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Kayaking in July, anyone?

You kayak all the time... you ncver have
kayuaked at all.. s time it doesn't
marer.

Sray for the July program afier the gen-
eral membership mecting and you will
Ilcam what it takes to kuyuk,

It you are an experienced kayaker, you
cansee where kayak instroctor Ron Sinith
has been with his kayak.

Ron will do a slide show presentationon
kayaking and answer any questions that
ingquiging mands want 1o know

This wiil also be ‘he perfect opportunity
1o sign up for the zayaking day class that
SOLAR iy offering.

WANTED:
Hints and Tips

I an inlerested in submissions of Hints
and Tips from experienced outdoor en-
thusiasts for future RAY's. Theseshould
be addresscd towards beginners (i hov-
tees. The Tips may delp members not
yet into a class or just starting out inlo
ovtdoor activities. The Hines and Tips
shiculd skdress BASICS, not advanced
aspects of your outdoor interests. All
submissions will be considered,

I
Change, anyone?

As withany change ofleaders, new ideas
are tried, aleng with change. The new
commitice will surcly implement change
10 IMprove various aspects of our club,
So o will the SOLARRAY. In the next
sevzral issues I am gong to try different
formats and pew ideas, Suzgestions and
comments ate apprecated.

--Tam Posler, Editor

. The SOLAR RAY

What's New on
North Manitou?

Memorial Day weckend gave many of our membership susue ¢ape-
riences to be remembered for a Jong time. "Too many bugs!” said
14 year old Dominic Poster on his first SOLAR event. “Insuffocient
beadroom” is probably the memory ‘imbedded’ into new President
Douz Lanyk's head. Doug, while boarding the ferry back o
Lecland. was caught off guard as hz struck his head on the vessel's
superstructure. Although dazed (isn't he alway's?) Doug said he was
fecling better at the Steering Committee meeting the nextday. One
contribution about Manitou can be found in the Reflections section.

g e e
In this issue

Front Page |..-|.'-|"l|.'.|'..l-lal-----i...l..C.-lI‘lll'l.lll'!‘ll!.l..."'."ll‘.“ 1
The kind of stuff that dreams are made of...sorta

Revi‘ews and Previews PN IPNNIVIV I asnssnnsnn s bbb RA T AA I NI BRRENSREIREM PP 2'3
Ratt'lesrake '98, Fossif Hunt and Adventure Day

2703 1743 (10T 3 - —— I,
Thoughis submitied to the editor

F X ([T U
Things to do, Piaces to go!

EQUCARION veeerrrirmnesenerrnirrasmssnssessamemsssensmmmec st sasnssnsnsssnnssarasss 9
Courses (of course!)

The Bulletin Board .....eceiermesicmenssesmmmecscsessssisssssissaassasion &
Little notes and fast minule messages

Events and Happenings ........cumimmmonsimmsrrmsmessinece 7
SOLAR and non-SOLAR events

Details for Upcoming Aclivities ......... RVI—— -

Detalls, details, details...

ADOUL SOLAR ..ccomermiincrrmsrriirsssraseresmmsnsemmsmsimesenbastesaasanivass 10
Who we are, where we aré



Herc we poagain! August7, 8, and 9 isthe date
to peocil in for Rattlesnake 1998, Located in
Milton, Ontario, this is one of SOLAR's most
popular fun events. There's something fos cvery-
ong, camping, hiking, rock climbipg, eating, sight-
seeing, and more! A shont drive away will aans-
port you to the deep depths of Africa (well kinda}
at the African Lion Sufan, where you caa see all
kinds of wild animals.

SOLAR isagain sponsoring the annual Cook-Off.
The winner gets to keep the plaque [or ane year,
identifving them as the "master chef of the out-
doors”. The big rule tkough, ALL preparation and
cooking {or this event must be donc at the campsite.
Even if you don't have the culinary skills to com-
pete, please bring a dish to pass for the traditional
Pot-Luck.

Ag¢ far as ammenities, the
campsite 158 equipped with
grass lots, hot showers, and
flush tellets. (Is this REALLY
camping?}

Those with a desize to 'heng
around' can bring rock ¢limb-
ing equipment and ascend to
new heights.

Tag along on Jim Gilfix's
Discovery “fowr. where you
will travel 0 the Crawford
Lake Conservation Arca, high
atcp the Niagara escarpment.
Extensive woodlands and pristine wetlands are
home to a variety of plants and animzls. Inchuded
in :he tour is a 15th ¢entury village, gift shog, and
a roardwalk aronnd the lake.

Spencer Gorge Wilderness Area offers a pictur-
csque walk to the fulls, where you can play in the
water.

$till not enough to do?... Read on!

Opportunities are available for those who are inter-
ested in wet entertainment. Bring windsurfing
equizment, bathing suits, and waterproof cameras.

How about hiking to, and swimming at Hilton
Falls? Or to Waterdown Falls? Or Bronte Creek
Fails? How about playing in Kelso Lake?

For those of you that are HYPER, include a trip to
Fergus Highland Festival, and then go touring at
the Gorge a: Elora, If you stilt are awake after all
this {phew!), join in a campfire sing-a-long on
Friday and Saturday night.

Rattlesnake 1997

Bring your guitar, drums, ¢ymbals, harmonica, vt
accordion... well maybe you can leave that one at
home.

Cortact Jim Young on (810} 731-25(4 tor info.



SOLAR's Eighth Annual
Fossil Hunt and Adventure Day

If reaching back into time is your idea of fun, then join us for the 8th annual Fossil Huntand Adventure
Day. There is one rostriction... you must be behween 4 and 87. Other than that, the only other
requirement is that you have fun! Don't worry, Scrooge and my ex-wife aren't invited.

Suunething for alnwst anyone, hiking, eating, swimmirg, fossil hunting, eating, and... oh yca, cating.
As you can tell, the Pot-Luck lurch is "ooh-la-1a".

This evenilis held at the Rock Glen Conser-
vation Area n2ar Arkona. Ontario. Thisis
about two hours from Royal Qak, through
Port Huron into Canada.

Please bring a dish to pass for the Pot-Luck
lunch. Chefs and gourrnet cooks, de your
stuff! After we chow down with fellow
SCLARItes, off with the clothes (but into
bathing suits, please). and onto the water-
falls. Ziplock baggiesand waterproof stuff
sacks are the key words here. Waterproof
cameras are recommended. Mostly cvery-

thing gets wet here. A bonfire is planned 1997 Fossil Hunt aad Advemure Day.
for Salurday night.

For those who are netcamping, we will meet at the Rock Glen Museum at the Rock Glen Conservation
area on July 26th (Sunday) at 11:00AM. The only cost is to enter the conservation area,

After meeting at the museum, we will hike, swim, and look for fossils. And guess what? You can keep
lhe fossils you find! But please limit yourself to one of any type fossil, per person, so others canalsc
cnjoy the hunt.

Other things lo enjoy nearby are the waterslide, an indoor and outdoor swimming pcol, hot tub, and
minia:ure golf. You can finish off with a hot shower before heading hwine.,

Tan gel there

Take [-94 EAST to Port Huron. Cross the Blue Water bridge into Samia, Ontario.

Continue onto Highway 402 EAST to County Road 79/7 NORTH (exit 44}.

About 1 km (almest a mile for lhose metrically impaired) past the town of Arkona, there is a small jog
in the road left, then right. Look for the signs to Rack Cler Conservation area.

IMPORTANT!
There are a limited amount of camp sites so book your reservations earty. Call Janie at the Rock Glen

Resort {519) 828-3456, and tell them you are with SOLAR. You'll want to camp there on July 24 and 25.
There is also a motel available, the Rock Clen Motel, for those wha dn that type cf thing,.

Call Jim Gilfix on (248} 539-0489 for more information.,
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SOLAR, What do
you want to do?

~ by Jicw Gollin

Do you wani to 20 Ot a hike?
To walk aroond,

Upon the ground,

To tavel fas,

What a blasl,

Do you want to play?
Do you want to dance?
To have some Viernaors,
and maxke ramance.

Do you wanl to ride your bike?
a~peddling we will go,

Trails and paths we like,
Socome on! SOLAR says sof

Do you want 1o go canoeing?
We'll paddle. in the. un,
We'll look for turtles,

and have some fun.

Do you want to go camping?
Te set up onr (Cnts,

Tc sleep on the ground,
Campfires and marshmallows,
Enough 10 go around.

Do you want to go fishing?

Tc use your yod and casi your line,
T picnic SOLAR-style,

Ob, how we will ding.

SOL ARiles can't be beat,
We sure do like the heat,
We'll cook and eat, and sharg our treat
A club for AlL, how neat!

Well thar's ali I have to say,
Now it's really up 10 Tom,
If this will o into the SOLAR RAY

Reflections

White Water Rafting

The following trip report is paraphrased
and conlains ediledexcerpts fromsepee-
ate letters submitied by Jim Giifix and
Marti Shemburg Dine o the vast expe-
rienczs of these twe, T can’t possibly put
everything down here tecause of space
limitations, -editor

It all started out finc. Clear blue skies,
wanm weathey, and the forecast was for
pleasant weather for the neal four days.
But as the well known meterologist Mr,
MURPHY and his laws of weatber
proved, stoff bappens. A toment:l
dJownpour and lightening was e
morring's ‘alum clock’. Jim's group
split np I gr hnreeback rding, some
wenton hikes to caverns. Marti's group
chose 10 po hiking, checking out (e
niverand wild flowers. The ACE camp-
geowad hecame what Marti called SO-
LAR knriy.

Mocz raincame overnight, into the mom-
ing. Marti said most of the group was
preparing for the worst weather, so Lthey
wiggled their way inlo “sausage suits”,
(wel suis) before the tnp.  Prior to
getting to the river, the weather decided
to cooperale and the sua came out. Pzr-
haps the sun decided to give them a
breax, since they are with SOLAR.

Jim's group went on the "kid friendly”
trip, while Marti chose the more chal-
lenging trip. Jim said there wasa lotof
class [ and II rapids, with many classI1I
were experienced. Marti's group had
class ITI to ¢lass V rapids. The gronp
flipped over 2 rafts, bul no coge was hart.
She said the group jumped oft the same
rock ' hiemp Rock™) thal was nsed in the
Mouniain Dew commereial,

Aferrafing, ahearty meal backalcamp
was enjoyed by everyone. A good uip
for all.

Morc heavy ain returmed (hat tight. As
sleen started (o come 1o the gronp, Marti
swore the frogs serenade changzd from
Bud-weis-er 10 (gt-gut-now!
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National Trails Day 98

- by Michac! Banks

"This year's National Trails Day cvenlat
Maybury State Park proved to be an
cacellent example of SOLAR-power al
it's finest. Of 108 registered participants
{plus several who never fkd cut a
form) # was estimated that over eighty
volunieers were SOLARites! Before
the day's ¢nd, Pack Superinterklant Anng
Sylwvester was already onmpiling a wish
list fornextycar. RET's Afexa Lee was
amazed al how “organized and efficient
the SOLAR crews™ were. Theone com-
ment that kept coming back tome from
all participants was how much "fun®
they all had. Hopefully, we can do this
more than onee a year.

Thanks goes outto everyone's hard work
that day, but especialy, 1 want 10 thank
the tollowing SO.AR crew chiefs that
put in the ¢xtra time and effort Karer.
Bates, Jofw. Fedyk, 1ave Foerster, Su-
vt Gaydos, Ken & Lena McQuade.
ardd Hurry & Mary Frice.

Aiso: Thanks o Tom Ofafo for the
photography, ard Susan Lesnuk for per-
suading bolf the ehop owners in Ply-
mnuth nad Nonthville ta adwertisc onr
worthwhile evenl.

Manitou

-ty Joho Fedyk

Lhxlapidated conages wansform ink
piles of roted Jumber,

rusted nails,

brick and atvug,

Newborn maples emerge from sandy
Gelds

whcre plows once toiled.

A fog homn sounds over shorzs strewn
with flotsam and silvered dnftwood.
Thickats spread across mads

0a¢¢ used for commerdy,
community,

ar commiseralion.

Now only bird song brightens the
debris.
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Elk "Hunt' / Garrera Safari and \?

4 X4 Jamboree T R -
Seplember 11-13 %
Hiking/Camping/FUN!

Mall Daton (248) 3601611



Events and Happenings

Beginning Kayaking Class
SULARissponsoringa Begintning Kay-
aking class on Inly 1Gth. This classwill
be Bught by Ron Smith of Black Parrot
Faddting Keyakmg School. The class
wiL be beld at either Island Lake Recre-
aticn Area or Kensington Metropark.
The lnal lvsaativte will be stnovnced at
the July SOL AR meeting, This ¢lass is
approximately 8-hours long and mast of
il is on the water. You will learn;

£ Basickayaking strokes tor both
sed and while water kayaking.

Scll and assisted 1eMmue,

Resovery strokes.

4 & &

Sweep strokes.
> Paddle float rescues.

The cost vl Gie class Is 322 i you Ju
bave ycur own kayak and gear, $75 if
you do own your own gear. For further
infortnaton, contact Cindy larrison
Felix on (734) 722-3994 or attend the
SOLAR meeting when Ren will give a
presentation on kaysking ftoe the July
SOLAR program,

Tie Dyeing and BBQ

Arg you fit e be ticd! Tie Dyed that is.
O luly 25 Karen Bares will he holding
aTie Dye cluss atDoug Janyk's hopse in
Haolly, DJamicn Lanyk, a lle dye masier,
the master of t-shirts, the guru of wlor,
will instruct us on creating that onge-of-a-
kind t-shirt. They won't ompete with
Doug's1-shirt after a BBQ eating contest,
but yor car. at least create a patem!
Speaking of BB{), there will be ong -
mediacly after the ¢lass, along with a
swinn in the lake. $15 is the cost for this
fun-filled day. Call KarenBates on (810)
983-4147 for infy, Orsee her o the fuly
e2ting.

Gadget Classesin August
The HBasic UTM and GPS Class will
teach you how to plot yeur GPS (Global
Pusitivning Systemilocationon a USGS
map wsing the UTM yridsystean, August
13 is the day 10 pencil in (ot this class.

The Basic Radio Communication class
is a non-licensing dass beid on Aug 27
from 7-9 pm. The class will @iscuss
Irnsmitting messages inking CH arhanid-
beld cadios. These skills may ¢omc in
handy in @ wildcmess emergency.

Thereis a pre-requisite for these courses
though. You gnust bave attended at least
npe Of the [Bllowing:

2 Backpacking
= land Navigation
Q@ Wildemess Survival

Both of these class will be held in twe
Deoolt arza, The cost is 33 and will
include all class matenials.

" BJT THERE 18 A CATCH ! **
Participants arz expectod (0 leam-teach
tiese classes in the fulure. IF you can
teachthese classes i Acgust, call Lester
Mok ASAP. Ile is on (519) 256-0324.

Aecommended by Inspector Gadget!

Please note:

The winner of last
year's Cook-o}f, please
arrange to have the

plaque returned for the

August Rattlesnake!

Getting Closer to Earth

Yes, § know I'm living uu e 31d wek,
butwhat 1 mean is... can YOU live with-
oulaocllphooe, pager,compuler, or TV?
Can you survive without atcot, sleeping
bag, stove, lighicror candy (gasp!)? The
more we depend on these madern good-
ies, the mors we are remaved from the

heartheats of Moher Earth,

Yoo can kearn about the ancient slalls of
living close o earth at the Great Lake
Primistve Gathering vu Bois Blan¢ is-
land, near the Mackinue Strail, ‘The dates
are August 20-22 and the cost is $75.
Decakfast and dinnces arc provided, the
camping is FREE!

They offer ouwdoor worksaops on flint-
knapping, stone 100l making, naviga-
tion, fire making, edible plants, baskelry,
hark contuners, cordaging, and the mak-
ing of bow, arow, and atlatl.

You must pay for material costs, but the
instruction s fun, and the friendsbip is
free. Drimitive Skilly groupies won't be
disappointed wilh this bargain. Sign up
at the monthly SOLAR mecling.

For moree informztion vall Lestee Mok on
(519) 256-0324.

It'sno{w) fun living in
Michigan? NOT!
If you think there's ncthing to do during
the winter, here'ssome goad news. DOG
SLEDDING! Karen Batesis againorga-
nizing a dog sled irip im Algoncuin Park,
Canada. This is a 4-day, 3 night crent.
Tenative plans are for the week hetween
Christas and the New Year. The cost is
$550Canadian. Remamber theexchiange
rate. Ii will cost you less with American
cumency, subjec: to vadation in the ex-
chiznge rawe Cuszently this comes to
$481.50 US This price incluces every-
thing excepl your personal belongings.
Ir 1) or more sign op, we get a 20%
discount!! Becausc of the demand for
this trip, you should sign up soon, For
info, ¢all Kzren on (810) 286-4147.



Details for Upcoming Activities

Caving N.E. Keniucky
Leslic Curdova (248 547-5626) is courdinatiug the caving twip in Olive ITll, Kentucky. Thisis @ VERY
popular trip for SOLAR.

The dates are July 17-18 and cost $65. 'Ihis includes 2 days of guided caving with Rick Simpson as guide,
and 2 nights lodging. This trip is limited to 15 members so sign up soen!

The ilenery is:

Drive about 7 hours © Qlive Hil,, KY. on Friday. Stay at Carroll's Inn Mutel.

Awake on Satrday tor breaktast and go caving for 3-8 hours.

Saturday night brings dinner and night life. By the way, dinner will actually be pot-luck hors d'ocuvres
on the porch of the motel. Last year after caving, several people brought wine, chzese, manchies, and
other beverages for this. The cave guide entertained us with his guitar. L was so much fun, we devided
to do it again'

NOTE! Thisis adry county Although nc alcohol will be available, the Bluzgrass Festival should
of‘cr some great enterainment afier the hor d'ocuvne feast.

Sunday will be check-out at the hotel, and then set out for another day of caving. The trip should con-
clude about 2:00 pm. Sc: Leslie at the SOLAR meeting to sign up.

Natural Bridges State Park & Red River Gorge

$€0 is just about all vou need to enjoy 3 days of cabin lodging and other activities on Labor Day weekend.
If all four cabins (24 people) are filled, gucss what, the price drops to $50!

Check-in is on Friday Septeraber 4 after 3 pm. Check-out is by 11 am on Monday Septemher 7. Because
the cabins are limcited to 24 peeple, vou should sign up ASAP.

All muniey is due by August 4. You will be responsite for your ownfood. You may wish tocoordinate lood
with others in your cabin. Who knows? Mayhe a smorgashorg 1s in the making here.

NOTE! Thisis adry county It y ou wisa to have alcohel, bring it with you, or yon wil. need 1o drive about
7 milcs to Wolle County to purchase it.

Call Leslic Cordava on (248} 547-5626 for info. ot see her at the July (or August if space is sull available)
meeting 10 sign up.

Can you - Canoe?

Can you canog without bouncing buck and fourth fram bank to bank? ITave you cver been dumped (besides
that incident back in high school)? Can you perfarm a deep water rescue? Are you acontrol-freak, therefore
must always steer? What is a sweep (besides the Staniey Cup playofl)? Answers to these and more are
available at Dovg Lanyk's home in Holly on July 26, The Canoe Paddling class will be 3-4 hours long,
depending onyour skill level, Call Dougon (248) 634-4551 tor info, or sign up at the July SOLAR wiceting.

#



More Details for Upcoming Activities

Speaking of Canoes...

Kayaking or Canoeing on a regular basis (NOT a
class) with other SOLARites throughout this sum-
mer. This i only an INTEREST sigi-up as of
press time!

Call Matihew for info on {248) 360-1611

BULLSEYE!

Beginner to Intermediate Archery at Ponlia¢ or Is-
lang Lake Recreation Arca in July and Aupust._This

Cali Matthew for info on (248)360-1611

Michigander WWeekend

Paula Dirkes is SOLAR'S unofficial organizer for
those interested in attending this year's Michigander,
but for the weekend ouly,

Forcarpool infd and for questions, cali Panla Dirkes
on (248) 399-9028.

Wilderness First Aid Course

This year's Wilderness First Ald course will be
1aking place from the evening of Friday, July 24th to
the evening of Sunday, July 26th. Oncc again, the
course will be taught hy Doug Brown of Michigan
Searchand Kescue. "Lhe course runs 16 1o 24 hours,
total. It is designed for those of us who will venture
beyond the comfort zone of 911! The course fee is
$80.00 and includes the wextbook and Friday and
Satorday night lodging at the Bald Mountain State
Recreation Area cabins. Call Michael Banks for
more details  on this valmable class. He can he
rcached on (248) 926-8939, or sce him at the July
meeling,

Advanced Backpacking Class

Do you want to know how (0 "survive and thrive’
beyond an overnight? Do you wani 10 know why
some trips succeed while others fail? Do you want
to know what it takes to ‘go wild' for a weck or
more? If you answered yes to any of these ques-
tions, the Advanced Backpacking Class is for you!

Designed tochalienge all backpackers. Thiscourse
will explore such subjecis as grcup dynamics, risk
management, and leadership skills.

This will be accomplished while planning 2 9 day
backcountry adventure, [n addition to this journey,
there will be 5 classes (4 evenings and 1 Saturday),
and 3 weekend shakedowns. It's a full schedule that
demands dedicadon.  The course fee is $75.00.
Class size is limited to 10 students.

The following qualifications apply (¢ ALL stu-
dents. The Trip Planning Seminar on July 15th is
a prerequisile. All students must be currently
cetified in Adult CPR before class #1. All
sindents mast he currently certified in Wilderness
First Aid {or the non-Wilderness egquivalent) be-
fore class #2. All lifi i

The course schedule is as follows:

Class#1 Wed. Jui 22
Shakedown Sat. & Sun.  Aug1&2
Class #2 Wed. Aug 19
Shakedown Sat. & Sun. Aug22 423
Class #3 Wed. Aug 26
Shakedown Fri. - Sun. Ang 28 - 30
Class #4 Thu. Sep 10

The Practical C DAYS Sep19-27
Class #5 Sat. Oct 3

Contact Michael Banks for further information on
(248) 926-8939



THE SOLAR RAY

About The RAY
The RAY is amonthiy publication of the SOLAR Cluband is provided free STEERING COMMITTEE
of charge to curment dues-paid members. Contributions in the form of | President ... Doug Lanyk 248 A34-4551
conments, Irip reports, recipes, photos and odginal articles are wekome, | Vice President ... Jonn Fadyk 248 541-0499
Th: deadline for next edition Of The Ray is 12 days after the menthly | Secretary ... Nancy Day 248 641-3863
geveral membership meeting.  Send al contributions 10 Tom Poster. 1:;5?;"“ Lledca ?;'k‘ g:: g:;’g;gg
SCLAR RAY editor, 24855 Woodridge 1D, Apl#20§, Faminton Hills, MRREE ovon e eslie Lardova i
MI 48335 - (248) 478-3069 Membership ... .. Mary Price 248 477-7547
- Equipment ... Pam Bauerle 248 546.2632
By-Lawe .._............. .. Laura Albin B10 226-82872
MEETING LOCATION Education ............... Harry Price 248 477-7547
The purpose of the SOLAR Club is to promote and advance :gt:i:rnay """""""" T:; LT’::; g:g g:i:g:g?
inlerest in the outdoors, through intormation, cducabon, and Programs' """""""""" Ramn Bates 810 083-4147
participation. Meetings are held on the [irst Tuesday of the Public Relatians _.....Mixe Banks 248 826-8439
month al the Colony Hall, iocated at 21780 Evergreen Rd,,
benween 8 and 9 Mile roads in Southfield, al 7:30 PM. Member- At Large
ship dues are: Steve Gardner 253 835-0438
$30 incivaidual, annually Mike Banks ——————— 248 YZ6-5939
$1%) for individual lifetime Cindy Hamison-Felix —313 722-3594
$45 unnually for a family Joan Westbrook 313 513-8454
225 lifetime for a family Joan Ryan —— 810 57.NIVF1
$ etime for a family Al Fylak BS2-7514
n——m—— 581-3858 ~
For mare wmformation aboul SOLAR, call: ’I;‘a:ré::;t:‘r;e ::3 539-8283 .
SOLAR CLJB HOTLINE Beb Westtraok 734 513-8454
24-howur Voice Mail (248) 988-6658 Bil Halvangis ———810 669-1911
Or visit us on the web: Peg Campbell ——— 248 344-1280
hitp:/ /members. Iripod.com /~solarclubi ..

SOLAR CLUB
#.0. Box 2438
Southfield, Ml 48037

GEINE & LESUE CORDOVA
14520 BORGMAN
OAK PARK MI 38137

SCHOUL OF QUTDOOR LEADERSHIP AND RECREATION
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