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The¢ SOLAR CLUB is a non-prafn
organization of people interested in
promoting appreciation of ostdoor activities
through education and practical experier.ce,
The club offers educational programs and
various activities which are tisted inside.
We sponsor (rips as well as inlormal
gatherings to provide the exchange of
expertisc, experiences and information All
of these contribote to fellowship among the
membership. SOLAR Club activities will
¢nhance and further the skills and
information taught m the basic and morc
advanced classcs throuph active
paricipation.

For more information about SOLAR:
SOLAR CLUB HOTLINE
23-hour Voice Mail 248/984-6658
or htip:/imembers. tripad. com/~solarclubl
or Call Boug Lanyk @248/634-1551
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About The Ray

The Rav iz 2 monthly publication of the SU§ AR club
and is provided Free ol charge w the curent dues-paid
members. Desdline for the Ray is 12 days adter the
gencral meeting for the following month's cdition,
Contributions -n the form of vpooming events.
commcenls. trip reparts, fceipes, photos, and original
artic'es ane welcome. Send all contributions to Amy
Barber, 1614 A Fairview, Royal Ok, M1 48073,
Phone#t 238-435-2450. Send e-muif to

amylayvB6@hotmail. com.

Meeting Location
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the
month a1 the Colany {lall, located ot 21780
Evergreen Rd., between B and 9 Mile Roads in
Southlicld at 7:30 PM. Visitors can attend
meetings for free. Membership dues are:
$30 individual, annualty
8150 indeviduat, Lifetime
$45 fam.ly, anually
£225 family, lifetme

- SOLARCLUB

P.O. Box 2438
Southficdd, M1 45037

GENE & LESLIE CORDOVA
13520 BORGMAN
OAK PARK MI 48237

***Please note ediior’s change of address asove***
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Iave vou ever been rinky-dinked? 1f you were one of the 11 Solar members that crawled,
squeezed through cocks, aed slid on yeur belly 6 miles in 6 hours through Mammoth Cave on
October 16" veu have, 1o be nnky-dinked means your guides lead you i drcles, baving vou enter
the same room over and over again to say, Yok, cooll” o make tus more fun we were 320 feet
undergtound doing this in the dirt and dust! Now. .some of you ase thinking, Oh, yeah! Cthers arc
thirking, WHY, crzzy woman? Well, where else but in a cave caa you test the physical abilites from
your youth, meet "Orange Tom™ and gct rnky-dinked? Where else but in a cave can you hear thangs
like .. "0OK evervone, STRIP or yon wan't At" “Cannie, Qe me 2 hard puhh" “EXCELLENT. [
still fit through the bear hole, just like whea [ was 171" Where clse but in a cave can you conquer the
Compass Needle, the Breasdown Wall and Buer CLff? Where elsc but in 2 cave can vou see
stalscdtes, datagniics, wnloigiound sreams, waterfalls, gypsum flowers, cveless beetles, cave enickets
and cute fuzzy buts? For those of you who have never been caving and are wondening what in the
world I'm taking aboug [ highly recommend the Crawl-a-thon at Carter Caves State Park in
Kentucky (sce artide below). For my caving companiens..see you in January, uncerground!

f9{ " Annual Carler Caves Crawl-a-thon
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Average Travel Time: 7 houts
Lodging: Eleven raoms reserved at Carter Caves Stare Park lodge
Space ts limited!
Lodging Cost: $50 par person for twa nights (payable 10 SOLAR)
Caving Cost: $15 for rwo davs (payable to Carter Caves State Park)
This tee inchades guided caving and a :-shire.

This annaal caving event is designed to nclude all skall levels, uw.ludmg chudren. Cave opuons
range from waking tours to vertical ezving. IF you sign uo for the trin, you will receive 2 form to
sign up for as many caves as you would like. By rwponr.hng quickly, rou will nrowe bisely gel tw
tours you dre meerested in

You must be in good physical condition to participate in Level 3 and 4 caves. Sore caving may
include prolonged crawling through small constricted passages and some mar contan water.
Equipuicn. needed includes old coveralls or teose clothing (no sweatshirts or sweatpants), kace and
clbow pads. gloves, boots that cosver tae ankle, three sources »f tight (one mounted on the hard
hat—duct tape and a flashligh: wark), anc spare batteries. A hardhat is required which SOLAR can
previde with a $25 deposit,

In addition to caving, there are beautful tratls to exslore. The park is slso known for its natural
arches. You can opt for caving or hiking or both!

For more mformarion, contact Leslie Cordova at 248 547-5024,
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I ets have a wedding toast for Pam {Bauerle) anc 1Jen Hamack because they were joined in holy

matoraony oun Seplember 18, 1949.

Lets have another wedding toast for Priseills (Dana) anc Roger Jackson because they were wed
October 23, 1999, Alas, there is a sad side te this story; the couple 1s moving to Anizona. But
there’s a happy side 100 — what a splendid travel opportuniny!! But ya gotta let emn know before you
crime to taeir new home at 24824 North 42 Lane, Glendale, AZ 85310, Phane # {623) 316- 1076,

Primitive Skills Workshop—It's 3 GO!!

Do you kave a compulsion to munch grass, eat

wild erirters ina debns shelter?

Thig is not a "rough it, tough
course, but zn Intensive
build a debris sheleer, carve a
butning containers. We will also
animals znd how to live in

This workshop will be held on
Watcrloo Recrestion Arca. A check
It includes Jiriday (the [2ch) and
cabin, dinner or Sarurcay, and all
woodcarving, Workshop
Wilderness Survival™
information (810-774-5697,

waortms, and snuggle with

it, end-of-the-world" survival
workshop with projects on how ro
bow-drll for starting a firc and make coal-
learn: about wild plants, tracking
hatmony with Mother Easth,
Nov 13th and 14th, at the
payment of $45 is due ar sign up.
Sarurday nights” accommaodation in a rusdc
waorkshop materials. Bring vour survival knife for
projects are based on "Tom Brown's Field Guide to
Contact Catherine Krueger to sign-up or get more
astrlsiren(@aol.com).

Wallyball is starting up again!l! byvery Monday night at 7 pre. players of all levels maet and play for
two hours and have = balil 1f you don’t know wiat walivball is, 1Cs basically volleytball played in a
racquethull court with a few differen rules. It's greor exercise and the cost is generally $3-4. The
lacation s the Baley Reerearnion Center on Ford Road i Westland, Cal Margaret Maran for morg
deiatls at 731/72°-2821.

)
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A Superior Adventure: Reginning Kayaking

By Amy Barber and Join Vedhk

11 wwas o dvke and steropy night. My belved and 1 bad driven niany miles and finally arvived ai an wrgodly hour (once an
acceptalic bedtimie, 1o the expunsioc scetic witderwess of the Jaake Subortor basin, where we wosld hegie our wonrazeous and
daring fourney upon the sweling whitecapy of thet turoslest ware-tosied indand sea.

The next merning, August 13, ¢ was sdll ramning, the lake watcrs were dark gray, and there wete
clouds floating around downrown Munising. Dunng breakfast, the winds picked up. ‘Lhe ctana: of
getting some kayaking in that day did 2ot look great. We met our guides from Great Narthern
Adven:ures after breaktast and eame to a consensus that we woud spend the day hiking the cliffs.

Kayaking the “lake that never giv».‘-r; up he: dead” would be just too dangerous.

Qur guices, Stuart and Sue, fed us lunch and we
began our walk., We saw several waterfalls, rivers
and streares, a multitude of small flowering plants,
as well as numerous different terns and masses.
Sue was very knowledgeable about wild plunts and
lirre, and sace told us ol medicinal uses {or nany
plants. Qur stoall band of budding naturzlises
started to lag behind the rese of the group as we
asked such penetrating questions suck as, “What's

thus

or made ins;ghtful comments such as, o . ;
“Cioh, this is neat.” But much of ocurcommentary 740 crew in idesr raingear famrfing:.
and inquis iveness was centered on the mulafaricus population from the fungus kinpdom. We saw
so many forms and colors that it was just amazing: shelf shapes, spear shapes, shapes like human
toes and popcorn, in colors ranging from black to white, canary yellow to crimsen, jade green to
rust. Fortunately, none of us brought along cur field guides because we'd probadly snll be there
trving o catalog 1t all.

We finally reached rhe diffs averlonking Lake Superion. With <he receat storm and the high
winds, the view of three primal elements converging was strring, Water, wind aad stone competed
in a2 magnificent battle, which often resulted in spray nsing up dozens of feet from the lake to sting
ow faces. Eight-foot whitceaps were churning towards the shore, ard from the beach the water
level appeared swollen over our heads. We were
grateful we weren't experiencing the water firsthand
in a kayak.

We continued to hike the ?-milc loap along the
most picturesque portion of the Pictared Rocks,
with frequent stops at breathraking vistas for
camera shots. fome of us ate hucklebernies along
the way, and chewed on wintergreen leaves. Lisa
Boose, our kindly tnp leader, liked he sintergreen
so much she picked a little stack of lcaves so
everyono could try i

Vhe waresr afony Chapef Beach were immens:

The School of Outdoor Leadership. ddventure & Recreation 4
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We spent the evening enjoying hot butzer rum chai in Bill’s deluxe pop-up, cozy aad lazy ‘rom the
long kike. Before retring, a few of us watched the sun set and then the reddish-orange shard of
moon sink over the treetops, looking like a huge flame from a far-away fire.

We awoke the next moming around 5 a.m. to the sound of drums and chanting. The descendants
ol Cleefl Na[l-bcn-a}'-’dah of tae Bear Clan were hay iug a falt!il'v teuien. ere we were on the
shores of Lake Supenor across from Grand sland iz an RV campgrosnd, 2eanng a bi: of ancient
history.

Says Aimy: | eould use an alarm like that every mornng.

The day was beantful lackiy, and we drove the kavaks over tc Sand Point and recerved a rather
intenstve lesson ftom Stuart in kayaking safery. We learred the proper way o hold a paddle, get
fitted into our kayaks, and put on our skirts. The twelve of us practiced maneuvering the kayaks in
shallow water. We ware then readv to cross the channel to Grand Island, as Prcrured Rocks were
sall too rough to attempt.

Nﬁdwa}' througi, s blue kayak overturned...

{ohn says: [ managec to be the frse person Stuart had to rescue in deep watezr. It happened
like this: [ was paddhing a.ong in the middle of the floalla, and then turned to look at semeom:,
got bit broaditde by a wave, end over T went. Having performed only the first half of zn
liskimo roll, 1 felt embarrassed. However, 1 decided harging upside down in a kavak wasn’™
a good place to stay so T released the spray skirt and bobbed to the surface. Stuart was there
very cudckly und with his adept guidance, | was back in my kayak in 2 matter of munutes.
Stuart claimed it was a textbook rescue. Well, I think Stuart is a textbook guide and then
some!

We made ir to the beach on Grand Island, lunched
ar.d then explored the eastern shore for ahour three
miles. Tt was mostly chiffs, cclored Like Pictured
Rucks, with shale-like beaches akia to Mosquito
Beach, complete mth caves and overhanging trees.
We even found a cave-like arch to navigate through,
with some membzrs getting com:cally pmned
between the waves and the walls of the cave.
Because of the storm, there were a few waterfalls to
piddle under and cool off. 1t was a ot of fun
bouncing around on the waves, keepng vour eves LR : R
affixed or such magnificent scencry. Kavaksng the CHiffs of Gramd [stand

We finished up our evening with dinner, 2 campfire, and s*orics. Sunday moming most of the
group got off carly for a few hours of kayaking before heading home, A few of us closed up our
camps ata slower [pacc and fuhed a dilfcicul sieatch of the National Lakeshore. Thank o, Lisa
Boase. for orzanizing this fun, spotting excursion, and thanks to Stuart and Sue for making this
wzekend s success.

The School of Qutdoor Leadership, Adventure & Kecreation 5
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ACFIVITIES
CALENPAR

Nov. 2—Geseril Membership Meeting
Colony Hall, Svathfiekl
Doug Lanyk, 243/634.4551

Nov.0—Fuil EHlayride and Bonfire
Kens ngton Metro Parc
L.gslee Cordova, 248/547-5626

Nov,b—I[teman Biks Race
Kalkaska w Traverse City
Doug Lanyk, 248/6344551

Nov. §-7—Jordan River Car-Campivg Weekend
Mike Bayvad, 8LW79(1-3781

Naov.7—Sunday Oricoterriog
Wakrloo Recrautivn Area
i.inda Hurke. 24R/471-%185

Nov. 12-14—Campiig at Nordhouse
Nordhowst Dunes, Michigan
Linds Burle, 248/471-9183

Nov. 13—Saturday Orienteericg
Jighland Recreation Arca
Linds Borke. 248/471-218:

Nov. 1 3-149—Primttive Skitls Workakip
Walerloo Recrestion Area
{'athzrine Kruever. 8 107 74.9697

Nov. 20--Winter Oytdaor Nafety {lasa
Dave Foerster. T34-453-(Nv2

Nov, 21—Sundsy Orienfecring
Bied Hill, Ann Arbor
[.inda Hurce. 24R/4T1-2185

Dee. "— Gemernl Membership Mertivg/ Christroan Party
Colony Hall, Southfield
Douglonyk, 248/634 435 |

Dee S  Fnjoying Michigus Winters Class
Henchmark, Farmington
Doug Lanyk, 218/634-4551

Dec. 10 12 Winter Wilderwess Firnt Aid Class
Harry Prige, 248:477-1347

Drec. | 1—Charity Chrisinmas Cavaling
Farm ngton, Muchiganar TBA {tenlal ne)
Margaret Martin, 734/721-2821

Jan, i—General Mrmbership Meetieg
Colony Hall, Sosthiwld
Doug Lanyk, 2436344551

Jan. 512,19, 26—Enjoying Mkbigan Wiaters Class
Benchmard, Farmington
Doug Lanyk. 243/6344551

Jan. 14-16--Vaaa X -Comntry Sid Race
Traverge City
Jeff Zabek, B L0 78-1676

Jan, 15-16—Michigm Wisters Pracical 1
Wiatrlon Recresnion Area
Doug Lanyk. 2486344 551

Jan. 28-H—Craviathon-Caving Trip
Olive Hil. Kentucky
1 e<liz Cordova, 29R8/547-5626

Feb. | —Genersl Meunherthip hicetiog
C'alany Hall, Scusthiwdd
1Joug Lanyk. 248/634-4 551

Feb. S-6—Michigan Wiaters Pracooal 1T
Pigenn River State Forest
Loup Lanvk. 248:634-4551

Feb. 18-24 -Deg Sledding
Alpongnin. Onano
Karen Bates, X10K32.3-134¢

JORDPAN RIVER BACKPACKING/CAR CAMPING WEEKEND

Norember 5.7, 1699

“eeling like getting out of the heat of the houser There's still ime to sign up! You can
plan this tip along one of the most spectacular trails in the Fawer Penmsula however you
Lke. Many people will be car camping (the senvice road is about 200 varcs from the
campground) and going for day hikes along the 18-mile round trd tral. Others may choose
to pack up a backpack anc practice their backcountry skilis. The cost of the trip is $6 per
campsite, plus the cost of your food. livervone makes their own travel, food and sleeping

arrangements,

Please contact Mike Baverl to sign-up and get info zbout the trip at 810/791-3781 ot

bayerdm@@ameritech.ner

Tte School of Ouidoor Leadership, Adrenture & Recreaiion
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Winter Outdoor Safety Class

This 1-day ciass will prepare novice XC skicrs, snowshoers, and hikers for thei- day trips.
lxperienced winter backpackers whao want o review their safery skils
are also welcome

‘Tentatdve topics include winter hazards, trip planniag, clething,
hydration, nutrition, basic wall navigation, hypothermia apd frostbite,
survival puepratalion, leadershup and cmuergency management.

'I'he class date is Nov 20th and che fee is aboat $15. We'll have more
informaticn at the October meeting, ot please call Deve Focrster at 734-453-0692 for an
update.

D065 svow_ DOGS. wino . DOGS. nerey..DOG6S. 1CE.DOGS FUNN

You can say, “1 did #!” The lditarod—the Ontario version, that 1s. Februazy 13-20,
20000 is the weekend for our two-dav dag-sled trip. The destination 1s South River,
Oarario. just west of Algonquin Provincial Parh. This is a loxury toip as fac as dog-
sledding trips go. Included with your team of dogs and sled gear is all your meals on the
trzil and keated tents in camp. Also inchuded is the lodging Friday night in the Algonguin
Motel. Each team is made up of two people and six dogs. You will be expected to care
for your ewn team while on the trail and help with camp chores at night. Ths trip 15 a
blast for you and the dogs and will give you metnozies thar will Fast a hfetime,

The cost ol this exciting weekend is ¢nly $320.00 {Canadian). Last year the exchange
rale was excellent. ‘Lhere are still 2 few more spots! For morc details or to sign up for
this trip, call Katen Bates at 810-323-1346 or see me at the SOLAR meerings.

wlhe

(LL HAYRIDE Anp BONFIRK

Come join in on the fun at 3 horse-drawn hayide and bonfire at Kensington Metro Park. We will
mcet al the Farm Center on Saturday, November 67, at 6PM. The hayrides begin at 7PM, anid we'll hang
around at the benfire until TOPM.  Come hungry as there will be plenty of hot dogs, munckies, nat #nd
cold beverages, and, of course, marshmallows (bring your own rcasting stick). Thisisa non-SCLAR trip,
so bring your tamify. friends, co-workers and neighbors, Due to limited space on the hayrides. this rip is
limited to the first 60 people who pay a mere $10 for all of this fun. Respond immedialely (e reserve your
spot!!

* * * SORRY KIDS, BUT THLS TRIP IS FOR ADULTS ONLY = * ¢

I'or more information or Lo sign up. contact efther (e or [ eslie Cordora at {248) 547-5626, or see us
at the next SOLAR mecang

The School of Outdoor leadership, Adveninre & Recreation 7
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About The Ray
STEERING COMMITTEE The Rav is a monthly publication of the SOLAR club
T and is provided free of chargs W the cumrent dues-paid
President Doug Lanyk members. Desdlime for the Ray is 12 days after the
Yice-Presideat Karen Balts goucal iwectiog (o 1he ollev g nonth’s caition
R Ted Huff Contributons in the form of upcaming evenis.
Tressare Jokm MofTat comments. INp reparts, recipas, photas, and origiral
Activities Leslie articles arc welcome. Sond all conribulions 1o Amy
Cardova Barber. 1614A Fairqiew. Roval Odk, Ml 48073,
Membership Muary Price Phoncst 248-415-2450. Send e-maif 1o
Equiproent Rick amviaviia@hatmar, cotr.
Merryman
By-Iaws Laura Albin Meeting Location
Education Harry Price Mextings are held on the first Tuesday of the
Esbilcatm Amy Barher month at the Colony Hall, located ar 21780
p":::‘! j::np::f: Everpreen Rd., between 8 and 9 Mile Reads in
Public Relsticms Mike Banks Southfield at 7:30 PM. Visitors can attend
meetings for free  Membirship doas are:
$30 individuz!, annually
AT LARGE $150 individual, lifetime
$45 family, aanually
Steve Cardner Mo D<F rancc L e -
Al Fylsk Joan Ryan $2235 tamily, lifetime
Cindy Flarrison-Feilx Blll Halvingis
Larry Martin Peg Campbell
Joan & Bob Westbrook Mike Banks

The SOLAR CLUB is a non-profit

organization of people interested in e o
promoting appreciation of outdoor activities A -
thrcugh education and praci.cal 2xperience. g_"'- A -
The chih offers aducational programs and e ' -
various activities which arc listcd inside. e -
Wesposor trips as wel! as informal
gatherirgs 13 provide the exchange of
expertise. experences and information All 9?@
of these contribute to fellowship among the -
membership. SOLAR Club activities wiil -
enhance and further the skills and SOLAR CLUB
information taught in the basic and more P.0. Box 2428
advanced classcs through active Southfie.d. Mi 48037
participation.
For more information about SOLAR:
SOGLAR CLUB HOTLINE

24-hour Voice Matl 248/Y88-6658 :’:’;;‘g gol:zﬁ,f RRDOAVA

or http:/fnoembers. rippd. cam/-solarcluk| OAK PARK, M! 48237

or Cal Doug Lanyk @248/634-4551

***Pleuse note editor’s change of address above®**
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