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JULY PROGRAM—SOLAR fPEfDOM FESTIVAL

Corme bungry for the Iy meeangy J > where, ‘ollewing the monthly meeting, you
can picnic on hamburgers and hotdogs ' supolied and prepared by SOLAR! Cekbrate
the holiday one more time (o casc¢ yon dudn’t get enough to eat o1 the
Fourthl) with vour fraends and a batbecue on the lawn. Bring a dish to pass, beverages,
bug spray, and cutdoor zames, Frisbees and the tke—cards 1f you’re a Euchre fan.
Also, there wall be a money raffke so brng lots of dollar bills$$$ Condiments ¢hint--the usual ones), ntensils,
and puper plues will also be previded by SOLAR. This is one program thar shoulc appeal to all! 'The
meonthly mezting will bepan a hall-hour carlier (7200 PM) so we tan get to the food.

REMINDER: DUE TO THE NATURE OF THE PROGRAM, THIS
MONTH’S MEETING ON JULY 6 WILL START AT 7:00 PM! !

FACRIINQ I NCFAL—COAIT 10 AJQAST.

EVER DREAM OF CLIMBINGE EVEREST? FIND OUT AT THE AUGUST
PROGRAM IF YOU ZOJVLD TAKE THE CHALLENGE---ORSII BACK AND ENJOY THE
ADVENTURE VICARIOQUSLY THROUCH THE ADVENTURES OF SHERPA Nima Tenzing.

If the image of a Himalayan adventure, a trek across the BEverest Region, or possibly even a
uip o Sase Camnp moves you, join us at SOLAR's August meeting in welcoming Sherpa Nima
Tenzing from Nepal. He has run eighty major expeditions and currently runs a trekking
business with his son. He was involved in the 1963 American kxpedition and was awarded by
President Kennedy for his rescue work., Nima will present a slide show teaturing breath-taking

scenery, tell colorful staries, and give information on how to participate in an incredible
adventure,

Ho. rhes Cseue éa neally wot Paddlc Times i disguice. Ent look inaide. gou Ul Be smcgniced. ..
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T H E S

CLASS OFFERINGS

WATEEN: August 0-8,199Y
FOUATION: 1'o be announced
CON1: $70.00

LEADY INSTRUCTOR: Hatry Price

248/477-7547

‘This is 2 new class for SOTAR. The class will deal with
leadership skills, including effective communications,
deczsion making, conflizt resolution, leadership stvies
{sharmg leadership), and controlling group
periormance. In addition, seam building exercses
suitabile for the development of smatl groups will be
presented, discassed, and practiced. The class will stare
at 730 ».m., Frday night, and w1l end at approximately
nocn oa Sundar. The text is Chutdoor, Leadership by
Jobm Grabiane The Moruulalicers, lf}-‘uu are tlﬁnkin‘};
of leading a trip oractivity for the fiest time, this 1s a
class voo skould strongly consider.

TRIP PLANNING SEMINAR

WHI-N: July 28, 1999

TEXT: Handouts to be provided

LOCATTON: Benchmark, Farminglon,
ALl

COST: F10.00

LEAD INSTRECTOR: Cindr Herrison-Felix

REGISTRATTON; Hanry Puice

248/477 TH47

This ¢lass builds on the skills developed 1n the

beginning backpacking class. “‘he class will provide
pracrical skills for mp planning. Participarts will be
given the opporturity to develop detaied trip Hlans,

The class will start at 630 p.m.

O L A R R A Y

LIVING CLOSER TO THE EARTH
e ANYONE?

Yes, 1 know we're already dving on the 3
rack. But what 1 mean is...can you live without
a phone, pager, computer, 1V oz CD? Or can
YOu survive without a tent, sleeping bag, stove,
TP or candy? Aad no, this is not a sale diech
for my “Y2K-proofed” goodics, but a reminder
that you can siill live close to the heartbears of
Morther liarth. You can learn akout nature and
cartk-living skills ac the Great Lzkes Primitives
Gatherieg on Bots Blane Island, located just
cust o0 the Machivae Bidge. 'The worksbops
will be held from Tharsday, 8719, to Satardsy,
8/21. They may include shelter building, fire
and corcage making, wali coble and medicinal
plants, pnmitive ponery, brarkee making,
primifve weapons and trapping, primifi'.rc
nuvigatiun, rature awareness, and more,

All waorkskops are free, bur you have w pay
fr the matenals. The registeation eoast 1s about
$90, and it includes some mezals, a wilderness
(ent site nex: to Fake Huron, and clean port-a-
welins, Thers will be an auchon on donated
crafts on Saturdsy, [ am soll waiting for details
about the pathening, Sirce I've other (ish te fry,
I'm ‘voking for 2 volunteer 1o coordinate this
non-SOLAR workshop for vur members
{Contact me, Lesrer Mok, 519/236-0324.

BRELP WANTED:
SOLAR EPUCATION

We need course coordinators and lead
instructors in order to keep providing an
interesting and varled class schedule. Classes
offcred over the past fow years which are sitting
un the shelf for lack of belpare primitive skills,
Jasic urzcking, cutdoor photography, beginning
<ayaking, basic GP’$, and basic radia usage. 1o
vou have an interest in any ane of these or do
vou have an idea for a rew class? Please call
SOLAR Education Dircctor Flarry Price at
2487477 TL47

The Scboel/ of Qurdoor Leadership, Advenianre & Recreaiion
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T H E
Solar Kock-(Climbing (lass 199¢

By Denelar Ianyk

With 17 students and five
assistant mstruetars Sharon Stanek
had her hands full for the final
]vm‘h}‘nl. The weekend o
Rattlesnake Provincial park near
Milton, Ontazio was great. ‘lhe
weather cooperated—mid 70/ s for
highs, mad 50% for lows, We spent
the fizst tvo days leaming and
practicing the difference detween a
safe typ-tope sctup and the
dingerous knots and ropes some
oher climbing schools use. SOLAR
ciabers sre defrutels safedy-
consaous. Ar night our nred bodies
were [ulled to sleep by the soands of
10,45 boy scouts singing camplire
dirries. T be faur, the square dancers
put up a Food baitle for our
attention.

On Surday, 1 was a litrle
(1‘R:II\ﬁtair‘1t-t| in the rnnrning l_\{:ing up
breakfasted, packed, and ready 16 go
by 8 am ast as same of the proup
wad gtl!ing out of bad. Tt was a slow
start. Maost of the climbs were past
this cimber’s abilities, although manx
of the students climbed better than
maouneain poats. The instruc-ors and
students climbed untl they had to
leave. '

A clinnling, | was muroduced o
the candy stores in downtown
Toroato, Severul otker SOTARIRes
and | did our share ul packinsg up the
( anudian ccenomy. With fresh
endozphiis in my bloodstream,
spending the money to buy my own
rock climbing gear was cusv. If vou
haven't tred the Rock-Climbing
cass, do so. Youll love -t

Vhe Schooi of Quidoeor Leaderchrp, Adventure o

Whitewater rafting on the Lower
New River in Fayecerille, West
Virginia 1s one of Ameariea’s besr
whitewater experiznces. There will
be a full da}' l:‘ip on Saturday with

. beautful scenery and a niverside
¢ luach, an Express 1'rio or Sunday

and two mghts lodging in cabins
(limited space available) or tent
cataping. This 1o includes expert
pude service, necessary equipment,
and transport to and fron: the river.
I:Hl] Ii]}' 1 d[‘l t)l 13 'l‘ bl S i'l ll.,tu(k: I'er i[]g dll
day Saturday on the Middle New
River in rafts ot two-person duckies
ard choicz of rocg-climbing, nver
tﬁp {rnuh»t 1)(.3 12 }"I'S. +}‘ [24 hnrt:ch:lc]-:
rding oty Sunday. Favetteville s
approxtnalely an 8-hour drive from
Detroit. The costis $210

et mee info abont the frip(fhr'n‘"l;
stll space'), call Lisa Boose at
2L87G81-3017 or see her at the
meeting. Payment in full must be
made by July 67

-~ WEEKLY
KAYAKING ON
WEDNESDAYS§----

oo us for 2 weekly evening karak
on 2 differeni lake cvery weel
throughout the Metro area. We wall
meet at 630 prn and start out paddle
ac 70 pat. o find ouc vur aext
lox-atinn, call Sharan Bradenck at
248/ 6602085, cmail
Sharon Brodenck@ MichCon.com or
call Dranno Merchant at B10/234-
1487 or enatl meschantf@itre.com.

R A Y

July 22-25 Great Likes Sez Kayak
Symposium, Grand Marais, Pictured
Rotks Ares

Join Marr Dalton, nther SOT.AR
members and about 300 prople at
the 15" Annual Great Lakes Sea
Kzyak Symposium mn Grand
Marats, Michipan, ‘This 1s an
edacatonal non-Solar cvent for
people interested in sea kavaking,
beginoer to expert [tis sponsored
by The Grreat Lakes Sea Kayak
Cluby and supported by the
Armernican Canue Assuciation, sud
kayak mamafacharers and reeailers.
and th: cown of Grand Maras,
Tke eveni ts husted on the
beautiful and magnificent shores of
Lake Supenior. People of all ranges
of expenence, beginner to expert
kayaker will atzend the event from
Michigan and several neighbanng
states. ‘The Sympoesium costs
$75.00if you register before July
1k ot F90.00 ac the event. The
sympesmm includes 3 days of
classes, tring, the apportuaity to try
many ditterens kayaks trom a
vatety of kayak manufacturers,
shde shows, a night paddle anil
social activities. We will camp at
the Woodiand camp pround nghs
or. the shores of Lake Supericr.
There is a nomunal fee to camp.
Brng your own sea koyak or you
can rent ong from one of three

outfitters for « fee. You will need a

wer vt dry suit for the wurs. These

can also be rented if vou don’ Hwn
{Ne I_ﬂkﬁ S'UP(_""'il"lf' l\ l.-l')]d 'Aﬁfl
breautiful. Matr will organize
car pooling tor Solae Club
members and we wall camp
topether. Contact Mate a: 213.
3¢-1611 for further informenion.
"I'bis 15 a tun, greal, cducalional
event,

Recreafion
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Camping at Figeon (Rirec
by Darend “Danne’" Merchunt

At Pipeon River Campground {our base of
operations), campyires e firse come, fiest seeve
50 [deove up Thuesday night w secute sies. ]
spent Friday morning putzing with mmy site and
ertesting alining Ty Sean Teneon, Hearaar
Lanzille, and Paulz Darses showed up around
lunchume. "The sky way overcase, and
occssionally spitting cain. Aller Lioch, we hiked
West aloap cke ridee overlooksng the nverco a
mile ar 5o past Tord Take  Wildiower
idectficznon is oct one obf my speciaitics, bue
Heather savs we saw piak aad whire millum,
The water levels 20 Ford Lare weee very low,
the result of 7 drv sprirg. Sall the water Jevels
" tl'u_- Aver wrre tht-r than [ ¢-VIu-¢'Ir~r|,
defintrely high encugh to suppore a kayak

Sean and | deciced to po ride she Shinghe Mil
[’mhwa ii.' 'Uc'h'i](' t}l(‘ WHIMEN went }“Llflg SO
more. The Shiogl: Mill convects 1o he primazy
erail in chis area, che 7 mile long Tph Country
Pathway, a1 vwvo junciures faeming a oo 1t
was T pm, and Sezn and 1 needed 10 move fasa
in erder to cover all 16 miles by nightfall W
1ake satr.'h 3 nou\h S0 W ]mq.k o the mhht
ndiag hgh:s just ia case (Heather cx'[:rt:sscd
sO™ME CONcern Eha W W m]’:()“ (™ ﬁ.ﬂg
outielves t be out afier dackl]. We made it
hacs to camp br £:30 PM with some dav light
left Erir Bezun showed up dutiog dinae:: Jobn
Feeyk, Amy Barber, aad CGonn Peand nerved
lﬂl!l’. .I.}X'J'('f WAs Nl as [t'll.'h’.'}t L'Kn'lpﬁfe
cameradetic a5 I would have liked that aight,
\"Ilh F{le ("I'- IS Smf{(‘(l l:!'{’lh dinm:r, ilnd |h(‘.
thiee [oar busy seedop up ents.

Exervenc had plane for Saturcay {t was
wondectully sunnel). We all headed, o one
various wais. notih oo the Shingle Mill, Enc
I('ft Mth a h]] pa(l\ 1(3] If'llﬂ Fnr n ‘)ﬂprM Llﬂg
tap, Aoy, Geon,and [oho headed ut for an
cleven mile kike, snd the reat of vs ok the
path on our bikes W all got back around
clenaentime. It is 20 hard 10 resist plaving when
theze 15 daviight, so w1 the assistance of mv
decicated support staf? {Scan and Heather), €
weot solo kavaking.  Solo kayakiag dowre a wild
nver is not normally a parpcularly safe achvity.
Woe tmproved my survival adds by stuffing 2
repeater radin up on 2 adge, o that [ codd sty
in constaat radio contact with Sean wad
Heather Sean ran the |:a_\-'sl|: anc me down the
dver and helved me Jaunch. The paddle wvas
generally beautitul, with ¥ portazes tarouah
::xﬂ'ﬁmv:y dCI’JS(‘. undt‘.tbrush. ! ;;01 Lut 0:- w
by "scouvtching” Lver downed logs a: "ramoung
specd", Portipe 716 had some unplaaaed

The

S 0 L A R

sxcitement as | uoknowinpty walked en top of
the eaof of a beaver lodge ard fell through! Ads
tampmater pave me ao mercy the rest of De
weekend aboun the beaver iocident. The
repester worked extremely well untl sume
sqQuarecls attacked the epater amt tucned i oft
[mum have besn the L‘x1ra-virgin Juet tape,
Foctunady, Twas paet the halfuay paint when
this happened. 1 kept relaving landmacks, and
Sean and Heather derermined my progress using

7.3" USGS plot. Fortunately | beat the sernoy
sun [bu[ nol l?_‘, mueh), and Sean, Heather, and
Eirie pulled the kayak and me out of the nver.

While John, Amy. Glron, ind FEde huog ol
at the campfire, the rest of us started on dinncr.
lidc had taken his backpack.ng cxercise
sertously, and stoically dined on rehydrated
stufl. The greduaes of Winter Camping were
hell ocot to dine o3 gowrmet fare with {resh
vepetaliles, elzbirare taanades, ind cast icon
cookerv. And for a chanpe, there was tme toe
camptite cameradene, with Aoy providiog
rcmrdiu] ;u:uvuutiun iu :;'mn.‘en consr.mction
{pre-heating the chocolate on the graham
cracker subsine realty does make a difference!).
We were al) gaite social untd bedume. The
advanced cookery thing carned 1ta Sundey
with the men of SOLAR miking fresa omelecs
fur the wumen of SOLAR. Trwas lcoking
gloomy, dut we tolowed through on our plans
For 2 groap ode south 1o Riend Lake Al seven
eyclist had a whisde and compas: armond -heir
nuek (T thuught about spoe checkiap, tor space
blankets but that scemed awhully anall). Stanly
abter departuse, it started 10 raan, and each
cyelist whipped out eain gear. This section of
teail was aot #s well macked, and we overshot
Round §ake e dd s the eut-of [ Bae it o0 our
way lack though). We eetumed abour 3 PM,
and tore dowa carp betore heading ot 10 1
[estve group dinner a1 the Big Buck sccakhowse
m Cavlord {line bke beng cxpased to real Friedd
apan).

PIGEOH RIVER—A REPUTTAb
By A Burber

No, this oip was not just aaother
bect coumnesuiand. Thee wee
subtlettes a1 Pizeon Rivee thie take
a seasiove okl 1, too, ot o
fnme gl‘('ﬁ[ h'lklﬂg 'l]kln}’ :lt'llj
catnfring bul it also was 8o much
nore .

. E [ﬂ\"(‘. TV VT arn\’rd al your
catupsile, gotlen vut of 2 stile car,
and breathed in the moet ghonous
smell ar balsam? We cid, and
raved about the beauty and

School! of Owitdoor Leaderihip, Adveniare
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magniheence ot the balsany at 1)
amm. (Gettg out of our wnts in
the morning sunshie we
chscnwered how goud prre can
stnell

* Ileacaed dhat whip-ponewills are
noctienal gratsuckers and orly siang
at niphe, John learned thut white
throated SDUTTLRWS, «ith theirclea:,
moumtul song, also wall sing at night.

«  llrarned same mountain Dikiog
terme: 124, Bif, and Exdo. Dab
i 4 1ouchdown vl one of your
bind legs 0 regain balance, and
Baf ancl Bndo are helime: moves.

«  1lcamed some people tnake
nthers give thar beatings in
French while cying to talk on the
sadiv  and karak.

. | leamed _|um'. bugs atre [un to
spuoikghe @nd auntwith a
headlamp s [ was headed 10 1he
outhouse 1n the datk, | hearc its
loud buzz. | was mercly 1rying o
getitin view sa it wouldo't bif me

Al of a sudden, !

czught it hch -on with my I1gh1

and zbout 2 foos and a balf i

“rend nf my fare, T aw rwo any,

Stighe orange dewl eyes glarmg au

me. D somed bobbiog ap aod

down 11 2 hideous fashing, and 1

could see how furiously it was

unea, n_ucdh'

Seating its wanps. 1 warted 1o le

oukq b]mrdrurd]ing scream, but

soarnlled mvsell
Morce things: entertunment can ox: as
stmple as wartng for elk to zppear at
the elk-vivwdng site (we were
unsuecesstul) while listening ter wond
thrushes, oceasionully crioembeay; w
search for motels :t this pome lecation
and -ime, ideattbying moceasin fowers
and s'pccu]'at'crg e their maseuling
anatnmy, aru frequenty spettiap the
rose-breasied grosacak, a commoen
bitd in that arca with a beautitul song,

To be fair, i was Danno wha wanted

o write zn artcle detailing his spieinal
(I"lnll(‘.('.fil)ﬂ Wlfh ngeun R.i';;.r. Jl].l ﬂnt
was lost wheo the brutdl cditor Macke
lum cut Jus copy From Ave pages 10
one. Sooy, Canoe! Them?’s life's
Liveaksl Bus yesw wese sk o sensitive frip

fader. ..
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T H E

9'{1 Aﬂnual F()ssil Hunt

July 24-25, 1999, ot make it a vne-day trip on July
25.

fotn us for the Annual Fossil Fluat and
adventures m Arkona, Canadal This has been a
very popular puting for SOLAR members and
thetr fnends (i z a #on-SOLLAR ewnd) to catch a
bit of prehistory—yes, you can take a limited
supply of fossils home to top your eollection of
drfrwood. seashells, and other tip memoratilia.
The hunt wall take place on Sunday in the Reck
Gleu Comervation Area. The usual plan is Lo ge
wel (and (:00]1.) during the hunt si dress
appropriztely. Lunch will be potluck style sc
bong your tavon:e potluck pickins’.

On Sarurday, July 24, Jim Gilhx wil lead a
visit to the watetfalls in the Godrdch area for
those who are camping nearby or staying in a
marel.

A3 AT A ERARI T REARITE S NERNSE IR FIE S REE XN E]
‘The cost of the fossil hunt 15 free - you pay for
lodging tees, patk entry {oes, and the food coses.
Arkonais a 2 ¥ hour doive from Detroit and
well-worth the dave.

CONTACT JIM GILFIX at the Juiv meening
for more infe and sign-up or call Jim at
73475130460

INTERESTED IMN BZCOMING A
MEMEBERDY

SOLAR club activities are open to SOLLAR dub
members onle. But 175 easy to jein! For more
information, contact Maty Price at 248/477.

a7

S O L A R R A Y

LEELEVALL STATE PARK
CAMPING VWEEREND |

ofthe. fithing | Piking/ Bacch/Winry

August 20-22, 1999, Karzn Bates will lead a
trip to the tip of the Leelenau peninsula for a
weekend of hiking, biking, swimming, building
sand castles, beachcembing, touning a
Lighthvuse, shoppmg m Traverse Cuy,
cookouts, campfires, and the activity of choice
for Sarardsy, winery tours on Old Mission and
[Lezlenau Peninsulast

Sunday will feature the Bates brunch  you
have to go the trp to experence tis!

COST: $10 per person, plus the costof a Srare
Park vehicle permic. ‘T'hers may be an addinonal
fee/danation cost for the lighthouse tour.

Space 15 limized so contact Karen for info at
810/323-1430.

MORE PADDLE NEWS

227 BOIAR/DEFRAME CAMOE OUTING
This annual yet sogethet neer Flale, Michigan,
1s zt1 cvent not to be musacd! It all stazes on
Friday night, August 13, arourd the campfire at
the Debrance’s cabin, There is plenty of room
fot car-carping on their wooded lot with
omuthouse facilines. Sarurday 1s a fzee day o
explore the arca on foot or bike, go far a swim
or kayak mn Jose Lake (pronounced [oc's
althorugh you can pronounce it flosc-ay if you
prefer). play volleyball, or hang out in the cabin.
Sunday is the cance trp down the beautiful Au
Sable Kiver, lasting somewhere 2round five
hours with a break for lunch midway. The cokr
1s $25 per oerson, which 1ncludes ‘he cost of the
canoe assuming two people per canoe),
breakfast on Saturday mom, and ¢camping,
Bring a dish to prass tor a traditional Sat‘urday
eve potluck, summer toys and games, and your
charm.
Contact Laura Albin at §10/229-82€3 o+
albin]ap@pilotmsa.edu or see her at the
monthly meeting!

The School of Quitdoor leaderyhip, Adrventiure & RKevreation



T H E S O L A R R A Y

By Ter Simoncds
“What did you say? No chain saws?” inquirec our cager crew as ranger, Jeff Morroe, passed out handsaws
and gave us an overview of the work to be done on the tzails “T'he trails were deseribhed as Inaking Tike 2
temado just passed through, Seven SOLAR members teok the ferry from Leland to Nerth Manitou Island
and spent Saturday, May {5% clearing fallen trees from several miles of trals We had a fnendly team that
worked well trgether so 2. -2 L TREN ' ., Y e it was a very enjovable scovice
trip! ‘l'om was o hand " £ with Fis first zid kit just in case
Pat ard Rick gor overzealous with the Iive-foot
two-man saw. Regpe prevented many head injurics,
cuts, and scranes by functioning as our lockoct
while 'er; kept busy hauling brush off the trails.
Dave was deseribed by a crewmember as a beaver that
never guttl John couldir’L gel envugh alter the
crewe wenl down o the

beach to relax and went on to
clear another secton of trall on his own. After all the
hard work was done tor e the day, we headed down to
Rita’s {or appotzers and drinks. Rata s the last persen [eft wath = private residence en the island. She
entertained us with her story and several of us beught her beok entitled North Manitou Island. A frer
departing Rita’s, we were treated to dinner at the ranper’s place.  'he hospirality and graciousness we
expenenced were heart waeming, Kumor has it, though, that you don’t want to drin< Riia’s ‘Island Smzsh”™
and then ey to climb trees!

July, Auguss, September—Kayaking with SOLAR
4‘“‘& AND ALL THAT JALZ \ Kayaked latcly? Never kayaked? Don’town a

kayak® . Call Mate Daleon!? Tam putting togetker a lise of

On July 15.‘ lh.l asday V%, r}?ﬁ,r_c w}ll SQOLAR members who ke to kayak. We will go paddling
bea gr.oup bike trt).m Lebbic _a" ood’s after work when these 1s cm:ugh mnterest and on several
fpues i Harpes Wooda ta & Bee Saturdays and Sundays. 1 will make this list of SOLAR

ouldoor concert in Grosse Pointe. The
performers will be George Benson,
Charlie Gabricl, ard jim Wyse,
otherwise known as the three 1azz
terors. This 1s billed as a jazz
enthusiast’s dream. The bike trip s

kayakers available wo peaple nn the Fst and anyone iateresred
in kayaking. We may even huve a Kayak Interest Group
Party before the yeas 1s over

Wl o paddl.ng, exponng Miclugan lakes and ovets and
go surf kayaking on the Great Lakes! You don’t even have to
: , . have your own kayak. 1have 4 kayaks that 1 will prowids to
spproatmstcly 12 milak along ciey people witheut boats. No charge from me—an optionz] §10

streets. A\ stop at an Ke cream shop will contriburion to 8O1. AR would be appreciated (checks should
follow the concert, and you have the be made out to SOLAR),

option of riding along Lakeshore Drive

) ! . On weekdays, trps will be to local Oakland County lakes,
SAER th‘f ’,"'t."'" mip The ]_"’f"" fime trim including (rrchard 1ake, Cass Lake, Proud Lake, 2l Walled
[)el).lm- 5 12 6:45 PM, arriving Take. For weekend trips we can go to Kensington, Lake
fashionably late to the concert. Ifyou Etie, Lake Michigan, the Detroir River, Lake St. Clair,
prefer to catch the beginrung of the Harsons Island, and Sagnaw Bay. Picnics and dinner atter
paddliing will be part of most 1z1ps. A few overnight trips

fee for this trip. Debbie will provide mar be planned. Call Mare Dalton at 248/350-1611 and let
maps. Fot more info, call Debbie at me know vour interests and experience.

313/521.2R91. /

VThe Schoat of Owtdoor Teaderchip, ldrenture & Rereaiion
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by Lanied "Uaans™ Mercrant

| tried Sea Kevaking tor the lirst ume, last
August. T was so moved br che experience, that [
houghta beat of my own a month later. There are
no marinets in my tamily, so buying a kayak was a
pretty bruve statement for me (it also played hivoc
with my finances roa’). When T honght my boar, 1
waorried that T would have to pace limits on my
kuyuk nutings Lecause | weuald not have anyone to
paddle with. ‘This spring, Sharon Broderick asked
me to help her organize a series of Wednesday
night kayak outings. We went pubiic at the June
{reneral Meetirg, and bad our first outing a day
later.

Five boats showed up for a paddle of Walled
[ake, the largest rezatta ot kayaks [ had ever
pacticipated o Allof then were viable touring
bozts- ot 2 glofified pool toy in the fleet. We
launched from Sharon's conde complex, and
pacdled north. "There was a strong breeze coming
out of the west, The pldd]c casl wae cxci:.ing to
paddle as there were stzong waves cotring from
behind us. The castert: end of the Yake had
whiteczps, and made for a chalienging paddle souta
acrnss the whirecaps. ‘I'he rerurn leg wesr was a
biast, with the boats planing their way through the
waves. We repeated the north leg, and beached ara
park nexe door to Bogie’s Restaurane, whese some
of us had dinner. [t was dark, when we left Boze's.
I had never paddled m the dark belore. A
moonlight paddle would have been an expericnce.
Instead we pot light pollution frome Purelve Oaks
Mall spilling over tae southern tree ine. It was sull
a cool experience.

Odue »eeond groLp 11::.(]L1]l1 was al Lake €edon.
Ounly three boats this tme, but a nice size o paddle
wit. The ake has lots of bays and penunsulas. that
vary between being wald to being cverbwle. We
tried to pudd]c a stream that appcarcd by Connect
with Indiarwood Lake, but it got too shallow, We
also acadentally vielated the territory of a air of
swans 1akir.g their swanlings (e wores cygneis) out
{ora swim. Papa swan wzs se annoved with onr
presence that he faled to rotice one of the baby
swan-lings take off for some vaauthorzed
explonng, Eventually he pranted us safe passage.
We explored bays, peninsulas, islar.ds, and bridges,
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untl a light rain fell. We would have staged longer,
tut thunder and lightning in the disrance
encouraged us t head in. The sun came ou: as we
Lcached the boats, aad headsd off in search of
frod. Our next -wo paddles will be up the Huron
Fiver frem Milford into Proad Lake, and on
Willlams lakes. As -he summer progresses, we will
pick other lakes and eivers to explore. ‘lhere may
e some day paddles as well. Ycu can join us if
you have a kayak with all of the {oast Guard
mandare:l safery equipmant.

Laser Tag 1888 Challenge Il
SKWI SKI CLUB ve. SOLAR
cLuB

The 2 Laser Tag Challenge is corplete. Who
woné We pliyed three games, The Lirst was 4
warm-1p sa thar everyone could ger used ro rthe
guns. No ceams yet, just individaal wardots  The
top three warriors were 'larry Kroll. Mike Goatley,
and un GilEx. Thea it was ame to begn the
challenge. In Game 2, the SKTWTs {1 was cn their
teamn) went after the SOLAR tower. Laser blasts
hit ps. and then we returned fire, hitting them.
When we all emerged from the hattlegronme, we
found that SOLAR ream had won game twa, with
a score of 2032 to 1927, The top three punners
were Jefl Bnterhin, John Green of SIKIWT, and jun
Gifix. Now it was down to the last batde. The
clubs took their towers. The battle was on. lLaser
fights all over rhe fidld. We fired upon the SOLAK
tower, hitting tham, and chey hit us in return, Ve
had 0 keep on our toes. There were many battles
¢l around us. But only one team can be the
winrer. We emerged again from the banlefield o
tind that the SOLAR team had won apain, 4334 to
3387, "Lhey also had taken the top six soots. The
top three gunne:s were _en Enterkin, Leslic
Cordovz, and Stewart Maynard. Well, we all bad u
blast, and the pop and pizza disappeared. Unul we
mee: next year- -on the baetleficld —Jeff Lnteran
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T H E s O
AUGUST RAT TLESNAKE

August 6-8, 1999 and SOLAR fun

1t’s the Annuat August Ratticsnake weekend at
Rattlesnake Pointin Milron, Qotario. On this
weekend, evervone camps on a grassy hillside with
access to ourhouses, hot showers, and even flush
toilers, SOLAR readifion includes the buffalo shuffle
(an early moraing hike or Saturday to see REAL
buffalo), a bicyclke tace, and the competitive cook-
off, ir. which all food preparadon must occur on the
prenuscs. Previoas yoars’ winnoers have been awarded
for their eulinary imagination. The feast following the
cook-0ff is a zeal treat. Althcugh vou mzy choose not
to enter tae contest, all campets bring a dish to pass,

O3n Raturday, the '."h we wlll drive to Cravford Lake
Conservation Area, a short dove away. Crawford Lake
15 2 basin atop the Niagan Escarpment, the most
siguilicann Lol moscuthern Onuno  flere you
will see imestone clitfs, woodiands. wetlands, and the
lake, an ecologieally cnusaal formation iself. Studies
ot the seduiment, which czn be aczurately dared back
1000 years, led to the discovery of one of the maost
accuratelt dated Yroquoian villages in Canada. A
reconstructed 15" century villape is located ar this site.
Fere we will visit Welf Clan’s Longhouse Learning
Cenrer.

Another tno we will take 15 to the \pmu_r Gorge
Wilderness Area. Lhis Y-shaped porze is fed by two
creeks, Spencer aad Logie’s, cach of which plunges
nver the Lscarpment in a waterfall. We'll hike along
the Bruce Trzil, perhaps stopping at the Kelso
Conservanon Area for a swim and then head back ro
Cﬁmp tey IJI’.'g"D C(‘f)k"iﬂg.

On the way home Sunday, we will visit the African
Lion Safad near Cambridye, Oniaro, ard see the
Loy, Ugers, cwonkeyy, plans ammals, and warer animal
habtrats. For an exera $5 you can even ride on an
ekephant! [t should e a grea: camping weekend with a
tun ending! See fim Gilfix uf the August meeting for
info and detals or call hiny a1 734/513.94640),

L A R R A Y

SEA KAUYA ADVENTURE ON LAKE
SUPERIOR

You've hikec on top of the gorgeous Pictured Rocks
along the Natinnal T akeshore Trail {or perhaps, you've
always wanted tof), but probably you realized you
weren's getting the whole picture. Now 1s your chance
to see the other view, and aot just from a our boat.
We will karak the eme:sald watzrs of Lake Superior
along the mineral streaked sandstone cliffs of Pictured
Rocks. Grand Isiand National Recreadon Area is the
setang for the trip wath the Pictured Rocks Lakechore
just acsoss the open water. Located just west of
Mumusing, <his 8 mile by 3 mile tsland in Lake Supetior
15 full of tukiny opporwnmies wieh bezuaful wooded
tralls and deserted shorelines.

No ¢xperience s necessary for the tnp, slthough yon
should be in good physical condition t endure 5 4
hours per dav of kayaling. Professional, highly trined
gudes will provide expert :nstruction, pucancs, and
lcadership. Allkayaking gear and kavaks wll ke
supplied, as well as all meals!

Plan to arrrve “Thursday night as we will begin
kavaking ['mday. There are twn senarate tnps berrg
affered and the groups will remain small. For the
Mugust 12-15 wap there 1s one space avalable, and there
is still space on the August 26-29 trip. The cost is

C$255.00 and includes oot omly the puded tour and gear

but all your meals and hotel lodging for Thursday night.
See Lisa Boose at the next meenag for sygm-up and

details or call ker ar 2487631 2617
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Activities Calendar

July 6—Genetal Membership Mecting
Colony Ial], Southficld
July 9-11—Rawdenake Provincial Park
Milran, Ontane
Laura Albin, 81(}/223-8283 Some previously unpublished photos....
July 16-18—Whitcwater Rafting
Lower New River, W, Virpiria
Lisa Boose, 248 /681-3617
July 22-25—Sea Kayak Symposium
Grard Marais, Michigan
Matt Edaleon. 248 £ 360-1611
July 24-25--9" Annual Fossil TTunt
Arkona, Canada
Jite Gilfin, 7347513 Y460
July 28 Trip Planning Seminar
Benchmark, larmingron
Harrve Price, 2487477 /547
August 3—General Membership Meeung
Colony Hall, Southbield
August 6-8—Leadership and Team Building
TBA
Harre Price, 24074777547
August 6-8—Rattesnake Provincial Park
Miltan, Ontatio
Jim Gilfe, 734/513-0460
Angust 12-15—Guided Sca Kayak Tap
Grand lsland Rece, Awea
1isa Boose, 248/381-3G17
August 14-16~-10" De France Canve Quting
Au Sable River
Lautra Albin, 810/22¢-8233
August 20-22—Hiking ,"Biking/ Beach/ Winery
l.zelenau Peninsula
Karen Bares, 810/323-1436
August 26-29—Guided Sea Kayak Trip
Grand [sland Rec. Area
Ilisa Boose, 248/ 681-36G17

— e e A s e s g Py P g Py Pp g P, B P Py Pap P S Pop s P M P e P P Py P

Do you have any trip ideas for the clab

bui don't know how to get started? Contact
Leslic Cordova, Activiues Director, at 248/ 547-5620.
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STEERING COMMITTERE

President Doug Lanyk
Vice President Katcn Bates
Secretary Ted Huff
Teeasuret John Moffat
Activibdes Leslie Cordova
Membership Mary Price
Equipment Rick Mercyman
By-laws Laura Albin
Education Hacry Price
Publication Amy Barber
Histarian John Fedyk
Programs Juli Penrod
Public Relations  Mike Banks
AT LARGE

Steve Gardner Al Fylak

Cindy Harrison-Felix
Joan & Beb Westbrook
Joan Ryan

Pep Campbell

I.zrq‘ Martin
Mo DeFrance
Bilk Halvingis

" vees u
‘The SULAR CLUB is a2 non-profit otganzation
of people interested in promoting appreciation
of outdoor activities throngh education and
practical experience. The club offers
educationzl programs and vatious actvities
which are listed ingside. We sponsor trips as
well as informal gatherings to provide the
exchange of expertise, experiences, and
information, All of these contribute to
fellowship among the membership. SOLAR
Club activities will enhance and further the
skills and information taught in the basic and
more advanced classes through active
patticipation,
.0 @0 ‘
For morc information about SOLAR:
SOLAR CILUB HOTLAINEK
24-hour Voice Mait (248)938-0658
or http://mem¥ers tripod com/~-selarclubl

SOLAR RAY

MR

About The Ra
The Bty is a iowbly prublicadon of die SOLAR club and s

provided ‘rec of charge 16 the current dues-paic. members.
Deadline or The R<4Y 15 12 days after the general treedny foc
he {ullowing monta’s edition. Cantnbuticns in the foror of
upcoming events, commients, Inp reports, weipes, photos, and
viginal aauddes ace weleome, Seod bt conmbudons w Anyy
Barber, SOLAR Editar, 5921 Lakevicw Blvd., #3311,
Weotland, M| 48185, 734 /5954599 or

amykayRaz hotmail com

Mecring Locadon

Merrngs are beld on the first Tuesday of the month ae the

Colony Hall, Jocated at 2178) Evergreen Rd., berween 8 and ¢

Mile Roads in Soutafield at 7:30 PAM. Viaitore ¢can attend

meetings for free. Menbxership dues are:
$30 individual, annually
$15¢ individual, lifetime
£45 amily, apnualke
$225 tanuly, litetirme

SOLAR CLUB
P.O. Box 2438 v
Southficld, M1 48037

GENE & LESLIE CORDOVA

14520 BORGMAN
OAK PARK. M) 48237

The School Of Outdoor leadership, Adventure & Recreation
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