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As the Holidays
approach...

I den't mcan te rush the
holiday scason, but... next
menth is tke annual SOLAR
holiday party! YES,
Alrcady! There is f[un o le
had by all whao attend the
December monthly meeting.
There will be food, music,
dancing, pames (with
fabulous prizes), and of
coursc the creative cookic
contest. Remember last year
when the chocolate chap
cockie campground beat my
sugar cookic quinsy by onc
vot2? Mark your calendars
for Tucsday, December 1st!
If you would like w0 lend a
hand, contact me, Karen
Bates at the next SOLAR
meeling.

A New look for
the SOLAR RAY

You probanly realized the
SOLAR RAY has a new
look! Starting this menth,
you wil 50¢ a more
appealing look and soon,
more graphics.

Your contributions of
articles, notes, and Lips are
weleome. Contacl the editor
for details, at his new phone
number shown on page 8.

prescntation on Birds of Prey. Mr. Rodgers is a member of the
Wildlife Recovery Association. Through the help of volunieers and
donations, the association cares for and rehabilitates injured and
ahandoned raptors. Mr. Rodgers spends the spring through the fall
on back-country trips stedying birds of prey, ard the winter months
educating people on these amazing creatures. In 1997, Wiidlife
Recovery cared for 35 raptors and 9 othzr species. A few of those
were: Red-tailed Hawks, Cooper’s Hawk, Greal Horned Owl,
Connaon Loon, Great Blue Heron, Marlin, Osprey, Castem Screech

Ol and others

Plan 10 stay after the November meeting for a slide presentaticn, and
learn mcre about the birds of prey. We will also geva chance to
meet some of Mr. Rodgers’ ravelling companions... Live Raptors!
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Previews of Coming Attractions

Enjoying Michigan Winters

Locking lorward to wintcr in the Great Lake
State is a popular thing to do. If you find
yourself decading the long nights and the toc-
cold days, perhaps you should 100k into
Enjoying Michigan Winters class (EMWC).
W wili brighten your aititude!

Sking, skating, siedding, snow-stoeing,
photogtaphy, tracking, quiet solitude, ice-scapes,
ice climbing, Northern Lights, dog sledding,
fishing, and sharing heot cider around the
campfize are only some of the reasons to get
cutside during the short days of the year.

Its quite easy to stay warm, dry, and
comfortable, even in sub-zero weather. You just
need 10 know how. EMWC is the class to get
you oul and having fun.

The class will cover: methods to keep warm.
what and how to eal, how to change your
metabolism, winter camping skills and
gquipment, personal lecomotion for skiing and
snow-shoeing, basic safety in winter, building
your ¢confidence 1n the outdoors, sled
corstruction, and much more,

The class consists of five wednesday classes and
iwo overnight practical exams. Opticnal, but
recommended, will be the Basic Cross-Country
Skiing class, and a Sled Building scmnar. Basic
Backpuacking is reguisite.

It's time to get cutside, and put away the bug
dope.

Think Snow!

Classes are on December 9, January .3, 20, 27,
and February 3. ‘'Lhe practical weekends are on
Janvary 23-24 and Fcbruary 6-7.

Sign up al the monthly mecting, or call Doug
Lanyk to reserve you spot, and for information,
Ris number is (243) 634-4551.

Farmington Hills Road Rally

1t’s tkat time of year, again. Cool days, fulling
leaves, and... a Reac Rally!

The rally will be in the Farmington/Farmington
Hills arey, and will be bald on Saturday
November 7th. Check-in 15 at 5:00pm and the
hunt starts promptly at 5:30pm. The start of the
rally will be at the Farmington High School cast
parking lot, located vn Shiawassee Rd., just wesl
of Orchard Lake Rd.

The costis $5 per person, minimum of $2¢ per
¢ar, which includes snacks afterwards, Prizes
will also be awurded.

This is a non-SOLAR event, so anyone can join
in on the fun.

For information and ta sign up, call Jeif Zabel on
(810 778-1676 or (248) 304-8287,

Capuchin Soup Kitchen Food
Drive and Volunteer Request

Here's an opporwnity to voluateer your ume 10
help the less fortunate curing the holiday season.

Ahout 10 volunteers are requested to belp at the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen this hcliday season.

Dutizs will inclode setting up tables acd chairs,
setting up the kitchen area, assisting serving the
food, and clzan-up.

The date is Friday, November 27th (day after
Thanksgiving) at meet at 2:30am,

SOLAR will alse being collecting canned and
packaged feod, and also money donations, at the
November general mecting.

If you feel moved (o give a belping hand this
Thanksgiving, call for morz into or to sign up.
Dehbie Wond can be reached on (313) 521-2891



More Previews of Coming Attractions

Nordhouse Dunes

This trap is always a favorite way to end the
camping and hiking scason (although many of us
enjoy Michigan winters by camping out year
‘round}. The rustic campsites at the Lake
Michigan State Recreation Area are open for a
fee of $7.00 par site (2 vehicles per site),

T'he water pump and pil toilets will be operating.
For the morc hardier souls, you can work on
your backcountry skills by backpacking into the
Nordhouse Dunes Wildemess Area, where
camping is (ree. You will have to carry in
water and practicz "leave no race” ethics, We
will be day hiking the tra‘ls in and amund the.
Nordhouse Dunes Wildemess Area by day, and
howling around the campfire by sight, weather
permiuing.

Be prepared for anything from Indian Summer to
a La Nifla winler!

This trip is free except for the above mentioned
camping fees. November 6-8 are the dates 10
pencil in for this ¢vent, You can pick up maps
from Linda Burke at the November megling or
call her on (248) 471-9185

Kensington Fall Hayride

Join us for a hayride with cidcr, snacks, and
good times at the Kensington Metropark. We
will meet at the Farm Center arca of the park
a1 5.0 PM on November 14 and will start with
4 bonfire, The hayride stars at 7:.00 PM,

The hayride will lust about an hour, and will be
followed by hot dogs, cider, and hot chocolate,

This hayride 15 hmited o adullg only, pleasc.
This is a non-SOLAR event, 50 you can invite
your fricnds, neighbors, cousins, ... anyone!

For morc information or o sign up, contact
Dcbbic Wood at the Octeber or November
meeting, or call her o (313) 521-2891,

Return of the Ethnic Dinners

- by Jim Gilifix

Fallis here, and it's time 1¢ go back to hosting
the SOLAR Erhnic Dimners. I1will be
sponsoring a chinese dinner atthe Gengis Khan
restaurant, at the nertheast entrance of the Laurel
Park Mall. The mall is located in Livonia at 6
Mile and Newberg, just east off of 1-275, at the
Six Mile Rd. exut.

[ know we have gone to mongolian-style
barhecue hefore, in Royal Ouk, bul this one is by
far the best!

There is plenty nf scanng, the pick-your-awn-
food bar, and the unique grill where they cook
your selections tight in front of you. Alsa they
have a gourmet appetizer bar, which has some
of the bzst chinsse food that I have found
anywhere,

The date is Tuesday, December 8th, righ afice
th¢ morthly SOLAR mecting,

Kids are welcome, toc.

Theiestaurant is all you-can-cat, so bring a large
appeatite

For more information, contact me on {734) 513-
9460, o- se¢c me atr the Novemnber or December
SOLAR mceting.

Horseback Riding - November
Christmas Caroling -December
Laser Tag -~ January

Get the details at the monthly
SOLAR Meeting.

£.3



Re-Runs of Recent Events

Feather Bowling
- by Fred Cohen

It was without a promise of participating, that
my wife, Judy, and myself ventured down (i the
Cadieux Cafe for a night of Feather Bowling.
Nancy (Day) made it clear that all spots had been
filed, but 1o "come down and have dinner with
SOLAR, and we'll sce what we can do..".
Knowing bow fricndly and receptive SOLARtes
have been ta me, T had pond vibes ahout the
evening.

As we stepped imo the Cafe, it scemed to ooze
of Belgian ethnicity. A tribule o Belgian
cyclisis was en onc wall. An old pendulum
clock adorned another wall, which I'm sure
hadn't run for quite some time,

Slowly, approximalely twenty-two 'ites nestled
dewn for some grub helere howling. French
frics came with atmost every meal. and thers
were thosz stainless steel bowls filled with
mussels. A multicude of beers graced the nieou.
Even though [ don't drink beer (according to Rill
Kotyeski, "You can always start!™}), the
Crechoslovakian beer sounded intriguing.

As the old clock steuck VILL it was time to hit
the lanes. My first impression was that the lanes
looked like some classy horse stall at (he State
Fair. Dirt/sawdust lancs, and pictures of Feather
Bowling champs on the wall, with their double
vowel names.

The game used wooden cheese wheels’ and
Janes with up-raised sides. Almost snake-like,
the wheels would slither down the lane from side
10 side, landing as close (o a feather at the far
end. Opponents would have to skillfully (or
luckily) manuever around the wheels on the lare,
or knock other ones out of contention,

Everanc got a chance to bowl thanks to Nancy.
Women scemed to have a natural skill for this.
Kaaren and Pauiaa (now having double vowcl
names) claimed innocence to sandbagging,

I metnew people and recognized fanilia Mees,
all which make me want 1o renew my SOTAR
membership again.

Monarch Butterfly Migration

- by Jim Gilfix

(n Sepember 12th, SOLAR went back to Point
Pelee:; Oniario, to ohserve the Mouarch
Butterfly Migration. We were hoping to find

thousands, but we saw 1wa.
1 " 4y,

Tt was a
heautiful
day as we
joined up
with
Jonathan
Schecter's
parks
group.
About 20
people
enjoyed
lislening
o
Jonathan
as we strol.ed zlong trails, the beach, and the
boardwalk arcas.

Ay and John showed us what happens whea
you tovch Touch-Me-Nots.

Ann Wilson, and ter three kics, Sean, [an, and
Dustin, cnjoyed the balloon animals, swords, and
hats, that I made [or ilewm. Qur picture was
supposzd to be in the Teamington newspaper the
following week, showing us muking the
balloons.

I'm glad I was able to drive with Pat and Linda,
as we took the long way kome. Whal a fun filled
day!

Ideas Wanted

We need your helf for activitics and classes for
the coming menths. Do you want to do
something such as a cross-country sk ouling?
Elow aboutice climbing? Submit your
suggestions to a Steering Commitiee member,
and while you're at it, how ahout organizing the
activity?



Photo Gallery

William Tell
was awimp...

~ Pricilia Danashows her

stuff at the \Geiary event
held in September

We're right
about here..
1 think.

Lisa Boose shows leatler
Toin Poster her skill at
orienteering during the
Bas(elBaekiacking
Practical atthe Pictured |
Rocks National Lakeshore |
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Activities Education

November November
Sun 1 Horseback Riding-Maybury Park
Ted Haff 248 352-9254

Fo-Sun 6-8  Nordhouse Dunes Camping
Linda Burke 248 471-9185

Sar7 Rcad Rally - Farmington Hills
Jeff Zabel 810 773-1676

Sat 14 Hayride - Kersington Metropark
Dcbbie Wood 313 521-2891

Fn 27 Capuchin Soup Kitchen-Detroit
Dchbic Wood 313 521-1676

December December
Sat Wed Dog Sledding Algonguin, ON Weil 9 Enjoying Michigar Winters
26-30 Karen Bates §10 983-4147 Dovg Lanyk



Koad Rally!
Farmington Hills area,
Sazurday Nov 7th,
Call Jeff for infe or
(810) 778-167¢
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SOLAR

The Scheol o Qutdoar Leadership, Adventure & Recreation

Steering Committee

EE AR EEEESEEESIEFEENEEEEEAREEEEREEER
The SCLAR CLUB ia & non-profit organization of people
interested in promoting appreciation of outdoor activities
through education and practical experience. The club
offers educational programs and various activilies which
are listed inside. We sponsor trips as well as informal
gatherings to provide the exchange of expertise,
sxperiences and information. All ¢f these contribute to
fellowship among the membership. SOLAR Club activities
wlll enhance and further the skills and information taught in
the basic and more advanced classes, through active
participalion.

President Doug Lanyk
Vice President John Fedyk
Secretary Nancy Day
Treasurer Linda Burke
Actvitiee Leglie Cordaova
Membership Mary Price
Publication Tom Poster
Equipment Pam Bauerfe
By-Laws Laura Albin
Education Harry Pr.ce
Historian Pete Lamb
Precgrame Karcn Bates
Public Reiations Mike Banks

THE SOLAR RAY editor
Tom Poster

2350 {sland View Drive
West Bloomfieild, Ml 48324
{248) 706-9363

SCLAR CLUB
P.O. Box 2438
Southtield, MI 43087

GINE & LESLIE CORDOVA
{4520 BORGMAN
OAK PARK Ml 48237

Sy RS < r s

The SOLAR RAY

THE SOLAR RAY s a monthly publicatlon cf
the SOLARClubandis provided freeof charge
lo cunenl merbers. Conbibutions such as
comments, trip reports, recipes, photos and
original articles areweicome. The deadline for
next edition of THE SOLAR RAY is 12 days
aflerihe monihly generalmembe ship mesting.

SOLAR meefing_s

Meetings are hzid on the first Tuesday of tho
mcnth at the Colony Falt, located at 21780
Evergreen d., between & and € Mile roads in
Southfield, at 7:30 PM. Visitors can attend
meetings for free. Membership dues are;

$30 individual, annually
$150 for individual lifelime

$45 znnually ror a ramily

$225 lifetime for a family

For more infermation about SOLAR, call:
SOLAR CLUB HOTLINE
24-hour Vaice Mail (248} 9886658
Or visit us on the web:
htip:/fmembers.'ripad.com/~soilarciub1

SOLAR... car camping... the two don't
usually go together, but here it does!

Come for a weekend of car camping, day
hiking, and of course the famous
SOLARsmorgasbord {spclied pot-luck)!
Join us on Friday, November 6th thru
Sunday the 8th. Nordhouse Dunes is

S

‘inda Burke at the monthly meeting
or call her on (248) 471-9185 for details.

Iocatedoutsnde of Musgon M:chaan,

SCHOOL OF OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP, ADVENTURE & RECREATION



