This Month’s Program: 10,000 Miles Around the U.S.A.

adventure.
linic he’

MAY ELECTIONS

[f you are interested in mnming for 2 position on the Steering
Conunittes, clrctions will be held a: de May General
Membetship Meeting, All positions are oper: to election
anrually. Steepng Committee members meet once 4 month on
the last Tuesday of the month.

For moce information on tunning for an office or nominating
someonc, call Juli Penrod at 248-589-2629,

e-nail at juli@medigone net uc see her at the Apnl meedng

The Schoot of Cutdoor Leadership, Adventure & Reareation
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During the sutnmer of 1999, Solar member Tim Klepaczyk had the
opportunity 1o go on the road for cleven weeks. Ile theew his mountain bike,
hiking boots, backpack and other gear in the back of his Explorer and headed
off across the country. In the process, he drove through 17 states, visited 13
national parks, leamed white water kayaking and visited friends and farmily in
¥ cities. jom us ar ﬂne Apul meetmg and tnvr.lthh Iun on l:ns raze

HiSt0ry QUiz. .- veeeieaieseiaaaae s, 5
Activity Calendar. .............cc.connens 6
Tepplaatung...........coceiviiiea i ¥

Canoeing/Kayaking /Hiking 7
TheBacc Page.......ocooviincienninn., 8
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SOLAR Year 2000 Rockclimbing Class

Have you ever wanted to try rockclimbing?

Do you want to get qutside and climb on real rock
rather than plastic?

Have you climbed before and want to learn how te hit
the crags on your own?

Then SOLAR's Rockelimbing class is for youl

In the course of a few weeks, you wilk

Gain the knowledge af how to safely configure a top-roping setup using natural anchors.
Learn two basic knots commonly used in climbing (mere if ime petmits).

Safely belay otber dimbers using a top-rope setup.

Eam the ability to use club rockclimbing gear at SOLAR-sponsored outings.

Be provided with the skills cexjuired to safely sct up a climbing system, climb on it and
hreak it down at the ead of a fun-filled day!

LK B B A

The cost is $80 and includes a coursepack, book, camping fees, gear and practice rope. The dates
are; April 10, 17, 24, and May 1 at REl. A mim-practical is on April 29 at Plaret Rock. The final
practical is May 5-7 at Rattiesnake Provincial Pack.

For more information, please contact Laura Albin (517) 381-8976, albinku@pilot.msw.edu or Bob
Westbrook {734) 5t 3-8454, bobw{@bigcatnet .

Colar Senreh and Resene Class

When: June 2-4, 2000 at 7.30 pm
July 29, 2000--1 day praches)

Location: To be determined
Custs $95.0¢

Principal Instructor: Doug Brown
Coordinators: Tom and Reggie Hayes

B10-778-3589

The course will cover the incident command system, types of searches, types of ttansportation, the
art of improvisation, and basic first aid review. ‘The texc for the ¢lass will be Wildemness Search and
Rescue by Tim Semicka. Texts will be available at the May meetiag for paid participants. Thore will
be a written teat and short practical on the weekend session. ‘The one day session will be a long
practical.

The School of Qutdoor Leadership, Adventure & Recreation 2
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You Don’t Have To Be a Dogsledder to Love Sled Dogs!

sk

dog sledding and huskies so I’ve offered
our dogsledding guides. Because of the
Chocpaw has decided to reduce the size
many dogs available for adnption rhar

I have 2 passion for both
to hetp Chocpaw Expeditions,
recent rnild winters we've had,
of its kennel. There are many,

need 2 good home. They l range in age from pups to 12 years old. If
rou or anybody you know coukd provide a happy retiretnent oz a
good life for these beaunful dogs, you cin contact me, Karen Batcs,
for a list of the dogs avalable. If you need specific questions answered,
vou can contact Chocpaw Expeditions directly.
Karen Bates Chocpaw Expeditions - Kate
e-mai: lady_musher{@lyahoo.com z-mail: chocpaw{@onlink net
evenings: 81)-323-1346 phone: 705-386-0344

Point Pelee—In Search of
Piranga ludoviciana

May 13, 2000

Head op aver to Point Pelee, just
outside of Leamington, Ontado, and
join us for a dayhike! We plan on petting to the park at
sunrise to hear the full symphony of bird scng and calls
and to see the birds in full swing. There are several
different areas to explote and conscquently, dificrent birds
o watch for. The Point features water birds and hawks,
the woodlands feature songbirds, especially watblers, and
last year, the combination of red-winged blackbirds anc
mstling reacs in the enormons marsh was rotally
euphonious. We have booked an expert birder to rake 26
people (stnict limit) on 2 natute watk starttag at 8:45 am.
Thc cost for the tour is $5 per persan. For those who
have already signed up, please contact Amy ot John Fedyk
1f you want to join us on the guided walk—and get your
money in ASAP. You tnust pay the 5 bucks to reserve
jour spot so first pay, first go. 3ring your binocularse so
you can see the fabulous variety of birds up close. . We
will ptenic in the patk so bring 2 sack lunch or purchase a
lunch at die cale in the patk. Tue ouly uther cost is the
park entrance fee, which is $3-4/person. For more info,
see us of the April meeting or contact Jobn or Amy
Fedyk at 248-455-2450 or e-mal
mﬂggﬁﬁ!&gmgﬂ.ggm or i&dxk@hgmml‘m-

AT R VA G e AR L AT A T b kA gh Ty e th ooty mrk) Y mdn Y e a1 S AL <L Y e L M A A AtV

LAST CHANCE FOR...

WHITWATIR RAFTIG T
WEST YR

Jim (rilfix s running two
whitewater rafiing trips in West
Virginia on the Upper and Lower
New Rivers on Memorial Day
weekend. One trip is for ages 14-
acdult and involves some inense
rapids; the other irip is class 1-2
rapids and perfect for the kids. The
cost is $135 for the first trip and
$125 for the second (kids are $70).
Group camping is available for
$30/adutt and $15/xchild for three
nights. This is your last chance to
sign up for this ycur's wip. For thosc
already signed up, payment in full is
due at the Aprl Solar meeting.
Assistance with car pools will be
pravided, but ransportation is yout
own responsibility. Comfact trip
leader Jitn Gilfix at 734-513-3460
or see him af ihe meeting for info
and sign ap!

The Schaol of Outdoor Neaderthalsiip, Adventure and Recreaiion 3
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MaAr SiLL AND ARMCHAIR ORENTERRING CLASS, 4/8 ~ 4/9.
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This ¢lass will bs held on Saturday afternoon and Sunday mosning at the Waterlno Recteation

Atea. It will start immediately after the Land Navigation Class on Saturday. Tentative topics inchude
resection, declination, modifying a map 5o it can be used with a baseplate compass or a GPS, basic
night compass, and orienteering technigues. Pasticipants can then practice their oricntcermg skl in
a incal meer on Sunday afternoon.  The costis $5 {cheap, but it is qmllty cheap). and all
participants must know the basics of map and compass before coming to class. However, this class
is FREE (another SOLAR perk?) if you are attend:ng the Land Navigation Class, but you should sdll
sign up for this class if you pian or. coming.  More information about the cliss and cabin
accommodation is availzble at the April meeting. If you ate interested in homing your navigadon
skill, please check out htip:/ /wwrw.angelfire com/mi/SMOC/smoesked html or the SOLAR
calendar on local odenteering meeis. Leswr Mok, 513-256-0324, Ismok@gprint.ca

8 Primitive Gathoring at the Bois Blanc

Island &y OO,

Il be going to the Great Lake Primtives and Atlatl Gatheting Club Day at EMS

between Auguat 17th and 20th. Sign up information i available EMS is sponsoring a club duy fur 21l

later this year. For now, reserve these vacation dates with vour outdoor club members on April 27,

boss, and check out last year's event at Present your Solar member card and

htip:/ /members.aol.com/thptim1/GLP.hmml and see if you can reccive 8 26% discount oo all your

find tmy +-). Lester Mok, 519-286-0324, lesmok@sprint.ca. sssential gear purchases!
RN

COASTALKAY ARING

Juks 7.8, 2000,

ACA Cosata! Kayaking Instructors will conduct the Axerican Canoe Assodation’s Fundagentals of
Coastal Kayaking 16 hour course.  The course, which is designed for enthusiastic beginness and intermediate
paddless, will cover basic strokes, rescues, first aid equipment, savigaton, marine hazards, landing in suef,
weather, emetgency signaling, kavaking ecuipment inciuding, wip leadership skills, clothing, packing @ kayek
and, e pervristing, the Eskimo Roll

Two locations are being considered: Lake Erie at Steding State Park in Moaroe o¢ Lake Michigan at
Muskegon State Park. ‘This i 3 camping weekend and a "pot heck” dinner will be heid on Satrday nighe.
The course is limited to 16 partidpants and the cost 15 $125.00 with own gear, $165.00 with Black Pasrot
Paddling Gear, plus the State Park entry fee.(I forgot to add the cost for camping in last month’s articie},
You will need 2 sea zayak {no river kayaks) oz you can rent a kayak from Ron. Kayaks mmist be over 14" or
mouvndladeq;ateﬂounmandywmthwe:spmysbma&p&a.pﬁcﬂ&wmpmdpaddleﬂmt A
wet sui* 20d nose plugs are bighly recommended. 1f you don't have a wet suit you ¢an rent one from Ron for
$25. People renting boars and gear from Ron will have prioety for wet suit nenals. Sigu up ut the Apdl
meeting. Full payment is required to hokd & spot. Ron will be daing 2 Kayaking Program at the June
meeang. Call Sharon Broderick to register at (248} 260-2095.
2 KAYAKS FOR SALE:
1. Plastic, Sea Loin, Blue, $500.00 spray skict sod paddie.
2 Plastic, Skeorsy, Red, $900.00. Kayak only.
3. Cat! Staron Broderick (248) 950-2095

The School of Qutdoor Leadership, Adventure & Recreation 4



By Jokn Fedyk

Leaming SOLAR histoty is a lot of sitting around campfires and telling each other legendary

stogies...or gomg on 4 really, REALLY /Aag road nmip with complete strangers. Below we have
another way to generate some knowledge for our membership of the club’s history and it’s
characters. This is 1 litile quiz to test your current knowledge of the club. We will award the top 5
winners at the May meeting (either by correct nutnber of answets or by a random drawing of the top
winners) with 2 beaudful, highly wearable original attwork SOLAR T-shitt. Cut out this copy of the
qz and brng it anth you for entry in the contest to the May meeting,

1.

2.

10. Who has been 2 lifedme member in Solar the longeste

What is the current Soiar metnbership 2s of Aprl 1st?

What year was SOLAR founded?

What year was the Halloween patty canceled ard why?

Who once said on ¢ caving tip, "I can't breathe - JUST PULLY

How many Sular presidents bave there been?

What three people broke their ankles within 2 few months of each other?

Which do you prefer: Solar, SOLAR, or S.0.LAR?

What Solar member was rescued famously by another Solar tnember Iast year? (Name both
members.}

What place has been visited most ﬁeqmntly by SOLAR members on a Sclar outing? (exchuding
Colony Hall)

11. What four people did fourtzen portages in one day to see a waterfall? (Extra aedir:
Which one of the four did the waterfall in 2 canoe?) -

12. Who ran the most trips in 15992

13. Name cne feature you would like to ses in the Sofar Ray.

The School of Onidoor Neadertbulship, Adveniure and Recreatlion
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Apri $—emral Mewmbership
Metting . .
Program: 17 States, 11 Weeks Slice
Show

Colerzy Hall, Ssthfield
Doug Lanyk, 248-614-4551

Aprd €, 13, 20—Backpacking
Clast

RET, Ncrtnville
Mike Banks, 248-347-2100

Apeil 3—1.amd Navigation Cleta
Waterloo Recreation Area
Linda Burke, 248-471-9185

Apri 8-9—Map Skl AArmeinic
Orisutesring

Wataloo Recrsation Area

Laater Mok, 519-256-0324

Aptil 9—Orientesrimg Mact
Waterioo Recreation Area
Linda Barke, 245-471-9143

April 16, 17, 14—Rack Climbing
Clan

May 1 REL Nortinille
Laura Albin, §17-325-R976

April 13-16—Backpack Practical
i

To Be Anpouncod

Mike Banks, 248-347-2300

April 16-—Orieatrering Meet
Peach Mountait
Linda Burke, 248-471-9185

April 20.30-.Matercycls Trip
Nutchez Tracx, MS
Torm Drunn, 248-683-9617

ﬁmww

TBA,
Mike Banks, 248-347-2100

Apri 28— Rack Climbing Mini
Practical

Planet Rack, Pontiac

Laura Allan, 517-381-837%

April 30—Orientoering Meet
Postioc Lake Recreation Area
Linda Purke, 248-471-9185

Muy 2—General Membership
Meeting

Program: Officer Elections
Colony Hall, Southficld

Doug Lanyk, 248-634-435]

May 6—Orientscrimg Meet
Yankee Springs Maropark
Linda Burke, 248-471-91B5

May 7—Wildflower Hike
indirn Springs
Margaret Martin, 734-721-2821

May 3-7—Mobicm River
Canee/Kayak/Hibe

Mohlcan River Arca, Otic
Eesiie Cordove, 248-547-3626

May 5-7—Rack CEmbing
Prwcticl

Milton, Ontaria

Leura Albin, 517-381-8976

May 13—Bird Migration and
Hikimg

Ps. Pelex Prov, Park, Oriterio
Amy bedyk, 248-435-2150

May 13—Oriesterting Meost
Highland Recreation Area
Linda Burke, 248-471-9185

Muy 21—Onienteering Mot
Pontiac Lake Recr=ation Area

Linda Brke, 248-47]1-9185

My 26-29—While Water Raftiag
MewRiver, W. Viggiuie
T Gilfix, 734-513-9450

Masy 26-29—Hocking Hilly Hiking
Trip

Haolang Hibls, Ohics

Tom Poster, 248-7106-9363

May 26-29--Sea Kayrk
Sysspesinm

Lake Michigm

Matt Lralton, 248-360-I6E¢

June 2-3—Search smd Rexne
Clam
Hary Price, 248-477-7547

June 6—General Membership
Meeting

Program: Kayeking with Ron Smith
Colony Hali, Southficld

Jonc 9-31—Rattlconske
Prowvindal Park

Mikon, Ontrio

Laura Albin, §71-381-8976

Jane 3-July I1—Motercycle

» c I
Tow Dunn, 243-653-2%617

July 7-9—Coastal Kaysking Cliss
Sharon Broderick. 248-920-2095

July 74—Wilderness First Ald
Chasx

Brighton Revreation Azea

Mike Banks, 248-347-2100

To participaic in any
SOLAR activity, you must
be a member. Joining is
easy and painless! Check
out the back page for more
info and call Mary Price,
Membership Directot, at
248-477-7547 or e-mail her
at MH?]}pﬁ@dﬂlc. nTg

|

FY1: Following each
imeeting, 1 big group of
Solantcs hcacs ovee to Me.
Joe’s for 2 bite to eat and to
talk. Ask around for
directions at the next
meeting and came join sl

RENEWYOUR
MEMBERSHIPS
NOW? 10k sdll the

seasan to renew if you
baven’t done so already.
Prevent getting bamped off
a trip by 2 bona fide
member Call today and
don’t delayl

The School of Curdoor leaderskip, Adventure 6 Recreation
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I \orK ON YOUR WISH LIST &

Why wait for snmeote elie ta plan your dream tip? Whether you want company on a spring
hike to Hidden Lake Gardens or you want a group to go widemess canoeing with in the UP., you
tan be the oae to make the acrangements and decide on the details. You may have 2 special interest
in listening for joons or hiking through swamps, buz no one you know yef shares this interest. Run a
Solar trip, and you will find pecple with a shared interest. Statt out with a day trip to the Highland
Garnes Festval or start out with a Yong weekend trip 1o the Nosth Shore of Lake Supenor. Either
Way, you can take credit for a ¢rip fuil of adventure and memories. Other excellent reasons for
running a trip include meeting aew fends and spendmg fime with nld friends and going someplace
for free! When you do the legwork in organizing a tip, you car cover the basic cost of your trip
(excluding food and pas and other necessities) when you get group tates or if you build your cost
into the tdp and sct the top fec accordingly (all within reason, of coursel). Cbeck out a Michigan
guide book for inspiration or expand into Canada, Wisconsin, or New York State via Ontario. Hete
are st a few ideas of places to explore and trps to run:

A Biking in the Michigaader Bike Ride
Canoeing along the Pigeon and Sturgeon Rivers 18
B Cabins ia I ctchworth State Park in New York
The Michigan-Wisconsin Ferry Ride
Camping and the Buffalo Chip Flip in Muskegoaf¥Hiking in the Pinery in Ontano
Backpacking in the Porcupine Mountamns
W/ 2iching fish at the Michipan Fishesies Interpretive Center
Clifton Gorge Nature Preserve in Southwest Ohio
Paddling the Vermilion River in Nerthetn Ohiodiis
Rock Climbing in West Virginia

Call or e-mai} Eeslie Cordova at 248-547-5626 or LeslieGene@aol.com, and she will guide you
through the process and even'give you wip idess. IF you are still 2 lictle apprehensive, get a friend to
ca-lead 3 trip with you, and you'each pay only haif the cost.

Mbbican River Weekend
Hiking | Waterfalls | Cavoring | Xayaking | Floz Tubs

dme join us May 5-7, 2000 Zor a fun-packed weekend of hiking and your choice of canoeirg or

kayaking the Mohican River in Loudonmille, Ohio, southwest of Akron. The drive is about 4 hours
frots Detroit. The Mohican River is located pomaniy in Obio’s Glaciated Appalachian Plateau.
One of the highlights of the area is the impressive Clearfork Gorge, 2 150-200 foot cut into the hilly
landscape. We will also see some waterfalls along nur hiking trail. Our Indging is in cabins at the
Mohican Cznoe Livery and Fun Center. ‘These cabins have showers and also Lot tubs on the back
decks that overlook 2 nan-made lake. We'll possibly have a potluck or picnic on Sunday. Cost of
the tap is $68 for 2 nights’ lodging, $16 for canocing (per pu:son) or $18 kayaking. 1havc 24 spots
available, and as always, first pay, first go. The cabin porticn of this tip must be paid in full by the
Apil meeting {The last day I can cancel cabins with no penalty). Last year we had a blast—if you're
interested, call Leslie Cordova at (248) 547-5626.

The School of Outdoor Neaderthalship, Adveniure and Recreation 7
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STEERING COMMITIEE About The Ray
The Ray isa monthly publicadon ofthe SOLAR club
Presidest Deug Laayk and is pravided free of charge 1o the cuarent dues-paid
View-Prosbdest Karew Babes nembers. Desdline for (he Ray is 12 days atter the
Secretary Ted Hulf general meeting foe the following month’s edition.
Tresswrer John Medtai Contribuions ia the form of upooming events,
Activithes Lesle Cordova cominens, $p reports, recipes, phosos, mnd mxiginal
Memberihip Mary Price articles e wekome. Send alt contributions to Amy
Equipmest Rick Merryman Fodyk, 1614A Fairvicw, Royal Ouk, M1 48073,
By-laws Lanrn Albin Phone# 248-435-2450. Send e-maiito
Education Harry Price myXay86@hownal) com .
Publication Amry Fedyk
stertas doban Fedyk Meeting Location
Sy Miatings ave held on the first Tuesday of the

Prblic Relations exiSi—cs mont at the Colony Hall, iocated at 21780

LAR Evergroca Rd, between 8 and 9 Mile Roeds i
AT GE Southfizld at 7:30 PM. Visitors can attesd
Steve Def rance mestings for free. Manbership dues are:
Al pﬂf:‘“ }::. Ryas $30 individual, anmually
Cindy Harrinom-Falix Rill Halvimgis $150 individual, lifetiune
Larry Martls Peg Campbell $45 family, annually
Joas & Bob Westhresk Milec Banio $225 famity, lifetime

The SOLAR CLUB is a non-profit
orgonization of people interested in promoting
appreciation of putdoor activities through
education and practical experience. Theclub
offers educational programs and varions
activities which are listed inside. We sponsor
irips as well as mformal gatherings to provide
the cxchange of cxpertise, cxperiences and
information All of these contribute (o P.O. Box 2438
fellowship among the membership. SOLAR Southfield, Ml 48037
Club activitics will cnhance and fusther the

skills and information teught in the basic and

Jf./f.ﬁ'k“)\» ;

mors advanced classes hrough sctive
icipation.
paricipstio GENE & LESLIE CORDOVA
For more information sboot SOLAR: 14520 BORGMAN
SOLAR CLUB HOTLINE OAK PARK. M1 48137

24-hour Voice Mail 248/9R8-6658

or hip/members. tripod com/~sgiarchishl
or cafl Doag Lanyvk @248/634-4551

The Schoal of Outdoor Leadership, Adveniure & Recreation



