SEPTEMBER PROGRAM
SOLAR Adventures in Alaska!

[n Junc, 1998, seven SULARItes, Mike
and Cindy Felit, Gene and Lestie
Cordova, Susar Gaydrs, David
Foersier andLaura Aidin jourmeyed 1o
“the land of the miduight sun” for a
"SOLAR-style" adventure. Come and
sec Cindy's slide show and hear storics
about bickpacking in Denali National
Park, sea-kayaking in Prirce William
Sound, and ice climbing in Wrungel - St.
Elias Nacional Park,

REMINDER!

DOG SLEDDING time is gettingnearer!
Whata way tacndthe ycarin Algonquin
Park, Canada' This trip will be between
Christmas and Lthe New Year. This 8 a
4.day, 3 night event. The cost is $550
Canadian, bot if 1) or more sigo up, we
get 2 20% discount!! Don1 forget the
favarable exchunge mte. This price
includes everything except your pecsonal
belangings, and inclodes 1odging in
heated tents. Only a few openings are
lefl, so you should sign up now. For
1asc inforuivo on Ui bip, call Kaici

Bates on (81)) 986-4147.

TIP OF THE MONTH

- by Tom Poster

Remember that teat manufacturers stale
Uuat ugren. i sbou Il e b used noar
the tent, due to flammabilily of the 2ot
material. Cooking in (ent vestibules in
inclement weather iscommuon, although
extreme caution should be used (don't
forgst ventilation!}. Alse remember
that cooking odors may get imbedded
o (he ent fatwic, making your tent a
‘dinnes” tor rodents, raccoons, and
perhapsevenhears! Think, and he aware
of your options when cooking near (Cnts.

LEE
BUTTERFLIES AND BIRDS

For a few special days earh autumn, Point \

POINTP

Pzlee becomes a magical kingdom for
migrating monarch butterflics and winged
creatures hezding south. The sky fills wih
hasks, b.uejays and birds of every sort.

Witness the mystery of migration with naluralist
Jonathan Sclicchler who will lead this excursion along the
park's board walk and cut to the paint, which is Canada's southernmost

location. This is a non-SQLAR event, held by g SOLAR member,

Just 90 mirutes from West Bloomfield. There is
limited enrollment.

Dale: Sarmrday Sepiember 12th

Time: 8:30AM

Contact: Jim Gilfix on (24R%) 513-346()
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Beginning Backpacking Class

Don't forget the Beginning Backpacking
class staring on Wednesday Seplember 2nd
for five conscoutive wecks, all on
Wednesday nights. Classeswill

begin at 5:45PM and
conclude at 8:45PM.

Classes are h2ld at the
Benchmark, located
on Grand River
between Orchard
F.ake Rd., and
Farmington Rd. in
Farmington.

The cost is $75

which includes two
practicals (camping

tripg), and all eourse
matenals. You willlearn
about equipment,
clothing, tents, sleepingbags,
bocts, packs, compass, stoves, and
trip planning.

This is a great class to meet fellow
SOLARItes, share experiences, and lcarn
backpacking the "RIGHT WAY"!

This class is alsu a pre-requisite for some
SOLAR classcs, so sign up now!

The first practical will be on Sawurday &

Sunday September 26th-27th at the
Pinckney State Recreaton Area, and the
second practical is Friday through
Sunday October 9th-11th at the
Pictured Rocks National

Lakeshore,

You MUST be a
SCLAR member to
attend this class. See
the lastpage of this
newsletter  for
detatls on how to
become a member

Minimum
Requirements for
Class Certificate:

You Must:

1) Complete 100% of the
first practical trip AND
participate in the group trip
planning for the second practical tnp;

-OR -

2) Complete at leat one full day of the first
practical trip andattend the second practicai
trip.

For more inforimaton on Wis class, contact
Carol McCriric on (810} 229-5232 or
Cindy Felix on {734) 722-39%4



Details for Upcoming Activities

Natural Bridges State Park &
Red River Gorge

A three day weekend and $60 is just about all you
nced te cnjoy cabin lodging and cther activitics in
Kentucky's Natural Bridges Statc Park and Red
River Gorge. Let's doil en Labor Day weekend!

Chack-in is on Friday September 4 after 3 pm.
Check-out 1s by 11 am on Monday Septzmber 7.
Because the cabins are limited to 24 people, you
shouldsign up ASAP. 1t all foarcabins (24 people)
are filled, gucss what, the price drops o $50!

You will be responsibe for your own food. Perhaps
you can organizc a luau, a pot-luck, or an old
fashioned weenic-roast with you cabin (nends.

NOTE! Thisis g dry county If y ou wish to have

alcohol, bring it with you, or you will nccd to drive
abont 7 miles :a0 Walfe County to pnrchase it

If you have signed up, but ire unabhle 1o go, lct
Leslicknow ASAP, seshecunsellyour spot. There
1s a very big waiting list for this t(np. Il you ate not
surc if you are paid vp, contact Leslie,

Call Leslie Cordova on (248) 547-5626 for info.

This offer Isn't Available in
Stores or Catalogs...

Get the most recent SOLAR
t-shirt and bandana. There

are several sizes and colors
left.

The prices can't be beat!

T-shirts are only $10 and
bandanas are only $4

See Karen Bates at the
monthly SOLAR meeting.

4 X 4 Pigeon Rlver- Elk Photo Safari

Wanna get down and get dirty... well, a1 least your
4X4? 1If vou own a 4X4 and cojoy the outdoors,
viewing and photagraphing wildlife, then this trip is
for you! We will 1ake our 4X4's and get as many of
our friends into them, and go looking for Bull Elk.

Elk will be bulging and looking for appropriate mates
during this time of the ycar. They will not beeasy to
find, so we will have to "hunt’ tor them. We should
getplenty of opportunitics to photograph other animals
and some zreat scenery.

We will te car-camping, and wking several day-
hikes. We'll also be driving down primitive two-
tracks to remole ar2as of this State Forest. Bring your
camping eyuipment, cameras, lots o7 water, hiking
boots, rain gear, and a good attitudz. Stuff those
vchicles with the things you usually don't bring on
hackpack ips. Bring the BBQ. steak, salmon, and
your cooler. You don't have 10 carry anything on
youar back for this trip.

WORD OF CAUTION:

Thc off-road conditions are as it says. OFF-ROAD.
Somecne could pet stuck, or our 4X4s may gel a
scratch or :wo [rom the brush. We will becareful but
you should oulfit vourself with a lowstrap, winch, or
come-along, 1o pull yourself or a friend oat. We will
try to avoid anything (a0 scary. (What fun is that?-
editor.) Select non-4X4 trucks, and other vehicles
may be allowed on the trip. Call for details.

The ip will a lot of fun, and excitemenl.  Sign up
now, and invite a few SOLAR friends ta join yon

Dzte:
Place:
Time:
Cost:
See:

September 12 through 13, 199%
Pigeon River State Forcst
10AM

10

Matthew Dalton {248} 36(-1511

3



Details for Upcoming Activities

JORDAN RIVER PATHWAY

Joinme, Karen Bates, and fellow
SOLARiItes for a weekend hike
and carp. W will mect at the
Jordan River Trailhead on
Saturday October 17th at 8:00am
SHARP! We will take the 10 mile
trail to camp on Saturday, and Lhe
8 mile trail back to our cars on

Sunday.

The campground is about 50{)
yards from 4 road, where we can
spot a car for those of us thatdon't
really want (o carcy a foll
backpack., The campground is a
walk-ic. only camp, and parking
on the 1oad is very imited. [ will
be sctting up camp on Friday the
16th in the evening. If anyone
wonld like to join me Friday, or
drop off their gear early Seturday
before our 8AM mecting time,
fee. free.

There is a water pump and an
outhouse in the campground
(almosi like Club Med!). There
is no water available at the
trailhead, so be sure to bring
your own for the hike in.

The Jordan River Pathway is very
hilly and very beautiful The
colors at this ume of tke year
shouldbe spectacular! Bring your
camerss, remember the SOLAR
Photo Contest is io January. The
cost is $10 [or this event, wkich
includes camping and Sunday
breakfast.

Contact me for more info
(810) 9834147,

HARBOR SPRINGS BIKE TOUR

Joan Westbrook is coordinating a bike tour on the weekend of
September 25-2Tth.

The tour begins at the Petoskey KOA and loops near state forest land.
The tour continues along Lake Michigan and ends up at Harbor
Springs, 54 miles lawr.

If you don’t fec! that you can ride for this distance, there will be the
availability of shorter distatces. ‘There will also be SAG support for
these that may have to ‘bail cut’ or need assistance along the tour.

The tour will be on Saturday and you can expect o it to take 4-6 hours,
depending on your pace. Lunch will be yow awn responsibihity.

As far asequipmentnceded for the lour. you musl wear a bike belmet,
which is manditory. Water bottles, wiad shell clothing, energy bars,

and a sparc be is reccommended.
Therz will be nc need to carry camping gear or car spotlirg,

Camping islimited to one tent per site. The pool will beclosed, but
the showers will be availab.e.

Sunday options include:
* Biking the VASA Trail near Traverse City
* Visiting Mission Winery on the peninsula
» Mountuin Biking in Wilderness State Park
« ITarbor Springs Marina and shops
= Thornswif: Nature Preserve on M-119

‘I'he cost is $30 which includes SAG support and camping fecs.

Call Joan on (734) 513-8454, or see her at the monthly meeting for
more information and to sign up.

e ———

(70U DON'T HAVE TO WAIT FOR A SOLAR)

ACTIVITY TO HAVE FUNI PLAN YOUR OQWN
EVENT WITH FELLOW SOLARites. ORBETTER
YET... BE A COORDINATOR FOR A SOLAR
SPONSORED EVENT AND INVITE US ALL.
CONTACT LESLIE CORDCVA FOR DETAILS ON
HOW TO BE A SOLAR COORDINATOR ON
\(248) S47-5626 p

m

4



MORE DETAILS

TRIP REVIEW

AUTUMN INDIANA ADVENTURE

§im Gilfix is doing itagain! Firstin 1994, then again in
1996. It's the Gilfix "Coler tour, canoe Irip, bird
watching, picriving, comping, Shipshawanna, do-
everything ir indiana* evenl.

This event is at the Chain-O-Lakes Siate Part, located
northwest of Fort Wayne, Indiana. This is about a 3hour
drive [rom the Dietroit area.

‘There are mune (lcreonnected 1akes Nanked by wooded
hill sicles, Since thix it near peak colorseason, be sure to
bring your camera on the canoe (another plug... don't
forget the photo contest in January!- ed)). The cznoes
will be ented for 4-3 hours per day, so you will have
plenty of time (0 caplure some wildlife on film, such as
Bluc Herons, deer, mink. beaver, racoons, and various
song birds.

Thecampsites are madern, adding (o arclaxing weekend.
Day hikes are ondw agenda, Aoug wit pichicing. And
don'l forpel the tamous SOLAR peot-luck dinner on
Saturctay might. 1f you wish 10 visit Shipshawannq or the
flea market, Jim recommends you do that on Friday.

Since this is 2 non-SOLAR event thecostis entirely up
to you, The campground chargeis$ 12 for two nights/per
site. You wiil pay thie directly to she campground when
you pet there. Cabing canalsobe rented inthe park, Call
the park directly for current charges, and 10 rescrye One.
The pauk's mnnter is (219) 636-2654,

Canoeing requires a $20 deposit and has a fee of $2.5(v
hour. Al Cluarges wie paid diectly w0 the pack,

Thcatteadees at the last two trips were impressed by the
pleturesyue walerway, and 5o you will oo!

This trip is for all levels of canoers, including kids.
The dales are:  October 16-18

Cost: v Camping tccs

v canoe rental
Y the rest is up to you.

Contact Jim Gilfix atthe September SOLAR meeting cr
call him on (248) 513-9460.

FOSSIL HUNT "ROCKS"!

- by Jim Gilfix
July 26, Arkona, Ontaric

SOLAR once again went into Canada te go fossil
hunting. This year 24 kids and 19 adults were there.

——

Marcelfo and Erica come to the earth in peace!

We had a grea: time hiking and finding fossils. The
walerlevel was very low, making finding the treasuces
from the past easy to find. We found many
brechiopods and horn coral. Even though the water
level was very low. even at the 35" waterfall, i1 was
sill very cold! Many new SOLARites were
presentas wellas longtime members. Toobac Susan
couldn't gu; even Lhe “very pregriant one” was there.
Thanks to one ard all for helping make this the
biggest and best year so far. C-ya'all next year!
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- Tom FPoster

. Morster's Favorite Cookiel

/ %@?{ 2 cups butter

4 cups flour

Z top bakirg scda

2 cupe sugar

S cups blended oazmeal

24 oz chocolate chips

Z cups brown sugsr

1tsp salt

1 ber & oz Hershey Chocolate Bar
(grated)

4 lg eqq%

2 tep baking pawder

3 caps chopped nuts (any type)

2 tep vanilla

Measure aatmeal and blend in a
blender to a fine powder. Cream
butter and both sigars. Add egas
ana vanilla; mix with {luur, patmeal,
salt, haking powder. and baking soda
Add chocolate chips, Hershey Bar ard
nuts. Roll inte bals and place two
Inches apaL on a wotkic sheet,

Bake far t.en minutes at 375 degrees.
Maces 112 cookies.
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| THE SOLAR RAY |

About THE SOLAR RAY

THE SOLAR RAY is 4 montily publiciuion of die SOLAR Club and is
provided frce of Charge tocurrent does-paid members, Contributions in the
form of comments, trip repors, recipes, photos and original articles are
welcome. The deadline for ngxt editicn of 7HE SOLAR RAY is 12 days
afler the moathly general membership mectng. Send all contributions 15
Tom Poster, SOLAR RAY editor, 24855 Woodridge Dr. Apt #2083,
Farmington Hills, MI 45335 - (248) 478 3369

Meeting Location

The purpose of the SOLAK Clubis to promote and advance interest
inthe outdoors, through information, educastion,and paricipation.
Meelings are held on the first Tuesday of the month al Lhe Colony
Hall, Lwated al 21780 Evergreen Rd,, between 8 and 9 Mie roads in
Southfield, at 7.30 PM. Membership dues are:

%) individual, annuaily
$150 for individnal lifetme
545 annually for a family
$225 lifetime for a family

For more information sbout SOLAR, call:
SCOH. AR CITIBHOTLINE
24-hour Vaice Mail (248) 988-6653
Or visit us on the wek:
htip: / fmembers lripod.com/ ~solarclub1

SOLARCLUB
P.O. Box 2438
Southfield, Ml 48037

STEERTNG COMMITTEE

Prasident...................Doug Lanyk 248 634-4551
Vice Presidant ...........John Fedyk 248 541-0499
Secretary ...........oive . Nancy Day 248 641-5B€3
Treasumr.........ccovun. Linda Burke 248 471-S185
Activities ...............Leslle Cordova 248 547-5626
Memberghip ................Mary Price 248 477-7547
Equipment ...............Pam Bauerle 248 546-2633
By-Laws ... Laura Albin 810 229-8283
Education .................. Harry Price 248 477-7547
SOLARRAY ....ocvveenns Tom Pocter 248 478 30695
Historian .... .................Pete Lamb 248 §44-5831
Programs .......c..oveer- Karen Bates 010 933-4147
Public Relations ......... Mike Banks 248 926-8923%

At Larga

Steve Gardner 253 835-£438

Vike Banks —— 248 926-6939
C.ndy Harrison-Felix —313 722-3994

Joan Waestbrook 313 513-8454
Joan Ryan 810 57-DIVE1
Al Fylak 852-7514
Larry Martin 213 591-3B56

Mo DeFrance 810 229-8282

Bukl Weslbiouk 734 513-8454
Bill Halvangis 810 668-1911
Pag Campbell 248 344-1260

SCHOOL OF OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP ADVENTURE, AND RECREATION




