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BACKPACK THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE

N 4
THEADVENTURE We're going o %goming!
BEGINS ON . .
TUESDAY,MAY 7... |{ ' leading a frip to be Viind River Range from Sept. 7 through 15. This is an a-ea about an
sour cast of the Tetons. Highlights include alpine lakes, meadaws, mountaln views, wildlfe,
and the legendary Cirque of the Towers. All of this, and enough alti:ude to take your breath
The monthly SOLAR || away (literally), '
weeting i setfor May 7||  THS will be a tip tc challenge you. The trail elevations range from 3,100-11,853 feet. Days
at 7:30p.m, C(;,o”y Haii, || range from 2.75 to 7.75 miles with mest around 6.5, with LOTS of elevation change. We will
Southfield, svergreen and =ross the Continental Divide twice and a mounisin ‘ace thats even Figher. The total distance
P % wile. The usal hikeq will be about 39 miles over 7 days.
mayhem will be followed This Is 70¢ a mountaingering trp, but It /5 a tip for advanced evel, well-conditioned backpack-
’ i J || ers. Goad navigation skills are essentiall! Wildemess first aid training woulc be a plus. There
by the amucl sieering || winl be a couple of shakedown trips coming up SOon.
ECRmEe . "’"’"’”! Cost is still kind of variable &t this paint, dependirg on some declelons to be made amongst
I See you there! | the party. If you have questions, drop me an email, or talk to me at the meeting.
| ~Karl Overhzul

CyberNomadi@backpacket. con

fiéﬂe;:e; W{)ajﬁ. Kids SOLAR hits the water!

On June 8 we are going canoeing! We will meet 2t
_ , Reavner's Canoe Rental at 10 a.n., gather all our geor
Ceme commune with Mother Nature an Mothers and go for » short paddie down sthe river. When every-

Day at a Wildflower Identification Walk at ont gete Hred, or around naon (whichever comes

Crosswinds Marsh. drst), we will sfop for a picnic and vhen paddie back ro
Hravner's. Coss is 2% per cance.

We'll meet at 2 PM on Sunday, May 12 in the parking

lot. Please bring wildflower books, and weur com- On July 6 the tids have the opportanity to get o FREE

fortable shnes. We’ll alsc bave a picnic pot luck kayak lesson!! EPl has volunteered kayaks specially

dinner at the end of the walk. designed for kids and their tine %o tcach sur Rids how
+p k-asalr.. We ore mieting of MiN! Pond in lsland Lake 24

This park is ¢og friencly, the activity is kid friendly. 10@am. The kids will have a lesson, play 3 gone and then
The park also bousts  variety of birds, including a brca';fo‘f hncl:!- Aﬂz“r *&cﬁ we w‘:i g0 ii;wha radf":
air of pesting baid eagles. orpund the pond 2o the s can ghow off thelr newly
g e o acgulmd skills. Unfortunately the kayaks and Tessons
Bring binoculars and bird are only for the kids. Rowever, if a parent would like
1o bring thelr oun bayak. they are nore shan welcome

books it you would like to '
D.

» check out ‘he hirds Maps
will be available at the May
meeting.  For  more
information, call Marparet

B {SEIE2acl — Meg Wehher, (248) 989-3667,
meganni#@lvillage.com

85, pack a Junch. your bathing suits and some sun-
sereen and join ws for a couple of days on the water!

—Marzaret Martin




SOLAR BRIEFS

Primitive Skills Warkshop in June — MOSS, the Michipan Outdoor Survival School tun by Jim Miller of Mikedo, is putting on a five-
day pnmitive skills workshop from Wednesday, June 12 > Sunday, June 16, The list of topics is very impressive: Fire by friction,
cordage, edible plants, shelters, primitive weapons {bows, atlatl spears), baskets, porcupine quilbwork, finger weaving, soapmaking, nct
m.aking, bark containers, pottary, brain tanning ot hides and pelts, drum raking, bone tocls, glue, sewing, tood preservation, stone
tools, flintknapping, trapping. sweat lodge, wooden paddles, copper bowls, felt hats, and maore. The price is $1935 per person nntit May
24" $225 per person after May 24th. For more information, check ot the website, http://jmwillowwinds.com, or call 989-735-3487.
Although I can't go since it conflizes with our first Troqueis archaeology dig, 1t sounds like a great experience with whar would un-
doubtedly e interesting classinates, —Laura James

THIRD ANNUAL Double JJ Resors WEEKEND — Located in
Rothbury, Michivan, 3 hours wesi of Detroit - Halloween Theme
Heekend Fridap-Sunday, November -3 2002 Arrive by 7:00 p m
o Friday, check out by 100 PA on Sundeay brt stay tifi 4:00) PM. .
5261 PER PERSON - INCLUSTONS:

» [wn nights in simple camp/hunk stylz rooms ar the Aduolt Exclosve
Ranch with private bath

« Horschack riding for every level Saturday & Sunday (one ride/day,
but we’ll wrangle more, so be prepared to be sore}

* Haunted >am, com roast and hayvride Friday n.ght, B.1.,D Szturday,
brunch an Sunday

o Multiple activitics througheut duy & evening {archery, shooting,
mechanica. bull riding, line dance instraction, D} dancing, FHalloween
cabin decorations, trick or treating, party at night)

* All t1axes & grandries

Packing list, driving directions, and all details mailedupon repistra-
tion. Pre-trip meeting sat, Oct 5 to go over carpooling, costumes
decorations and reas! Paymcnt Schedule & Cancellation Policy: »
§50 pp depnsit die by Jine 4. 2002 o Ralance due October 5, 2002 @
All pavments are non-refundzble, unless yeu fied a replacement.
Contacl Lisa Boose, (w) 248-358-5330, lisac@cadillaciravel.cox

Return of the Land Navigatan Class —ithasn't been done fora

while, so ['m going to take a turn at it. Lanc Navigation Class will be
held on Jun. 22-23, spend a weekend learming how > find your way
arounc. in the weods with a map and compass. You will lear basic

map reading, compass use. and all abeut the difierent Noth's. Nol

o mermlon some coql new words to amaze your friends!? Details ame
stll a little hazy... (S0 many trps to plaa...s> litbe time...1 1'1 have firm
details at the May meeting. Or drcp me an emai. and 1711 catek you up.

Can’t find the gear you want? Make it yowrscif?

- Oviner] 3 Solarize Laura Albin latbies up her own sled for a
— < vc lm, 1 oy ... . A
Rari© u, CymerNomad@backpacker.com SOLAR adventure. Photo by Laura James.

Let’s yuis fty a KITE — Joit uz fora fun-filled Aternoon of kite {lying wnd Nature walk. We wiil meet atthe Kensington Metro Park's
Nature Center At | PM. for a shor: hike around the pand. Then we will drive to the field and fly kites. When: May 18, Saturday 2002
Where: Kensing:on Meotre Park, Cost: FREE{Of course this is Kid fr.endiy) You can call me, Jim{itltix al ¥34-3513-9464).

for mare inio.

Qutdoor photography show {New Date): ! will be having a photog-aphy exhibition at The Benchmark in Farmington on Jure 14 from 6-9
PM. Many of you have seen my work in the photo contest and during my presentation at the “ebraary meeiing. The prints are from
my travels out west last year, as well as shots from various places in Michigan. Iwillhave a variety of framed an:d matted prinis, al” of
which are individually numbered and signed. They will be avzilable for sale, and 1 will be aceepting orders from my cataleg for others.
Custom framing and matting wiil be avalabie for order. Come on cut and enjoy e pictures! (And help support my quest o make a

living by sharing the great outdoors!!) — Karl Cverbeut

School of Owdoor Leadership, Adventure & Recreation



SOLAR 2602 Archorology Fizld Schaol

Have you ever sesn of read about archaeotogy and always wanted o give it a try? Here is your chance to participate in the excavation
of a 600-year-old Iroquois village with a guarantee that you wall finc bones, tools, decorated pottery, mayhe bits of jewelry or arrow-
heads. This summer, SOI. AR will again offer beg'nnet-level archaeology digs at an Iroquois site just Four hours from Detroit at what
is—for an archaeological field dig experience—a dirt-cheap price.

Visit the archaeologist’s website, waw.cdventuresinarchacology.com, for details and photes, including several pictures of SOLAR’s
arhenmires at last vear's digs.

WHO: 15 spols 01 each dig - SOLAR members only — children 8 & up are welcome

WHEN: June 15-16 and/or July 20-21 (bulh weekzads have the same itincrary}

WI{ERE: We will camp at Rattlesnake Provincial Park and visita reconstructed Iroquo:s village at Crawford Lake Conservarion Area. We
will also participate in a dig on private lznd nearby.

COST: $160plus Canadiar. Goods & Services Tax plus $10 Canadian for camping. Childeen’s price is S1t0plnstax. This zovers two days of
Jeclures, demonstrations, tours, and digging, two sandwich lunches and a barbecue swieak dinner on Saturday night. Pleasc note that the
SOLAR “norefund” policy wilt be strictty enforced this ycar. $50 reserves your spot.

TENTATIVESCHEDULE:

Friday night - Drive (0 campground (~4 hows from suburban Detroit)

Saturday, 8 a.m. — Dr. Finlaysoa picks us up from the campground.

Sahmday meming - Visit he field 1ab for a 5.ide show and lecture adout how, wheil, and by whom (1c land was occup'ed, with 2ands-
on examination of different types o7 artifacts we can expext to find, then have lunch at the field Jab.

Saturday afternoon — At the Mcate site, leam G basics of how 7o dig, grab a towcl, and uncarth burnt animal and fish bones, stooe flekes,
stone tools, shareoal, burnt corn, and pottery. If vou're very ltcky, find arrowheads, stone knives, buttcns, pendants, stone pipes. trade
beads or copper. Saturday night — Retumn with our treasures (o the field lab for a delicious barbecue steak dinner. After dirner, go to the
roamstiucted village at Cawford Lake for u private, behind the-scenes tour of an authentic Troguois village with langhoises, fort-fied
walls, ossuary (place for the bones of the dead} and gardens. Sunday merning - More digging at the Metate site.

Sunday aftemoon — Retura to the field lab te wash, scrt, and identify our finds. Dismissed about 3 p.m.

¥-or more information, call Laura James at home (248) 446-R9201 (T wark at home se I can be reached during the day’ or email
Laurzd991@prodigy.net.

—1L aura James

Schao! of Quidensr Leadership, Adventure & Recreation



Backpacking MANIA !
Yet another great spring
SOLAR backpacking class...

Photos by Roger James. (Also 1o bamc
for the caplioms.)

Above leN; Jenuifor acd Juii plot the day's
COUrse.

Above right Lou illustrates the Leopard
Pounce on an unsuspecting Kail,

Center right: Jeff masters the bowlinz.

Below left: Lester explains the difference between ripght-handed
gnd left-handed rabbils.

The Jakes have gone soft and it's #ime to paddie!

We will be teaching a basic flat-waler canoe class on Jane 22 atmy house. This is for those of you whom always seem te get canoc pariners
that paddle on the wrong sideand run you into the bank. This year’s class will be especially
goad for thosc who want to tearn how to keep your pariner from tipping the canoe over. We
will also beteaching people how to give canoe obediznce training. We will show you how to
train your canoe [o; stop, go smaigil, turn right, turn left, go sideways, spin in circles, and do
the Cha-Cha, all on command. The basics of canae safery and several useful and efficient
paddle strokes will be covered. This is an excellent class for people who are unsure of them-
selves in or around a cande, or Jor those wha just nged 10 fine une their style.

Class will be 15% and a dish to pass. Bring a swimsuil, and your basic picnic supplies, sun-
screenate  €Class srartsat 11:00 AM!! You can and should bring your own canoe, paddle,
ard life jacket il you have them. They will be provided if you need them. Pienic and BBQ to
lollow.

—Douglas _anyk, 10541 Tamrvn Blvd.,Holly, M1 48442, 248 634-4551 dslanyhkazarlilink.net,
Fhoto: The lake went a little 10a 3oft for some folks at last year'’s dass...

School of Outdoov Leadership, Advenin-e & Recreation
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3 . . B 1
M May 3-5 Rackpackiog Hoist Lakes Mike Hanks Backpacking Class
: =i | May 3-5 Campng/hiking  Bryan St Park, Ohio | Leslie Cordava Kid friendly |
’ May 3-3 Wiitewater rafting Pa./W. Virzaia Linda Hill Cheat River |
Fordetsilsaod "My 7 Meeting Colony Hall Leslic Cordova | 7:30 ia Southfield
email addresses of |- Ma¥ 10-12 Rock climbing Near Sault $'e. Mane | Laura Albir Clinbing Jass
R Moy 12 Wildflower walk Crosswinds Marsh Margaret Martin | Near Flat Rock
wip leaders, visit | May 17-19 Biking Cuyahoza Nat'] Area_| Jonnic Kostishaks | Near Cleveland |
the SOLAR May 1¥ Kive ity Keosington Jim Gilfix Natre wak toc ]
Mzm. Wknd | River raftirg West Virginia Jim GilGx Family friendly ]
caleadar: Mem. Wknd Backpacking _ N, Manitou Island___| Bill Cowdin SOLAR aCvenwre 1
wwsolaroutdoors Mem. Wkad Backpacking Jordan River Dave DeFrance | Defrance@isminet ]
May 25-June 2 Mountainesring Sierra Nevadas Cal. Rick Waller Trip fill
JOLE. June 1 Nat’l Trails Day island Luke Mepery Medved Weckend at Island Lake
Iime 4 Mecting Cdlony ilall Leslie Coréova | 7:30 in Southfield
June § Kids canosing Heavner's livery Meg Webber Kags SOLAR Club ]
Tiipleadas—be | June 8-9 Kayaking olasst® | Silver Lake 3t Park | John Moffat **non-SOLAR- ncar Mears
sure to ghare your June lf—lﬁ Rock clitabing Rattlcsnake, Ont. Laura Albin Ncw dates .
Juoc 15-16 Archaeology dig Rattiesnake, Ont. Laura James Ficld work — Imquois site |
plans with the Ray | June 27 Canoging class Rese Twp. (Holly) Doug Lanyk Flat water paddling class |
editor. June 22-23 Land Navigalion TBA ) Kar! Overbeul Weekend ¢lass
July 2 Meeting Colony Hall Iralie Cardova | 7:30 in Southfield
Everyotg else - 1 July 8 Kids xayaking Istand Lake Meg Webber Free kayak lessons for kids
July 14 Fossi. hunt Askong, Omario Jim Gilfix Close to I't. IHuron bndge
temember, Most July 190-21} Rock climbing Rattlesnake, Ont 1 aura Albin New dates
trips fill fast, so if | July 20-21 Archacology dig Rattlesoake. Ont Laura James Excavate ancicnl garbage
e 4 .| July 2¢-28 Canoring Au Sable River Tom Oloffo i“an¢e racc, (o0 ]
yowrs interestad b % 6 Meeting Colony Hal Leslic Cordova | 7:30 in Southfeld
going, sign up Aug, §12 Primitive skills Bois Blanc Island Glen Kruezer The big annua’ gatlering
S Aug. 5-11 Rock climbing Ratilesnake, Oml. Laura Albin New dates |
Aug. 16-18 Caving Indiana Leslic Cordova | Wyandotie/Marengp caves
~Laura fames Aug, 23-2¢ Lanoeing DzFrance <abin Dave & Moe Annual canoe nnting
Sept. 3 Meeting, Colony Hall Leslie Cordova | 7:30in Southficld
Sept. 7-8 Rock climbing Rattlcsnake, Ont. Laura Alb.n Can’t get enoLgh i iL
Sept. 7-14 Backpacking Wind River Wyn Kar] Overhcul On the Continzatal Divide
Nov. '-3 Jorseback riding** 1 Double JJ Ranch Lisa Boost #*ncn-Sclar - Hallowean

Lave in to fun!
Wyandotte Caves State Recreation Area - Marengs Goves US Natisnal Landmark

August 16 - 18, 2002

Can't get enough slithering around underground? If you are 12 years okd or older, come jpin SOLAR as we head down o
Sorydon, Indiana for 1'% days ot guided caving. Saturday murning we wil participate in the “ALL DAY TOUR" at Wyandotta
~aves. The parks description is: extaordinary stamina is required for the inexperienced caver (o survive six to seven hours
of walking, climbing and crawing on this *Ali-Day-Tour. Lets of energy 13 spent as paticipants crawl past the appropriately

namad “Worm Alley” and “Crawfish Spring”  Splandid formations can be seen n “Malroy's Temple". Juring rany days,
water cascades from the waterfall passage. Note: For those thatwent with us to Wyandotte Caves 2 years ago. thisis a totally
different tour.

Sunday we will ga to Marengo Caves for a 2-nour -Underground Adventure®. In this cave exploration you will get wet and
muddy, learn safe caving and a little bit of cave ecology and ccnsenvation. All this caving might make your muscles a lite
sore, but dont worry | have thought of everything!! We will be staying at the Hampton nn i Corydan, complete with hut lub.
They alse have an exerciac room in cass the eaving was not enough for you. Did { forget to mentian, swimming pod, free
brezkfaats. inwoom colfee and real beds to sleep in.

All thie fun can be yours for a mere $100 Hury, as space is limited and as always, first pay first go. Interested contact Lesle
Cordova at lesliegene@aol.com or (248) 547-5626.

School of Quideor Teadership, Adveniure & Recreation



SOLAR Mountaineering trip tackles the Sizrra Nevada-Palisade Range

“What lies ahead can only be
exper:enced oy being there!”

Up to ning members of SOLAR will
have the opportunity to test their
skilis learned in some of oLr most
advanced classes — backpacking,
winter backpacking, mountaineer-
ing, rock climbing, orienteering,
and pholography. Yes, all these
skills will be required as a minimum
ta reach tha simmits of Mt. Sill
(14,153 feet), Polemonium Peak
{14,080 feet), and North Palisade
{14,242 faot). Hiking in frcm Big
Pine, California, we will pass

through some of the most scenic
aloine region of all the Sierras. While
sitting on the rocky sumimil of Mt
Sill, the best summit view of any

pcak in the Sierra... and a sacred
mountain of the Paiute, we will have
received our reward.

SOLAR is dllowing this trig to take
place. The requirements ara strint
Rick Waliler will be leading and Mike
Backus will be guiding. Contact
Rick Waller at 248-44.699" or
klymr_rekk@msn.com.

As ol iate April, the trip is FULL

—Rick Waller

CONGRATULATIONS

BACKPACKING GRADUATES!

The Solar Ray doesn't even want to attempt to accurately name
all the students who participated in this spring’s backpackine class.

Congratulations on completing the course.

chool of Outdoor Leadership, Adventure & Recreation



SOLAR is a non-profitciub The School For Quidaer Leadership,
with 400-plus members Adyentorek ecseation
PO. Box 24358
dedicated tc the intelligent Southfield, M1 48037
enjoyment of nature and
outdoor pursuits.
Membership isonly $40 a
year pet person (355 per
family)and includes dis-

counls o a nunber vlretail

outfitters, access tacluh- GENE & LESLIE CORDOVA

owned equipment, a monthly 14520 BORGMAN
newsletter, and a chance to OAK PARK, Mi 48237
meet hundreds of other like-

minded adventurers drawn

together bya common love

of pristine lakes, breathtaking
vistas, virgin forests and
wenic shorelines, and the
expetiences to be found
there.

SOLAR Stecring Commitice

President Leslic Cordova Egujpment Carol McCririe AtLarge  Mike Banks * Moe DeFrance
tice President Tom Oloffo IHistoriun Drnise Kordie AlFyla * Steve Gardner
Secretary John Simonds Membership Mary Price Bill Halvingis

Treasurer John Moffatt Programs Amy fedyk Cindy Harrison-felix
Activities Pum Riehl Pub. Rslations  Peggy Medved Dicug Lanyl * Tuarry Martin
By-Laws Gloria Fontaine Sofer Ray Laura James Joan Ryan

Education Harry Price web Master Roger James Joan & Bob Westbrook

SOLAR MEE LI'INGS are generally held the first Tuesdsy ofeach morth in Soushtield at the Colony Hell, 21780 Eve: e
(hetween 8 & 9 Mil2 Roads) at 7-:30. Visitors can come for FRZE.

THENOLAR RAY is ¢ monthly publication vf SOLAR aud is sent fiee to currznt dues-paid members If you ch our addrcss
please tell the membership chairman, Mary Price, hmprice@ameritech.net.

Ll

ubuission guidelines:
Articles must be 5C0 words or less

SOLAR events have priority gver non-club events; events in the next 2 months have prionity over other events
Please submit vig email pr Word attachment to Lauwrad991 (@rrodigy.net

Pleass submit via regular mail to Laura Jarres, 57100 W. Eight Mile Road, Northville M1 48167,

Please submit photps as JPEGs ¢r prints only

@ All articles and photos must be antributed apd submitling photos is encouraged!

March issie deadline is Sunday, May 19; NO SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THAT DATE ©

[$19191%1§
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