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BAT COUNT AND CAVING IN KENTUCKY

y popular demand we are

goIng caving again in

Norrheasr Kenroucky
March 13-15,

This caving
trip will be slightly
differenc (rom the rest zs we will
also be participating in a bat
count. While the bats a-e still
hibernating, we will quiecly slip
Lo A cave O Privale propercy
ard count them, NOTE: This is
the only sime of the year the
PfUPCrt)' owWner Will
al.ow anyone into his
cave,

The plan is to
drive down to Olive Hill, KY
Iuday (7-hour drive} and stay at
Carroll's Inn Motel, Sawurday
marning we will go 1o breakfast
at the infamous James Drive-In,

3:00.
This trip

involves prolonged crawling

{delicious food aw very low
prices), then go directly to some
caves. mosdy on
privarc
property, for
& - 8 hous of
CaVing, F.xpect maoreg Of‘t}]c same
01 Sunday, with a stop back ar
Jeres D:ive-In on the way home
for the bese milk shakes and
cobibiers you've ever tastied. We
should be heading
back to Detroit at

200 or

through small consiriceed
passages. some of which may
contain water. The rewards arc a
great physical challenge, and you

will probably see lots of barts, cave

crickets, and very interesting

[ornatiens. You must be ia good
physical candirian ta participate
in this activity.

Equipment needed: Old
overalls or any 1ype of loose
firticg clothing, knee and elbow
pads, gloves, beots that cover the
ankle, hard hat with chin strap
(SOLAR can provide), 3 sources
af light, onc of wh ch must be
mounted on you hard hat (due
tape waorks well), and extra
batteries.

The cost of the
erip is $65 which
wil! cover 2 days
of guided caving
and 2 nights lodging.
Need more informarion?

Contace Leslie Cordova at
248-547-5620.

’r you weren't at the February meeting, you missed another great program. Raven's talk
on the Appalachian Trails was extremely interesting and informative. Thank you, Karen,
for vour ditigent work as program chairman. You're doing an A-ONE job!
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NORTH MANITOU ISLAND BACKPACK MEMORIAL WEEKEND

orth Manitou Fsland is part
N of Skeeping Bear Sand

Dunes National Lakeshore.
The island has a wide variety of
natural beautr as well as an

interesting buman history, as
evidenced by the interesting placs

names and ruins returning te nakure,

scattered across the island. There are
15.000 acres o explere and hike
around. The -opograohy varies
considerably from low, sandy, open
d.1nes 1o rugged bluf’s.

There is an assortment of wildlife
on the island, induding deer,
taccoous Lhial will stad your food of
given the opporwenity, and the
piping plover, a shore-bird which is
on the endangered species list, BU'T
N BEARS!! Fishing, is permitted
on Lzke Manitou, with a valid
fishing license,

Be prepared for a rustic
backpacking experience, as you will
need to hang you food, purily your
drinking water, and bring a cook
stove as ‘ires are not permirtied in
the wilderness area. Oh, and by the
way, there are no outhouses.

Cest of the trip is $20 which will
aover the {ery ride over to the
island. The park service has suanwed
ta charge for camping this year. The
cost will be §5 per night per site, as
well as a $7 vehizle fec. You will be
respensible for this cost, as i is
NOT included in the $20 for the
ferry. The pack ranger will collect
this noney from you oo the island.
You nay choace ro mke the ferry
aver either Friday or Sauarday ac
10:00 AM SELARD retming
Monday ar 11:1D AM SHARP!
Fervy rimes are subject 1o chanpe.
Picasc double check rhe timz, as the
ferry will leave withour vou.

Since this island 1 very papular. |
will ¢ making the ferry reservations

in April, therelore 1 need vveryoue
to psy by the April mecting. After
this time, if you sull want ro go. you
will ncea to make your own ferry
CSETVALIONS.

At the May meeting I will have a
list of people who arz going on both
the Friday and Satunlay ferdes.
Please take a copy and oy to carpocl
s much as possible, Alsa, since
there will be a lot of peeple gowng
oa this trip, we need to pracrice
minimal impacc campiog, so try 1o
set up small (less than 8 peaple;
hiking groups. Remzmber tac your
gronp wilt he responsible for their
own food ard gear (stoves, water
fihers, rents, tirst aid, bear bag, etc.)
PLEASE COME PREPAREDIIY

I you need
addirional
information, please
cantact Leslie
Cordova at
248-547-5626.

Dicase don't
delay as the ferry
will fill-up!

lors of w.ldflowers.

\
e

’@ Upcoming Activity...

SPRING BIRD VIIGRATION
AT POINT PELEL

Mid-May brings the warld renawned annual spring bird migration to Point
Pelee Narional Park in Ontario, Canada. Saiurday, May 16th we'il mee: 1o
set-up camp: then we can hike, birdwatch, bike. canoe, sun ac the beach, erc.
d Sunday morning at dawn we'll arise to get an carly jump o the bird wacching, We'll hike the birding trails
and 1ty o idendfy as many birds as we can, This is a grzat dme of the year 1o bike the rrais and a'so see

The cost of the trip will be $15 and is limited to the fist 16 people ro sign-up and peay in ful.. The cost
includes your camping and entrance ine the park

For further information, contact Dave foerster ar 313-453-0692.
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pring is nearly here, and the

climbing season 15 ready to

begin. You have always
wanted o give ira try but you're just
not sure. T don't have the body for
that.” "1 don't have :he strength {or
that,” "I'm afraid of heighes,” "What
i1 alle” T saw CHfF Hanger, and

chat's not for me!”

Climbing is not for everyone but
yeu never know undl you give it a
shot. Climbing doesn’t require the
perfect budy or physica strengeh.
Goals and limics are unique to each person. Some
physical srrength is necessary, but balanee, agility,
concenuracion and the ability to think under
pressure arc the most wscful assces. Wamen excel as
climbers often besting the guys or difficult verdizal
Cimbing problems.

SOLAR teaches climbing using the Top Rope
Systent. This is the safest method and allows the
beginnirg climber o learn technique, experiencs
the freecom of Llimbirg aad st their personal
limits waile never aceually falling more than a few
inches.

WHAT 1 TAKESY

Do you have what it takes? Why
don't yos find out by joining us this
spring fer the 1998 SCLAR ROCK
CLIMBING CLASS. You'll Jearn all
the basics abour equipinent use, knot
craft, climbing anguage, climbing
technique and anchor building,
Everything comes together on the
three day practical at Rattlesnake
Fointe Conservation Area near
Toranto. Canada. When this class is
over you will have new sklls, new
strergth and new confidence, and
hopefully made sorie new fricnds aleng the way.
You'll have what it takes!

Sigu-seps will be saken ac the MARCH SOLAR
MEFTING. The course fee is $75.00 and includes
all cquipment and class matenials. Scudents should
be in good physical condiuon and be commiced Lo
attendirg ail classes and practicals.

Please note that the final practical is a three-
day event.

I you have guestions, contact JIM VOHING at
RIN-774-8253 OR 810- 731-2504.

B

.......

>, (7R By presenting roun
membership card at any of the arca reta’lers lister
belaw vou wili be entitled to special discounts fer
SOLAR members. These discounts vary from score 1
store, so it is always best 1o chezk with ihe manager 5n
daty ar the ume ol purchase.

JOE'S ARMY-NAYY SURPLUS

Raval Onk, Punnac and Warren
MOOSEJAW MOUNTAINEERING
Keege Harbor, E. [ansing and RBirmingham
SURPLUS CITY
Bekley and Westlarcl
VENTURE OUTDH{IORS
Plymauth
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i Solar members who are thinking of

% running for a pace on e Solar

SFNA ctoering Committee. Racky Mountain
Ourfitters in Rochester, Michigan was kind
gnough to dorate a gift certit cate to the Solar
Cluh. 1t will be pul to good use in May after
the elections. All Solar members wha run for
office will have a chance at winning this great
git!! Thanks to Mark Crissman at Rocky
Mouniain Qutflitters!
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SOLAR 15 LOUKEING
FOR A FEW GOOD PEOBLE...

T he elections are coming up for the new SOLAR

off cers and lime is running short. Mast of the

positions have rominees for the face-ofl vote in May,
but a few of the positions as ¢f yet have no one running for
them. Those without nominees:

O SECRETARY
O EQUIPMENT MANAGER
O SOLAR RAY EDITOR

Naw's your chance to "give back" to ;
the club for all the fun times and great .- 474
learning experiences baing in the N R
SOLAR dub has afiorded you. Sou,
we're looking for nomirees for the
above and avy of the cther SOLAR
offices... AND REMEMBER, YOU
CAN NOMINATE YOURSELF!!!

Activity Review...hy Nancy Day

CRross-COUNTRY SKIING WITH

L AND SIDE-KICK BILL STANLEY

‘x Jhar can I say? We went, we learned, WE SKIED!!! Abour 9 of us
SOLAKites got up in time to make the trek te the Higgins Lake

Cross Counrry Ski Headquarers a few Satnrdays ago and all of us are glad

we went. The snow conditions were exce.lent, the day perfect: no harsh

w.nds to contend with or glasing sun. We were piven on-the-spot trzining
by rhe instrnerors, did pracrice exercises and then hit the rrails. As we rook
off on a few of the rrails, we were greetec by a beaut ful, soft sncwfall thac

further enbanced the day. After all our work, and let me tell you, Cross
canntry skiing really helps you work up a sweat._and appetite, we joined
with some other SOLARites up for a weckend's skiing emer:ainment and
bad dinner ar a nearby resraurant. Wz managed to get out in record time
(252} and in abant 2-142 hanes we were headed back home to Metro
Derroit.

Tewas a super time. I fele I finally gor a kandle on this cross-country ski

thlng as did the other attendees. Thank ou Mike and Bill and all the other

helpers for your time and instruction.

INSTRUCTOR MikE MANNEBACH

CPOIMING ACEIVELY

LASER QUEST

nce again we are going back

in for another futuristic

advenrure at Laser (uest in
a 8,000 square foor maze filled with
4 towers, ramps, passages filled with
smoke, b.ack ligkts, and dragons!
This will be a big fun and lite
adventure trip, but also open to
beginners and children.

YOU NEED TO ACT NOW fo1
Laser Quesr in Marcn 1998, | must
have your $15.00 1n full at the
March meering,

1 hope 20 have 30 people play the
firse game at 3:30 p.m. March 8:h
{Sunday). People who have never
ptayed are welcome. We will break
and cat pizza updtairs in a group
room, we will discuss strategies, you
will receive a list of advanced and
super-advanced tips and we may
divide inlo reans for the second

ZATRE.

1 will bring a birthday cake {my
birrhday is in March) and you are
welcame to bring cards. This is a
Non-Selir event. so you can sign-up

(riends, kids and family,

Kids ages 2-5 are free but imuist be
connected te an adult. For more
1aformation, contact Jim Gilfix ar
248-339-0489. W will be playing
ar Laser Quest on John R Road in
Madison Haghts.

Paee

Sorry, Jim. This is the
deet | eonld do vi:fm'ﬂ:‘y

for laser guess acrion...

THE SCHOOL OF OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP, ADVENTURE & RECREATION 4
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SPRING SALE Al
THE MARCH
' MEETING.
A RNy As is and
3 A
C- lL’Lb = i S l ; C‘.‘l\b ﬂl]d [hc mak‘e an Oﬁer.
friendly cha'lenge berween thﬁ uka place on 2t
Tier : e c - v .
Skiwi Ski and Social (,lulh. w[‘: r::edc 1 From the Sobar MSR Whis perLite
ri} 4th, 15 DeoP Lha g games of laser tag. \Xe Shaker Jet Stove
ot 1 thic :
® b o challenge ‘é‘f’ Sf‘.l;; :x::" and socialising: 4 used once, 83500,
W b ea-jng pizea, CNTE n R Road 11 ;
= E(Lf La:l?%f ;Tla)"mg at Jascr Quest 0T jo::::icrc by 4:52 Sherpe Snow shoes
Cw P gy s " "
i .= who S1gn-\if . r! 9 c
Madison H‘mgh“" Thf;i: n:mcs- The ¢0st B $18.0:‘E&If)§ ;‘:‘:n 197 341, $95.00.
p-m.- 9 r:g;zlf; d;\?er che 2Gth the os goee up e et More stoves and
hy March 2210 ¢ pots fee sale
rson. . 128.399-0696 S
person ‘aterkin for more i formation (248-399; t?”’ ) L
Contact Jeff Enter d ,", az rhe next Solar generai meeting. , ester ]
hand-o 319) 256-0324
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Here are a ﬁw educational ideas..,

PIRS‘I- AIU AND CPR COIIR?ES T.] R S Y : \:_,';.}f:: é:}’ Lﬁ.ff‘_’f Mok
‘ i AES ~ The Starr Commonwealth is host , e .
Wilderness Firat Aid Coucse on May 2-3. The cost is § 19(-.{’(2;]6‘:};nlsa}:(;:;t_%;g\f;;{ﬁm::: f;’i‘;-;i(;::: ;ssoaares

=471 ext ore

info. We're seift putring opeher ; i ard Ei ;
detsils v choe Mk mie“ﬁ: er an ARC Stardard Eirse Aid and Adule CPR. Class for Masch. You can get the

NON-SOLAR COURSES — 'leqe see me for information on these ours
! . _ t urside ¢ i 3
l(:,h‘:::ffg(f;::r}‘:x]}}:gs} frcc:}ig pmmfrl boa €s, rcscux.ir?g lrappul 5wfrr:rncrs...] and r?;iiill?;i;sﬁ?;c;]::;:]s
s off From IEI\;‘PPS rlljng', ancnor ¥sten....an southern Ontario. If you can ifford 1o take a week o
rogran (hachroir d;{{ f Junz, you t;;'m try the Wilderness Eduzatian Associacians Wilderness Sreward
Leagordn okpacki g : cﬁnoqng m the tpper Peninsnla) o the Appalachian Mounoin Club's Mounta:
P (in M-, Wishingron}, Ihev costs are beaveen $1560 and $350 e

And dinaly, my b K ¥ ing SOLAR|
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WHITE WATER RAFTING ON TIE
NEW RIVER IN WEST VIRGINIA

YES...vou AN STILE.
GO...YOU AND YOUR
KIDS. . ONIY TE YOI T
ACT av the March SOLAR
meeting. | need a $20
deposit C}ICCIC mﬂ'_lc P(lyilblﬁ“
1 SQOLAR, te hold your
spot for chis year's White
Warer RafnngTrlp o1 May
22.2%5, 1998, Puyment in
full due Aprii 7eh or you
don 't go!

You'll alvo need to
choose which trip on which
YOU Wanl 10 go.

The choices arve:

#1 ($150), all-day rafy
tnp, lots of paddling with a trained guide. This erip is for aduhs or a few
kids c:ge 14 aad up. It's on the Lower New River and is very exciting and
suirable for che inexperienced (1o sit in the midcle) and the f:xpcrlenced (fo-
the frant of the rafr). Positions can he rarared.

#2 {3130 lor adults and $85 for kids ages 6-13...also suirable for the
mature age groun af 60LR2 at adnlr prices). This also includes all-day
nfting with zero to some paddling with a trained guide. h's on the Upper
New River and is said to be sod.es of fun ata milder pace.

Bath wips incinde Socthern Style Country Breakiast 3ar and 2 hot lunch
ar a private spot with restrooms and picnic tbles. Both are an Sunday, May
24h and the Jay will close-out with an incredible dinner in their lake front
dining lodge wheoe videos of the rafting trips will be shown,

Each raft holde six adventurcsome Solaries and one expert guide. The
cost of both 1eipy incudes camping May 22nd through May 25th plus
rafiing on May 24th, 3 meals May 24th, maps of the area, directions e

ACE anc ather sights in rhe arca.

WéyACL’ Stocked fishing laves {no icense mcdcd} swimming heach,
mountain bike rentals, hiking, biking, and scenic vizws ac Mew River Gorge
National Park. There's more, but net enough reom here!!!

i tfm sounds e yood to be true, come check ir out! Remember, a $20
FUNDABLE DEPOSIT is due at by the March meeting The
rest by the April meeting or you don'L go!

Don't wait! Come to the meeting ot 2all me and mail your deposit. So
far 38 people are signed up. The April SOLAR meeting will be the best
ume to sign-up and PAY IN FULL!

Hope to sec you there! fim Gilfix 248-539-0489.

FS. 1 have dome the Lower New Kiver 5
fmes and am considering the easter mp, /m

THEY PAYED PARADISE...
Enjoy it while you can
by fim Gilfix

Summer s coming,
SOLAR s E awing,
Moarch hrings spring.
Let's go sing!

[ want to play,
I want w0 danee,
I'll eat my cake,
And nave romanc:.

Lascr Quest is [ug.,
1t Chris and Annie i:o.
Hotcases en the beach, bt
Susan’s within reach.

April showers fall.
May Aowers are wall,
Hilzing, birds cnd bees,
Ter's o climb the trees.

Rafring i exciting,
Camping suc » fuu,
Tfl bring the Yernors,
It will waigh a ton,

une, Jure,
Whar 10 do?
Warerfalls and biking,

l.et's add some hiking.

laly and the 4th,
Picnics all around,
SOLAR })Jl]llL]\),
A-cating we are Found.

July and tossls,
Warked seven times before,
Nicede and Jeancrie and
Dominique wo.

Attention all kids,
Marco and Linda oo,
I b Junt will he here,
Jain us ar be biuz.

August s Randesnake,
Waterfalls ind cooking,
Chimbing and hiking,
And the Safuri oo,

Join us onc and all,
Ir's going ™ be a hiast,
Next year we can say,
This was all in the past.

THE SCHOOL OF QUIDOOR LEADFRSHIP, ADVENTURE & RECREATION
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.. ACTIVITIES MARCH, APRIL & MAY

Mat. 3 — General Membership
Meeting

Program: Pukaskvn Natiooal Park

Colony Hall, Southficld
Mike Jauks 248-92G-893¢

Mar. 8 — Laser Qvest
Madison Heigus
Jim Gilfix 248-539-0459

Mar, 13-15 —~ Caving Teip
& Bat Count
(.ive Hill. Kentucky
Leslie Cordov:, 248-547-5626

Mar. 14 — Progressive Dinner
Start:
Kathie Kithy's Ho.use, Livonia
Margaret Marnn 31 3-721.2821

Mar. 20-22 — X-Country Skiing
Whbos Lopett, Canada
Mike 3anks 248-926-893¢

Mar. 21 — QOrienteering
(Non-SOLAR)
Lester Mox 519.256.0324

Mau. 28 — Laud Navigation Class
Waterloo Recreation Arca
Linda Burge 248-471-9185

March — Standaed Fira
Ad/CPR "TBD)
Margaret Marin 313-721.2821

Apr. 2, 9,16, 23, 30 - Backpacking
Class
Benchmark
Mike Banks 248-926-8939

Apr. 4 — Laser Quest:
SOLAR vs S
Madisnn Heighus
Jetf Enrerkin 24%-399-0696

Apr. 7 — General Membership

Meetin

Colony Hall. Southficld

Mike Banks 248-¢26-8939
Apr. 15, 22, 29 — Rack Climbing

C.ass

Bethchmark

Jim Young 810-731-2504

Apr. 18-19 — Basic Backpacing
Practical [
Pinckney Recreation Area

Mike Banks 248-926-3939

Apr. 22 — SOLAR MADNELSS -
9- 11 I'M...20% QOFF Al 1HE
BENCHMARK BY SHOWING
YOUR SOLAR CARD...

May 2 - Reck Climbing Practical I
Planet Rock or Grand Ledge
[im Young 810-731-2504

May 35 — (;en=ral Membership
Meetin
50 QILTICER CLECTIONS
Colany Hall, Sowhfield
Mike g;anks 243-426-3439

May 6 - Rock C.imbing Class
Benchmark

Jim Young 8112-731-2504

May 8-1C — Backpacking Practical 11
Faoist Lakes
Mike Banks 248-926-3939

May 2 — Disd Wachiing Class
TBD
Jabn Fedyk 248-541-04494

May 9 - Rock Climbing Class
Powers Pack

Jim Young 810-731-2304
May 15-17 — Rock Climkbing

Practical 11

Raukesnake Prov, Park,
Ontanio, Canada

Jim Young 813-731-2504

May 16 - Heartsavers Saturday
(CPR)
Coho Hal

Harry Price 248-477-7547

May 16-17 - Bird Migration/
Camping lrip
Pr. Pelee 2rov.
Park, Onrario,
Canaila
Crave Foerster
734-453-2392

RECIPE
0F THE
MONTH

CARIBBEAN COCONUT
CURRY SAUCE From Bo#
Apetit Magazine, July 1995
(as discovered by John Fedyk and
wurned in by Linda Rosa}

Brush this slightly swezt lime-
scented sauce on shrimp or
chicken before or curing grilling.
The recipe makes enough for
1-1/2 pounds of meat with same
lefe over for dipping.

2/3 cup cream of coconut

1/2 cnp fresh lime juice

G TBSP minced green onion

2 tsps curry powder

1/2 esp cayenne pepper

1/2 esp sale
Whisk cieam of coconuc end
fresh lime juice in a small bowl
enei. smooth., Stir im anion, curry
powder, pepper and salt. Brush
half of the sauce over the meze
during grilling. Save some to
pass. but remember to keep it
separate frorm you basting batch.
(Can be
made @ day
ahead -
cover and
refriserate. }

THE SCHOOL OF OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP, ADVENTURE & RECREATION
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ABOUT 7, STEERING COMMITTFF

The Ray s a monthly publicacion of the SOLAR Clut and is p{“"‘-‘““‘ KRR - Mik= Banks ’; 313, 225 317?
pravided free of charge 1o the currear dues paid memters. };lu President .. .. MarT'r,trc; '&]‘1331'!;:1 ;4152 z 3 q?ﬁs
..L'L".'u‘:p' TR na3 (119,04
DE‘QDLIA’Eﬁr TJ‘: Rd‘y % thy second ];r'ldn:.' .L{n'r thc HL’I\I.'I'Q! : 'Iic-\curcr Ce e e e e e ee S.u.d.n Cuydoc ! 313 4R7 R404
mecting, for che following mondvs edition, Contributions ia the Activities ... [bllc Cordova { 248.547.5626
y 1 C 11Tl el e Membeeship. . o000 Pnrr F24RAT7.7547
torm of corrments, trip reports, recipes, phatas and anginal articles aen P :
I B Equipment....... '30h Luraham /3134537313
are welcome Send all cansributions to: Nancy Day, SOLAR Ray By-[ aws “Llany Trice. { 248477 7547
Fditor = 1788 Brentwood Prire = 1?‘0], M J80,.‘)3 248 641 - 986‘3 F.iucaki.or;. Tttt [.(‘ﬁl't‘{ Mot ¢ .)19 256 0324
 FAX: 248 5453470 ov provide on MAC disk. SOLARRay . ..ovve. .. Maney Ly £ 248.641.9863
MEETING LOCATION # Hiswroan. ... Dave Foerster £ 313.453.0692
: l'ru;rmw............ - Karen Bates / 810.98%.4147
The puzpose of the SOLAR Club 3; to promore énd advance Piblic Relations D"“é Lacyk /248.534.4551
inerestin the putdoers throuph informacion and part.cipacion. ‘ At large
Meetiogs ace held on dhe firsc” ucsday of the monch ar the Colany i Zrcv: (nrdncr i fé;‘%-ﬁig 1[_,3?‘??2 9%
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