JOIN US FOR JULY'S “PROGRAM” ... THE AND ANNUAL SUMMER BROf

WE NEED YVOLUNTEERS AND GRILLS FOR THIS EVENT. BRING
A SIDE DISH TO PASS, IF YOU LIKE, BUT EVERYONE MUST BRING AV APPETITE!

THE “PROGRAM” STARTS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE
REGULAR SOLAR MEETING, AND LASTS UNTIL
THE LAST DOG QR BURGER 1S CONSUMED.

IF YOU HAVE A GRILE TU LOAN, OR A
MAGIC TOUCH FOR THE GRILL,
CONTACT DAVID FOERSTER ON (734) 453-06%2,
OR E~MAIL HIM AT OBFOERSTLRGJUNO.COM

: Last chance to get on ,
I 1 the e-mail directory! '
. i E-mail mhallpri@dme.org

- and request to be on the
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116 THE 1'TH ANNOAL DEFRANCE/ALBIN CANOE DUTING! COME JOIM THE FUR ON AuG. 18-20.
YAIS YEAR PROMISIS TO BE BETTER THAN EVER..NO PROTECTS! FRITAY WIGHT WE'LL HAvE
CARD GAMES, AIBING, AND GITTING AROUMD THE CAMPRIRR. SATURDAY, WE'LL HAVE TAE INGREDIENTS
FOR BREAIEAST. THERE WILL BE OPPORTUNTIES FOR BIRING, HIKING, SWIMMING, YOLLEYBALL, OR
WHATEVER YOU CAN IMAGINE. SATURDEY WGAT BRINGS THE FAMOUS SOLAR POTLUCR! DON'T
FORGET TD BRING YOUR DISH TO PAGS. O GUADAY MORNING, WE PADDLE DOWN TAE AUSABLE

/ RIVER FOR 5 HOUTS OF WET FUNE ALL THIS FUN I5 YOURG FOR §R20/PERSDY, WALCH INCLUDES 1/2
L CAROZ RENTAL. BREARFAST SATURDAY LORNING, RUNMING WATER, STOVE & MICROWAVE, ARD RIT
“ TOILETS, THE EVENT I5 NEAR HALE, ABOUT 2 1/2 AOURG FROM DETROIT. MATS WILL BE (R~

It was a dark and stormy night...
no, this isn’c the start of some Bogart
movie. This was the SOLAR Memorial Day
weekend trip. First there was the BAD
directions given to us by the campground
owner. Then there was the rain, the mud,
the 1ain, did I mention rain? Luckily we brought
a very large tarp to socialize and ezt under.

A few Solarites decided to goto a nearhy statepark.
Most of the remaining 9 of us maintained a sense of

humor about the trip. Saturday right we ate real good...

stirfry [rosm a wuk! Coukies, and other munchics Fllcd
us up during a hreak in the rain. Sunday we decided to
abandon the canoeing, due ta chilly weather and rain.
We went on to hikes ta Ash Cave, and a watertall, both
beautiful, and most importantly, there was no rain!

The sun actually broke chrough for a short time. But as
we hiked we heard thunder rolling in, a quick vore,
and we decided to break camp and head home. Camp
hreakdown was wet, muddy, and hurricd. Oh well,
perhaps a different kwation next year, and hopefully
better weather will be ours.

SOLAR goes high techl

SOLAR ie creating a brand new website with info
an activities, classes, aod irips. The address is:
wuw SolarQutdoors.org.

The SOLAR RAY publication ¢an be reached
threugh ihe website, or smatled directly at:

Solar__ Ray@excite.com

(that's an imderecors beiween SOLAR. and Ray).

1f you're not "online”, you can sand 2 FAX ta
the SOLAR RAY on (888} 392.-4832, swiension
| 500-555-12, Follow the instructions. Voice
| mah can atso be lefi at this same cumber. This
number is for the SOLAR RAY nevsletter, only.




Grand Canyon Rafting/Solar

by Kim Osborne

Ste aint rmuch &0 ROk 3L, bt once you get inside Rers, shell take you for a aded

She is Dorls. Sometirmes called Doris Rapid, she boasts ony 3 five-foat drmp and
the map we folfowed rated her oy a four on 2 ten-scole, bt 8s aur giide, Torn,
PIATHSE, WE WEIE IR SISapPoRTeq,

Ratting through the frst 180 mufes—the most extiting and dengerus—of the
Grard Canyon, for most of our group of 27, was the tip of & #etime on May 20-26,
Our group came 1T as 180 25 Ausoralia and ToXyo, tut maosty consisted of 19
Michiganians from the Solar Club,

The outfitter we chose, Arizona River Rumviers, made this sdverture trip seemn
TOrE (KT SUIMmer camp or Soits, tHan & GIrIgerous fourney over & nver that s
claimed fundreds of lives, They provided bedding and gear. drinking water, lemonade.
soda, guides, wateqprool dry-6ags and canis for our belongings. Meals included stesks,
Srilted oM, OMeleEs, and cheesecake. | CROUught....f eat better here, in the middle of
nmemmnamwtyw;mmmwm‘an!obathm

Untike many river trips, we were P
encouraged to uninate in the 46°F
TR brush our teeth with the water
and bathe there afso. Our ip. the
RAST af the Seas0n with the water
tave! Bowing fom Glen Canywn Dam
at 12000 cu-f-s, moved and cleaned
e water 35 welf as BU. (0 tons of
sard and fime per day.

Day 2 altowed us to clirnb up to
Soine caves where the Anastazi
Indians used to store grain. As wie
motored slong on our rarts, we watched the small beaches at Menmseage fbr/mappﬂnfs.
What soffowed ool prnts was often the sighting of & bighom sheep,

Ewes were sometimes seen slone. but nw Al speted 8 couple groups with adult femeles
and thelr larrbs drinking by he river's edge, Dusk brough small bats to owr campsites

0 Keep the insect popfation in check. the group saw only one scorpéon. 8 disappointment
o our group of Michigan nstivs. From the twr we caw endangered Black Caiforria
Condors, and endangered species, tagged by and animal conssrvation group, Turkey
VWEUres circled thie canyon's rirn fooking for a mical, and ane morning we saw otprints
of an animal that passed through our fatrine ates fo the river. and 1 wondered i# 3 royote
visited us during the mght.

Another one of the better rides (gt Mite 129) we passed Cheistrrzas Tree Cove. Named
after 3 stalagimite 1ot far fom the opening. the mowth of the cave was graced by 8 poien
tree. Our guddk. Torn, said the park service removed the pahm because it was not an
Indigenous species to the area. He asked them it that meant they were ko going to
rerrove the dam and the trout from the mw: b apparectly the park service did not think
hat uas wery furvy.

On dey 4 or our trip (at mie 52 ),we stopped at Nankoweap, a popular camping site, Four
of otir group found some scrufly bruch suryonnding an srea of fiat sand. » perfect compeite!
As Karen Bates was laying out ber tarp. she screamed and pointed o & ferocious fooking 2”7
iy insect Situng i the sand with pinicers raised, She almeost stapped o it with bere feet.
As we stared in disbelief At the ughe unmoving bug., Gerze Corfona pelad it with 5 big stick
and sereapred, The bug was made of RUBBER, and was lef? in this very appealing campsite
Gy anathier group whose only probatie rigret was that they could not see the fooks orr our faces




wher we fourd the ugly thing in the sand where we planned to sleep!

Back irt the water our next rapid tide wertt through Mile 98, where in 1966 a flood
carTying house-sized boulders roared down Urystal Creek instantyy meking
Crystal Rapid ore of the most challenging runs o the iven; The brave ones wiho rodie
in the fiont of our 14-person rafts were drenched at simost every rapid. The rofler-coaster
ride had us alternately screaming in defight, and in frHght, as the fiigid water snaked
down the front of our jackets.

The adveriture of day 7 was & helicopter ride out of the canyon. The eight-minute tide

over the desort terrain sadkiesied me & leave the
beawty and diversity of the river behind us.

The daring dimbs of the chopper were

definitely part of the adventure though. We landed

at the Bar /U Rarnchi, & working cattie ranich about
rirye miilas from the rorth o, € was
britersweet o | retum o the commenrcialized world
of gt shops, television sets, clocks, and

schedules, finaly, we foaded into a twin-engine
Sceinlc Afrtines propeller plarie for a3 one-hour turbulert,
nIUSCAING ricle back to the neon oasis of Las Vegus,

The pilot actually hinted that he does take gratuities. but { did not see anyone bandmg ary out.
[ was happy just to get back on the ground.
Spending a good part of my time hiking withh Ron Quinn, was
85 much an education asthie tap itseff. { would sit by him as he
massaged bis sore rmuscies st the end of the Jday and
hear him say. “This is the best trip | have ever been on”. At Efes
Chasrn, a Rower covered waterfall in the middle of the desert, I'd
hear Ron say again, “this is the most thalling thing I've ever done”,
That was witlf the nedt day when.....he overcame & lifelong fear of
heights to eross & 350° deep gorge by walking across a log; end
when he_just stared at the bitlion year ofd mck walls with his mouth
hanging open. “This is the most amazing t1ip / have ever been on”,
he said. Theres a reason National Geographic's Adventure magazine
rated this the # 7 adventure vacation in North America.

A/everRA FT with
a porcupine!



- Feel like you Waht t0

- Trip Planning Setninar |

trip somewhere anhd

make sure it's a SUCTess?

Carole Mccririe abd others on

, July 19, 2000; and make sure your
SUCCessfull. The seminar witl

SUCh tOpICS as planhing your
packing, safety issues, how far in

stare planning, £ollow-ups, who
it the travelling group, and

take a
want 10
J0ln
Wednesday
trip s
InCiude
itiherary ,
advance to
does what
otheéer very

important Jssues you néed 0 Khouw £Or Your planning, and that eXtra edge of Khow
how t0 make that trip 3 Sreat trib. FOr more info, contact Carole McCririe at (517) 548-

5732. Location of Seminar: EMS

Leview oI the White Water Rafting 1rin, May 2¢ - 29, 2000

Dy: Jim Giiflx

We arrived Friday night at the ACE Outdnor Center, where we were to

stay for 3 nights It was sunny. but cool. Most of the group had arrived

withovt incident. On Sacurday, we awoke to rzin. Many decided to tour che
Center, but could sez very little due to the now pouting rain. bummer. We

then went to Hawks' Nest State Park and were greered by a break in the

weathet, =0 out came the cameras. Unforrunately, Bob Hogg fell and dlicec

his finger open, and had ro goto the Oak Hill hospital where he bad 12 stitzhes
putn. Then rhe rain began again..and wemoved on. Car next stop was the
Gaulley Bridge Falls These are a good 100-120 t. tall, and spectacolat. From there,
or. to Babcock State Park, but again the rain drove us ou:.

Upon retuming vo ACE we learned they mighe cencel the rafting due o excessive
ra:n and lightning. We also learned the campground was flooded, but many people
were allowed e tnove to cabins (at nocharge).

Sunday, it stopped raining) The different rafting trips made it to the busses on
time, and we were off. [n our raft, Brittany began in the front, but quickly moved
tothe back of the beat ir terror. Little did we know thar after lunch she would
take a *ducky” (smal inflatable kzyak) out zlone through the biggest rapidss!

Her arms were raised, and she sang rothe sky like she was or 2 roller coaster,
(which she alsa ‘claims' she dnesn’t like, yeh, right). The two Erika's ended up
together in a ducky, as did Naralic anc Brittany, and Kati, one of Lou's

tripiets { Loy was akso our chere ic a duck!).  Those kids really Loaded o wch
other, and seemed ro have a great time. Unfortunarely, Lisa and jennifer’s raft was
hooked up to oars, whick the guide operated, so they could rot paddie. Pam once
again stayed in 2 ducky a1l day, and loved it.

By the time the bus returned to the ACE Outdoor Center, the rain had begun
again, which made us cancel the group bor fire. Small groups of people did

get together, but many choseto go ro sleep early. We heard hat those onthe

Lower New River had a fantastic trip;maybe I can get oae of them to write 2 review,

The drive home Monday was different, but that's another story. Thanks for all
those who joined us to make this an exciting trip. Let's 30 it again in 2-3 years.

7

.

OK.. Who ook my
ducky and my
DRY socks?

~

¢



UrcoMmiNG SOLAR CLUB ACTIVITIES

JUNE D0-JULy D! MOTORCYCLE TRiP
The Maitimes, Canada

Tom Dunn

248-683-9617

JULY 7-9 COASTAL KAYAY CLASS

Muskegon Siate Park
shaion Broderick
248-920-2095

JuLy 19 - TRI? PLANNING SEMINAR

EMS
Carole McCride
57-548-5732

JULY 20-23 SEA EAYAE SYMPOSIHIM

Grand Marais
Matt Datton
248-360-1611

Juy 29 SEARCH AND RESCUE
Location o Be Announced

Tom & Reggie Hayes
810-778-3589

AtG, 4-6 RATTLESMAZE PROVINCIAL PX.

Milton, Ontario
Laurg Albin
517-381-8976

Aua. 1B=-20 DEFRANCE CANDE OUTING

Ausable River
Moe DeFrignce
517-552-3670

R Uy 6 F¥¥¢ (Taurs) wotT TUEs.
SOLAR GEWERAL MEMBERSHI? MEETING

2nd Annual Summer BB&

JuLy 7-9 WILDERNESS FIRST AID

Brighton Recreation Ared
Mike Banks
248-347-2100

JuLy 20-27 CANot TRIP
Manistee River. Graylng
Tom Qlatfo

313-386-0067

Juy 23 FossiL HunT-Kivs ok

Arkona, Canada
Jim Gilfix
734-513-2460

** AUG | ** GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

Aua, 17-20 GREAT LARES PRIMITIVE
GATHERING

Bois Blanc lsland
Lester Mok
519-256-0324

AuG. 18-20 CAR CAMPING - HIRING
Brice Peninsuly, Canada

Mary Price

3713-532-7498



Get out your Paddles...The Kayaks are waiting! Join
us, Wednesday evenings and Sunday afternoons.....

Intermediate and Advanced Kayakers -
Contact Matt Dalton at 248-360-2611,

Locations change weekly

email mdalton@ameritech.net

Cea Kavyaking ciass
Gharon Broderick Is organizing
+aysking course for &
and incermediate kayakers
Coastal Kayaking

Tois s & 2-day course £or the weekend
cf Juily 7-9, 2000. Equipment is
avallable fFor rental. Tosee  if ahy opening s are
stiil available Call Eharon Brocerick 3t 2¢8-960-2093,
E-tMail: Sharon_ Rrodericr@micheon.Cofr.

a sea-

# begipning
" with ACA
& Instructors.

Don't be up the creek,
without a paddie!

Great 'Lakes Sea Ka\jak Sqmpos‘{um’-
July 20 -23, 2000 ‘ ‘

This is g te~rific symposium that takes place on Lake
Superior. Bring your cwn kaysk, or rent one
for the weskend [reserve your kayak well in
arvanma nfthravant] The weekend starts nff
wit1 a night paddle an a protacted bay. The
next dey, diffsrent groups taur the workl class
paddling along Pictured Rocks. The next two
days are full of classes and opportuniies to test-
paddie aver 75 new kayaks. Thera will alsa be a fund
raising peste dinner tc suppar: the local schodl. Thisis a
great weekendl To receva a program and

registration form, contact. Larry Mera at

the Sclar meetirngs. For carpouling and canginy
contact

email: mdalton@amaeritech.nst
Where: Grand Maris, Michigan



Canoeing the Manistee July 21-23

Come join me & 29 fellow solarites for o
fun filed weekend of sun & water on the
beguliful Manistee River, just west of
Graviing. We wil be canoeing Saturday,
July 22 at 11 am. The cost [or g canoe
Is $24.00 {$12.00 per person for 2 to a canoe), or $19.00 to kayok.

We will he camping oLt at the Upper Manistee River campground.

This is a rustic ccmpground without flush follets or elecincity. There are 20
walk in sttes, which means you will have o camy your gear in a short distence,
o bring a wagen. We wilt be stopping atf the campground for unch during
the canoe tip. You are responsiole tor camping fees of $6.00-$8.00 per sie,
per night, and yourfood, Sirce thisis o State Forest campground, please

ry 1o amve eardy Friday, July 21, as 20 sites cannot be 'saved’. I'm told the
campground rcrely fills, so there shoudn't be a problem.

Directions: Take I-75 to extt 264 Frederick, and Hwy 612 west through
frederick. It takes a small ieft, then right at the BP gas station which s the
Iast place for supplies or gasl Continue west, affer you cross the Manistee,
There is a street light just before the river (DO NOT TURN DOWN MARNISTEE RD.).
We're not staying af Goose Creek campground on the east sids cf the
ver, so if there’s a bunch of horses arourd, YOU'RE AT THF WRONG PLACE!
Tum left (south) on Goose Creek Rd., the campground is on the teft about
1 mile down. Lock for the group siles. Please tty to campool’

Other activities in the arec are Hortwick Pines, the Grayling Fish Hatchery
catch your own trout for dinner|, and las! bul not least the sfart of the
annual Grayling to Oscoda canoe race Saturday night!
tor more info. Callme at 313-384-005
See you therie, Tom Oloffo

Deon't miss this padiler 5 - Jurze 29, (W'urac&zj)
:ﬁetmz't 3ynj%ﬂy a’t{,enﬂ'?gyton - W Fundraisor
Derbecue Dinnor.....and paddle to the Wfﬁdon}f
@b&)\m{ a» o.njo‘,'afb Wa’ry' cdﬂoez'mj Lo mg)fé boack &e’v‘n’njtou 55 WU
to Kaar chy Detrott ‘gyngufony. We wilf meot betweon 5.30-6:00 ot the
indate Deach Tavillion  for a barbecus dinner Jhen, at 7:30 we Hcance to
{i the concort across the fake at %fé Deack. The cost for the event is
-u::’_;_; 517.00  Joor hersont, which includes dinner, désvert and ‘pad‘cm'nj. mwmce
N ._~5  registration is reguired. Catf (z;.ﬁ) 545-051, and use your eredit card to
= e ‘ . g? robyt'm:- mje bo e Jou tfm, 3&2}*0}: aa‘oaférz'c(
< . b




To participate in any SOLAR activity, you must be a member and joining is
easy. Check out the back g:ﬁ_e for more info, and call Mary Price -
Membership Director, at 248-477.7547, E-Mail: MHallpri@dmc.org

/f:’\/“:
/ \
/ \
I — s —

Vilderness First Aid Class - | S
Ok.. s0 youve slarned a trip successful.y and you're - Bike Tour Anyone? |-
out there ir one of our great National Parks. : AN ) y ) Ij.
Something happens.....what are you going Lo do if ; Rob Nani would like to ' <
you dent know how to help yourself or someone -~ join 15.20 peopie for A
youre with. Personally | believe in praying, Pu- yau , a fall color tow in
were given a brain teol 5 join up with the ' northern Michigan.

WVilderness First Aid Class scheduled on Jduly 79,
2000 - at the Brighton Recreation Area. For c ; be in th
more info. calt Mike Banks at (248) 347-2100 5 p,a:s'f""a','fo'_“fs :G";agzn !
will assist and carry gear. !
See Rob at the SOLAR

meeting for detalls.

Joint...* Let's do it again!

Bo you know what Naticnal Park Is desest to Detralt? You may juess Isle
Royale, the Great Smokies, or even Sleeping Bear Lakeshore. The answer is
Point Jelee National Pare, just ar howr away in Ontarie. In Nay, T jolned uthwer
Solar Club members for a day of birdwatching at Point Peles. That trip was well
organized by John and Amy Fedyk.

Bird walching is mare entertaining thar. I ever Imagined! They aranqged a
gukie who helped Ls spot and identify around 30 spedies, and learn what to look
and listen For. Whil2 there, we were told that every fal Monarch butterflies gather
in the park before migrating south across Lake Erie. One member in the group
said that he himsclf had 3een tens of thousands of Monarchs lift off one morming
2nd flutter out over the 'ake; quite and awesome sight that few people ever
£Xpenence,

I want to see the Monarchs depart anc T hate ta wat in lines. Quick rasearch

A,
a4

>,

) F turned Lp 3n excellent opportunity for our dub. We can camp In the park and

ignore the lines. This spring, the park reosened 2 group camp sites. No other
camping Is allowed there. I have resetved and paid for one of the group sites with 3
<apadity for 20 Sularites, The reservation Is for the pights of September 15 & 16,
Qur site is near the visitors cente; and an easy walk from the sandy, most sauthemn
point of Canada. The park also provides free shuttie buses to take visttors between
different parts of the park. For more info. on the park, check ther webpage:
hitp://parkscanada.och.ge.ca/pelea
Rescrvetions are for parking and amping. Alsa inciuded |s a washroom (with

limited hot water), and a kitchen shelter with a cast iron stove, ac outiets, lights,
and firewood! Flease note,,. No Dogs or trallers are ahiowed in the campground.
Our cast is only $10.00 (US collars) per persan, for 2 nights of camping, which
iniudes entrance to the park.  Membars rmay want to reserve a guide for an
organized bird/buttarfly hike, Sign uy with me &.s.a.p. Space Is iimitedt 1O the first
20 pad up Solarites.

See Rub Malr at the July Soar Meeting, or e-mail him at grasbecs©aol.com




Steering Committee

President .............lesl e Cord ) L ) .
v::el ;:“ PR “] :m ;:a:;z m.i. mbzrs. Al confnlmm. in tye fom of trip reports, uptming events, recpes, photos and
N e i Py arvyinl aticles must be raceived no toter that 12 days after the manthly SOLAR meeting, Send your
T:“” EURARREIREE . ““ f"f f b contributions by e-nal to SOLAR_RAY®excile.com (urderscore nat dsh), o by FAX, to(888)392-4832,
gt 1O e rension 50-535-1712. Foliow th inshractons. ou can disa leave o 90 second voice ma @ the same
Mcen:vbleil“::i.p. """""""""" m":: wa:e number and extension. If yay want to pape- mal {USPO} us. the cddresses are:
""""""""" , Thamas FesterEditor Penni Loper-Co-editor
BY'L“W_S----'---~--~----~--'---L¢“” Albin 2330 Isand View [r. zamLopEim Ave,
Eﬁucuhun........,. o Harry Price ‘ West Doomficd, 41 43324 Nadson Ps, AT 46071
Historan....................e. John Felyk §
Pregrams................Dave Foerster

The SOLAR RAY is a monthly publ catian of the SOLAR Club, Tt 15 provided f-ee. of chargs 1o rrent dues

Public PRe atiane...... Teri Simoads

Editor Thenas Poster Meeting Locction - Jon uson te fist Tussday of the mont at the Colony Hall, kkcated
[ thc i e = . at 21780 Evergmen Rd., between 8 and § Mie Rds., In Southfied ot 7:306M. Vigors car

Co-Editor......................Penni Lopez Mermbership dues e

Equipment.. ... Carole MCeririe. $30,00 individudt, annudalty, or §15C.00 ndividual, Itetime

Web Master . . Yoger James $45.00 o farrity, annually, or §225.00 o familly, Kelime

At

Steve Gardner

Large

Me DefFrance

SOLAR HOTLINE

24 howr vetcemall (248, 988-665¢

Al Fylak Joan Ryan

Cindy Horrison-Felix Bill Haivingis o¥

Larry Martin Mike Banks .

Te & Bels Wantbrork omgle. L3k wwrel. Solaroutdoors.ovg)
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The SOLAR CLU3 is a ron-
profit orgamzation of pesple
interested in promoting
appreciation ¢f outdeer
activities through educulivn
and practical experience.
The clob offers edicatianal
programs ond vicious
activities which are listed inide.

We sponsor trips as well as
informal jatherings to
provide an exchange of expertise,
experierces, and Infarmation.
All of these ceatrisute to
fellwship amotg the members, The
SGLAR CLUB activities
wil enhance and ‘urther
the sklls and information
tought 0 the basic ond more
advanced tlasges ~hrongh
active perticipation,

SCHOOL OF OUTDONR LEADERSIN, ADVINTIMS, AAD RECREATIG

~ ' ™
Solar Club

NO. Box 2438

Southfield, Ml 48037

GENE & LESLIE CORDOVA
14520 BORGMAN
QAK PARK, MI 48137




