CTHE SOLAR RAY

June

1999

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE UNANIMOUS WINNERS

At the May e.ections there was no need for high-sccurity {or accarate) hallot-cnnnfing systems, Yes,
folks, the vote was rigged- exactly one nomince per category. But may (his not dimimsh the
accomplishments we anticipate from the winners. _et s recognize these dedicated folks who sacrfice
their time and cnergy 1 keep the cluly 2 uniguc and exdling ur ganization. The new Steering
Committeris: President—Dorg Lanyk, Vice-Presiden:.  Karen Bates. Sccrctary—T'ed Heuff,
Treasurer—John Moffat, Activities—Leslie Cordova, Membership—Mary Price, Equipment—Rick
Metryman, By-laws- —Laura Albin, Education—LLarry Prce, 50! AR Rav—Any Barber, Historian—
|<':hr1.l-'cd}'k, Programs— Juliv Penrod, Public Relations—Mike Banks.

| An mar| thanks 1@ the eut €oinG SicerinG Commitce—Your bard work
pai @ff—i1 was a aneher Great year for SOLAR erenis and edutationtt!!

The Ray Challeuges Me—Ler It in This Issue
Challenge You... : L
ge Upcoming Activities.. ...

Vel wgain this publication has been overtaken by C v Prote
an amareut. Orecr the next year, I will be DMLY PIOWECES. - vnnemeeniinirinie
eepeatnening with my new computer and having

funt weth clip art, bes foremost, the newslerc is the Class Offerings. ..o o ieiaree s siiann
place to infarm the vluh ahour the chsh. Here you
can leam sbout upeomiag aceviaes and classes, SOLAR Essendals L

eajoy menbers’ armcles ahown their wips and
adventurcs, share ikzas asout the outdoors,
cooking, pausto tips, ete., display your photas {rem
the batest amazing, tup, and skow nther enmmnity
members what the SOLAR is all about. [his is
FOUL OPPOTUNIGY 10 shars your exae¢nences and
thoughts (and get “published”), in twen making, the
liay a mure intecesting vead tor all. Please contac
me at the moatly meetings wath roursnbmicaans
ideas, or for morc info, or wnhe the via e-mail.
‘Thanks—1 look forward to 2 majeseic seign.

-Amy Barber, 1idhitor
b.-crzak: uullj’ku@'ﬂﬁ@]lotnﬂi:om




UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

" ANNUAL FOSSIL HUNT

July 24-25, 1999, or make it @ one-day rrip on July 25.

The annual fossil hunt is a kid-friendly trip to
Arkona, Canada, which is an approximate.y 2 /2
hour drive from Detroit gomg over the Port Huron
Bridge. Just north of the town of Arkena is the
Rock Glen Conservation Area where the hunt wil
tuke place.

This is a non-SOLAR cvent 50 you can mvite
yaur non-SOLAR Iriends. T.ast year 22 adults and
25 kids enjoyed the hunt for the fossils and the
enjoyment of the water.

Sa why collect fossils? Most people colleet for
the simple fun of it-- for the fun of tramping and
exploring, for the excitement of a rare find. Here
is an opportumiy 1o spend a day or two with your
Fiends as well as bring home a piece {or a few
siccees) of PREHISTORY,

On Saturcay. July 24, Jim will lead a visit to the
waterfalls in the Godrich area for those who are
camping nearby or moteifing.

The Iossil Hunt will be on July 25. Although
youdon’t HAVE to get wet, e lnmewarned tu
wear clothing that C' AN get wet. Tunch will be
the famous SOLAR potluck so bring your
favorites to sharc. The cost is free, except for park
cntry foos and vour food.

CONTACT JIM GILFIX at the Juie ar July

meetings for mere nfo and sign-up or call Jim at
734/513-9450,

JUNE RATTLESNAKE, June 4-4, '97

Want t¢: climb, hike, swim, or veger Well,
then June Rattesnake is the place to do it. It
takes nlace the weckend of june 4-6. Show
up Friday night, ser up vour tenr anc crash
50 you can hit the crags at & am. on
Sarday morning. An eatly start wil avoie
the heat of the day and the crowds. 1f you
ate not a climber, the Bruce trail is ncarby, as
well as a refreshing lake and some mouvntam
bike t-ails. The cost is ten CGanadian dollars
for the weekend. It includes car-camptng on
site #10, running water, luxutious showers,
and flush todets, Tf the weather s bad, doa’t
tear—the coolest store, Mountaia
Equipment Co-op is 2 mere 35 minutes
away 1 Toronto. Any questons? Call
Laura Albin at §10,/229-8283 or ¢-mnail at
albnlau@pilotmsu.edy.  Laura will bring maps
and info to the next meeting.

The Schoo! Of Outdoor lieadership, Adventure & Recreation



UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

GRAND CAMPING
WEEKEND

All Solarites invited on August 6-8.1999!

‘t's the anntat August Rattlesnake weekend at
Ratdesnake Point in Milton, Onrario. On thas
weckend, everyone camns on a grassy hillside with
access to puthouses, hot showers, and even flush
-oilers. 3QLAR twradidon includes rhe buffalo
shuffle (an carly morning hike en Saturday to see
RILAL buffalo), a bieyele race, and the competitive
COOK-QFF, 11 which all food preparanon must
secur on the premuses. Unusual and creative
ZAStTONeMIC concoctions are certainly welcome,
Although you may choose not to erter the contest,
all camnpers Hring a dish to pass for a potluck feast.

On Saturdav, the ™ we will érive to Crawfornd
Lake Conservation Arca, a short deive away.
Crawford lake 1s 2 basin atop tae Niagara
Iscarpmeny, the most sigmiicant landlomn m
southern Ontario. Here you will sce limestone
cliffs, woodands, wetlands, and the lake, an
ecolopically unusual tormation wsels. Studies of the
sedimert, which can be accurately dated back 1000
vears, led to the discovery of ore of the most
accurately dated lroguoian villages n Canada. A
reconsitucted fifteenth cenmry village is locared at
this stte Here we will wsit Walf Clan’s Longhouse
Learming Center.

Another trp we will take is to the Spencer Gorge
Wilderniess Arca. ‘This Y-shaped gorge 13 fed by fao
crecks, Spencer and Logle's, each of which plunges
over the Escarpment in a watetfall. We'll bike along
the Bruce Trail, perhaps stepping at the Kelso
(Consercation Area for a2 suwim and then heed back
to camp to segin cooking

On the way home Sunday, we wall visit the
African Lion Safav near Catubiidye, Oataro and
sce the Hons, tigers, monkeys, plans ammals, and
water animal habitats. For an exera $5 you can even
ride on an elephant! It's 2 whole lot of fun and a
nice ending to our camping weekerd.

Ad X

COMMUNITY PROJECTS

LET'S BUILD A BOARDWALK -~ -- - -

Watcrford Oaks County park is 2 wonderful place
to isit, and they could use our help. On Saturday,
Jure 19, 1999, Doug was so kind as to volunteer
SOLAR's help o finish up a boardwalk on their
nature /interpretive trail  The park is ror only home
to some nice nature trails, but it also has a wave
pool, swimming pool, children’s pool, giant slide,
amd thie Frdge We have been promiscd frec passes
for the swimming pools after we are dome for the
day. The workday starts at 9 am., with lunch at on
ot the picmc shelters, and then ends at arcund 4
p-m. Bring gloves, water, and a spack. Contact
Doug ".anvk just befote the event for last minute
denails. Waterford Qaks 1s located north of M539,
west of Telegraph, and south of Dixae Hwy. Sign
up at tae June meeting! Doug will have maps at the
mceting or call him at 248/634-4551.

National Trails Sexrvice Project
Maybury State Park, June 5, 1099

1.ast yeas, this service project wzs a sound success:
productive, fun, wholesome exerdse, and goaod
bagels. Itis being spensored again this year by REL
Prajects may include trail eepair and rerouting,
brash removal, wildflower planting, and tac maost
popular, scam removal. [t's 2 wonderful way to get
involved with the our valued park service, enjoy the
outdoors, and pick up a few skills. as well as meat
new prople. Contact Mike Banks at the next
meeting for sign-up and mor¢ info or call hir at
248/ 926-8939.

The Schaol Of Outdoor Leadembz];,‘ Adrenture & Recrealion



MEMBERS WRITE. ..

A Review of Hocking Hills
By Jim Gitfix

€
.y
L

I rode this year 1o Hocking Fills aich Connte and Marcella McClawchey and their owo friends Nawlia and
TLencre. ‘Tha next day we were ready 10 see the sights  First, wee visited the Rock House, and then Corkles
Hollow with it’s three waterfalls and beaugful trails. ‘Then we walked th.e Old Man’s Cave znd Upper lalls area,
Finally, we went to the %)-feot Ash Cave.

Alter vur hike we went back to our ¢abing for a basic, rustic stay . NOT. We enjoyed the hot skowers, gas
fireplace, and fully stocked kitchen. After eating Conme's food, we plaved the games “Set” and “Taboo” which
were both big hivs.

Sarucclay, all twelve Solarites hiked together. Jennifer’s eight-year old daughter, Mickey, hiked in purple
gnlo:sl‘xcs an did 81‘&:3".

The Szrurday Pot _uck was fun ard filing, Afterwarcs, we setiled in for a losg game of *“I'aboo.” Everyone
played except Mickey, who sat and knitted placemats for mice,

Sundzy, after an excellent hike at Canewell CLifs, we drave the back zoads to an area just north of Xema.
No, not the warrior princess—:he wown.} We then hiked at the Clifton Gorge, saw their waterfalls and
marveled at all the wildflowers.

[ taank Johnnie {or settmg up this fine cap., Linda anc Lenore for their preat company and Marcella and
Nartchia for cimbing by the rocks and wacerfalls to show the scale.

Iet's plan to go next Aprl—Il lead and try to ger some more familics and less active Solanites to go jed poze:
Thar’ a pnpirte, J:m“} ”('-rking Flills i frnly ane nf the vy best I's]:urt'-t aremind.

The School Of Outdeor Leadership, Adventnre & Recreation °



(’zOMI‘Ng ATTRACTIONS
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DESTINATION
NIAGARA FALLS

-

Jom us [ora jaunt .o Nisgara Falls June 18-201
Thers’s so much to do. 3Star: the weskend on
Friday weth a free firsworks display over the falls at
10:0H pom, On Saturday we will Journey Behind
The Falls wearing biodegradable raincoats snd
explore the mnnels on a self-puded tou, seeing the
underside of the falls, and come out on the
chservation deck to view the falls (and the spray) up
cose. Aferwards, we will hike, drve, or walk ro
cther areas, mcluding the werld’s largest plass
enclosed conservatory, Niagara Gler Nature Arca,
which 1s a geear place o leasn suoee alroul 1w
geology of the area, and Clifron Hill.

After a full dav of sighsseeing and dinner, we wll
switty in 1he outdoor ot olymmpic indoot pools, and
bath in the hat tubs and sauna, €at marshmallows,
and selax our boaes further around a campfice.

(e Sunday, we can visic other watcefals along the
Nuayara liscarpmenr and off the Bruce “ral,
including the lesser known but mcredible chree falls
at the Rockway Conservatnion Area and the Balls
Ealls arca.

l,u:jglr.g ﬂrrangcmcnta inchade camping at the
local KOA camppround (328 fo: twa persons per
mght or §8 for groups o7 20 or more) ard cebins
($50 per night for two or 360 fa: four peoplr). All
p?‘it‘(‘Q Iiﬁh"ll are (,‘.;ln'zdian {14’1"7]75—-['}1(" g_"x'('hangt'
rate 1s about 40%) All arrangrements ate up to the
individual {ludging, events, f>od). 'lhe SOLAR fee
s RN T¢'s about a 5-hour dave from the
Dwerrott crea. See Jim Gialfix at the June meetng for
detatls on lodging, tnaps, and more or contact him
at 73,/ 513-5400.

##4+47Th's 15 a lud-frendly trp and sure to be a
wonderful weekend!

1999 SOLAR/DEFRANCE
CANOE OUTING

Everyone 1s welcome to join us at out cabin jor
our annual tanoe outing on August 13-15. The
party starts I'fiday evening, where we gather around
the campfite to plan our schedules for the next day.
Hiking/biking rhrough the Huroa Natonal
Torcst, gotng for a swim/kayak in jose Lake,
pluying volleyhall, or just hanging out in the cabin
are just a few of the mzny sctivities that people do.
The cost this year is $25 and it inciudes the cost of
the canoc fns:s:uming 2 pcople pet c:mne), breakfast
on Saturday maorning, mstic cat-camping in the
woods a1 our property, use of our trusty authouse,
and sore serivas SOLAR. fun. Bring a dish to
pass for a t=aditional Saturday cve potluck, sumimer
toys and games (i.c., hikes, ball gloves, bathing
suwes, volleyballs, erc.), and your shovels and face
masks for this rear's project.. . JUST KIDDINGH!

Contact Laura Albin at 810/229-3283 or
glbintau@pilot. msu.cdu or see her at rthe booth ar

next tnonth’s meetng!

The School Of Quidoor Leadership, Adventure & Recrecgiz'on



THE SOLAR RAY

WILDFLOWER WALK AT INDIAN SPRINGS METROPARK
e E——— M

On one baght anc clear Sunday in late April, several SOLAR membess met &t the Tndian Sprngs Merropark in
Oakland Ceunty for a wildflower identfication outing. The weather was mild, and so the day was perfect for
thas kind Ofactiv'ity,

We lottered and pabbed with cach other outside the natuse cente: as SOLAR-souls trickled in for our hike.

Marparet was very patient and waited for over 4 half-hour before we started out. As it was, the latecomers found
us an}'\vz}'.

Among the plants we saw:

® The county's biggest bumper ctop of Ssunk Cabbage. Fortunztely, it hadn’t begun to blossom, thus saving
our olfactory receptors {and us) from a stinky situanon.

* A mulgude of Mayapples. When they are sproutirg they ook like a forest of umbrellas for clves popping
up out of the ground.

® [lepatica-—Medical pecple in the club maght wonder why a flowering plant is named after an organ meat
that is cfter served with onions. Look at the leaves for a clue... And you sdall might wonder who thought
ther were liver-shaped.

¢  Trout [Les—What conies to my nund ace flowers that Jook rather fishy. Acrually, it's the leaves of this plant
that have the mottled look of that famous Michigan fish.

e Pircherplants  Like the Vienus Fiyteap and the Sundew, it reltes oa msects to pronde part of its nutribon
It never fails to amuse me how a péanf mughkt not be a vegetanan.

We saw much more, and some plants we couldn’ idennify. Some because they weren’t plants, like Damien’s
Tﬂnrvl, and nthers hecanse jl'm}r were retnnants from last }rtar’s. g?‘r,‘»w'fh \’1‘:}'}#:- nett year we'll get it ﬁgnrerl out.

We also saw and heard birds. I won’l mention more than a tew: Chickadees, Nuthatches, Goldfinches, Red-
bellied Woodpeckers, and Eastern Meadowlarks. Thete were enough other tree-top feathered flitrerers to give
me a stiff neek.

We finished up over at Doug’s for a potluck in nearby Holly. The food was -asty, the compiny quite agreeable,
and our day an overwhelmingly enjoyable expertence.

INTERESTED N BEAOMING A MEMRER?

SCLAR club acHvires ate apen to SCGLAR cluby membets {mh';. But it's easy to joinl Formote informanon,
contact Mary Price at 245/477.7547.

The School Of Ontdoor Leaderibhip, Adventure & Recreation



T HE
Activities Calendar

June 1- General Membership meeting
Colony Hall, Southfield
Junc 4-6 — Rattlcsnake Provincial Park
Milton, Oneario
Lauza Albin 810/229-8283
June 5 — National Trails Day Service Project
Nf.aybur}; Stare Park
Mike Banks 248/926-8939
June 6 - Orienteering
Ilawcu Tdl
Linda Burke 248/471-4183
June 19 - Trail Maintenance — Boardwalk
Watertord Daks County 1*erk
Doug Lanyk 2¢8/634 4551
June 18-20 ~ Niagara Falls and Camping
(Canada
Jim Gilfix 734/513-9460
June 20— Canoe Class
Doug Lanyk’s | [ouse in Holly
Lamy Martin 734/591-3845
Junc 26 Canaoc Class
Doug Lanyk’s House in | lolly
Lary Martin 734/591-3845
July 6 — General Membership Mocting
Zalony Hall, Southfield
Doug Lanvk 243/634-4551
July 9-11 — Rattlesnake Provincial Park
Mitan, O
lauza Albin 8141/229-8283
July 16-18 — White Water Rafting
Lower New River, W. Virgima
Lisa Boose 248/681 3617
July 22-25 - Sea Kayak Sympoginm
Grand Marzis, Mickigan
Marthew Dalton
July 25 - 9" Annual Fnssil Hunt
Arkona, Canada
hm Gilfix 734/513- 9460
August 6-8 — August Rattlcsnake Camping
Milton, (Oneario
Jim Gilfix 734/513.9461)
August 13-15 - 1999 SOLAR /DeFrance Canoc
Duting
i fale, Michigan
Laura Albin B11/220.8283

SOLAR RAY

June Canoe Class

_ Interested tn Jearaing to manevver a
canoe 1n stll water? Need to refine vour
skilsr Want to watch your partner attempt
tor flatl himself back into the cance alter a
practiced capsizer Whether you are 2
beginner or an expericnced canocist, you can
get something out of this class. The class
covers the safe and proper way to get into z
canoe {dc you know what a gunnel 1s7), the
basic paddling strokes, deep aad shadow
water rescues, canoe anatomy, and solo and
tandem canoe operanoa. The Canoe Class
18 u fua, practical class to leam about canoe
safery and rechniques. Tt will e held ar
Daug Lanyk’s house on the lake :n Holly,
Michigan.

Contact Larey Martin at 734/591-3845,

{Insert your favorite canoeing photo here.......
Or better pet—send it to the editor!)

Do you have a dream trip you'd like
to run? Contact Leslie Cordova

at 248/547-5626 for detaiis!

Aha

The School Of Ontdeor Leadership, Adventure & Recreation



THE

STEERING COMMITTEE
President Doug Lanyk
Vice President Karen Bates
Sccretaty Ted 11uil
TIPZR'I'II'E‘I' Jnhn Mﬂ“ﬂr
Activities Leslie Cordova
Membership Mary Price
FEquipment Rick Merryman
By-laws Laura Albin
Education Harry Price
Puhlicaton Amy Batber
Histarian John Fedyk
Pruograms Julie Pengod

Public Relations  Mike Banks

AT LARGE

Steve Gardner Al Fylak
Cindy Harrison-Felix | .atry Martin
Joan & Bob Westbrook Mc Det'rarce

Joan Ryvan Bil Halvangs
Peg Camphelt

* * v e ‘
The SOLAR CLUB is a non-profit organization

of people interested in promoting appreciation
of outdoor activitics through cducation and
practical experience. The club offers
educational ptograms and various activities
which are listed inside. We sponsot trips as
well as informal gatherings to provide the
exchange of expertis¢, experniences, and
information. All of these contribute to
feHowship amony the maobeship. SOLAR
Club activities will enhance and further the
skills and information taught in the basic and
more afdvanced classes through active
participation.
4 & » «a ‘
For more information about SOLAR:
SOUMARCLUB HOLLINE
Z4-hour Voice Mail [248)088-6658
or http:/members.tripad .com/-solarclub !

SOLAR RAY

About The Ray

The Ruyis a moathly publicatinn of the SOLAR club ard 1
pz‘ovj,dcd tres exf C}\‘M'b’f‘ 1rs the eorrent dlll‘.ﬁ-‘p!.id members.
Deadline fir The RAY is 12 dags atier the general meeting for
the following month's edigon. Commibudons in the lonn of
upeomiIp cvents. comments, xify reporcs, recipes, photos, wnd
onpinal artides ate weleome. Sand all coatnbunions to Amy
Barber, SOLAR Ray Fditar, A921 T akeview Bhil, #3311,
Westland, MI 48185, 734/595-4599 or
armykay ¥6:G: hoimail com.

Meuting Location
Mentings ace held on the Lrsc Tueséay of the mooth at the
Colony Hall, located ©t 21780 livergreen Rd., between & and ¥
Mic Keads in Sonthfiekd st 7:30 IV, Visitoms Can atend
meetings for frce. Membership dues are:

$ 30 individual, annually

$150 indirvadual, bitetime

$45 famyly, aomully

¥225 [zenily, lifetime

RN SRR B WK/ EER
SOLAR CLUB

P.O. Box 2438
Southfield, MI 48037

GENI & LESLIE CORDOVA
14320 BORGMAN
QAK PARK, W] 4823}
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