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Upcoming Event

North Manitou
Island Backpack
Memorial
Weekend

North Manitou Islanc is part of
Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes National
Lakestore. The island has a wide
variety of natural beauty as well as an
interesting human  history as
evklenced by the interesting place
names and ruins across the iskand.
There are 15,000 acres to explore
and hike around. The topography
varies considerably from low, sandy,
open dungs to rugged bluffs.

There is a varisty of wildlife an the
island, including daer, raccoons that
wil sleal your food, giver the
opportunity and the piping plover, a
shore bird which is an tha
endangered species fist, BUT NO
BEARSI! Fishing is permitted an
Lake Manitou, with a valid fishing
license.

Be prepared for a rustic backpackirg
experience, as you will need to harg
yaur fecod, purify your crinking watcr,
and bring a cook stove, as fires are
nat pemitted in the wilderness area.
Oh, and by the way, thare are ro
ouwhouses.

Cost of tha trip is $20 which will cover
the ferry ride over ‘o the island The
pa‘k service hes staned to chage lor
camping this year, the costwilt be $5
per night per site for camping. You

will be responsible for this cost, as it
15 NOT included in the $20 for the
ferry. You may choose to take the
farry over either Friday or Saturday
al 10.00 AM SHARP, returing
Monday at 11:10 Afld SHARPIi

Since this Island is very popular, |
will be making the ferry reservations
in April thus { need eveyone to pay
by the April meeting. After this time,
if you stifl want to go you will need to
make your own ferry reservatons.

At the May meeting | will have a list
ol people who are going on both the
Friday and Satucday ferry. Please
take a copy and try tc carpool as
much as possitle. Also, since there
will be a lot of people going on this
trip, we will need to praxtice minimal
impact camping, so try t¢ sct up
small (less than & peopie) hiking
groups. Remeber thal your group
will be regponsibla for thair own food
and gear {stoves, water filters, tents,
first aid, bear bag etc.) PLEASE
COME PREPARFDNIN

if you need additional informalion,
please contac’ Leslie Cordova al
{810) £47-562€

Please don't delay, as the ferry will
fill up quickly.

Upcoming Activity

Spring Bird
Migration at
Point Pelee

Mid-May Drings the word renownec
annual spring bird migration to Point
Pelee WNational Park in Onlario,
Canada. Saturday, May 17th we'l
meet to set up camp: then we van
hike, bird watch, bike, canoe, sun at
the heach, efc.

Sunday morning at dawn, we'll arise
to get an eardy jump on the bird
watching. We'll hike the birding trails
and try to identify as many birds as we
can. This is a great time of year to
hike the trails and also see many wild
flowers.

The cosl of the trip will be $15 and is
fimited tc the first 16 people to sign up
and pay In fuli, The cost includes your
camping anc continental breakfast on
Sunday mornng. For  further
infonmation, contact Cindy Harrnson-
Felix at (313) 722-3954.

Walleyball!!

Evely Monday night, 7-9 p.m. at
Bailey Recreation Center, Westland,
Wl. Contact Margaret Martin at (313}
721-2821 (home) or (313) 722-7620
work}.
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Upcoming Event

7th Annual
Fossil Hunting
Hike/Picnic

Join us on Sunday, July 27 for this
unique outing for your family or
yourself.  See beautiful woods,
exciting waterfalls, walk down a fossil
stream and swim in the Humn Rlver in
Arkona, Ontario, about 2 hours from
Royail Cak. 1ve sponsored this 1rip
the past six years and everyons
always has tons of fun; its a day to
remember! We will tour their
museum, share a potiuck lunch
(about 1:30) then go for a hike whch
begine under their 35 foot waterfall,
dewn the stream to the fessil fields.
Tris trip is open to all.  Contact Jim
Gifix at {810} 539-04890 for mere
information.

Did You Know?

By presenting your membership card
at any of the area retalers listed
telow you will be entitled to special
discounts reserved for SOLAR
members. These discounts vary from
store to slore and its always dest to
check with the manager on duty at the
lime o” purchase,

Joe's Army-Navy Surplus,
Royal Qak, Pontiac, and Warren
Moosejaw Qutfitters,
Keego Hatbor
Surplus City,

Berkley and Westland
Venture Qutdoors,
Plymouth

SOl AR Page on
hERN L REeVeD at.

http fimerrbers tricod. com/~solarclab1

1997-1998
SOLAR Steering
Commitee
Nominations

PRESIDENT: i1 precide at meetings
of the Club and Stesning Committee,
and other dutles pertaining lu Whis
office. Running for President: Mike
Banks

VICE PRESIDENT: to praside at
meetings in the absence of the
president, and other duties
pertaining o th 3 office. Running for
Vice-Presidenl:  Cyndy Erickson,
Margaret Martin

SECRETARY: to inform
membership of meetings, record the
minutes of Steering Committee
maetings, make required reports,
carry on necessary
carrespondence, and other duties
pertaining to this ofice  Running for
Secretary: Linda Burke
TREASURER: (o have custody of all
funds: accounting for the same by
written report at the Steering
Committee meelings, to maintain an
inventory reccrd, and other duties
pertairing to tre office. Runnirg for
Treasvrer: Susan Gaydos
ACTIVITIES: to develop activities
and assist in cairying out those
approved by the  Steering
Committee in keeping with the
purpose of the Club, to estabiish and
maintain guidelines znd to make
subsequent determinations ©1
"Steering Commilltee  approved”
artivitiag ceveloped by members of
the Club. Runniag for Activities:
Leslie Cordova

BYLAWS: to review periodically the
Bylaws to defermine what, if any,
clanges should ke made to meet
the changes in time. Running for
Bylaws: Harry Price

SOLAR Ray to be responsibe for
the publication of The SOLAR Ray.
to work with other committees and

groups to promotc the club and its
activities, and to organize and publish
other materials as desmed necessary
for the good of the dub. Running for
Communications: Nancy Day, Jim
Youig

EDUCATION: to develop and
coordinzte the educational program
of the Club, 10 approve or selecl lhe
qualfied pecple lo instruct these
procrams ang to explore new areas
that may be of interest to members of
the Club. Running for Education:
Lester Mok

EQUIPMENT: to establish and
maintain  gquidelines  for  the
procurement and use of all physical
properties of the Club, to maintain
inventonies, to moniter the condition
of, and to regulate the use and
storage of siich properties.  Ruoning
for Equipment: Bob Graram
MEMBERSHIP: to strengthen and
expand the membership in the Club,
tc maintain =ccurate 2nd updated
membership recards, to mainlain and
update mailing lists and mailing
labeis, to provide new members witn
infoimaliun and appropriate materials
pertaining to the Club. Running for
Membership; Mary Price
HISTORIAN: to compile and mantain
a record of club aclivities utilizing all
necassary documentaticn methcds o
extol the {ulfiimert of the stated
purpose of the Club. Ruaning for
Historian: Dave Foerster
PROGRAMS: to arrange for
presentations at the monthly Club
meetings, in keeping wit1 the pupose
of the Club. Running for Programs:
Karen Bates

PUBLIC RELATIONS: lo disseminate
information about the Club, includirg
press releases, class
anrouncements, ec. Running for

Public Relations: Jehn Fedyck, Doug
Laryk




Upcoming Event

MS 150,
July 12-13, 1997

Come fide with me in the MS 180 and
raise funds for Multiple Sclerosis
research. My name IS Jeff and | am
the captain far the SOL AR team

On Saturday, July 12 we will depart
from Northville Downs and riding 75 to
100 miles (with resl stops every 10 to
12 miles} to arrive in Zast Lansing.
Ovzrnight accommadations and
meals are provided by Michigan Stale
Unversity. Sunday aftcr breakfast,
we will leave MSU and ride back to
No-thvile completing the 150 to 200
milss,

We wil need at east four people
riding to ba a team. ) have registration
foros for you of you can cail the VS
150 hotline at 1-800-24/-¢/382 and
=ign pp on tha SOLAR team.

Registration fee Is $30 before May 2
ang $35 afler. If you do not ride then
be a sponsor fer one who is riding.

Your Captain,
Jeff Enterkin
(810) saon to be {248) 399-0698

Mountaineering
Partner Wanted

| am lkeaking for a person or PErsons
to climb a couple of 14,000 foot peaks
in Colorado late sumimer o early [all
of this vyear. You must be
experienced in mountaineering, ie.
crampon technique, rope handiing,
glacier travel, etc. and willing ta go on
a couple of compatahillty treks this
summer. ) intercsted, pleaese contact
Robert S. Graham at (313) 248-8764
(days) or (313) 452-733 (evenings).

7 Wednasday
9-11 Weekend
9-11 Weekend
17-2€ Weak long
17-18 Weekend
22-25 Weekend

23-26 Weokend

May

1 Thursday Backpacking Class, Benchmark
Leslie Cordova, (812)-547-5626

24 ‘Weekend Shakedown Hike, Adv. Backpacking , Location
TBD, Cindy Harrison-Felix (313} 722-39%4

24 Weekend Rock Climbing Class Practical )t
Rattlesnake Point, Jim Young (810) 726-3252

b Tussday General Membership Mesting, Colony Hall,

Southfield, Mike Banks [313) 425-5169
Advanced Backpack Class, Mike and Cindy's,
Inkster, Cindy Harrison-Felix {(313) 722-3994
Backpacking Practial ll, North Manitou Island
Leslie Cordova, (810) 547-5626

Rock Climbing, Rattlesnake Paint,

Jim Young {81C) 726-3253

Adv. Backpack Practical, Location TBD.
Cindy Harrison-Felix {313) 722-3994

Bind Migratlon/Camping Trip, Poinl Pelee
Margaret Martin, (313) 721-2821

“* White Water Rafting, Cheat Rivar, WV,
Jounnie Kustisliak (517) 458-7569

North #anitou ksiand, Sackpacking, L.efand, M,
Leslie Cordova {810) 5£7-5628

Upcoming Event

Personal
Challenged

In June, | am Icading a Personal
Challerge Trip. Located in a tranqui
wooded seiting. Starr's Low Ground
initiativas and High Ropes Courses
challenge individuas to be the best
that they can be. Partcipants work
in tasks, whick eal for risk taking.
problem solvinc, communication ang
trust.

The initiatives resemble an obstacle
course, but are based on a non-
competitive teamwork concep:. A
series of group orented tasks make
up the low, or ground initiative
activities. Two ropes courses
prcvide a series of obstacles, one 28
and tha other 35 feet off the ground.
Ropes. cables and legs must be
traversed by partcipants in such

activities as the bucking log, balance
beam, Burma Bndge, hour glass, flea
jump and Tarzan Swing. Each course
provides an intonsc cxperignce,
which requires facing onz's fears and
making decisions under pressure.
The perceived danger creates a

stress level that intensifies the
attitudes and behaviors of
participants. After tasks are

completed, group members and Starr
staff discuss feelings and the day's
activities.

This aclivily is open to SOLAR
members ages 25 to 83 The cost is
$35 and you pack a funch. We ar
scheduled for their outdoor course,
but in bad weather, we will use ther
indoor course.

The day is Saturday, June 14, 9:30
am to & pm (it takes about two hours
1o get there}, the limit is 12 people
Sign up at the May or June SCLAR
meetings ©- centact Jim Glifix for
more informatior: at (810) 533-0489.



Abcut the Ray

Tha Ray is a manthly pablication of the SOLAR Ciub and is
pravided frae of charge 1o the cumrant dues paid members,

DEADLINE for The Ray ia tha aecond Friday afler the
genaral mesting for the follbwing oonths edition.
Curlibukons in the form of comments, trip repons, recipes,
ptolos or oqiginal arickes are welcoma. Send al
contributiuns 0. Steve Qardusr, SOLAR Ray Editar,
24323 Buchanan Ct. #1560 Farmingtan Hilis, M 48335 o
cal Steve at (310) 442-0768, cr send E-mail w

sfgardner@earthlink.nat

Meeting Location

The purpose of the SOLAR Club & (o promota and aivance
Interest i the outdoors thraugh information and participation.
Meetings are hekd on tre fint Tuesday of the month at the
Colony Fall, located at 21780 Evergreen Rd n Soulhfiedd,
betwaean 8 & 9 Ml Roads at 7:30 PM  SHARP.
Membership dues are $30 indwvidual annually, or $100
Ingdlvidual lifetime.

For mare information about SOLAR call he

SOLAR Club Hotline
24 Hour Yoice Mail: (810) 988-6558

SOLAR CLUB
PO DOX 2430
SOUTHFIELD MI 48037

STEERING COMMITTEE

PBsidant .o e Mike Baks 1 (313) 235-8128
Vise Preecident .. ... Doug Lanyk / {810} 5244551

Secrelary s e s e Cindy Harriscn-Falix £ {313) 722-38%4
Treasumer e e e et e e . Cyndy Erickson / (313) 397-3240
Activities e e e Leslie Cardova / (£10) 547-95626
Mernbership i e e eenn. MBIy Price ¢ (810) 477 Y647
Equipmenl ..o e Mike Felix f (313) 722.3994
Bylaws ... e e e e Ilamy Prca / [B10) 477-7547
Education .o, Bob Graham  (313) 453-7313
SOLARRay .. ........ e e eaman Sleve Gaiduer / (810) 5474350
Histonian Oave Foarstar f (313) 453-0692
Programs Magaret Martin 7 (313) 721-2821
ATLGMYE e

Sindy Harmisen-Felp{313| 722-3494 Steve Gardner / (810) 442-0758
Boh \Westhrook / {313) 513-8454 Joan Westhrook f{313) 513-8454
Mo DeFrance f{810) 228-8283 Larry Martir / (313) d31-3556

Bill Halvangis ! (910) 663-1911 A Fylak 7 852-714

Joan Ryar / (810) 57DIVE1

i ycu would lite to assisi with any 3f the above pasitions, ¢all ths appapriate
corrmittes chaimpenson.
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