
v Jean Inhin

Imagine spercing Fye davs anc % ar
nights durng late L ebrary n a guingec
Isnon: aelterd bult inCour feal of snoe
with three frends in Machigan™ Lopor
Prnissuly S d-sororemmpeniluns? Yis,
Fival? Noo Running waler! Noo Dizs
iLsound ke fund Yosl—and it was aka
aae o the most remesahle ard
acvyentarous vacations |ve ever had

A year cardirn, 1 owould not have
illcl}.’.il.'ll'd Tt Dwnnali ]l b Laking o saanizn
tep 1 the L The leone arose during
the SOLAK Advanced Backpicking
ard Leadership (ABLI Claz. I ordar
1o coniplely the class, a week long
practical is eguired. Maost of my ABL
clussnates were going W hike Lhe
[NLENTFTIET
frail  in
OJuv lhee
during
{ctalier,
but |
would ro
HLIHTILAIY
1T h e m
hecausz of
a wirrk
canflict.
[l h ¢
propaied
solulion by
bt of Ihe 3L instruclors, Mike Ban«s
and Tonn Hawes was for me fo join then
on a week inng wintor outing a

tohruary.
While | madil)r nsrced tr the tip, |
had never done winter

an
batkpacking before, and IYneer!ed )
do my homework.  To begn
prepdrrng, 1 enrolied 1n “Enjoying
M chigan V¥ aters” in December 20000,

With great insiruction from SOLAR
wvedunteer instructors, * learted how to
stey outside .n the winter and maiatan
a enmfartable hndy tempe-atiire
through dood, water, clothing ard
actiaty lovnl. Topics covered in the
class inTlude methads of layerirg (ard
de-layering: clothing to stay waem,
s eetirg Socds that prvide maximun
crergy in colder temacraiarcs,
terhmicuns ‘or Canfirtable sleeping,
instructivn i haw tu condract & sled
laearny yourextra win.er gear ard how

1y bl 0 qunzee wharr o will sben ag
sounxlly a a hiberaating heart

After the cless erded, | felt lully prepared Lo
go on my .rip Lo the Upper Peninsu a with Mice
Banks, Turn Hayes und Mat Murac

Inthe pristing snow o the
18,0001 »cne Sylwm.n
Wildemess Arca inthe L per
Peminsula. swe set up a Hase
camn. We constructed o
four persen guinzee, bl g
Kilche:: wea mest t our fire B2
pit. and even bad shetvesand 4
sturage aeas carved in the
firur tect Af snose! W had
marl= 2 snova rsndamin nm
The estaf nurtrip was saent
enjnying ‘he hoauty and dilence of winter in
the wildereess as we hiked on snowshoes and
caplred the old growia domest, returning to
our base camp each evening to cook dinner
and husdd a campfire. e ddn'osee snother
persen urtil five days later when we hiked back
102 uur Car

Learning fu be comfurlabfe in winter
Landilions wes ar eIy VETING SxpUrience,
The memoriss | kave drom that tip are
unricalec.  Nnl ||r‘|\; dirl | have 3 great time
with nye Fiengs, | learnerd mrw <b 1K aed aenw
| den't Rave 1o question ihe season when a trip
opp:)numty A,

Whether you wart {o improve your
backpaching :kills, feara to =rjoy the winier
uutcuors, or jLst have fus, enrofling in Ejuying
Michigan Wirters will pruvide you svile your
OWn untgue winter experionce!

My Experience with the Enjoying
Michigan Winters Class. 3y Cindy Taylor

| ook the Begwning Backpacking class in
the fall of 200€. AL .he time, {click not have any
backpack ng experience  Duing Lve fist night
of aur practical at Pictured Rocks, we
expericaced cold and windy weather with
frequent bauts af sleet. Since this was a
begimning class, Caral McCririe and the ather
instructons deaded ot waould be best to bail cut
on the sezond day of our three.day practical
for sufeity s sake. That was my first expericnce
with “wirter camping.” | didn’t partculaly
ey e expericie; iereloe, |way mnne
hurev to sign ap for the Enjoying Michigan
viinters class that started a couple months laezr.
At the tirre, | didn® think that ¢lass wonld be
for me. 3y the folowing year, | had a litle
more backpacking expeticnee under my belt
angl soverl SOLAR memhers encouraged ne
ta take the Fnjoying Michigan Wincers class, so
in 2001, | signed up for the class, Another
reasen | decided to this class isbecause | believe
its inpurant fo gt vut ol vour comiort zone
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on eccasion in order Lo achieve persondi
urowth, 1 really wasn't expecting Lo enji i,
bul as il turns oul, | had a blast!

In aclcition tee evesything we learned abeut
winter campirg, wo ala lsamed hos 1o Lild
our own sledd al a shed-
l:u.ilding wt:rk:-hc)p Ieldd
in Roser and taura
larmes’ sarage. Athgoon
River, we hiked in
srigrws e, bt o
quinzee, 1eld stores
b arrund the campfie,
‘3 ardd lacghed a lo. | also
found -hera were sone
Juvdn.dges (7]
Soa backpacking in the
winter >ULh ar not having to carry a beckpeck
beciuse we were able o use Lhe sleds we made,
wie didn't have Lo slick b The usualbacksack m
food, and there were no bugs, The most
merarable experience was waling ap ta a
beautiful erisp wintes morning, wilh clear blue
shiey ancla Nnesh coal ol snow un al of te trees
alung the Pigean River, It was an experience
Lhat could nesasy e re-grraled in apha -m;.,raph

Of coarse, winter camping may net be dor
evervone, hut | wonld recommend 103 anyeng!
tho, at lrast ake thes slase. They aright be
surprised at how much {an they can hive while
adding to 1heir repenoi-e of outdour =kills,

Hey, it gels cold in winter, so deal with
it! Take SOLAR’s Enjoying Michigan
Winters class! By Craig Kasmwoweki

W don's havs tee “hilweraate” the chily, dark
maorths away We can actually go nutsirde and
enjuy Michigan wintern! Wan Ibe help o
SOLAR’s skilledl instructors, vou'di learn all -he
basizs of slaying warm, dry. antt comtostable
in extreme weather, Yow'll unlock the secrets
of the mghty calarie, learn proper hydration,
and find put thal tie gear you use in surmmer
may bohave guite diffcrently in vanter. You'll
HSC oI Nwi infendity to ronduer the chal.
lenges piesented by cold temperatures, and
you'll probably have fun daing a1
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MOUNTHAINEERING
. . Ice Axe Use
CL‘Q% Health/Fitness
Néivigalion
Sef Ares)
Leadesship
Frussik Rcpes
Avalarche Issues

Have you ever wondered what
it would be like ta stend on rthe
Summit of a Mountain?

Or to cven know what it takes
to get there?

Here is your chance to _find out.

Starting in Jaouary through
February 2004, I will he teaching the
Rasic Mountaipeer:ng and Safety
Skilla Clate to 12 Juzky students
whe are interested in devoting their
timc anxd ¢nergy to the sport of
Mountaineering,

W ntar

Basic Mountainegring Skitls

isiues

MANDATORY
fasic  Backpecking
Lard Navigztion
Camping
Red {ross First Aid
CPI Czadificatian

CCaT $100.00
fizre's whatl gdu wet:

Mountairn  saiety
Tecnnical Tool usage
First Aid Issues
Knols;Wea:her
Glacier Crossing
(Optienal  Mounfain Trip
Maunaineersng  Baoks
Grampon Use

Climbhing Issues

Qear issue
Clothing
Crevasse Rescue
Envirgnmenlal  -thigs
Readlng Malerial
Expedition  Plannirg
‘Webbing
Alpine  Resge
Sled  Skills

Top Notch Instruction From Tup Nutcl Instructorns

PREREQUISITES

RECOMMENDED
Wilderess First Aid
Rock Climbirg
Iniermediite  Racknacking

Advances  Sackpacking
Search and Arsnue

Winer Survival

Sputs are filling fast. Questionnalres will be distributed shortly, Interviews will begin in December.
Lou Szakal (248) GR5-0367 ox Everest2006@aol_com

:Qiac_(:guckmg' trip to Guadalupe Mountains |

I Consider it as an iavitation to summer. This spot of
I Texas features warm weather, biright sun and biue sky
1 all seasons. Scenic view, wel developed trails and
) conveniant camp eites are also guaranteed. Local
j -angers do not expeci a crowd at Christmas time,
[ ~hich s exceptional for southern states during winter
1 halidays. (Guadalupe Mountains include famous El
i Capitan that overs=zes southern Texas and a hit of
I Vexico. Do not mistake it for a highest point of Texas
- Guadalupe Peak, which is also there. Exceptional
I airfare rate to San Antonio makes this trip inexgensive,
1 About 3480 will cover everylhing. The advenlure starls
F December 26™ and lasts tit January 2™ (timing stll is
I itexible and depends on air tickets availability).
I Backpacking in Guadaupes requires hiking about 8
I miles a day. Maximum elevation gain: 150C ft. “he sun
| inclination and Ioca relief give about 11 hours of light
| ljrf‘ne. Tre campsites are rathe- primitive. The weight
of your backpack shculd not exceed 32 pourds.
: Compiete intormaton about Guadalupe Mg.?ntains
avaiabie at:

: http:,fgorp.away.cam/gorpjresowcafUS_Nationnl_Park;
x_guadu.HTM

: http: fwww.terragalleria.com/paks/np.guodalupe-

1 mountains. htmt

i http:;fwww.thebnckpacker.com/trails'tx/trail_22.php

f bite:/wwew.guadalupe.mountaine.national-purk.com/hike.htm

B httes/www.uwsp.edufgeo/faculty/heywood /GEO393wtxf

[ 393WTXGuadMtn. htm

I T2 sign up or if you have any questonsg

I centact Grey at  greyofk@angelfire com

L
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From the SOLAR Program Director
By La Szaknl

Ipcoming SOLAR Program Schedule

Flease note:
aft prograns will take plece of Colony Fall fmnw(.ﬁur('.f.\-
foflewing the SOLAR Business meeting

DECEMBER PROCRAM
Annual Holiday Party

SOLAR wilt providz Subs, sehudrinksand a D7,
Felloa SOLARites are ashed to bring a dish (salad, dessens c e,
More infarmation pablisaed in this inanths Ruy.

JANUARY PROGRAM
Annual Photo Contest

Geer your pirtares reacly For this vearly ovent.
Cumplete rofes are pablishee in th s months Ray.

FEBRUARY PROGRANM
Wonderland Trail Presentation

“The Trek around Rainicer™
8yr The Wonderkinde r vroup

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Maehs Micaigan®s Bieds of Prey/Michizan UCnined
Conservation Clubs
Aprik: Bugs ane Insezts/Eugs on Wheels
May: 5.00L.A R Swering Committee Elect.ons
June: Buts/CQrzanization for BatConservation




Winter Eackpacking...continued from front page

Although I had done a bit of winter carping previaudy, | never had any farmal training Mo oo what | knew wiss learnerd throngh tial and error,
and belicve miz, there ware plenly of erors! (Not the lcast of waich was an up-close anc all too persondd encounler wilh hvpathermald This ¢ ass
provided an efective method 1o develop the skills necessary for me to tackle the special challenges oi cold westher backpacking. It can dothe
same for you. It is kaded with infurmation t keep vou safe aad cozy when the mercury takes & nose dive,

$o why should you take this classé The ansaers are as vaned and uiigue as you ae asan irdivicual, Peilaps it’s becaust vou want Lo nerease
vour self-confidence,  Maybe you wanr o decl “he s2nse of accomplishment that cones from achivving something unkawwn. O preahags Loy
beirg able to see things in a relaxad, intimate way, you seek a prealer soise of the unique beauty of the natural wosld in winter, Whataver the
reasdn, | eneaurage you to take this class. Let vour soul exper ence the sublime wonder that s fichegan nowinter,
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N TIs the Season for Parties and -
B S0LAR will not be lefs OuaIy £}
’zj{‘fen,m’,’um us for thednmal SOLAR Holiday Pary #

(n Tuesday, December 2, 2003

&
L
52S

. SOLAR will previde:
Sandwiches/Subs
Soda, fuice

DI Music
Festive Aimosphiere

Members to provide:

* A dish to pass (selads, desserts, snacKks} »
»  Adult beverages (if desired) i/&
¢ Dancing shaes, a holiday spiri: and the. -
desire to have jome funif

8:10pm-72 (Star's right afier the meeting concludes)
¢Calony Elall- Evergreen between 8 & 2 mile
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Photos submitted by: .
This Page: Left and Right. Brian & Amy irving

Old Friends
by Carol McCririe

Ran into an old friend of SQ_AR at
Pictured Rozks this year. Many cf yoa will
remember Miks Neiger who used tobe &
SQ.AR Member until he moved back o
the Uppor Poninsulawhere he graw Lp.
He’ ret red from the State Pohce now and
1S runming teps for The Central Upper
Peninsula Chap:er of the Sierra Club.
Visit his Web site at

Littp. /7 Lhes rucksack. Lypod. co i/

Photos subrrittedby:

frent Page: Torm Qloffe, Brizn & Amy
g

Paje 4 Karf verheut

Fage 9/Cafendar. Torn Hayes,
Scarchand Rescue Chss
MORE photos shewrn in Jan. 2004
HAY ISSue.

Page 10 Top: RoxanreJoarin,

© Keen, Michal ano Judy at ite end of
the frip

gotiony: Joann, Roxani, Michat and
Judy onthe beach




B64% 10 80° anc mads 1he sky
Cult Members Canght in Conflagration! glonred, e next oy ey o0

September 5. 2003 off fei a 7 mile hike, but were

turned back by St. Palrick ithe
Fivr members o* 3 cult names SOLAR 2t a1 “wo Medic ne canpyreund in Glager smoke jumper) wha come down
Natiorai par < to bagin & b day pilgrimage to he Holy Meuntains. The group was fram the sky to save them. It
a7ginaly gong tathe a'ra knnwn a5 Mirtha’s Basn to engage in sariows pagan seerrs the firestorm Fad come

filcals s.rhas - back dowr the valley and was

"oocald consurtag their campsite a* hat

baggng” anc wery normert  This caused a &

I Fmigreturntep for g woti! of

sacrifice Iy mizthet day fan Jicw al

&4 bnown 10 06).

areatnt.

Litle did (s The calt merhers then decided

K oWt me:,' e o ye up on Marthe's Bisin

were anout o and vsd some of Lt e otker bary

enhark on 2 sites in the area, They

jreney of penrerded across Going 1o the

Irustration Sur-Foad o go ard cammune

.nstead... #ith te guals wal sheep (41d s2€ some sLning scenery) and ate grerled
K201 Oves bl tneman easter'ywind that dearex the sky. This restared theiraith. so they set

fatigh prest eul te ¢lims Mt. Okatorni where again they facer smoke and Karl broke the
inthe cult) had tis to say: “When § Ift Metrait on Jaly 31Y, it soundec like the fires  9CEDE2r of abed {a trekkirg palel furieg 3 cteep deseent coun a scree slope
were under ¢certral. How could | knaw that Glacier wasabaut to have alire season o 1@ et day they began their trek along the Highline traif 1o the monasterv
rivl I Yellowstone fires of 19987" {chalet] at Granile Park. The smoke was thick, b e pikgrins pushed ¢ and
spetthe evening feasling on smcked salma: and watching the fresin the dark
When tme care tobegin he journey,the ferest gods {alsa know as the Vatioral Mark e fellowirg day they descendedfrom Swiftcurren; Passto tha Temale ot Mary
Service} sard *hat or rovte was blocked by a firestorm. .. Being faitttul believers, Jlacies [the Lodce) where: they imbibed the Holy water (ak a.Manse Nrcoll}.
the Cult vl > prayed 1o 1he forest gods and came up with another route. {re . o , o
da of traveling wen: b wth many teials for the g-oup, but they made it to camp, Fhat  T11D corcluded with som: side hikes to Iceberqiakean) Triple Divide pass,
Acht, the fires on the other sid2 of the ridge raised the nighttime temperature from — 2fter which -he group headed hame to Southheld, Hichigan.

SOLAR Club Fall Beginning Backpack Class of 2003

When the days get noticeably shorter, the trees beromea splashed with color and you start to feel a cool bite to the cvenings, you knaw it is time
for the all Backpack Ciass, During September and October, Carol #cCririe and her tean of 9 experienced instructods, taught 18 wling and eager
students a bioad range of oatdoor subjects andskills  These tassons took Place over 5, 3-heur classreom scssions ard o weekend practical, eadls,
at Pinckney Yecreation Area anc Pictured Rocks, near Munising, M.

Arnorig Lhe subjecrs covered were such topics as fitt'ng and chaasing the perfect backpack, footwear and clothing, f'nding thesight tent, sleeping
bag, camp rrattress, water filter, stove, flteriag water, planning & cocking meals, bear baeging, trail salety and etiquette, first aide. hygene,
survivat, group dylamics and many otiers. Despite the dire predications of or tocal weathermen, fot snow and cold weasher, S teams o° students
mede plans to backpack the scenic storeline of Southern Lake Superior, thrcugh “he Fictured Rocks National Lakeshore.

Th's 3-day trip was des gnec to test the students' self-sufficiercy, equipment and newly acquired knowledge and skills within tie centex: of awild
backpack cetting. Each group of students had ta plan the tr i, independent of the other greups, 1o ensure they woud be able to functicn as their
own autongmous expedition, even though they would be backpacking with the entire c.ass 2nd their instructor/observers. The secand, and final,
practicel was scheduled for the long weehend uf OuLobe: 4, 5 and 6 {Friday through Sunday|.

Students and instructos drove to Murising Thirsday nrght, and began backpacking Friday morning, We had seen snow on the yiuu 1 ay Tar south
as Gaylord. This weekend might push the .imits of the studen:'s resolve and put their attitudes to the tes:l  Even thougn it rained hard all night
lorg, by the time we get ta the trailhead, got cars spattoc and started hiking, the rain had stopped. We had abcut a 4-rnile, rugked hike, from our
start pont at Lictle Begver mta the first campground, at (oves. We pasted cragey rock formations, caves weatnered out of the solid rock, scenic
litthe streams staivect with tannin aac ferr-lined stands of birch and cypress troes,

It was quite warm in the woods, but when we reached the shoretine, we 2ot tlasted by the Fowling winds, gusting te about 45 miles per hour, and
heard the Looming of the lake asit crashed against the rocky shore. When wegot tocamp, Lhe teams immediately got to work, putting their tents
up, filtering water, hanging their parawings, gathering weod fer the fire and cooking dinner. We cot a “carmg fire going ard settled in to relax and
enjay arr woddlard seting, befere turning in,

The stucentsfaced o long day, Saluidey—8 mites- mostly alone the “ontinuoLs clif’, fronting the .ake. We start=d the day in hrgh spirits. because
everyone knew this day would treat us to the kind of pectaculzr scenery for which Mictured focks is known! We happly met upwithd people. who
couldn'tmake iL i, theday before, acche hatfway pont—Lhapel Rock. We steppec andhad lunch, at the Chapet 8each Campgraund, with our ney
artivals, while several of us made the 3 mile round trip ta visit Ghapel Falls. CrapelFallsis a beau ful, silvery, tumbling caszade that is really worth
theelfu L gy see!

wWeskil: had « tong way to ga before we reached gur cam> at Mosquito Beach. Everywlnie we 1yoked we saw Immense sand dunes, watertalls,
straanis and those massive tocky cliffs The wind was whipping, the waves wee crashing anc we were being pelted by sprey, at times, but the rain
el off. Many rired but happy peeple worerelicved, whenwe f inally reached thie group camparourd at Mosquito. we set Up camp and went to filter
water. Itturned inlo mess team efforl ke Ihave never seen before, with one person dipping water frorr the -ver and mulbiple peopte filtering from
the buc-et. The whale process dovelaped a rhythm yng ¢l eoglaphiy uf ity own!

continued fram page -t



Winter Outdoor Safety Class ANYONE INTERESTED. IV DOG SLEDDING:

This ore day closs will prepare novice cross-country skizrs and winter | siart Planniay yeur wimter metawars. Fot these who sre
hikers for their day trips. lopics indude winter hexards, heol monagemenl, Imaking Jorwardto this season's deg sked trip it is Hme

cloth ng, hydra‘ion, nutritian, hypothermia a1d frosibite, trip planning ond to plan for it amd gign wpl
bos ctrail novigation. Farthese whe think this kdea is crary enousl s try, Join
his | i1l be held 18 on this (amastic adveniure. Yhe dog sled trip will ke
This class will be held on taking nlacs In Sauth Kiver, Umario the weekend of
Saturday, Janvory 10, 2004, ¢ AM to0 6 PM. Febrzary 20-22, 2004.
The fee is $15.

Slon-ups will start atthe Solar Club Mesting staring in

: . . — - Wovember. Las1 chancs to sisnap witl be at the Fabrusry
There is ne prerequisite forhis zourse. Tre cegistretiondeadline is the IOATIAG I TNe ¥aar of 2004, [0t when all

Jonuery generel mezting. More informetion about the course Incatior and W suels are solf)
malerin s will be provided upon sign-up. "
‘T mbe  Farmors ifornation soek Karen Bates at
- the SULAR Elub mastings er E-maji at:
lady_mushoryanes.com

For additionnl information, please contagt;
Lynn Dubay: |dubay{@rsc.com
Michelle Ganske: bovadarymoon@Ffamvid.com

Joan Tobin: Belle)T@aol.com Karen

Fall Buginn'ng Backpack llase,,.continued from page -

We only had a 3-nilc hike cut the next, ard final, day tothe Fotate Patch exit point, a1d the time went Quickly. The studentslearned much about
bzckpacking, during this trip, hit mn-e impartantly, they learmed 2 lot abaut themsalves. | zan'twait for the fcllow ng graduates t lead thor own
trps, for SCLAR. so I can go with them!

wayne Wheatley vera Mcrris Bob Mundt Mary Short Tom Ponsart Andrew Stoiko
Chris Blunt Amy Wagoner Michaet Douglas Claudette Benser Dave Sweeton  Stefanie Kulpe
Ronald Young Judy petrelta Ted Kosik Hope Ponsart Rodney Gregg Kate Strattan

We wauld like 10 extend a special “THANK YOU™ to Ted Kosik and the JFK Investments Company for generously allowing us the
use of thei- conference room facility, in Bingham Farms! Yous kindness helped rake the class possibiel

Thanks Carol, and instructors, for a great class! - Gene Cordova

SOLAR Cross Countfry Ski Class

SOLATL will be putting on its Cross Country Ski Class, on Sunday, February 1, 2004. Are vou tired of being zooped u> in the house
from Cecerber through March? Waonld yean like o get out and see the beauriful, snow-covered landscape, and leara 10 #njov the
Michigan Winter? Have you atways wanted to try cross-country skiing, but just haven had the appontunity to learn? Were vou
afruid. because you were not wure how safe, or good, the 1zuils and the :nstruction weie guing o be? Maybe you ace already 3
“shutfler” a ul just want to improve your 1echnique.

IF a1y of these scenarios describe your situation, com» owt ad join us a: one of the premicre cross-country skiing verues n the Lower
Peainsula—Crons Conatey Shi Headquarters, in Roscommeon, M1 Gena Cordova, along with sur Cross Country 5k Headquarters
bosts, Bob and Lynne Frye, welcome all to come out and 2ave a great day un the beautifully groored trails. Although any skill love!
could probably tenefic fram 11.ese iessons, we are targering 1hose ir. the “beginner” 10 “intermediate” categories.

fim Bradley. a w2l knowa X-C skiinstruccor from Mount Plecsant along with Lzslie Cordova and Karen Rates, will be giving -he
personalized instructon, depending an classsize After you master your new skills, we wi'l be going out on the trails 1o convert all of
vur new found knowledge into FUN? 8o, if you »iill cannot ge: enaugh instauction, Gene will arowvide “an-tajl” cvaching and answer
any questions you mey have. X-C Ske Headquarters cffers several Jaop trails that are -ailoved 1o the beg nning and intermzdiate skier. ]
hope seme of vou owere advanzed skiers wil. meot us out on the trails. SEE YOU THERE TEINK SNOW! Hot beverages will be

privvaded!
Trp Fimirg: & students minimam and 20 student manimum (3 insoructors)

o~
e

—wsts: 4 hour fessen, with skiing afterwards {fur 6 .0 2C students, the cos is $17.00 per studert?

Equipmant Rental—
. 2 There isa $19.00 cental fee for skis, boots anc poles {4 hours), which includes a 1rsil pass. There is a full-day
L ¥ ) rewal which is 514.00, and includes eveayiing i the 4-loue seoal, If you provide your own skls. bonts
¢ and poles tke trail pass is 35.00. {skis, boots or poles can ke rented, individually, if vom nnly need one or 2
of 1he ilems)
- Leslie & Gene Cerdova {lesliegene@aol.~omi



LET IT SNOW, LET IT SNOW, LET IT SNOW - " " .

Join SOLAR members ad friends January 16-18 for a weekend of wirter fun in the Boyre .
area We will be staying at Boyre Valley Lodge “riday snd Saturdzy right. There will be amgple
ceoe TLtities Lo skidowahil or cross sountry, go tubing er enow shogirg, The ledge is
lecatea west of UG 131 Lst 7 milss noith of Boyns Meuntain, Rooms have 70 ¢ 3 sete of
bang beds and a privaze bath, Saturazy breakfast ard dinne- and S:nday breakfast are
priovvized aleag with iners. Just bring your snow toys, snzcks, bathing suit and sowel fo- the
heatzd gocl whisn ie oper oh Saturday. There is a0 a larze ounge with a firspiace and a #
gane roum. Thie kid friendly irip lo 2till open. The cost |s $20 vtk a $40 dollar desesit
dane by the Dezembar meeting. YUP THE TRP 1S OPEN FOR MORE SIGN UPSI ik
passss and Lrail fees are extra. Ceatzct Mary Durn {or wore irformation. 248-585-8954.

.
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2004 ANNUAIL PHOTO CONTEST

It's (it thine of yeor gpan when wl of you amatcur phoingraphers can hrag abont s teips and show ol youe siudt
Grub your photes from 3003 anl enter them dnio this year’s photo contest,
We huve wlided scveral new eaizgacles (his year

. [ngncalls ciliowesd 1 yon wilee yowr phole du any war o souc compiicar ar aphice neve ol phots legeather ym can unldy ente
e i the “ gl Bobimeel" oategery. Coapping is the vide exoeplivn.
. The Pugtadly Ealeoied cacgery will buve lwo solantegoniae: Seanery aned ather.

¢« The Xoe-RNLAR eaccpory will pow hawe thce sub-categuics: Sceowry, PlantsiAoimals aoed Peoale!Thonor,

= oot mngr have been koo bebwesit Juowary 12008 wd Decwinber 33, 20003,
.'._f‘ 0 Sudand phates st be oo larper an 8510 (il poomamne o boagee thz 3718
=" Paatas el T ntted witle st size 1o Jasgee than 10717 an standiad plhoatos and L1721 wi paonniunie dhiotns,
. Paclos sanst lave lavn rken |:_\' te nersaon cube-aat o
% * Puaolos st be aken at 1 SOLAR event unleas entered [ the non-SOLAR «ategory.
= Sl ane pliot ooty jee ersen per citegury wnd ooly o volris por pwason ovesal aov allowed.
~ v Brices will by ivuecded o e fest place ssuner in each categorny mud the oveealdl Guaad Piize Wioowr
o [Momos will be wned am e SOLAR jnemlsers who atte ad 1 Jacmary eeeting® nod winmers will Iy annanncad thal mveising
4
2 Seciery - Flunar . Nisgetdly Euliacual Scvory . Noa-SoeLo PoontsiNdmals
o Snimals . ool * Digitally Enlacued Olicr » Noc-Roloe PoopeBluenor
%' . [RETEI IS . Bl oot Whee - SMon Solp See Y - et 4 verull

FOIR MORE INFPOLRMNPION ON THN 120LES, 12-3A1F0 BYEREST2006G 0100 0OM
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Winter Backpacking/Enjoying Michigan Winters

Winter backpacking skill is oot just for the winter, It i a useful back-up for the unexpected cald days In parly
spring and late fall. [n this class we'll teach you: s"'"h
The,, . N0teg
How ta Keep flongers and toes warm & energy levels high whileskilug or snow shoeing in the winter :s::: thig
» Build a smow shelter just In ¢case something does go HORRIBLY WRONG en that simple 3 hr. skl trip

The “ins and outs” of winter camping In Michigan

You can aise use these skllls in the summar an glaclers and snowy peaks [n the Rockies, Cascades, Alaska, or
Kilimanjaro.

-

The classes will be held December 4 & 11, January 8, 15, 22 and 23 and practicals will be held January 23-24 &
February 6-8. The rnst 18 $100.00 for new students and redwced fee for past graduates. Pick np details at the
monthly meeting. This course is open to the graduates of the Backpacking Course (graduates of non-S0LAR
backpacking courses may he admitied by speclal permission only). This course is the prerequisite for the Winter
Survival Course. For safety reasans, the Wildermess Fiist Ald Course is highly recommended. With the recent
warm winters keep your fingers crossed & pray for snow. To sign up or if you have any questions contact:

TOM OLOFFO (313)-388-0057 mempuntaloman@yahoo.con



WUAT )5 THE CARTER CAVEG CRAWL-A-THOMY?

By Gere Cardova

CAVING AND/OR RIKING IN KENTUCKY January 25 - 25, 2004

Thz end o the holday season marks the heginning of the annual SOLAR caving s2ason. Yes, once the Tharkagiving turkey has teen picked clean
and the Chrisimas decorations hzve been tzken cown, and put away for anoter yaar, comesthe tme that alf good caves pull out their coveral's, hetmats,
headlamps boots. pads and glawes, i1 antcipat on ol the Cartar Cavas Crawlathon!

Tha enrual event takes place in Carter Caves State Park, cuiside of Olive 1lil s, Kentucky, duting the lag weekend ir Jaquary. This wili e SCLAMs
"2" year to parlisigate, and .n the last 5 years, or so, we have had *he largest contingent ¢t cavers of any single group. This large turnout élse requires
that we book aiund half vl thy avaitable ludye rons!

Last yeer, over BOC cavers, rom all over the country, coagregated in fhis great park, near the West Virginia bordgr. We o there, bacause this event
is ampng the best oportunities, In the workl, to 2xplore the sutMercanean worid. Yol begin to recognze many €f the same peaple atiending year after
year, and fiendships are developed with cavers from {ar a1d wide. L2t me tell you some cther 'easons ths is an unaeatable Advenlure Vaiue,

Hirst, ror$75 vou receve 2 days ol quidad cawng. a place to sleep in the park lodge and a Crawlathon commamorative T-shirt. We stay righion the
park property, innice, comfiable rooms, in the center of Al the activty. You ¢cannot beal the conveniznce! SOLAR nust boak these roor's 3 y2ars n
advance 1o enjoy this benefi! Otrer groups must trave from up tc 30 miles away 1o find a heiel roam ard then they muet hang argand al dayin the lodge
fgmmn d:)oom. We pop in and out of cur rooms &t our convensence ard leisure! Do you want 1o rest, get a bite to eat, or clean up a litlle beweer trips?

& ¢an oo [hal,

Arether reasan ths is sueh a wordarlul evant is, tha availability of cavas. There are many. very nice 2aves on b park property, anc in addition,
private cave pwners genercusly allow he Park Sarvice access totheir properfies (which are otherwise oif bmits), jus this ona ime a year! The park even
provides franspatatian 16 end from s¢veral of the caves, in theirlate nodsl, hasted vans, Many caves are near the iodge and you can ta«g your own
fransportatian, or arraige car peoling with Jthers going oh the same |fips.

The 1hrd reason for the event's papularity is the sheer variety of caves. There are heautifal caves for folks thatjust want t walk throagh them, without

even getting ditty. There ere caves, which require a
nice feel for different zaving skills, in a fairly reaxed
11e most adventurous among us, with lang, tght crawls,
rope work il yor so pesiaE ar Lanpe tQ some fairly

Fourth, llthe rips will educate you s to the diflerent
qood intermation on why caves are very important
rnow :he dfference, betwesn a staiachte, stalagmite,
firsthand. "he sheer keautv and sizé of some of hese

Reasor number 5 vou say yau dan't feel up to
a1d seence of caves? The "park” piovides pragrams
You, and yeur chldren nan spend an entira day doing
actvitizs, inthe wamnth and comfcrt of the iodge! Come

small artoun! of crawlirg and ¢limbing, and ofler a
atmosphere. There are also caves Ihat will challenge
¢limbs and water hazars. You can even test your
inaccessible caves!

fealuresand structires o' a caro. You wilfalso iecene
habitals tor seme unique eregtures. Lo you wani (o
fim3lonedamand acalumn? Comesee the diffarence
caves is amazing!

caving, but stil want to leam about the spo-t of caving
and activifies ‘or young and ald, agi It and shile, a.ike.
hat eratia, wiiting 2ave pneley and daing nther fur
and find ou: what ¢aves and zavin] are uly abaut,

and prepare to have some ald ryths shattered and papular bel:zfs dabunked! There are also some graat hiking trais '~ e park, Isading to geolagc
2atures such as a bax canyan, a nawral brdge and othe® gorgecus scerery!

The sixth and mostimpgHant reasen this event it 20 popuiar 3 it 18 vary sple, All our gudes are vclunteers. These folks, many of them have spent
a lifetime caving. They represent an accumulated treasurs trove of save knowledge and experience. Thay atsolutely love what they are doing ard
enyoy sharing thzir enthusiasm with athers!  Some of ttem have laught the subject iz cullyyey and wiivesities,  Bacli lean bay aie eavellent
understandng of the geclocy anc the history of the caves, ir which they are quiding. They aisa have first aice. CPR oreven Wiidarness Firs: Respander
taining. They want you to have a great time, ard do thelr best (o make you lave caving as muzh as they dal

Therg are Toui basic levels ¢f difficulty, in which the caves arecategorized. This allows you to match your skills ard abilfies ta the tha'lenges at ary
pericylar cave. _eve.1's are walk-throughtours. These rejuireno special equicment, and can even be done by smal chiléren in regLlar sireet dofhes.
Level 2’s allow you to 4o some limited tlimb ng ard crawling. with some light spacss, and you may even get a bit wet ard muddy. These are very popular
with rrany of the older kids. On Level 3's ycu may experience long, tight créwls, canycning and rock cimbiag, which requere a keen sense of acventuse
iyou wil get wel and muddy). Lavel 4's require either tope work, ar canoging and cimbing in search of cavas. many of which are wet! You gef trp
vescrilions and you choose what you wanl to ty!

By the way, you also hava tha unheatable herefit of having fe lnw 801 AR memhers whe rantell pa: what 1o 2xpert Same SOI AR members knny
tiese caves almest aswell as thequides. Oh, | targot to mention Ihat SOLAR hasmuct of the geer nec2ssary to co this. The club has riany helmets ard
£ linmited number of kn2epads and headlamast Ey the way, thy caves stay a constant 35.5¢ dagress. ¢ tis aclally quite comfertable in tham, aver n
t1e mudale ¢f winler!

So come and sce Leslic Cordova al the December eneeling, le find out even more and sign Jp!

The basic plat is to drive down o the cark on Friday (about a 7-hour drive) and stay nght 2t the Carter Caves Ltodge. | have & limited nuber >f
00ms reseved, onca (hey are flied, ¥ig neares: lodging /s 10-15 mies away. The cost for 2 nights 1agIng Is $45 par a0t and $25 per chifd 16 ang
under, payebie to SOLAR, Since his tip vifl filf up, cnly payments in full wifl be accepted fo held your spot.

You wili neeq 1o download Ine Crawl-a-thon enlry and release 'orms youisell rom wwwicrawathon.com, or 2aif the park al (60€) 286-4411.
Genterally the forms are not available unkif mid December. You wil necd to send » botn forms ya.rself along with a chack for $30 le Carter Caves. Your
$30 includes 2 days of quided caving and a T-shirt from thz event, Pease do nat delay as the nps fil up quickly

San me at the maecting kr a fsting nf equipmant your may naert SO AR hag helmets, knee and elbow pads fimi'ed) and haadiamps fimited) that
you may horrow. A relundabie deposi! is reguired. | ao notf have enoigh equipment lor everyons, so you wil need ‘e reserve in aavance. To be fair,
those who nave nof bean cn SOLAR caving trips praviousy wil get ¥rst dbs on pads ana headlampe.

Nead more infe contact Lesliz Cordoves al (248) 547-5526 or LeshieGene @aol.com.




SOLAR A Pastial list of the topics we ure going
H 3 ty cover and practec,
I‘ WInter Suerval ClaSS [.eadership sheller Conssruction
' - Decision making Fire Building
How many stories Jave you read inthe news this year | Prontizing SUSIZNANCE dctjuiztion
ubout outdoor deaths o escapes? Trip Planning Improve your 10essentials
“The lost youth frem Northem Michigan, or the guy who | Orenteering Rope and Ky S<ills
amputated his own armr. Woeuld yoa Know how (o ge
nit ot ch s siuation” Better yet do you know how to Cost $100
avoid lhese chzllenges? The winter surviviv class will | Clussronm Sessions Feb, 12,1926 Maur. 4 Location TBD,
caver “he «kills and preparalions you sced to avoid or | practics] Events Fel. 22 Mar, 5-7. Lovation; A pak ngarvy.

F swvive emergencizs.  Modern cquipment as well as
primilive skills wil. be demonstrated in 4 survival con-

Prerequisites
(cxL.

Enjcying Michigan Winters Without Feaving te Siatc.
Wilderness First Aid (Strongly Suggesied)

Thix 15 not asy cluss! It is very rewarding! The . N h
Uhis is not and easy <! oy v Search and Rescue (Strongly Suggested}

lessons learned her2 will chunge your oetloak on every
ottdoor excursion. 1t aiso has applicaticns to everyday

life. We wetl nse a simulated winter survival sitwation to L will require 14 Faid students to szart this class

bring together the varions skills you have broightto this Limit 2O students.
cliss, as well as those leamed durng the class. Itis
L ntended (b make you aware Of (he dangers you may Douglas Lanyk
' face in the outdoors, How planning and education can 1054 Tamryn Blvd. + Hclly, MI 48442
mitigate uitoreseca events and/or lapses o judgment. 244-634-4535!
(iive you the physical and mewtal s<ilks needed o face dstanyk @ cur:hlink.net

unexpecie:d challer ges on the trail.

r-—————---————---_———----‘

SOLARRAY ARTICLE DEADLINE DATES

Please send all artizles and photos not later thar the dates given below
for consideration:

JANUARY 2004 ISSUE - DEC. 1ITH
FEBRUARY 2004 ISSUE - JAN.OTH

tc
Stacie Kilchern
238 E. 12 Mile Rd., Apt 17  Royal Oak, MI 48073
Emai : skitchen@wowway.com = 586-212-2335
and
albinlau@msu.cdu « 586-521-3077
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Photas spbmitted By

" Leff and Right PROLOS.

[ 3 Kevinlotter

angt

Gene & L estie Coraova
from e Intermadialy
Backpacking C1ass

Above Right Photo:
Kevin Cotter, field
naimaining a therapist.
Sga articls in this issue.




SOLAR DECEMBER 2003 CALENDAR

School For Outdoor Leadership, Adventure & Hecreation
FUEHIER AZTTOITIER

E|s TOES GENERAL MEFTING COLONY BALL Tom Ololio mrmoulahsaaEraoocom
G Proyram: Anvaai SOIAR Holfday Parnty Lon Szalul resNoM@eoLeom
14 CIN  OHARSTIES CARON NG Baslard Cont. Care, Farrunglon Ma agiel Yartir r-mplecall ftes.oce
ICéc. 26-dan. 2 MULTI BACKPACKING Guajalupe Mat' Park TX Grey wanov ey angetiecom
ERE THUR  'WINTER BACKPACKING CLASS EMS Farmnglon Tar1 Qa4 npm.riainman @ yhao.com
“J|JARUARY ATTIVITIES
Als TUES GENFRAL HECYING CINONY HALL Tom Clafia Moo iananEyaboacam
N Progran: Ananal SOLAR Photo Costest Los Sxakal PATESS0D8 R0 L com
't-1d WML XG & DOWNMILL SKING,ETC. Boyre Vallzy Locye, M 3y Durl 244-585-9954
25 'WKND  CRAWLATHCON- Carer Caves Olive H:, KY Leslie Cordova eslirgene ®an.conm
JANUARY CLASSES
0152223 THUN WINTER BACKPACK MG CLASS EMS Farmngica Ton Clolfy memoaniace 29 @vahid: mn
7142128 WED BASIC MOLMTANEFFING CLASS Gatyars. hovi Lou Szaxd evered20264 ad o
1c BAT  WINTER SAFETY JLASS Isiarg Lake Joza Tobn belia|I@avl.Lom
2024 WEKRD  WINTEA BACKPACKING PRAC#AL Watarloo State Park Ton Okfo meMowtaina.anid yabao.com
e
E |5 T¥ES GENERAL MEETING COLONY HALL Yom Oteffe mrmoucalanxa B rakoo.com
B Program: Wosderfand Trall by the Wondatinds Low Ssabsl Tt E aoLovm
1 Sun  SUPER BOWL PARTY DeFrarce's #oe DeFance inoegefrarce @a0l.com
1%-0cd ML TE % COHNTRY SKANG Lillahamer Noeway May Durn 24B-565-995¢
20-22 WKAD  DOGSLEDCING Scuh Aver. Ontano Kaen Baes lady_mysheréyahos cani
&-24 WEND  WINTER GUTING- CEFRANCE CABIN M DhaFiance moedefrance 2 aal.com
20-2¢ WKND  XC SKING. SMCW SHOEING, ETC Hartwick Pines, Geayling Maria Edwards maria adwards @eds.cam
FEBRUARY CLASIES
1 SUN  CROSS COUNTRY SHIMNG CLASS Raecommon. bl Gora Codova lesliegene@m)l rm
B-jun WEND  WNTER BACKPACKING PRACTICAL 2 Pigecn et Ten OkM memo,nlaimnan Byahod.cit
4,18 WED BASIC MOUNTAINEERING CLASS Gafans, Nowl Lau Szakal everesANG 3ok i
7 SAT  BASIC MOLKTAINEERING PRACTICAL 1 180 Los S2akal averast2(06 €A om
12,2826 THUR  WINTFR SLRVIVAL CLASS TBD Dosg Laryk dslarp earhink.ngl
22 SAT  WINTER SLRYIVAL PRASTICA 1 TBD Doug Laryk delany & carhink re
21-29 W{ND BASIC MOLNTAINERING PRACTICAL 2 TBC Loy Szalal averestaiie @ aol.our
— |FUTURF ACTIVITIESICLASSES
IMarch Vainus  WINTFR 1 RYIVAL 11 ASS (4§ PRACTICAL (5-7) Qcug Laryk dslank @earmiink. ret
April 2+t WIND  WHITE WATER FAF TiNG™ New River, WV Leurg Altin aftinku @msJ.com
ADril 115 MJLTE  UIVINGSSALING Buluaiias g Jaies 1081 s BquanisThrair.ng con
1-May SAT  COUNTAY AOEDOWN' Milferd aa DaFrance moedelrance@anicom
W
E JLONDAYS WALLEY BaLL™ Waelane Hp Kleimetek mrchup! 224 Ranl nem,
E |THURSDAYS ROCK CLIMBING™ Pt Pock Poater Michalle Julaperde  12spaz2 @hatmail.com
K |51 UK SUN HIKING™* Localas very Prgyl Hayns 296 7780592
L FOR INFORMATION GN JOINING THE SOLAR CLUB, CONTACT MARY PRICE {248) 477-7547 or VISIT WWW.SOLARQUTDOORS DRG
Y IF vOU WOLLD LIKE TO HELP FLAN AND/OR LEAD 4 BOLAR AGTIVITY CONTACT

PAM RIEML BEZApAL AT (248) 6AS-NAET MNP v .O.ﬁv:V\Tl“ﬂ@hFTEf.APE.VIT
BOLAR HAB A NO-REFUND PAOLIAY. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND AN ACTIVITY YO MAY
"mFLI YOO 40T TO ANOTHER CLUB MEMHMER.
rrienuies Man-Salee Avtieity (Solar wil ot be held l‘t‘s}.ﬁJRSl‘b'Uﬁ"‘ thaese xelivities).




Nordhousc Dunes Backpacking Trip
November 7-3

Newdhouse Dines Wildersess Aren, located on Luke Michigan be
tween Ludinglon and Manistee. is (1c only feder:lly designated wil-
demess arew in the
Lower Penitsul:.
It includes over
fuur tniles of sandy
heauh, yand
dures, and woods.

Five Solarites set §
ut! 1o ciplme this
remn on Friday,
Nuovemaer 7
around & PM. B
Absul 2 halt hoor R .
Frinn nnr clesting. B R -
tinr, Rosann made a cormmnent abou. the white bugs that were fying
in tront al the car T noteed thot these “huga™ melied as sven as they
hit he windshickl. Sure enangh, 1he lemaeratares were dropping and
e were cageuntering lake effect snua, We aniived ag ihe Luke Michi-
gan Recrewtion Arca campground about 11 FM, and cuicKly sct up
vur i en the ambicnee of car heplligits and a steaily snow.  We
then Feasted un wine and honey uasted pearuts while enjoying the
snowetall and cach others” eompany. Around 2 AM, we headed off to
bed, struggling to <eep warm o night when the tenyperutere droaped
1 6.

Satneday moning, we loaced our backpacks and headed syuth into
Nosdhouse Diunes  The snow contimued 1o Mad and now covered the
ground, mak ng tor some ceally pretty seencry. We hikec aloag a
ridpe at the hack end of the wilderness aeca, awuy from the fake wud
the wind  Aficr abaut 3 /2 miles, we found a grove of cedar rees with
a gedamt v ow ol Loke Michigan. wlcwe we sel wy camp. By 1hat thne jt
had stupped snowing and the skies began 1o cizar. To cclebrae,
Mictial lel us in a group cheer she lcarmed growing up in Israel. We
cnjeyed 2ot soup and o beautiful Lake Michigan sunset. followed by
4 puatoLin-ome appetizer anid a chicken corry dinner. After dark,
Jounn started u campfire using wooc that Judy had pathered.  Their
ciforts ware greally appreciated us it was gettirg very cold aguin. We
marveles at the lenar celipse; e full moon ad nrne:dl inis 2 dark
rusty disk. A'ter crawling D1to o tents, Joane and Rosunn perfected
the MacGuyver methnd of keeping wanm: w2k 2cecything you can
find ar bivrow between yoursedl and your sleeping bug. Their method
was definitely eliectiva; (hey both kept warny despile a recond low
temperature of 12 that mgh,

Sunday morning we enjoyed collee while witching the maon ever

Ihe g water. AFer Meaklsl we packed up aod headal back along

the mip next o the beaeh, yavine us o vicw of 1aks Michigzn all the

way buck o twe campground where we let our cass, On the way we

spubied dosimig 1 hut mace of sticks and braaches, compleie with a -oof

uncl a door. We wondered i it might have been left by some Solar
menhers

After  enjoying
g lonch while over-
looking Lake
" Michigan, we re-
Juctandy headed
§ Lo our cars for the
tiep honte, with
areal  memaorcs,
lats ot pictures, and
new found {riend-
ships,

3y KevinCotter

The Haute Route
Hut-te-Hut Trekking Trip/ August 2004

By Lou szakel & ¥hn ¥ichi-Szakal

Tte Haute Rout, “The High Route” between Chanonis,
France and Zenmatt, Switzerland is “The Mather™ of a1l Hut-
to-Hut alpine traverses. Trom Westem Europe’s highesr
Massfl, Mont Rlane (1807 m/ 153770f.) ta the Matterham {4457
m/13687L.), our moute leads along some of the most txciting
MMINCIN Neenery tn hoe foured zn_ywhem. Contrasting the
huge glaciers and rugged peais are beautiful villeys wita
stecr bigh pasture furms ond qnaint wosntain villages, This
is a recipe for a visual feast. A gournwt estravagama of
wecwie wanders from die fust day Cirough the lase and each
one, a conese that both satisfies and teases the palaic for
more, The highest poing of the trip is the sunumit of the Iete
Blanche ac 380nm (12500 ft). Afier spend'ng two weeks high in
*he mountains, walking dawn Zermatt’s hus(ling mais. strect
will feel like returning into a different world

We will lodge in remntely and speetacolarly located Huts,
Hestels, Inns, Dormitories, and Hotels. The food is guod and
plentiful, the accommadations clean. The lodging in the
valleys will ke mostly family-rut hotels in single ot double
bed rooma with cxcellent multi=cew se dippers cerciin o
featurc the vegionat cuisine and wines

Strenvous Alpinc Trekking, Although th's 125 mile twil with
its 40,000+ lreet of elevaticn guin and loss is not technically
difficLlt, it may require up ta 9 hours of hiking in a single day
reaching altitudes of 1¢,500 ft with single day elevation gains
of over 5000 ft. The good news... we carry only a 20-25 1L
daypack. You must allow ¢ % - 3 wecks for this teip.,

This i3 an ineerest sagn-up onty. Sometiee in March of 2004,
we will have 1 grenp meeting 2 discuss logistics, costs and
formalize the trivel dates as well as decide whe is t-uly

capable and conditioned to make this trip.
------------------.

News Flash: r

Octeber 26, 2003 it had been two day’s sinee family mem- |
bers had last seen Michael O Duire. The fumily wus con- 1
serned because I ts a diabetic Mr O ire had been
1iking in the huckcountry of B-A Scout ranch and hac
10t repauted . Thie weather was ¢ool with. a posstbility
of rain in the [orecast. An organizat:on called SOLAR hac
organized a s2arch and rescue leam to find Mr. 7 Duire
A Command post was established ut Eeuver Ureck, and
OUT CTeWS Were sent out to search the arca, After four
hours of exteasive scorchiag Mr. U Duire was found, e
aas confused anc disnrientated and hud suifered a hre-
ken right arm. They were able o slubilize (HoneyBear,
andl ranaport himn to safety. Anothar successtel mission
ior ¢he SOLAR SAR team

Another grear class with the help of Rezgie Huyes, Gene
& Leshe Corldava, and Lester Mok, W ran 24 studems
through o rigorous class of lextiore and sutivities, They
hid three day’s of class time und a weekend practical. i
During the weekend practical 1he students were abic o i
lione their <kill’s with a night exereise, which ircluded a i
lost lintle hoy (littlke Temmy Duftush. Then a mujor exet- B
cise on Sunday puning everyth.ng wgetier nd mukiag it
work, finding Michael O'Duire (Mike Banks), A written 8
eXam wus poven and everyone passed with flying cotors.
As with a o1 of SOLAR uclivily, we hae the SOTA K no. B
luck “or Satunday Night. A good time was had by all,

C R L A Ll T



RED RIVER GORGE - ous

Intesmastinle Barkpacking cormbines the lassors of the *Trip Mannmng Seminar” with the develogment and axecution o' an actual backpacking (rip. This yesi's £liss culminatein  four-day Irip in Kntucky's Red
River ooz Geolopeal Aiea. The particpanis wese two inst uctors Carol VicCrne and Leske Crdowal and two stutents [Kevin Gotter and Dick Ebenbre).

Wehagan ur tryby mesting anthe evenmng ol Wednesday Oc Lober 15™ for & “quck™ nde tothe Days bn a1 Winchaster KY | really don't know why Lese call:ine "Laad-1664 Louie |. Alter a guod night's sleep
weawakato avamsumy Thu'sday, 1 pertet day fir hiong. We stw ted group goas, hat breakiast anc headed for ths "Pincaram- Toht™ Tiakhead,

The trail foloweed a rdye twaughyine and hardwood stends. Ve sornnaticed an unusual tree withbuge lesves. Various hikers we rmat durng the trig cafled them “uiweda Irees™ v "eleplant eais™ Leske mechately
begpn collecting haves (o take hora. |wo cOIEQe-ag2d VIRg men had some keaves 1uthed i Their befts and oubibed them “hdn-cloll drews”. We lalur kg 1ley wse Fayi-av e,

Wiealsohiad uur Fistuite esting wildlile encounter here Leshie kempl back chautimg “anohe2”. I've olweya boee interestod insnakae and horriod firsardaeking “whai cnloriz it?” | 4 hoping topeshags see 2
ropprerhead or inber raLer natue 1 De aca. [t was hard 1 avaida collision with Lashe who was mosing just 63 fastn the other directicn.

It was onlya parter snake.

Aftar hikig 3bowt two mues and crassing a sandstana XICTopping we cameto the iptty nemed “Rough Trail” where we encountesed aur frstof mary touyh “up-and dovn™ Uad sections. Throughout he qorge area
glovations ‘ange fiom 1.200" akog the idges 10 800" at Uhe battom the porpe. | annot wie whe keepsirack of total davation chanpe, but take m woed lar iy, we had genty. We hiked o of Prcham Tigh Ridye
down 2 saction ezlled “Fura Miszry HR® to theravine 3nrtom. There wera interesting roce Formations e1d overooks and the sound of water v “Chemney Top Creeh* 1kat pardlaled the trail. Soon we cameta the
first of many stream crossings t1at tes:ed our batanenp abil ty on vanqus stanes, tree trunks, alc. Maintainng dry boots wes notpxssible.

At hayirg heked aanther coupe af mi es, wereached au planned :1oppy area i pisched our Lants. W thn day fiked up the “Shetiouee Trace™ to see asispensin badge on th: trail atross the Red Iner. I
weas aking IS tralthat we enco mterer asecoid unueual Lype of vegetatiok | notked what appesred to be barmboa frowing ir awethind ares long the fral and cxnimented an £10 iheothers Nanetf us kew that
barbuo otcuned naturaky in ths area | later arnedit is a rative sariety of bamboa cafed “Rives Cane”, These will be mora sbaut this interesting plentiater.

Qar one oo Irig endad witl a celicious dinnet o1 chiceen tacos completewitl frash lettuta and dhesse, ‘howed by 8 euchre game arvnd the carngfire. Leste, G0l and {gvin al redazed comtariably on thes Therm-
3-Rest chaes . 1saton amgck.

Friay ominy was clooy witlsca ted byl an showsrs Decaus this weathes had been Fomcast, we plaed ta spand Fridoy oy hekisgup o"gon irack™ Chis & Caral's torm: caflad thy “Koomar Ridga Tiail
with sida tikes or the “Hidden 2reh™ and “Silvermme Arch¥1rails. “he cordination of these treils talded abou! eighl or ran> milas hiked for the lay.

Westarted tha dar with 2 300 $30t cinbin Icss than 3 half-rule, attar which the biail was aitherieve orhad taity gentie gradas. it was along this tail that Carol xintec put anntesestng orange spateed creature.
It waz an ey, tho peericland deellinglann e’ the Esstorn Res-Spatied Nawt. Wa alza saw 2 runibar af nvitng cawe entrances inthe racks Unine lunddedy, w2 idedn‘lhave ny helmels. kreepad:. ete.

I he Hirkien Arch rail nckided our first :ncuunler with stepsbuil inlo the steep irads There:are61 on lis tiai. For the rest of the 1ip someone was alwiays conting the steps we had 10 cmb or cescenr, | dun®
kntwe why. The tad also nohudd som of the more impressie of tho nany stands of Rhkdodendrons we saw. The archilsall being oty about four feet high andsi feet long, was vl thatimgressoe, Carlwouli
handarvisead it iF Eksidn't peinteed € qunt tn has, The Savesrnine fech. whichiis dovan twa.more s2ts 0 s[eep wooden stanweys, wis fron intetesting. The bighgoint o thss day's take for Lectie wat the poicelanacies
weencounlered al the Kaewner Ridpe dive-in campgrursd, On the way ba:k, we an mte fefow SOLARite Tin Klepaszyk who was also there carping and hiking with same Tends

The rain, B the s’ as, ad et epby Lre ve reracd to camg So- anather deliuous swpper nlmack shapleed pit, imglete wath sausage | showed Ceche an dit Lay sccut fip that says to lind dryvaandra 3 wel
day. otk Lp. We sattied iown tr enother werm carngfire 2nd rownd twa o cur evchre contest,

While wa were plzyiing eLehio, e were surprisad to hear voaces and see flashiights samingakang e nearhy treiin the dark We greeted the right hikers andieamer thal they wer2 a group of scuts vaith thedrfather:
“We'e quing to get somebembin!*
“I1 2xplodes whea youbureit?”

A1k wii ke later the boys came back with ams tullof barhoa staks. Wetaked alitile nara and | asked of they woulf pive us 2 prese to 1est theirexplasion theary. They gave me one pece. | placekthe esd af the
stdk owar the fira Tha scouts piseeadnd down the (rad and ae retumed to the euchre game

Bt9r 3 shurf time, as promised, the end of the bamboa stalkerpkided, Por | in the fire., Thes vias rmet by whocos and biughs ‘rom the boys Jowm te trailand we oo started lughing. 1 advznced the stalkinto tFe
firaand we continued 1he game Soetly, Bang! |1 exploded zyam. Mare laphter @ | skd the stalk furter intc the fue Then . ......

BANG!

“KEVIN, GET UP!”
“KEVIN, YOUR LEG'S ON FIRE!"

“GET Upllt”

Weadourwed the euchee geme -0 hold animpomptu hands on ¢lass in thatield repaic otKevin's Thesma-Real, sinceit waa now noticeably hissiog thro.gh tws smaltbuen-holos. W passed,

We awnke Saturday 1 coaks wather ith rapidly clearing skies, |1 was armtber hoattifus day for hiking. AHer wnt back up Fwe Misary Bl ta @ new secion of te Rough Tradtoward Gray's Arch. “ha outtanrmg
scenery cantinued akong with more ups and downs, sxma places requiring use ot hends #nd fee, [Aak Lerotabout Mr.Cotky After 07 4 rades, v toUrd 4 Spai to 521 1p camy Bgain, fitened walsr ant rad Anot.
We then hiced onta see Sray's Arch, which s shou1 50 fee! high with an rpressive B0 oot span. Tre streteh of e trallincluded over 100 sieps.

Atter secig the ach. Cainl retumed to ~awy £6 spend the atzmaon with her book, wike e restof us centinuod on ancther mils and 3 half 5o thal ve could bike the two-mile [karvik Boore Hutoop. White thescenery
wis 1euin, d wias astesp and very STENLOs Trail. e never did 36 Baned Baota's alikged huL Yve had 10 reaky hustle 1o geq back to camp so hai we could staet suppur brivsdink.

Somks andambes ara fying.

Al gy Iwe iy suppea wee sat around dhe comglire tos tired fom hiking 10 even pliy euckre. ,
Sundsy was anoher ceer sunry mocrng. After brogkfast we had tinal climb outof the gorge 10 an racy hika dang He Rush Ridge i the inch-m Tight Ridgeback b te car. e change 1o clean clothzs, drove
to acoupk af Lowist stoosin the area ind then headed back North. .

AFat anater “quek” trg we amved back at our startisg pain'. The car vias smiopded and everyon2 had gane his or her separataways n aboutten mirutes fist. Thatur:, the scenery, end the hking were b outstanding.
I yourhaven't haan in the Red Prver Grege, | highly ecovnmand it. 1also tink theFall s the bes: tme o go there.



SOLAR is 2 non-profit club with 460-plus ;
membes dedicaled to the wileligedenjopmg it SOLAR Stee"ng Committee

af nature anc ouldoor pursuits. Prasident Torn Ofoffo Equipment Caal McCririe
Vice President  Torn Hayes Historian Charles Hailey

Mambershic s only $40 a year per person ($65 Secrelary Cindy Yaylcr Mombership Mary Price

per famifyt and includes discounts lo a number Treasurer Regoie Hayes Frograms Lou Szzkal

of rotail outfifters, accese 1w club owned Aclivilies Pam Riehl Pub. Refations  Jenny Couch

equipmant, a monthly newsletter, and a chance By-Laws Glona Fontaine Sofar Ray Stecie Kitchen

te et fundreds Of other iike-minged Edueation Marry Price Wed Masfer Kar Overheul

adventurers drawn togather by 2 commen fove
of pristne \akes, breathiaking vistas, virgin | Allarge: MikeBanks - Moe DeFrance + AlFylac  Steve Garcner

forests and scenic shorefines. and the Rill Halvingis « Cindy Harricon-Felix » Doug Lanyk » Larry Martin
experiencesto befourd there. Joan Hettinger « Leslie Cordava - Joan & Bob Westrook
SOLAR MEETINGS SOLAR Steering Committee Meetings - The Steering Committee meets onlhe

last Tuesday of every morth a: 7:33 p.m. These meetings are usually open to the

Are held the first Tugsday of genrral memhership. Anyone who is interested in learning whattopics are being
every month in Southfield at the | discussed, the dscisions being made, or contemplating running far a pesition on
Colony Hall. 2 the Steering Committee, iz welzome to atter d. If youare nterssted in attendingthe
¥ Rall, 21760 Steering Committee Meeling, contact Tom Olatfio at (313} 586-C057 or

Evergreen menountainman@yaliuo coni.

(between 8 & 9
Mile Roads)

SOLARA RAY is a monthly publication of SOLAF and ts sen: frez to current
dues-paid members. If you change your address please telt *he merrbership

at 7230 p.m. chairman, Mary Price, hmprice@armeritech.et,
Visitors can Submission Guidelines:
come for FREE!

Stacie Kitchen, 239 E. 12 Mile Rd. Apt 17, Royal Oak, M 48073
or calf (585) 212-2335 (feave message viyour ph. #)
email: skitchen@wowway.com
Or abfniau@meu.edy » (586) H24-3677
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