» SOLAR RAY

JUNE 2.00I

25" ANNIVERSARY BASH

or, putting the "R” in SO LAR

Believe it or not folks... the SOLAR Club is celebrating its 25"
vear anniversary! To commemorate this event, your ever vigilant,
duly devoted, awe-inspiring steering committee has put together a
weekerd event that will not only knock your socks off and tip up your
tent, it will truly describe what the “R” stands for in SOLAR. Do your
fellow Solarites kncw how to have fun? You betcha! So join us JUNE
23 (mark that on your calendar now) at Island Lake Recreation Area
for some fantastic fun in the sun' Kayak and canoe races are
scheduled, along with many other fun-filled events. Any ideas, leta
steering committee member know at the meeting!

The cost is $15.00 for a cabin stay 2 nights {including the BBQ)

OR $5.00 for the Saturday BBQ only, which starts at 4 p.m.
{We need BBQs!)

The SOT.AR Club will be furnishing hamburgers, hot dogs,
condiments, and soft drinks. Other than these items, bring your own.
And a dish to pass please — remember Solarites can eat!

--Tom Poster -

DIRECTIONS: [slard Yake is at exit 151
(Kensington Road) on westbownd 6, Tius is just
west of Kensington Metropark. Turn night at the
top of the exit and continne south across Gramd
River, Go about 1/1 nile, the park entrance is on
the left Once inthe nark, tum right, just afler the
admuss.on booths, GO 3.% milgs through nice
rolling hills The "rustic cabins” are on the left,
less than | mile past Spring Mitl Pond.

PACKING LIST: a dish to pass, baverages, BBQ,
rainfly, chairs, cooler, bike, huking boots, bathing
suit, kayak, canoe, your Ten Essertials (yno
never know...)




SOLAR Calendar Summer 2001

June ... 1ons going on!
June 5 Tuesday General Membership Meeting Colony Hall Leslie Cordova (218) 547-5626
June & Backpacking 203 Ciass Carol McCririe (517) 548-5732
June 6 & 7 UTM & Declination Class Peggy Medved (248) 390.3969
June 8 Friday Biweehly Kayaking™ TBA Larry Dunn {248) 932-59%3
June B Friday SOLAR Day at Moosejaw — 15% oft
Juna 8-10 Weekend Kayak Demo Days Grand Traverse Bay Mast Daltcn (248) 360-0031
Junz 8:10 Rock Climbing Rattlesnake Park Ontario Laura Alkin (517) 324-0564, (albinlau@msu.edu}
Juna 9 National Trails Day*™* Stoney Creek Peggy Medved (248) 390.3969
June 10 Sunday Whitewater Rafting Cheat River, W. Virginia Margaret Martin (734) 721.2821
Junz 16-17 Archaeologlcal Field School Rattlesnake Park Ont, Laura Phi lips Laurad921@prodigy.net
Junz 23 Saturday Basic Canceing Class [sland Lake Larry Martin (734) 891-385%6
June 22.24 SOLAR 25th Anniversary Weekend Island Lake Tom Poster (248) 706-9363
June 23 4 p.m. SOLAR 25th Anniversary Bash island Lake Tom Poster (248) 706-9363

July... together now, ‘“Oh Canada_.."
July 6.8 Rock Climbing Rat:lesnake Park Ontario Laura Albin (517) 324-0564, albinlau@msu.edu
July 7 Saturday SOLAR Day at Moosejaw - 15% off
=MONDAY** JULY © General Membership Meeting Colony Hall Leslic Cordova {248) 547 5626
July 21.22 Archaeological Field Schoel Rattlesnake Park Onta‘io Laura Fhillips {fill=d}
July 22 Sunday 11th Annual Fassil Hunt*** Arkona Ontario Jirn Gilfix (734)-513.9460
July 27-29 Canoe Trip Manistee River Graylirg Tom Qloffo (313) 386-0057

August (preview)
Aug 7 Tuesday General Membership Meeting Colony Hall Leslie Cordova (248} 547-5626
Aug 10-12 Rock Climbing Fattlesnake Park Ontzric Laura Albin (517) 324-0564, albinlau@msu.cdu
Aug 10-12 Mammoth Caves Crawl Mammoth Caves, KY Karen Bates lady_mushar@yahoo.com {filled)
Aug 24-26 Defrarce 11t1 Annual Canoe Quting Hale, M Dave Defrance (517) 552-3660

Fall (for the long-term planners)
Sept. 4 Tuesday General Membership Meeting Colony Hall Lesiie Cordova (248) 547-5626
Sept 7-9 Rock Climbing Rattlesnake Park Ontario Laura Albin (517) 324.0564, albintau@msu.edu
Qct. 26-28 Harseback Halloween Party Double JJ Ranch Rothbury Lisa Boose (248) 358-5330

+KAYAKING 101 is a monthly presentation on the 3rd Wednesday of each month for beginning to seasoned
paddlers, Starting June 8, 2nd and 4t Fridays will be a scheduled paddle at different iccations. For more

information please call Larry Dunn at EMS 248.932 5953 or Alan Heavner at Heavner Canoe Rentals, Milford
248 685 2379.

= Denotes NCN-SOLAR activity (SOLAR will 1ot 2e Feld responsible for this activity, On calendar for
informational purposes only). If you would like to plan / lead a SOLAR activity, contact Pam Riehl at
pariebl. @retscape net or golaractivities@oetscape, net.

SOLAR HAS A NO-REFUND POLICY, IF YOU ARE UNABLE TQ ATTEND AN ACTIVITY, YOU MAY "SELL YOUR
SPOT" TO ANOTHER CLLIR MEMRER
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June 6 - 7
UTM GRID AND
DECLINATION CLASS

Location-Benchmark

248.477-8116 Attention fellow map tca'd:rs-. Here jsan op]iortu mfy'to learn or
32715 Grand River, Farmington  &ven brush ap on utm g1id and declination. The class is geared
June 6™ @ six-thirty p.m. towards tha more experienzed map and compass tmadars.

June 7™ @ six-thirty p.m.
»4 CONSIS 208N cays Topics include The Three Norths; Drawing UTM grids on USGS
Prerequisites: Graduate of maps; Universal Transverse Metrcator Grid; Programming GPS for

:miﬂﬂi_ﬂg B&"‘Pa&i:i';‘g Oilﬂ“d UTM systems; basic cross~country navigation; geomagnetic
avigation L1ass ap " e .

Compass reading experience raference fields on the internet.

{Please note people with little or

no map reading experience are  You will need 2 base plate/protractor-type compass, ruler,
not quatified for this class) pen/pcnci] and paper.

Con'acl Pegyy Medved for quastivns — 2¢8-390-3969

Review of Wildflower Hike and Kite fly

On May 5 1 met a number of Solar-ites at the Nature Center at Kersington. We toured the nzture
center then went for an hour-long hike around the lake. We saw many types of flowers including
tons of Trillium, violets, May apples, wild geranium, buttercup and Jack in the pulpit.

We zlso saw a couple of deer on the trail, including one, which came right up to us to snifT an apple.
Unfortunately the only apple T had was a balloon apple, and it seemed to gense this and moved away,
but not before I got the photo, which may appear in later Solar Rays. We had a nice picnic as
someone brought a gnll with all the fixings. The kite fly was shor;, but we did get the kites in the air
fur 2 while. We wanted to go tc the Farm area to see them shoeing the horses.

Allin all it was a fon day. I want to thank ¢l those who showed up, those who brought food and for
not listening to those who said we wouldn’t see any wild flowers, We did,

-~Jim Gilfix
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Archaenlogy Pigs June 16-17, July 21-22

Ouwly a «couple Salarites have experienced an
archaeological dig. but thats about to change. This
summer, SOLAR is going to a nearby school to leam about
the fascinating world of archaeological field work, The
two-day school is an excellent introductios for enthusiastic
amateurs to lcarn to do field and lab work and find nut
about veolunteer opportunities. It's like going to college
and majoring in archaeology, without all the fuss.

Qur scientific curiosities will take us (v Lhe Crawford Lake
area in southern Ontario. The Rife Site was a netwark of
Troquois villages occupied about 550 years ago right befora
European contact. The archaeologists have recreated one
of these villages complete with long houses. Many
beautiful things have been found there, such as intricate
combs carved of elk antlers and arrowheads, knives, pots,
and tools. Two vears ago, a volunteer found a 4,000-year-
old bone needle for lacing snowshoes (the Iroquois who
found it must have dug it up and kept itas an ancient
curiosity!}

The Rife Site is near Campbeliville, Ontario on the Bruce
Trail. We'll camp at Raitlesnake Park, where many of us
have been rock climbing. The cost is aduits - $160
({including 2 funches and Saturday BBQ} plus camping,
and children over 8 are welcome for $110. We will arnve
Friday nightand leave Sunday at>.

SOLAR’s response has been great, but overwhelming; the
archaeologist has had second thoughts and limited sign-
ups to 15 people per weekend. Thus as of mid-May there
are 5 spots left on the June trip and 1spot left on the July
trip. For more information emait Laurad991@prodigy.net
or call home (810) 446-1123. Find more at the official site,
www.uwu.ca/ museum /expeditions/rife/rife_intro.html
or the website of ArchaeoExpeditions, an adventure guide
service that runs trips to Rife & internatonal destinations,
htp:/ /www.incerimpact.com/expeditions/exped.himl.

—Laura Phalbips

June’s Fratured Speaker

Dr. William Finlayson, an archaeologist
at the London (Ontario) Museur of
Archaeology for 27 years, will join us at
our Junc Solar meeting. He will be our
teacher for thus summer’s two field
schools. He has devotzd his studies to the
excavation and study of Iroquois sites in
Ontario. He wrote a book chronicling his
work in the area titled “Iroquoian Peoples
of the Laud of Rocks and Water, A.D.
1000-1630: A Study in Settlement
Archagology,” for sale on amazon.com.
Dr. Finlavson is Lawson Puofessor of
Canadiar: Archaeology at The University
of Western Ontadio and former Director-
General of the London Muscum of

: Archaeology, a University affiliate. While

focusing his rescarch on the Craw{ord
Lake area, he also directed 2 of the largest
salvzgefrescue archacological projects in
southern Ontario. He has also worked
extensively on the applicatior. of
computer techniques ta archaeology.

Dr. Finlayson's talk will be entitled "The
Crawford Lake Ston: Digging inta
Ontario Archaeology". This will review
his 32-vear study of the eccupation of the
Crawford Lake area oy Iroquoian pecples

from A.D. 1000 - 1630, with highlights of

past cxcavations at the Metate site, an
carly historic Neutral villkage occupied
about AD. 1550 which will be the
location of the fizld schools in June and
July.

¢
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Figld Trip to Fossil Hunt July 22

This is 4 trip [ bagan doing when [ was new fo SDLAR and it has reafly caught an, This ie ite #" yoar. Each year it
hecomes bigger and better, if that’e possible It has evalved invo a gped family outing and 8 good trip to bang friends und
neighbore on, aa they do not need to be SOLAR membore ta go. Laet yoar aver Z4 sdutte and over 2€ kide went, "I you do not
lika kids, do not go on this trip.™ The kide run ali ovar the place [and have a great time). But if you do not have kide esme
anyhow. Us adults alen hawe a biasf,

What do we da'c” We Inok around their muszeum, hike on natuse braile, oo butterflios, taka pietures, look for aad find fane
of fossils (pluase 1ol whal you lake howe ‘o just a fewh We eat a big lunclr {pottuck shyle), take a dip under 1 S 5-Toct walerTall,
hika the radk, ewim and ganeraldy play, laugh and relax,

Whst ta bring: happy aftitude, pat ‘uek lunch, your ewn drinks, swim suit, shoee that can get wet (eandals of oid tennis
shoee work beat—hiking bsots not needed), @ waterpmaf camara, sun gnok, plagful spiril, tawel, clothss to changs into for your
ride home,

This hip goes tain or shine! The weather iz often very different there than it iz in Detroit,

Directiors from Detroit: Go to Port Humn (do not erpse inta Canada at Windaor). Taka Highway 402 east fo exit 44
and go left/natth. You are now on 7/79, The rozd goee notth then mskee s charp turn ‘g the right/eact then anoiher charp tarn
toward the town of Atkone. Just beyend the towr. butn Hight te Rock Glan (onsarvation Area, We witl mee* at their museum at
s.m. Ir'e abour 2 2.5-hout drive from rhe Darrolr area,

For more infermation contaet lim Citie at 724.512.0460.

Trilobites?
f | don't see any stinkin’
.. trilobites do you?

Solaritcs cnjoy Fessil Hunt 2000 -John Seanight
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Paddle Jike 2 pro June 23

SOLAR’s canoc paddling class is June 23 from 10
to 1 at the Island Lake Recreaticn Area. For enly $15,
SOLAR will teach you to go forward, backward, to the
tight orta the left. By the time you’re dorne, you'll be able
10 steer that canoe 1s though paddling to the stram nf a
banjo. The fee covers % a canoe, a PFD (life jacket), a
basic paddling workbook, lemonade and iced tea, and lots
of different paddles to try.

You'll stili be able to make it 10 the SOLAR
anniversary BBQ, which doesn’t start unti} 4. Sign up at
the June meeting ar conlact Larry Martin, 734-459-4500
(office) or 734-591-3856 (home).

Natiy ial Trails Pay June 4

HELP!HHMINMIUNN

DR {11111

Traills Day is coming up this June 3!

1 am in NEED of volunteers to help out with restoring the trails thay
us hikers use every day! The work will be mostly trait maintenance,
clearing soms 'invasive' shrubs and blocking off some unefficial trails
It's a good way to give back to the community for ali Lhose time we
used ihem, y&t most off all, they were there for s 10 use,

This is a ONE TIME per year event, pul on by RET end Solar!

The evens is going to takes place on Juse 9th Between 10am - 1pm
at Stoney Creede

PLEASE HELP MAKE OUR PARKS BEAUTIFUL FOR
EVERYONE, INCLUDING OURSELYES TO ENJOY!!!

Please R.S. V' P. me if yan can heip il Thask You )

Peggy Medved

For more info e-mail me 2 Meddsivi@voyager.nct

Phaone # (248) 390-3569

New putdoors site

There is a pew website, www Meet-Outdoors.com,
decigned to help penple mest ather peopls interested i1 the
outdoors! Through oty activities and classes, many people
had usked e where to medt people that like o doa
certain activity, There was never a good answer, so we
created one! If you know semeone who would be
:nterssted, piease pacs this mfarmatinn on tn them. There
is a link o www Meet-Outdoors.com on the Solar website
under Unks? If you ARE jnteresiod, xure wfurniuation G
be found an the News and Help pages of www Meet-
Dutdoors.com. Here are a fow greal features:

= [t is Outdoor based. We have found no ather sites
lailored to owdoor activities and Lifestyles. For
completeness, we have also inchuded common
activities such as billiards and darts.

= Tk ability to coter, and search, both intercsts and
interest levels! Even if you only watch an activity

= Drili down into dztabase members by location by
interest to find local rembers with your interests

=  No annoying pop-up window advertising,

*  Safety of you personal inforrmation, no menbers will
cver see your naine, street address, or e-mail address.

»  Anonymous e-mail (0 other members. You have
complcic comrol of revealing your information 1o
other members!

*»  Angnymous e-mail messages are sent to you through
the e-mail address you specify in your acconnt profile.
This means that you do not have to log back in to the
site 10 check 1o s if you lave any acw mcssages!

«  Multiple seasches are available with varying levels of
complexity. From searching by a handle, to searching
by specific interests with specific interest levels. You
can pick and use whichever scarch best meets yoor
needs!

= A hot list and an 1gnore list to track people you want
to corzespond with, and to specfy which uscrs vou do
10t want 1o reeeive ¢-mails from.

* (Convenient and easy navigation; ioniitive user
interface.,

»  Robust ennngh to help yon find a p2n pal. a friend, an
activity (training) parncr, or a retadonship!

*  Comvenient vl of all personal contact, personal
information, photo, inlerests and interest levels, and
account information from separate sections under the
update page.

*  Aneasy way 10 s2nd refemals to other members. If
you have completed filling out your account, all you
have to do is type in the e-mail address.

W handlc cverything clsc for you! We hope these features
interest you and you give us a chance to help youn! See you
at www Meet-Owtdgors. com!

Take care,

Al Pastula
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Lanoe the beautiful Manistee River July 27 - 29

Come join me & 29 fellow Solarites for a fun-filled weekend of sun and waler on the beautiful Manistee
River just west of Grayling. We will bte doing a 4.5-hour canoe trip on Saturday, July 28. The cost for canoeing
and camping is only $25) (if they haven’t changed the fees from last ycar)

We will be camping out at the Upper Manistee River Campground; this is a rustic (no fush toilets or
efectricity) campground with 20 walk-in sites, which means vou will have to carry your gear a short distance so
bring a wagon. We will stop at the campground for lunch while canceing. Due to the hopefully HOT weather
there will be no potluck so you are responsible for your own food. Since this is a state forest campground please
try to arrive early Friday (] can’t save 20 sites). The campground very rarely fills so it shouldn’t be a preblem.

Other activities in the area include Hartwick Pines, Grayling fish hatchery (catch your own trout for
dinrer) and last buf not least the start of the annual Grayling :0 Oscoda cance race Saturday night.

For moe infurmation call me at 313-386-0057 or email mcmouttainman{@yahoo. com,
-- Tom Oloffo

FREE GEAR !

SOLAR has a chance in the Backpacker Magazine Gontest

Backpacker Magazine is having an online contest where you can record "bag nights™ (nights spent in sleeping
bag) for the year. They are GIVING AWAY GEAR. But mor= importantly, you Can assoclate the "bag nights" with an
organization, Dczens of them, ranging from the Boy Scouts to the Marines to cutfitter stoves, have already registered. [
added "S.Q.LAR.- Southfield, MI" to the list. As of May 14, we already passed up RET and eéntered the top 20 on the ist.
As of May 20, SOI.AR logged a whoppmg 118 bag nights, puﬂ:ng us |n the top ten in the nationt Here's how to help out:
Goto http: ]
Selact the "regster today" ophcn ilnk near the botbom of the page
Input the requested information to create your account.

From then on cut, yYou can iog In t the www backpacker_com site by ¢licking login near the tog of the page.
Onre logged in, click on the “Your bag nights” link near the top of the page to anter/viaw bag nights,

Hin

A

When on any “Bag nights” page, the dropdown st in the yellow "GOM™ box will 3iow you to view crganization

and other types of summaries. .

2, The "Edit and view my bag nights” link at the bcttom of the "My bag nights” and other pages will allow you to
5€2 a sumimary al your nighls and wrrect any emors,

3. Clikking the "Remember my...” checkbox during login will kog you in automatically when you visit the page after

that. Click logout an the top to turn “Remember my..." off.

The club has so many members that we should be able to stay near the top of the list. I think it would be fun for the

club to get noticed on a national level. If you agree, please jain in the effort. For more info email me at
CyberNemad r.com

—Kart Qverheu!
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RATTLESNAKE WEEKEND REVIEW

On May 11 | sponfaneously decided to take a litte
vacation with the SOLAR climbing class, and off we
weare on our way to a place called Raltlesnake
Point Conservation Area, just outside Toronto. Elsa
& | found our way there just in fime tc sample
everybody's dinner. “Perfect timingl” So what does
a non-climber do at Rattlesnake Point? Well, Elsa
& | went to Burlington, on Lake Ontario, and
discovered a beautiful city which had managsd to
keep its small -own charm and people that were
diverse and friendly — unlike our neigabors in the
next campsite, who had laid claim to, of all things,
“The Quthouse.” Now | thought “The Outhouse
Ciassic’ was in the U.P. But this guy thought
different, as he gave us hours of 2ntertainment.

| spent some time observing our group as an
inquisitive outsider and found SOLAR’s climbing
class (directed by Laura Albir} to be sxtramely
competent. The instructors' attitudes were
professional and encouraging. All the basics were
covered In depth, ‘o a palnt that ail the students will
enjoy this sport with a long safety record. And i'm
sure that whatever gym o" mountain they
approach, they will win the immediate respect of
veteran climbers there. Happy trails!

-Mark Mirzcian

Rick Waller and Mary Boomer set up an anchor system,
Below Icht - Denise Kordie, Joan Tobin, and Jacob Sams.

Blow nght - Peggy Medved.
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Longrats new SOLAR Board Menbers

First | would like to thank all of the steering commiittee
members who gecided not 1¢ yun for re-esection. They have put
in a Jot of time and energy over the years to help ensure that
the SOLAR club continues to run smoothly, They are: Laura
Albin — Bylaws, Ten Simonds — Public Relations, David
Foerster ~ Programs, John Fedyk — Historian, and Ted Huff -
Secretary.
Coangratulations to your new steering committee-
Leslie Cordova - President
Tom Cloffo — Vice-President
John Simonds — Secretary
John Moffat — Treasurer
Pam Riehi - Activities
Amy Fedyk — Programs
Harry Price - Education
Denise Kordie ~ Hislorian
taura Phillips ~ SOLAR Ray Editor
Mary Price — Membership
Glona Fontsine - Bylaws
Peggy Medved - Publicity
Carol McCrine - Equipment
Roger James - Webmaster
Piease foel free to congratulatc everyone on their new sicering
commitiee positions.
—~Leslie Cordova

Adventure race vodunfeers needed

dello SOLAR members! We need your heip! We are louking for
volunteers to help us with the 2001 SK. AR E. Adventure Race. The
5. K. ARE. (Scenit Keweenaw Adventure Recing Experieace) will be
a 36 hour mace hosted at the new ski resort Mount Bohemiain
Michigan's Upper Peninsula. It will be a great opportunity 1o
expericuce a larger tace finst hang; ang for those who haver't been
there, the Upper Peninsula is inczedibly beautifil.

Volunteering is a greatway to learn about what is involved with a
longer race, and 10 help cheer on the competitors. We are looking for
people 1o help with registration, sctup, control points, medical s.aff,
and passidly to help with search and rescue. Obviously, some of these
positions {medical as well as search and rescre) will depend on your
background. The mec is Saturday July 28th tzough Sunday July 29t
We will need volunteers from Friday the 27th through Sunday the
29th, but that doesn't mean you have to devotz the entite time there. it
woukl be greal if yon conld stay 1he weekend, but if you can'(, let us
know when you can help! We appreciale any help you can give!

If yon are interested in vohmteering, please contact Tim Morley by

¢-mail at imi@mich-adventure.com, or conlact me, Adam ‘A )"
Pastula al ajizamich nture.com. You can find sut more details

dbout us and our race A www.Mich-Adventure com

Thank vou!
AJ. Pastula

SOLAR JOURNEY TO THE FIRST
NATIONAL PARK - YELLOWSTONE

This summcr, you have the epportunity 10 spead 2 wecks
ity Yellowstose National Park. (I introduced this brip 1o
the Club at the May meeting | The SOLAR group will
leave an 25 Angust and renim on or before 9 Seplember, a
period that spans Labor Day. Yellawstone is wilderness
offering vast, beautifut bandscapes ;i dramatic geysers.
ltisa fine place 10 see every major mammal species that
has inhabited the northem mountaing and high plains,
including elk. antelope, bighom sheep, mountain goat
woif, and bear.

The goal of the trip is to hike and camp wn the backcountry
and sxplore the Park’s many different biomes. Most trails
charge elevation gradually, and climbs are short, Between
hikes, we will towr the tourist sites including the geyser
basins. Park campgrounds oiter shopping and cleaning, so
the hikers can resapply without eves leaving the Park

The Park is mostly rolling, high country, a plalcau Ll
once was a volcanic caldera. The plateau has elevations
from 7500-83500 feet with mountain peaks from 10,000 to
11.00H) feet  Rivers and lakes, forests and gragslands
provide great variety for hikers, Geysers and waierfalls
are hexpesnd i ik backcountry. seldom visivd by anvope
but the occasional hiker. At this time of yeatr, bugs are not
a problem and the weather is normaly dry and cool. The
tourist hoards are gone.

Most pecple thinking of Yellowstone have visions of
gevsers and grizzlies. both pawerful and mre Theye are a
lew dangers here, as in backcountry amywhere. We shall
prepare for camping in bear country by l=urning huow 1o set
up asafe camp. and generally will be hiking in groups of 4
or more. The groups can use adjacent campsites along the
trails

Sq far, 12 pecple are commined w go, most fving 10
Montana. We intend to have our second meeting in early
June 1o discuss gear and food and trails to use. There is no
limit 1o bosy many mov joia us, and the deadline sign up
is 1 August. Iam not collecting money. Dec:de soon and
duy cheaper tickets, but try (o odincide your ravel with
athers $o it is easier to get 10 and fram the Park  Airtine

and rail tickets both cost around $400. We can share the
costs of rental cars.,

For more information, see me at the next SOLAR
meefings 1 have kandouts to give you and will be happy
0 ANSWET your questions.

~-Rob Mair
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WANTED: GEAR TESTERS - NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

A tunny Lhing happened on 1he fight from Amsterdam to Detrct in March. Gene and Leslis Cordova and Maria Edwacds
just happened ta be sitting near Gianpietro Baltrameila, the Preskient of Gabel Group, an Halian trekking pole
manufadurer. We began a simple canversation, eventually mentioning the SOLAR club. Well, 1o come right to the paint,
Mr. Beliramello has shipeed numerous pairs of very nice [ocking, highar and trakking poles that he would like our club to
demo. The only caich is that he wants feedback on the poles, so if you agree to be a geartester, you will also be

expected to fill out a brief questionnaire.

According to Mr. Betramello: *Try to have them used by ail kinds of people, all ages and a8 skils. Some of the feaures
include; A.1.C.S. (Anti-impact-Cushion-System), which is a ureihane-foam-spring that ebseorbs vibration, specia‘ly
dedicated for long use of the polas during the day. Another interesting and exclusive item is the FLS ( Fit-Link-System).
This is a 30 strap, which shoukl improve perfermance during use.” These trekking poles are available in the United

Stales and are sold by Suunto USA.

So, are you planning a tackpachk or hiking bip in Michigan (hts summer? How about out west, or are you lucky enough to
a0 out of the country this year? Take a set of trekking poles with you.

Sound like something you would be interasted In? Call or e-mail Leslie al (248) 547-5626 or leslicgenc@aploom. A fully

refundable depaosit of $50 is required.

$olar Dgccnda an BE:I CIE Siate Park

If you missed it, you missed a great time! About 25 of us spenl
the myost beautiful weekend of 2001 hiking, biking, bird
watching, wildflower identifyang, star gazing, playing Frishee
and/or Enchre, canoeing, kayaking, mellowing-out and of course
cating, a Solar specialyy. People did their oun thing, The 6-mile
plus loop throngh the marsh was traversad nultiple times by
bikers, hikers anad bird and wildflower eathusiasts the Laner of the
two having a lot to check out. Ididn't dc any birding. so if vou
wan to know what was “seen” you'll have to check with the trip
lcader, Dong Lanyk. And if I had donc some scrious wildfower
ideatifying I could tel: vou more there too, bul [ was more into
exercise, Doug did point out that there were Pink Ladies Slippers
along the trail, which [ did see and are ooe of my favorite
wildflowers. The woods were rampant with wild geranium alsc.
The mraii is fiun to ride as it winds through the coal woxds and
over a senes of wooden bridges.

After everyone had thaar £l of their chasen activity on Saturday,
we had the traditional pouuck, Once again [ was amazed at what
can be conjured vp on a camp cook stove, Afierwards thers was a
presentation at the nature center on astronomy and 1hat’s where [
went. There were mini-1alks on the heavenly bodics, tzlescopes
and how to read a star chart. When the talks weee over theee were
telescopes set-up outside pointed to points of interest in (he

night sky. Those who didn't atiend (he talks just relaxed by
another Solar specialty - the evening bonfirc Sunday marning
Doug provided brunch with mere camp stove delicacies
in¢lding slimnp scainpi. Once again 1 graced imy way dwough
the courses and then most people hit the trails and waterways to
enjoy the second gorgeous day before hzading home.

Like I said earlier, if vou missed it, you misszd a great ime. All
our thanks to Doug for the time he invested and np-planning
talents that made it easy for the rest of us.

- Nancy Day
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Who Won the LASER CHALLENGE?
Was b the SKIWT's or the SOLAR Club?

Tt was a beautiful sunny day on Saturday, April 7, and
we had 24 out of 30 warriors show up to play inside.
With our code names in our mincs we walked up and
entered it into the computer. This year |, Jefl Enterkin,
played on the SOLAR team. Game ONE was everyone
for themselves -- no teams. This way the ones who
never played befcre can get used 1o the game room We
exited the game room to see who the top three warriors
were: 1st Jeff Enterkin, 2nd David Foerster, and 3rd
Mike Ameel. Game TWO. Teams. SKIWI vs SOLAR.
You knew your leaminale by the flashing color on
yonr vest - RED aor GREEN. The battles was fierce.
The Skiwis had a good hold of one of the towers.. The
victors where the SKIWIs with a score of 2546.
SOLAR had 2479. But I will say that one of the Solar
guns wasn't working right. The top three ranking
warriors were 1st Kevin Ng (Skiwi), 2nd Jeff Enterkin
{Solar), and 3rd Mike Goatley (Skiwi). Game THREE,
Tcams. This timc SOLAR wen with a scorc of 2451 -
2808. The top three ranking shooters are 1st Leslie
Cordova from the Solar team, 2nd Mike Goatlev from
the Skcwid _1'Ms team, and Jrd Jeff Enterkin from the
Solar team. We all had a great time. Until the next
challenge... Be ready.

- Jeft Enterkin
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Moosej%w‘:c bes equipment and ouierwear Inthe word. ond ome nonsense,

Moosejaw Mountaineering

Presents

10% OFFT all gear and
outerwear EVERY DAY for
SOLAR

*excleding kayaks

Bonus!!! Receive 15% off on three

SOLAR DAYS:

Friday, June 8

Saturday, July 7

Stop by your local Moosejaw for more fun than you can handle.
Of course, this won'’t work if you live in Nepal, but that’s why we've got
Moosejaw.com

Muvsejaw Bittninghwn Moose:aw Grosse Fointe  Moosejaw East Lansing Moosejaw Chicago Moossiaw Deerlield
34288 Woodward 16844 Kercheval S55 E. Grand River 1445 W. Webster Place #9 740 N. Waukegan
Birmingham, MI 48009 Grosse Pointe, MI East Lansing, M] 48823 Chicago, 1L 60614 Deerficld, [L
248-203-7777 48230 1517) 333-4000 {(7T73)526-1111 {(773) 520-1t11
(313) 881-9999
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SOLAR Steering Committee

President Leslie Cordova
Vice President  Tom Oloffo The SOLAR Club publishes the SOLAR RAY once a month for free 1o
Secretary John Simonds current duzs-paid members. All contributions (trip reports, upoming events,
Treasurcr John Mbftat pholas and articles) must be received no later than 2 wozks tefore the next
Activities Pam Riehi SOLAR meeting. S¢nd them to:
By-Laws Gloria Fontaine By email: Layrad99 1@ prodigy. nei (preferred — no, Strot‘ngl&r Preferred -
Educalion Hamy Price Plcas: send only Word attachmenis)
Equipment Carole McCririe By mail Laura Phillips, 31631 Fairfield Warren MI 48093
Historian Denise Kordie
Membership Mary Price
Programs Amy Fedyk Chack oot SOLAR on the Warld Wide Web
Public Relations P2egy Medved wwy solarowtdoory.com
Solar Ray Laura Phillips wwyaolroutdoors.qre
Web Master Roger James
At Large Mike Banks
Moe DeFrance
Al Fylak Manthiy meeting location Join us at the Colony Hall, 21730 Evergreen
Steve Gardner (petween R and ¢ Mite Roads) in Santhfield ar 7:30 p.m. Visitors can come for
Biil Halvingis FREE. Membership ducs are:
Cindy Harrison-Felix Individuals - $30a year / 3150 lifelime
Dcug Lanyk Fatrilies - $45 a vear $225 lifstime
Larry Martin
Joan Ryan Meetings are hetd the firet Tuesday each month, BUT this July, the haliday
Joan & Bob interferes witk thal cusiom and instead, SOLAR will held its July meeting or.
Westbrook Monday, July Y,
SOLAR i€ a nen-profit club with Solar Club
glmost 400 members dedicated P.O.Box2438
to the intelligent enjoyment of Southfizid, MI 48303

naiure and outdoor pursuits. All
SOLAR adventures begin at our
meelings. There, you cangetto
know the other members and
sign up for SOLAR activities,
trips and classes

GENF. & LESLIE CORDOVA
14320 BORGMAN

Memoership is unly $30 a
sership is vnly 3 year OAK PARK, M[ 48237

and includes discounts to a
number of retail cutfitiers,
accese to club-owned
equipmeni, a monthly
newsiatier, and a chance to
meet hundreds of other like-
minded adventurers trawn
together by a common love of
pristine lakes breathtaking
visias, viigin forests and scenic
cshorelines, and the expenences
to be found there.
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