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Happy Halloween
This month’s program is hosted by Tom Olaiio, and Reb Matr.

Ao

Hang on to your seat as they sweep you into the white water of
the magnificent Grand Canyon.

A slide show will be presented, illustrating their tvip last year
down the Colorade River, through the Grand (anyon!

Perliaps you are considering
a (rip, such as tis...

Or just want to see the
beauty of the canyon.

The slide show will
start right after the meefing!

ATTENTION:
MARY HALIL PRICE (MEMBERSHIPS) HAS A NEW EMAIL ADIDRESS:
MPRICEZ708@AQL.COM



UPCOMING SOLAR CLUB ACTIVITIES

Octoker 3 General Membership Meeting
Southfield - Colony Hall

Cctober 6-8 Backpacking Practical #2
Munising - Pictured Rocks

Cetober 11 (6-8pm)

Qeteber 14 (Sam-1pm)

Edible Wild Plants Clase
Meaitthaei Botarical Gardens
734-298-2061

Octeber 13-15 Whitewater Rafting
W. Virginia - Gauley River
Tom Dunn 248 683-2617

Cctober 14 - Point & Shoot Pheto Class
Kensington Metro Park
Tom Cloffa 734-388-0057

Cetober 20-22 Halloween Weekend
Bald Mountain Recreation Area
Lisa Bocse 248 881-3617

Qetober 20-22 Color Tour/Bike/Cance
Welf Lake - Hart/ Montague Ared
Moe DeFrance 317 552-38680

Qctober 20-22 - Land Navigation and
GPS Crienteering

Waterloe Reereation Arec
Pat Murad 248-887-3887

Ccetober 27-23 Double J Ranch Resert
Lisa Boose 248 881-3617

Nov. 7 - General Membership Meeting
Southfield - Coleny Hall

Nev. 10-12 - Nordhouse Dunes/Backpack
Nordhouse Dunes, MI
Dave Foerster 724-452-0892

Nov. 18 - Travel Writing Workshop
Troy, ML
Kim Osborne 810-358-5769

December 9 - Winter Qutdoor Safety
Westland
Glenn Pace 234-458-9353

December 13 - Michigan Winters
Backpacking

Benchmark - Farmingten

Tom Dloffa 734-388-0057




HOWL about & BOOtiful
weeskend at Bald Mountain Hecreaion Area
(October R0-8R). & frightful nighta in rustic
sabina, a trip to 8 haunted apple orchard,
pumpkio carving and DEADcOrating,

LY pizza party, costume COUNTess, games
e~ for boys and GHOULS, campfire
stories, and FUN for ths whole family!

Only 20 PLO1'S availabls, on a first comse, Iirst served
{(for dinnor?? basig.

Lisa Boosge i3 BLERDING this gscary and
fun weekend. See her atthe SOLAR
meoting or call her at 48 881-3817.

Are you “on line” and looking f:w sites directed towards ocutdoor activities®
Tr}{ out these:
®* Recreation.gov is a ste for National Parks aad fore:s’rs,
* OutdoorReview.com reviews equ pment and clothing
fcw the ocutdoors,
- Campme’r.com lhas ;—:ooh-me recipes,
o Creocites.comd eachantedFo r*c.5+/9|acf o/ 8851/ index . him
s ¢ site for Givl Scouts, but has <.'.un~\p[i re. songs and
activities for the outdoors,
e (.’.)nlimef\}ews.l-\a+/campiﬁg.h+m1 has all types of informaﬁon

for outdoors activities, t’\il{ihg, bockpacking, and camping,




Point and Shoot Photo Class

Tired of people running away, or squinting & asking.....”what’s
this supposed to be?”, when you show them your...snapshiots™
Well then, Tom Oloffo has the class for you! Turn those
pictures into PHOTOS. You'll learn the basics of your camersa,
and composition, so you'll be able to take award winning photo’s with a
simple point and shoot. This will be a fun class cutdocrs at Kensington
Metro Park {North Hickory Ridge) picnic area, on Sat. Cct. 14, at 1 pm.
A rain date will bc Sunday, Oct. 14, same time. The cost is $6 plus
entry fee to the park. Please bring ramera and pen & paper with you,
and any photo’s that you can’t figure out, and are wondering what the
heck happened with this! Limit 30 people

k8. Tom says you can either have a barbecue (old fashiconed SOLAR
pot luck], or you can go hiking.....and then OUT TO EAT at a

iocal eatery. Let him know which choice at the October meeting
sign up. Tom Oloffo 313-386-0057, or memountain@yahoo.com

0 NEST YOUNG MEN.., WOMEN 100!

Lisa Boose is plenning ¢ tiip 10 the Double J Ranch in Rothbury,
Michigan the weekend of October 27 - 29, Rothbury s
approximately 3 his from Detoit, 20 miles north of Muskegon.
This weekend should be a BLAST! Ride, golif (ar &ot#) packages
are available, with all meals, acivities, accommaodcations, and
FUN, for $225 per person. You provide your own fransportation,
we provide e fun.

The horselback package includes one scheduled or cornal ride per day,

The gclf package includes up 1o 18 noies per day.
L The golf and horseback package includes 18 holes of golf per day, plus
: daily horseback riding.

All packages nclude a Com Roast & Hayride on Friday night, 2 oieckfasts,
2 lunches, ana dinner on Safurday. Parties and shows are aiso InCluded!

The packages are non-refundable, bul is transferable 1o someonre else if you
can't attend. See Lisa Boose at the SCLAR meeting, or call her on 248 681-3617.



Have you read travel arficies in magazires and newspapers and wondered If YOU
could wifte ore?

Soiar memper, Kim Osbormne. and Quantum Tralning Centers in Troy have a deal 1or you!

Travel Writing Class

Learn approaches ond techniques for turning a weekend trip, vacation, or other
travel experience into features for Nrewspapers, magazines, and most important,
FOR THE SCLAR RAY!

Explore techniques for capturing atmosphere, color, and meod with words, with the
goal of creating publishable materiai,

We will explore the travel wiiting field, basic arficle structure, how 1o wiite on effective
query letter, set up and conduct Interviews, and use other iesearch ouflets, We will
discuss photogiaphy, working with editors, anc making use of other mdus’rry professionals.

No previous wiiing exeerience is necessaryt

Date: Satuday, November 18, 2000

fime: appiox. ¢ am 1o 5 or 6 pm

Place: Quantum Training Centers in Troy ;

Cost. $10 orless (a longer version of this class will be offered at Mocornb Community
Coilege for $50)

Contact Kim Osborme af 810-558-5769 or emall her al. kim_osborne@juno.com

MATT DALTON I3 SELLING.... LESTER MOK IS SELLING....\
248~360-161 579-156-0324

1 person Cabella Bivy

AR 3
2 1/2 Tbs, - never wsed $8O Qldar styla Tharm eat and Chair

groat for car camping - 945

Peak 1 Multi-fuel ateve $BO if bought new! See them
Excel. cond, - $43 at Octobar SOLAR meating
Caases of T'reaze Diiod Maals
Mountein House Brand - assortad Coloman 288 white gus lantern,
Wholesale prices - call fer infa. doukle mantles, with case -

Ncrthface Starfire 3 1/2 secson tent axcel cond - $35

© lbs - Z perssn - salf standing
like new - excal. cond - 130
Herliage Keyak - sit on top
14" Saa Dart - good. usad - $39%



 JTTENTION ALL PADDLERS AND BIRER:

It's the romake of the Hart/ Montegue trail rids
sombined with Muskegen Fiver adventure

Come join tha fun on October 20-22

: Camping on Wolf Lake: 231-788~4212

: Biking from Montegua te 777 (How much ice cream casn pou ect?)
A paved reile to trails park with lots of rest break stops

: Canceing Sunday am, on tha scenic Muskegon with the
Rionr Rat Outfitters: 231-834.941
Andareon Flate to the Rivsr Rat - « 7 he float o 4 kr. padcile

: Driving to the White Lake pier for the sunset

i The SQLAR group dinner at camp

COST: $35.00 for 172 cance, and 2 nights camping.
LOCATICN: North of Grand Rapids and East of Muskegen.

Any guestions or can't wait to sign up, contact..,
MAUREEN DEFRANCE at 317-352-3860 (defrance@isminet}
Maps available at the Cotober meating

This new snd small, but eager, outfitter has only 14 cances and 5 keyaks.
When thoy are aold aut, they will nagoticte hauling eur bexts around. Lat
W3 know your status when you sign up. Wo'll check out the aurrangerasnta.

NOEPHOLASE PLANES WIEZPERNESS CAMPING

4 THIE TRP? TO NORDHDUSE DUNES WILPERNESS HAS BEEN & TRADITION WiThH SOLAR For
,m 3 ABOUT T YEARS NOW. WE CONGIDER TAIS THE LAST OPPORTUNITY TD G0 BACRPACETING iN
M /) MICHIGAN FOR THE YEAR, BECAUSE IT'5 THE LAGT WEEREND BEFORE FIREARM DEER SEAGON, AWD
@ - AND RUNTERS OUTWIMBER EVERYTHING IN THE WooPs. TUE NORDADUSE DUMES WILDERHESS

AREA 16 A VERY UNIQUE ECOSYSTEN THAT HOT ONLY HAS DUNES, BUT ALBD IS5 MIYED WITH
JUNMPER, JACK TINE, HEMLOKCK, & RIVER, MARSHES, AND A LAKE. SOME OF THE PUNEE STARD

ABOUT 140 FR. ABOVE LAKE MICRIGAN, ANY ARE DVER 3500 YRS. DLD. THERE IS A CAR
CAMPING AREA JUST WORTH OF THE WILVERNESS AREA CALLED LAKE MICHIGAN RECREATION AREA,

THAT AAS TRAILS LEADING (NTO NORDHOLUSE DUNES. TYPICALLY, MOST PLOPLE CAR CAMP, AND

A SMALL GROUP WILL BACKPACK. MOET LIELY PATHS WILL CROSS SOMETIME DURING THE
WEEREND. NO NELD TD SIGN LP FOX TdIS TRIP. THE €OST IS FREE TO BACXPACKERS, AND
MO5T LIKELY FREE FOR CAR CAMPERS. JUST PICE Ut A MA? FROM VAVID FOERSTER AT THE
MEETING, OR ¢ALL ( T34-453-0692 oR, 734-306-T887 } 0, E«MAIL

PRFOERSTER*FUNO.COM




Benchmerk in Pormington is holding 2 SOLAR sole!
On Wednesday October 18th feom 9:.00PM-TL00PM Benchmerk will
reduce redularly priced items by 20%, for SOLAR members:

Ite time to toke advantage of these fontastic sevings on clothing, boots,
tents, packs, books,
sceessories, and moee!

Al vou need to receive
these cut-rote prices is
te be there offer
9.00PM ond SN SN SN
ot your soLA7 A
membership cord.. Dont lesee home witheut it

Land Navigation and Orienteering

Come and learn how to get from “hither to yon”, safely and wisely in this class.
You will learn how to use a map and compass for on-trail hiking as well as
off-trail bushwacking.

For those who have taken this class, you can practice your skill in the upcoming
orienteering meets. The meets are organized by the Southern Michigan
Orienteering Club, and you can get information and schedules at the website;
htip.//www.angellire.com/mi/SMCC/index.html. Basic instruction and compass
rental are availaable at each meet. SMOC will also have their first GPS/UTM
orienteering on Qctober 29, at the Pontiac Lake Recreation Area, so come out if
you want to play with your high tech toy. The (fall) SMOC Newsletter is
available in PDF format by emaiiing Lester Mok at Jesmok@sprint.ca before
October 15. If you have any questions about the course or the meets, please
contact Pat Murad at 248-887-3887.




A LETTER 1O IHL EDITORS:

September 1%, 2000

As | reflect uoon the 8 wonderful years that | have been a membar o the SOLAR Club. | marvel at the opporunities
mar | hcve peen blessed witn. | have always loved the outdocrs and the adwentyres to be found thete, Since the
Qge of 8. wren nenama o Cub Seaud, thieugh my middke sohodl yaars as ¢ Boy Scaut and Yow, In my adutt yecrs,
| have continued to develoged an apprecialion for the awesorme spiendor atd incredible beauty of Nature!

It is becoming mote and mofe difficult to access these wild areds. 1o spend all of ena's time In the city is unnatural
and unheaPhy. we continua ly sublect ourselves to al the stresses and cares of our fast-poced, urbaon lives. With the
development of much of Gur nal areas anc the sheady ©ss of mucl of Qur wildd Iands, i is eusy 10 [ose fouch wilt
our 1aturg) selves,

I meoum and deplore the fact that seme children, and even some acults, have never hae the Opporunity to seek
out andfind thelr places In ¢f the glory of Creation. We tend to forget that our ncturd plece Is in those magnlficent

expanses of seemingly rever ending forests, mountalns. praires, deserts and oceans,  That our splrts long for *he
freedom, ard peass, that those places offerd

That is why the SOLAR CIub 18 such G tantastic organization. It offers at of Js the oppotuniy to escape the concrete
iungle of city life and retumn 0 the widemass expanen:a thed we long for - The *Club”

is such 2 fanfasic place to 'eam new skiis, Fone existing ones, and Most Imorcntly it alows us to discover much
that is good arks noble aboul ouslevest

Now, | must ask the question “what makes the SOLAR Club so great?”

I'wil fry to answer that question frorm my pespective. 1t s each of ust Each of us has experiences, knowledgs, sills
ond glits thet we can. and should shaie with the rest of tre membersiip! Each ¢ you has rmuch © contrioue,
even if you do not realize it!

You probably all know of some isclated, shirrrmerng 'ake: socing watzrfall; verdant, sun dapcled forest;
spectaculal, sun bokeda desert, pack, or fiail somewhere. If not, you surely know of sore ethnic eatery. natuial
histany museurn or nature mevie thal the menberhio would be Interesied In. You may have read atout or anly
hedard albou some enchanted spot or exotic ocation, The possiblifies, 1o share, ane neary endless. 1 you can
dream ityGu Can live it

What mokes our club so great is that people care. People voluntzer thell fime ard knowledge toteach, and instil
In others e Iove Thal we have 1or Nature.  If YO one led Tips, faugnr ckasses, Or SImply shared thell entNuskasTi with
the rest of us, we would not have these manvelous opporunites. The Club is only as great as YOU aliow It to be.

I'kmow that we are al busy. | know il we have a ol of wesponsibilities ard Bal 1l ne ousses by sG quickly, But, think
about those facors and then think trat without you, and *he Cluk, mony people would never have the chance to
expenence ‘he joy that we feel each time that we escape from the hectc pace of cur modem lives, 10 the
pcacchul serenlty of the wild!  Mease get invoived and share of yoursefves!

I woald ke to challenge each of you to think of what gifts, talents and experences you bing and then share tham
with the Club. You will Isave you marks on so many kves, and you wil create beautiful memenies, ond ficndships,
that tast a fifetime!




Review of

THE “Oth ANNUAL FOSSIL HUNT

by Jim Gilfix

Or July 235, 2000 we met. for the 10th time at the Rock Glen
Conservation Area, in Arcona Canada. Thie year | had twenty-three
people sign up, seven cancelled, and about FORTY showed up!

| felt really good because my niece, Erin, got to go this year, along
with her family.

We had a great hike. When we went down to the river, we discovered

that the water was so high, that there was no longer a sand bar. We | . R
st'll were aple t.o find fossils, thoLgh. Avoril, Blake &
After | found the first wildlife (a frog), Erin found a emall enapping Alegra’s first

SOLAR trip.

tu-tle and a frog, too.

Thie year the stsire to the top didnt seem so tough. Although we
only had one grill, and a small supply of hot dogs, the potluck was
still big. Nothing compared to last years three grills and four
wvatermelors., Nc watermelon this year, but that wae OK since it
was chilly.

Erin, Bridget, | Afer Lunch, | started things off by standing under the big fzlls.
Olivia, & Allegra New members and f-iends, includirg Erin, Clivia, Allegra, Blake,
enjoyed the day. and April, soon joined in.

Cene Cordova took over in showing the kids how To get wet, and how not to shiver
too badly.

The walk down to the creek was fun, as was the walk to our “specizl” fossil spot. This
the spot was quite small, due to the kigh water level. The current
was swift, much to the chagrin of the “wee ones”. Too bad the
water wasn't warmer, the sun a little hotter...

After getting back to the cars and changing irto dry c'othes, te
c'ouds finally left and the temperature went up to the 80's... we
could have usea the watermelon thenl

Thanks to alil who went.. See you next. yearl

Gene gves moral
cupport to Olivia,
ane Erin (freezing).




Foint Felee Trip Report

- Kob Marir
By the end of the work week, the wezther locked nasty and we wondered if we wouid
be wet ail weekend. Judy and | arrived first at Point Pelee, following an intense rainbow
in the sky of southern Ontario.

An easy, rural drive to an empty national park on Lake Erie - no one even al the
gate. Qur group campsite was totally screened by trees, a short hike from
the reserved parking area. We walked to the shore and watched
waves breaking in a stiff wind.

There were 2 other groups present. You would see them
now and then. but the privacy of our site was almos
t complete: little sound from cars or people and no
strangers walking through. isin,, Y

Solarites straggled in for hours and found us o Sy despite lack of
a sign at the campground side road.

The overcast night was mild. We could always hear sutf crasning cn the
beach like a distant storm. Tents formed a circle around a commons

with picnic tables and a fire ring. We
relaxing.

stayed up for a while v'siting and

By morning, there were 14
the day 3 more showed up.

camgpers gresent, and during

Under a clear, chilly sky, a few
Island and the rest hiked to the
the Point to find butterflies. The
penetrate into the forest. Monarch
side, near the tip.

We saw a few hundred gathered and areparing to cross Lake Erie. A
branch covered with ocrange, fluttering wings is afine sight. We tried to visualize that
rare moment when tens of thousands take off at once. These fragile insects can fly
2000 miles and survive to lay eggs in Mexico.
Later on Saturday, and then on Sunday our
cycling and kayaking. On Saturday

great meal of courses brought from

several bottles of good wine. The fire

conversations and stories that

left for a day on Pelee
Visitor Center and on to
constant wind does not
butterflies "hole up" on the iee

greup spent more time hiking and
evening most of us shared a
home or cooked on site, and
was the focus for

ended around midnight.

Sunday was warmer and

up to 25 mph. Six-foot waves
Monarchs hid in the fcrest and
gastern beach. Ve came home

yet much windier, with gusts

on the western shore.
stable flies owned the
satisfied and worn out.



Enjoy Michigan Winters BACKPACKING

Wiater backpeacking skill ig not just for winters, it ig algo a useful back-up for the
unsxpected cold days in carly spring and late rall.

This course will teach you the “ins-and-outs” of cold weather backpacking, Wa'll
teach you how to stay warm, how to keep your energy level up when skiing, ar
gnow shoeing. Wa'l aldo teach you how to build @ gnow ghelter, just in cage some-
bhing does go horribly wrong on that easy “S-hour ski wrip”.

You can glso use these gkills while camping glaciers, or snowy peaks at the Rockies.

The first class will be on December 13th, and the remaining classes held on all five
Wedneedays in January(R001). The practicals will be on the weekerds of Jan. R0th,
and Feb. 3, 2001. The cost is $75.00. All indoor clagses will bo held at Benchroark in.
Farmington.

The course is open to the graduates of the Backpacking Courds. The course s the
prereguisite for the Winter Survival clags , ususally held in February. Although afirst
Ald certifieation is not required, it ia recommended for cutings. Any questions, or to
reoceive more info please contact Tom Oloffo at B13-388-0087, or email him at
memaountainman@yahoo.com
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This 1 day, indoor agurse will propare noviee XC akicrs, enow-8h
and hikers for their winter day trip.

cers, dog muahors,

Tentative topics include winter hazards trip planning, clothing, hydration, nutrition,
basic trall navigauon, hypothermia and frostbite, gurvival preparation, leadership, 4
and emergenoy managcmont.

Location of the courge will be in. Westlard, on December $th, and the fee ig $15.
Please sign up at the monthly meeting

The course will not fulfill the prerequisite for the SOLAR Winter Survival class. |

hq_h“_ )
Experienced winter backpackers who want to review their safety skille are welcoine
ag instructors. Please call (lenn Pace at 734-4858-9353, for more information.



The SOLAR Club is a non-arofil
organizaton of people Interested
in gromaling aiprecition of outacor
aclivities through education and
practical exporience. The ¢lub
offers educational pregrams and
vanous «chwes, which are isted
inside.

We sponsor Fips as well as inforrral
gatfedngs f0 oroMidz an exchange
of expertise, experienzes, and
infremation Al of these confribute b
fellowshio among ils members.

The SOLAR club activities will entance
and further the skilis and infomatian
tauchtin the batic and more advancad
classes through active participation.

|
STEERING COMMITTEE
Leslie Cordova
eresident -
Tom Oloffo Haery Price
Vice President Edutation Il:
Ted Huff John Fedyk é
Secretay Historian 2
John Moffat Dave Foerster 4
Troasursr Frograms -
Amy Fedyk Terr Simonds
Activities Public Relations
Mary Prica Thomas 2oster
Membe-ship Solar Ray-Edror
Laura Albin Penni Lopez
By-Laws Co-Editor
Roger James Carole McCririe
Web Master Equipment
AT LARGE
Mike Banks Cincy Harrison-Feix
Mo DeFance Douglas Lanyk
Al Fylak Larry Martin
Steve Gardner Joan Ryan
Bill Hatlvingis Joan & Bob Westbrook
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The SOLAR RAY is a2 monthly publication of the SOLAR Club L is provided frea '1
of charge to current Jues paid members. All contributions in the form of tnp reports |
Jpcoming events, recipes, photos and orniglnal articies must be received No later gy
than 12 days aftsr the monthly SOLAR meetng. Send your contributions by email
to SOLAR_RAY @excite.com (urderscore, not dash), or by FAX to (838} 392-4832 ﬂ
extension 500-555-1212 Fcllow the instuctions. Yeu ¢an also leave a 80 second
voice mail e the same number and extension. Paper mail can be addressed to: -
Thomas Poster - Edtor Penni Lopez- Cu-Editur ""s
2350 Island View Dr 28239 Edwarc Ave. [
West Bloomf eld, MI48324 Madison His., MI 48071 |

" - ——— . - r——— .
SOLAR Hetline
24 Hour voice mail (248) 988-6658
of
5 www.SolarOutdoors.org
Meeting Location: Jom us on the first Tuesday of @ach month at

the Colony Fal, located at 21780 Evergreen Rd., between 8 and
9 Mile Rds., in Souvthfield at 7:30 PM. Visitors can attend the
meetings for FREE. Membership dues are:
tndividuals- $30 annually or $150 lifetima.
Family- $45 annually, o- $225 lifetime.

SCHOOL OF QUTDOOR LEADERSHIP, ADVENTURE, AND RECREATION

GENE & LESLIE CORDOVA
14520 BORGMAN
OAK PARK. M! 35237




