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What is that white, fluffy stuff? No, it"s not feathers or flour or foam insulaton ... [f's

snow!!

Join us Feb. 11-13, 2600 as we head over to Blue Mountain Rescrt in Colingwood,
Onario. Lhave reserved (wo G-person condos fos thar waeekend. 1t's about 2 $-hour drive
from Detrcit. The mosntains are highet, the rans, well...you'll just have to see for
yowrselves. There is crass-country skung in the area as well with gorgeous niews of
Georglan Bay. The cost of the tip 1s §¥5 (mintmum ot 1U people). 1t we get 11 people
sigred vp and paid for, I will provide both breakfases and also dinner Saturday night.
Lunches, munchices, transportation and lift tickets are on your nwn.

You rught also do some mner rubing, enjoy 2 hot tub, sauna, snowball fights, and itis
rumaored thatr 2 massense is on staff.. Contact Jannie Kaostishak at 734-30R.5315 far mare

info or see her at the monrily meedng,

80LIDRY PRRTY

After the December General Mcoting,
SOLAR will be providing subs and soda
to kick off the holiday season and a D] to
hoagie out the year, contury, millenninm!

Please bring a dish ta pass from one of
the folowing categories: Appetizers,
Etknic dish, or Desserts. There will be
a random drawing within each category
for a prizel Come out and have 2 guod
tme!
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Enten e Poto Contest!

The January program 1a the annual
photo contest. There are several
categories, which will be anaounced at the
December mecting. All photos submitted
must be at least 5 1 7 and matted. Pick up
a flier a1 the meeting for more details.
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Skaiog. . v 1,24 Actinties Calendar,....... 4
Dagsledding.. o003 Caving. ... 5
Whitewater Raft‘ing. O Add-ess (:hmges ,,,,,,,,, 6
Trip Reviews........... . 7

Note: (ollector’s Edition.......The Lasi Issuc of THE SDLAR RAY in this century!
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foml 1ok garuhiings .

The VASA O“::::-r

It is thzt time cf year again for the granddzddy of cross-country ski events. This year Vasa
will be helc on Saturday, January 15th. If you always wanted to be cheerec by crowds of
people, Vasa is the rip for you, Every vear hundreds of skiers flock to Traverse Cuy w
compete in this event. As usnsl, SOLAR will be staying at the Days [nn 12 I'raverse City. 1
have reserved three suites, complete with kitchencttes. Fach room sleeps ‘our people and
the cost 1s only $70.00 per person for the weekend. This mncludes breakfast at the hoted
restaurant on Saturday and Sunday.

For those of you who wish to zet an carly start on Friday, I plan on meeting at J.3 Crisine
-Imicallocated on 229 14 Front St.:n Traverse City sometime around 6:30 P.M. for dinner.

Race fees are an additional cost and you will he responsible for registering with Vasa.

1 will have entty forms ar the next SOLAR meeting. Listed below are the race fees
and distauces:

12-km fun tace: $25.00

27-lan Classic/ Freestyle: $45.00

50-km Classic/ Freestyle: $45.00

This is 2 fn event tha- T think evervane should expetience at leas- once. 1f vou woulc like

mate information, you can cal Jeff Zabel at (10778 1675 or check Vasa's website at
http:/ /www.vasa.org.

Clinic at REI
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8™ at 7pm, REI in Northville

X-C SKIING IN MICHIGAN

Whether you already have your skis or just have the itch, the
question remains, where do we go? Join veteran skier Mary Dunn
_as she shares some of the best local & regional locations to ski.

o —tmt e
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Jamaary 21-23, 2000 or I'ebruary 18-20, 2000

"The People used 1o e sausfied with a sharen=d wbogygan, a slick Lill, and a gocd
push. Now they must have dige.  Due to the demand, 2 second dogsledding trip kas been
arrznged for January. Both trips involve two days of dogsleddirg ir South River,
Ontario, just west of Algonquin Provincial Park. This is 2 luxuty tep as far as dog-
sledding trips go. Included with your team of dogs and sled gear are all your meals on the
trail and heated tents in camp. Also included is lodging for Friday nightin the Algonquin
Motel. Each team ts made up of two peosle and six dogs. You wall be expected to care
for your own team while on the trail and help with camp chores at night.

The cast of this cxciting weekend is rmly £320.00 (Caradian—rthe exchsmgt: tate 18
excellent). For those of you wha have signed up, please pav the balance of yoar trp
ASAP. For more details or to sign up for this tnp, call Karen Bates at 810-323-1346 or

scc me at the SOLAR meetings.

11’5 mever oo so0m o be planwing jonr spring veairon, Here i a recommended way io spend Mennrial
Dy Weekerd, 2000...

WHITE WATER RAFTI7E IN WEST VIRGINIA, May 26-29,0

Raft on the New River, adult style or family style. This is a tap similar t3 those run by Jim Gils

i 1995 and 1998, Again we will retumn (o the AL E. Adventure Center in Oiak Hill, W.Va. where
they have a great safrty rerord, some of the hest prirdes aronnd and gond fond! There are rwa mip
options and multiple lodging options.

Ttip #1: For acdults (includes ages 14 and up). Whitewater raftiog ail day on the Lower New River.
Instruction will be provided for those new to the snort. This is the adventurous trip that SOLAR
usvally sponsars  Cost is $135/person, which includes 3 meals for that day.

Trip #2: For kids [6 and older), theur parents, and anyone wantung a more relaning trip. Rart clzss
1-2 rapids on the Upper New Rive; this may include floating along lazily in the aver. You wall jorn
the other group laters for dinoer.  Also avalable are “duckics,” which are small inflated kayaks. Cost
is $125/person (17 and up) and $70 for ages 6-16, and also includes 3 meals that day.

Group camping is available a- ACF. $30 /adult and $15 for kids (age 16 or Iess} “or taree nights.
Please note: The standard 1rip includes rafting and three meals the day of raftiag. [f you act
quickly you can ¢choose other Jodging options!!

Option #1: Call ACE now and reserve you LAKE VIEW CABIN. Houses four peopte for about
$90/person for three nights. Features include central heat and air, 2 queen beds, a small
refrigerator, and a WHIRLPOOL/HOT TUB,

Option #2: Resarve your CABTN TENT naw! These deluxe “safari-style™ cahin tents are a
popular camping option. A permanent roof and deck keeps you high and dry. T'wo people will
pay about $60 per person for 3 nights,

So choose a trip and choose your lodging, unless you prefer to camp. We wil: have a bonfire and
play around (1t the area dunng the day. Al ratting w:ll be on Sunday and will be 8s a group.

A deposit of $2¢ per person, NON-REFUNDABLE, is due by the February 2000 SOLAR

megting.  YOU MUST BE A SOLAR MEMBER TO GO! Please contact Jim (nltix if you have
any questions at 734-513-9460.

The Schoo! of Qutdoor Leadership, Adveninre & Recreation 3
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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

Jam 2123 —Dopdedding
D¢, T—General Memberyiip Mecting/Christnias Party Algonyuin, Onaro
Colowy Hall, Southfickd Karen Balcs B10/323-1346

Doug Lanyk, 248/634-4551

Dee.3—Enjoying Michigan Winlers Clas
Renchmark, Farminglon
Doug {.anyc, 248/634-4551

Dee. 10-12—Winter Wilderness First Ald Ulas
Harry Price, 248477-7547

Jan, +—General Membership Meetiog
Colony Hall, Southbeid
Doug Lanyk, 24346344551

Jam 512,09, 26—Expyiug Miciigae Winters Class
RenCymark, Farmingion

Doug Lanyk, 2486344551

Jan. 14-16—Vusa X-Connrry Sk Hace
Traverse Ciry
JefF Zabel AT0/TT8-1670

Jap. 15-16—Michigan Winters Practical
Waici ko Recreation Arca

lag. 22-23--1c¢e Climbing
Sault Saunbe Mane
Juli Penrod, 248/$89-2629

dan 28-30—~Crawiatme-Cxving Trip
Ulive 1T, Xennueky
Lestic Cordova, 248/547-5626

Feb. L-=Gepernl Membersiip Mreting
Colomy Hall, Suvullsfachl
Dotig Lanyk, 248:634-4551

Feb. 56—Mickigan Winters Practical [l
Figeun Rever State Monest
Doug anyk, 2486344551

Feb. 18-28—Doguedding
Algooquia, Cwtano
Karen Bates, 810.323-1346

Feb. 28-2 7. Wilderwea State Purk
David § veriter, 734/451-D6602

Doug Lanyk, 243/634-4551
Mareh 11-12 Winter Magntainceriag Course
Adiroracks

. Juli Pearod, 248/589-2629

Wilderness State Fark February 25-27, 2000

This is an annual trip by SOLAR that | think everyone should enjoy. That's why I decided to
reserve two cabins this year so more SOLARites can discover Wilderness Staie Park and the
surrounding area. This trip is mostly intended for cross-country skiing and snowshoeing (there
are 18+ miles of trails), but there are other options.

Mike Banks will be leading a group of peasle X-C skiing on the North Country Trad. Then we
have a Mini Animal Iracking chinic Saturilay muning by Lester Mok, There arc a fow local
downhill ski areas that some pecple are definitely looking forward to skiing. [ petsonally am
planning to go to Tahquamenon Falls for the day to ski or snowshoe. [oug Lanyk, our Prez., will
be offering some cooking 1ips Sat. aflernoon--he is an eacellerd and creative cook.

] even feel presty confident that if you want to laze around the cabin all day, you won't be alone.
The cabins arc close 1o downtown Mackinac City if you feel the aeed to shop or have someone
serve your meals. And as a SOLAR tradition we will be having a pothick dinner Sat. evening
with way tco much food. After dinner we will have a star-gazing walk with Tommie Takano.
Don't forget 1 bring your Euchrc cards. AlS that for just $15. The trip is limited to the fiest 48
who pay so sign up soon! Any questions-—-call David Foerster at (734} 453-0692 gr e-mail me at
DBFoersteri@aok.cem of see me at the SOLAR meeting.

ATIENTION! Thers ore only foor ;ius of *hy millennial isswe Jaft} SAYOR THEMI!
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19" dAnnual Carfer Caves Crawi-a-fhon

Olve Hiil, Kentucky
January 28-30, 2000
wrirrKid Friendlyt =+

Aserage Trared Time: 7 houra
Lodgme: Fleven rooms reserved at Carter Caves Staie Park lodge
Space 13 Linited,
I odomp Car: $50 per person for two mights (payable to SOLAR)
Caving Cort: $15 for two days {pavable o Carrer Caves Sate Park)
This foe incluces guided caving aad a t shart,

This annual caving event is designed -o include all skill levels, including children. Cave
options range from walking tours to vertical caving, 1 you sign up for the traip, you wil
receive a form to sign up for as many caves as you would like. Respond quickly to reserve a
spot on the tours you want.

You must be in gnod physical condition to participate in Level 3and 4 caves. Some caving
may inctude prelonged crawling through small, constricted passages and snme may contain
water. Equipment needed includes old coverals or loose clothing no sweatshirts or
sweatpants), knee and elbow pads, ploves, boots that cover the ankle, three sources ofight
{ce mounted on the hard hat—duct tape and a flashhighe work}, and spare batterics, A
hardhat is required which SOLAR can arovide with a §25 deposit.

In addition to caving, there are beaudful srails to explore. The park is also known for its
natural arches. You can opt tor caving or hikang or both!

For more information, contact Leslie Cordova at 248-547-5626.

SCLADL LEADERSHIP

Recendy, Employee Appreciztior. Awards were presented at die local RED in Nerthelle.
Out of aver 50 employees, only four were chosen as deserving of this honor. It 1s worth
noting that out of taesc four, three weze SOLAR metnbets! REDs store manager, Kely
Vote, stated “REI is proud to have staff members wath a lngh level ot expertise and valuable
local connections resulting from their participation in the SOLAR Club. RE grearly
benefits from its assoctaton with the SOLAR Club, and we reslly value this association.”
Qur congratuladons to SOLAR members Mike Banks, Dave Foerster and Jonnie
Kastishak for their fine work and great represcatation of nur club!

Inkerested in becoming @ member?

SOLAR Club acivites are open to SOLAR Clus members only. But it's easy to jon! Fot
more ir.formation, call Mary Price at 248.477-7547. {See also tae back page for membership
ratcs and more club info)

Just @ revminder! Thie 18 the Millennioaol Jsszsuc!
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OF ELK AND THINGS . ..

Six eager SOLARITES ventured info the Pigzon River State Ferest Dctober 9th and 10th, mostly in sezuch
of ck {also known as Wapiti). Mot of us actually arrived in the dark on Friday night, while our intrepid
leader, Matt Dalten, amived early Ssturday moming and ot breakfast for our group. We Fad wonderful
weather—wam, nearly clondless days ard cool, crisp nights--excellont for hiking und sleeping,
respectively. . although there were a few peoole who 2lso slepta bit during the day on Sunday. {Who's got
those “open-mouth”™ piclures?)

We drove around dirt trails in two four-wheelers. No one got stuck. Our “Indian Guide™, also known as
Tom. spoited animat tracks even from a moving truck! Wt were practically lwpping with cxcitanent,
fincing tracks of many animals in the dirt roadways. Even animal scat perked up our nterest, thinking that
the elusive EIk were near. Alas, the only elk we saw was at the Ranger Station hanging from the ceiling.

Pan way through the trip, we decidad to rename it the SOLAR Color Tour, md that it was. The trees were
absolutely gorgeous. We found graves of aspen, for those whe wanted to pretend we ware in Culerado,
and there were sume hills te hike. We cid see deer. various wild geme birds, and lots of people in
camouflage ciothing carrying rifles. Luckily, we had someone with us who knew how to talk to these
peuple, but they still couldn't find us any clk.

We had hotrs of hiking fin, without 35-pound packs, which made it even more am. We kamed a lot about
cach other, hike who haa a posier of Bulfy the Vampire Slayer tn scare off prospective datzs, who i3 the reat
Spider Woman, who to see about a kayak, and what vegetasians really eat. We shared stories about the
Northern Lights, looked at stars, spoke of other funt SOLAR trips, and played “who's becu in SOLAR the
lengest™

Despile the lack of live Elk, we enjoyed oursclves theroughly, have plenty of rolls of photns of the fall
colors, and plan to refurn next year.

Yiur elk correspondents, Karm & Mike Msnnehach

"Notes from Juli Penrod...

Had “‘rﬁm aflaberzmﬁ Nebai meeting ycsfx;rday, space is limited, o
fce Chimbing in Saulte Ste. Marie is Janvary 22-23. Cost is roughly $200,
which inclides room. : , _

Peak Expuriences. ‘Winter Mountaineering Course. with Aipine Adventures
March 11-12 in the Adironduchs. Cost $279'parson plus meommodations.

My phunc #'us. 248-5892629 E-mﬂi address s juli@m eliaone.net.

OH Nol ‘The lust page of the Millennial Issue 15 pextllll And you just finished the page
with the last bit of meaningful content for the SOLAR Club of the 20" contury, Brace
}'Ourself—think Winter Survival Class—and vou, toc, can make it. May the next midennium

bring more awesome SOLAR times, wonderful fnendships (and Jover?) Jand. . SNOW!
Now, turn the page. ..(so what if you already saw it—just get cacited about &, ok

The School of Outdoor Leadership, Adventure & Kecreation 7
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%‘sﬂeﬂe We COME.... 2000 %‘

STEERING COMMITTEE About The Rav

The Kay isa monthly publication of the SOLAR club
President Doog Lanyk and is provided free of charge 1o (he currert dues-paid
Vice Preaidem Karem Bates members. Deadlime for the Ray is 12 days after the
Secretary Ted Hufl genenl meeting (o (he teliow ng month's edition.
Treaswrer Juhm Muffal Contributiona in the form of upooming cvents,
Activities Leslie Cordova mments trip repons, recipes, photes, end otiginal
Membership Mary Friee articlss are welamme. Sl ol Gomtributiaons b Amy
Equipment Rick Merryman Fedyl, I614A Fairview, Roval Oak, M1 48073,
By-laws Laurs Albis honctt 248-335-2454). Nend ¢-mazi. to
Edmcation Harry Price amykay86rhounail com.
Publleation Amy Barber
porrias gaan Beiyk Mccting Location
Programs Joti Pearod Mecti )

: Meelings are held on the first Tuesday ofthe

Fublie Relations Mike Banba month at the Colony Hal, Iocated at 21750

Evergreen Rd., between 8§ and 9 Mile Roads in
AT LARGE Southfield at 7:30 PM. Visitors can attend
Steve Garduer Mo DeFrance meetings for free. Membership dues are:
Al Fylak Joan Ryas $30 ndividua,, anrually
Cindy Harrison-Felix Bl Halvingis S150 individual, lifetime
Larry Martio Prz Campindl $45 family, arnually
Joan & Bob Westbrook Mike Banks $225 family, hfetime

The SOLAR CLUB is & non-profit
organization of people interested in
promaoting appreciation of outdoor activities

through education and practical experience. _

The club offers educational programs and -y $ .
various activities which are listed inside. E*Et )_. é
We sponsor trips as well as mformal SOIAR CLIR i
gatherings to provide the exchange of P.O. Box 2438

expartise, expericnecs and information All Suuthfichl, M1 48037

of these contribute 19 fellowship among the

membership. SOLAR Club activities wilt

cnhance and further the skills and

tafermation taught 11 the basic and more

advanced classes through active

pariicipation. GENE & LESLIE CORDOVA
RGMAN
For more information abouat SOLAR: gﬁ%ﬁx M! 48137

SOLAR CLUB HOTLINE
24-hour Vdice Mai] 248/988.6658
or hitp://menbers. hpad. com/~solarclubi
or call Dowg Lanyk @248/634-4551
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