Review

An Adventure of
a Lifetime

By Meargare! Martin

As we headed southward that sunny
Saturday in April we had no idea
what was to come. The six of us,
Jannie Kostiashak, Ron, Quin, Carol
Qunn, Linda Rosa, Pat Golden and |,
had b2en planning this trip down to
the Greal Smokies for months. Ve
wanted to see the spring wildfiowers.
| had greal plans. Carol and | would
talk apoaut birds, Linda anrd | would
identify flowers while Ron took
fantastic picluies as usual.

The first few days were greal. The
weogalher was in the sevenlies during
the day and cool a: night. The
gdogwoods were blooming al over
Deep Creek campground, which was
almost emply except for us. In fact,
most of the park was emply. We
spent the first day visiting Clingman’s
Dame and cother sigh's, then it was
up the Nolan Creek trail for our firs
day back-couniry.

Some of he advantages of going 10
the Smakies in April arz iral the
wildflowers are cut, there is 10 one
on {re frails, and the rivers are
fovely. Some of the disadvantages
are that the craeks look more {ke Old
Man River and even the rangers
haven't been up the trails yet to clear
the trees that were downed in iast
year's humicane.

Cn day one, we hiked unlil mid
afternoon then set up camp. |t

happened to be Linda's birthday, so
Jonnig had brought her camp oven
and we had fresh pineapple uoside
down cake, wath candies, and the
pary was fun. The next day was the

most challenging hiking we
encountered. We had to cross the
same creek several times and climd
over many trees before reaching
our campground. Thal was the only
dey it rained. |t was slill warm
erough W wea shorls, quile
gifferent from the cold weather and
harrer irees we'd left behind.

On day three, we changed to the
Pole Creek Road tral and &5 we
passed the summit in the moming,
we felt elated. N would be all
downhilt f-om there, The tral was
beautful even though there were
many irees in the trail. Then there
was the really BIG tree in the trail.
Faced wilh a tree whose diameter
was taller than any of us, four chose
to go dow into the ravine, cross the
creek and come back up ire
embankment on the other side,
wriiie two of us chose to hoist our
packs over ‘he roots and chmb
throngh tha muddy ditt. We'll never
Know which way was easier.

On h2 other side of the treg, we met
Trea. She was sitting wilh her back

- and basically in need of help. She'd

on 3 tre2 with na shaes, wel clothing

gone for a day hike he day Lefore

‘withoul fooc or waler and had gotten

lost, then had fallen off the irail.
Carol quickly pulled out water,
peanut butter and a fleece. After a
guick check, It app2dred Thed was
badly injured and in shock. She
insisted on trying to walk down the
irail. but soon fell. eo we finally
invenied a litter out of packs, anc
tried cammying her as nignt fell. The
trail was tno narcow for 1hal to work
effectively, so finally we camried her
plggy-back duwn the trail, through
anciher creek and ovér 3 narrow foot
bridge 1o the campsite where Linda
hao dinaser waiting. She anc Pai had
set up everyone's fenis, put up the
bear bag, and kept the varmints vul
while Jonnie and Carol made the
litter and Ron and | waited with Thea.

After a restless night we gct up
early, helped Jonnie and Carol {the
fastest hikars) pack, and wished
them well as they headed up the hill
to get the rangers. Linda and Pat
packed up more slowly and headed
oul, 1oo. Ron, Thea and | spent the
day relaxing. Thes tumed out to be
an intelligent lady lrom Indiana with
3 sharp wit and an exlesive
knowledge of pholography. The
merning passed quielly, then Thea's
health deleriorated and then finally
she fell asieep. Tre range-s anived
in a trail vehicle around 4:00,
assessed Thea's candition. packed
her inlo the vehicle and too< our
packs with mem. 11 was about two
hours before sunsel when Ron and |
headed oul. Ve reached the

(Gee Lifetime, page 2)
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trailhcad jusl after the ambulance
teft and the rangers gave us a nde
back to tre graup.

Our last two days were spent
relaxing and sightseeing, mosily in
vehicles since we all seemed to be a
ittle sore. We headed norlh and
relumed to tre Detroit area Sunday
aflemoor.

Howr will | remember the Smokies? 1
will remember the cogwoods, and
Linda's narty I will remmember
Carol's Motlo "I'm o1 vécation.” |
will weinember the talents of each
person who wenl and how, when we
really needed it, everyone worked as
a great team | will remnember Trea
for har courage, ner iumof, and her
patience. vve all wish hel weil.

Review

Personal
Challenge

By Fam Northrup, Marti Schamburg,
Sandy Dewuil

Your mission. should you desire to
accepl il ... {Misson Impossibla
hem song swells)

On the cool, slighlly breezy, Sunday
morning of Apnl 14, some of us
garly, otners late and still others not
at all -- we came iogether on (he
campus of Starr Commoenwe3ith
Collage in Alhon, ready to lest
ourselves physicélly, Meniaily,
emctionalty, on ®1e ¢round, in the air
as a group and individually.

When Jay. our facilitator, arrived
some of us grabbed his belongings
and rushed hir up to ‘he building
where we would beq n our day, so he
could open the coor and show us the
shortest roul to the rest rooms. Afler
the necessilies were 1aken care of,
we settled oursalves in a circle on
the floor and Jay hagan messing
with our minds.

We played a few games 1o get 10
know 2ach olher beller. Our Qroup
censisled of: Mati the Mongoose,
Jay Jumping bean, Sandy squirrel,
Pam Piranha, Pam Porpoise, Linda
Lioness, Fred Fawn, Dave Duck,
Tammy Tigress, Jeff Jack-o-lope,
Dave Dolphin, Jim Wolf (ene af
liese niust be misspelled) and Cindy
Chickadee.

With our minds a bit fuzzy and
confused, we collecled our gear,
phed Into (he "new" college van and
piocesded to the building that
houses the indoor high-ropes course.
We slarted by putting tagelher A
contract on the board that stated the
characler stics 1that we felt wouid
hetp build twelve individuals irto
one. We then all placed our Jon
| lancock to lhe contract, shook
hands and vowed i¢ be there for
each other. One-on-One "trust-
d-ills" were practiced next. These
drilis required leaning into, falling
toward each Jther., praying for that
trust factor to kick in.

Group parlicipation games fallowed
Jay had the 1twelve 0 US

conlempiating, as we tried to gel at
least ane of each of our feet on a
(hree foo: platform. 'Ae stood back
and pattcd ourselves on the back

E

and said yreat job, only to discover
that was st the beginning. O
next task was an 18 inch sguare
platform, then a 12 hy 12, After afot
of tria! and error we can proudly say
we did it. (Dic you really think we'd
teill you how?)

Now it was timer for .lay to show LS
hew 10 propery pul on oUW harness
ard sefety gear. The high -opes
ccurse is designed to challenge
each indivdual's  endurance,
judgment, and fears though
obstacles suspended 35 feet above
the graund. Some of 1he group {nut
us) climbed up and went through the
course asif it were second nature "o
lhemn. () might have to d¢ wih
Darwit's Thecry.) Jack-a-Lope Jeff
actualy cid jumging jacks on e
balance heam. Others were doing
some of the stuff with their eyes
closed. We assumed it had to be a
sige effect of the thin air at such a
high altitude.

Unfartunately. time ran out aid we
were orced to return 1o 1hs salely of
solid ground. Everyone |efl with the
feeling that they had gone beyod
their own sclf imposed handicaps

and coisiderec the day-107g
experience and themselves a
SICTessS




Review

April at Point
Pelee

By Jim Gilfix

On Aprl 21 thireen Solarites met al
Poinl Pelee for a train ride to explore
their nature center and gift store.
ithe:r heaches, and "The Tip" whick
i5 the southern-most poinl ir
mainland Canada. We shared &
grand lunch then hiked the marsh
area. The faur kids tried their best to
catch a turtle, but only had success
with a few fish (and quickly
released). The weather was coaol
and cloudy, then wamm and mnstly
surny. This year we even had a
bonus; once again Pam Maxey
shcwed up but this year she found
the group!

| wanted to thank Jim and Elaine and
their kids fer joining us, Erka for he-
leadarship among tha kids and
Natalie, the little hummer, fo-
wearing such a colcrful jacket, which
was pe-fect for pictures

Review

Kid-Trip to
Kensington

By Jim Gilfix

On Sunday, May 5, ten Solarites met
at Kensignton Metro Park. We
waiked on numerous nature trails
and saw all manner of wildlife from
herds of deer to rabbits, squirrels,
birgs, and blue herons. We even
shared lunch with a raccoon who
preferred the honey-mustard gip to
the salsa. We were unable o fly
kites die 1o the |ack of wird, so we
visiled the petting farm inst2ad.

-

ACTIVIIITS CALENDADRY

June:
1 Saturday
4 Tuesday
512,19,28 Weds
79 Weekend
11  Tuesday
14-16 Weekend
16,22 Saturdays
18 Sunday

July

North Country Trail Quest Kick Off Event,
Hudson Lake Recreation Area, Morenci, MI,
Marco Scareita (3° 3) 823-8564

General Membership Mesting, Coiony Hall,
Southfield, Mike Banks {313) 425-5168

Wildamees Survival Skills Clags, Felix's House, :

Inkster, M1, Mike Felix (313) 722-39%4

Rock Climblng, Rattlesnakz Prov. Pk,

Jim Young (810) 731-2504

Advanced Backpacking Class, Felix's House,
Inkster, Cindy FHarrison Felix (313} 722-3004
Port Crescent State Park Camping {KF), Port
Austin, M, Jim Gilfix {810) $39-2489

Canoe Paddling Class, Doug's House,

Doug Lanyk (810) 634-4551

Sanllac Petroglyphs State Park (KF), Saniiac,
MI, Jim Gilfix (810) 539-0489

2 Tuesday
4.7 Weekend

1214 Weekend

General Membership Meating, Colony Hall,
Southfield, Mike Banks (313) 425-5168
Deamn Lake State Rec Area Camping {(KF),
Indiana, Jim Gifix {810) 538-0438
Wildermess Survival Skills Class Practical,
Mike Faiix [313) 722-39%4

5.7 Weekend Rock Climbing, Ratliesnake Prov. k.,
Jim Young (810) 731-2504
1¢  Sunday 6th Annual Fossil Hunt {(KF}), Canada,
Jim Gilfix (810) 53¢-0488
2B-28 Weekend Caving in Kentucky, Olive Hill KY,
Loslie Cordova (810) 547-8826
August
6 Tuesday General Membership Meeting, Colony Halt,
Sauthfield, Mike Bznks (313) 425-5169
911 Weekend Rock Climhing, Annual Summer Festvities ;
Rattlesnake Pruy. Pk., Jim Young {#10) 731-2504 §
30-8 September Caanoe Trip, Quetico Provincial Park ;

Tom Dunn, (313) 424-4212

* Denotes a Non-SOLAR activity
KF ="Kid Friendly”, aclivities appropriale for kids and paren's.

t you wnisld like to help plan or lead an activity. please contact Leslie
Cordova al (810) 547-5626 (H) or (810) 801-1711 (W).

SOLAR has a “No Refund” policy, however, if you arz unable to atterd
an activity, you may "Sell Your Spot® 1o another SOLAR Cluk member.
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Upcoming Class

Paddling Basics

Canoeing is a great way to; A) Have
‘un, B) Gel down river, C) Go fishing.
D) Enjoy life, E) Gel wet, F) All of the
above. f you passed ihis t2st, and
don'i know how 1o paddle a canoe in
a straight line, you are ready for the
SOLAR Paddling Class.

The first day we wll be nn a lake
leaming; basic canoe safety, how to
make d cange go shaight, how o tun
when and only when you want to, how
o upright your ciaft after your partner
swamps you and hew teé come back
from a cande ouling on speaking
lerms with your pafnner. This wil bDe
fotllowed by the requisite pot Juck
dinner. (Too much food).

Day 2 will be on a river t¢ experience
what the curmeni will do with your new
skills; same lighl white water will he
available (Pray for rain the week
befue the class) 10 gel some paclice
getting wet. Class dates will be June
tSth and Jurne 22nd. Sign ups witl be
at the May and Jute SOLAR
meeings. Cost will oe minimal. For
more infarmation, call Doug Lanyk at
i810) 634-4551. Lets hit the water!
Yeall!

Upcoming Activity
Caving in
Kentucky with
“Cordova the
Barbarian™!

Back by pcpular demand we are
going caving again i Northaast
Kentucky. The dates are July 2€-28,
|99&1" The plan is 1o diive down to
Qlive Hill, KY on Friday {7 hour dirve)
énd stay at Carrcll's inn Motel.

Saluwday moring we will g¢ {0
ureaktast at the iftamgus Janes
Urive-in, {delicious food at very low

prices), then go directly to some

caves, mostly on private property,
for 5-8 hours of caving. Expect
more of ihe same on Sunday, wilh
d sSlup back al Jumes Dave-m cn
the way home f(or the dest mik
shakes and cobblers you've ever
tasted.

We shiould be heading back o
Detrgit at 2:00 or 3:00 p.m. This trip
involves  prolonged  crawling
through small canst-icted
passages, some of which may
contain waler. The rewards are a
great physicel challenge, and ycu
will probably see lots of bats, cave
crickets, and  wvery inleresting
formations.

You must be in good physical
conditior to psrlicipate in ths
activity. Cquipment needed: ald
coveralls, or any type of loose
fitting clothing, kne2 and elbow
pads glcves, baots that cover the
ankle, hard hat with chin strap
{SOLAR can provige), 3 sources of
Lght, one must be maunted on your
hard hat iduct tape works well), ard
extra baticrigs.

The cost ot the trip 1S $55 Sign ups
will be taken al the May SOLAR
Membership mesating. For further
information call Leslie Coxlova
{alias "Cohen the Barbarian™) at
(810) 547-5626.

waorkshops, instruction, boat trials,
demonsirations, and guided tngs.

Registration is $65 before July 151
and $30 alles What date. For furlher
information contact Cathy Susan at
(313) 668-2437.

Great L.akes Sea
Kayak

Symposium
The dates for the 12th annual
Greal Lakes Sea  Kayak

Symposium are July 18-21, 19986 at
Grand Mara:s, Michigan (On tre
South Shore of Lake Superior in
Michigan's Upper Peninsula. At the
easl border of Pictured Rocks
Notionat Lakeshore). The
symposium will include lectures,

Upcoming Activity
Sanilac Petroglyphs
State Park

Or June 16, 1996 join SCLAR for a
day trip to Sanilac Petraglyphs State
Park (Kid Friendly). In lhe sandstone
ouicroppings rear the south fark of
the Cass River in Michigan's Thumb,
aboriginal arists left the only
prehistoric rock carvings found in
Michigan.

Experts estimete that, al feast 1,000
year ago, Michigan's eary human
inhabitants carved ihe wildl fe figures,
hunting scenes and animal tracks ae
part of 8 huniing ritual or to record
dreams and visicns. Most 01 lhe
carvings are near the parkmg lot. but
there is a 2 mile traii that winds
arounc the park and twice crosses a
branch of the Cass River along
stepping stones. Eight inlerpretive
posts line the walk. They explain
different pans of a Chippewa village
In-days-gone-by.

The quiet seauty and solitude of the
Cass River especially al the back of
ihe park where Jarge maples and
other hardwoods arch across the
stream--pravides the perfect setting
to contemplate ihe strange and
fascinating record efi by people whe
passed through Michigan hundreds of
years befare the new world was
discovered.

We'll meet at the parking lot at 1p.m.
and finish about Sp.m. This wiil be a
good family outing for the day, or the
last day of a g~cat weckend camping
trip (see otner artic e in Ray). This irip
is FREE and open to alt. Contacl Jm
Gilfix tor more information.



Camping in the
Thumb

June 14-16, 19¢6, camping at (he
Tip-of-the-lhumb, Michigan;, pus
hiking, c¢anoeing, fishing and
swimming. Here is a weekend Irip
almed at small children o youny
teens, bul there are many things for
adulis 1o do, if they are in the mcod
for a slower pace.

[he sand dunes along Lake Huron
are perfect for hikers with short leqs
and small arms. We will be
sperding the wee<end at Port
Crescen: State Park. In the mid-
1800's Port CresCen: was a
hnoming lumbering and fishing
town, it was known for ils salt wells,
{ine sand and good cocks. Toeday, it
is one of the most scenic and
unusual state parks alonc Lake
Huron. As the asl remnants and
iesidents of the town vanished in
Ine 1930's their 181 space
camparound now occupies the site
of a ghosl town whose ramains are
marked oniy by a fcw brick-chimney
{jombstones. Dee to this we will
listen to ghOS'[ stories aimed at smal!
children, on Saturday night, at aur
campfire.

We will arrive at the campground
Friday, June 14 and hopefully will
be able to get some of the "premium
sites" siluated right off the beach.
On Saturday we will play. Tris park
has 3 miles of aimost pure white
beach along Saginaw Bay, with
dunes wnich are said te be ke soft
mountains o be climbed and
sonquered. The sweeping
panoramras that the high perzhes of
sand grovides are wonderful.
Wilcflowers and bird-life ikrive in
the wetlands {hat border the river
here.

Throughout the park, birdwatchers
can spol waterfowl, songbirds and
shorebirds, ncluding the relatively

The

rare piping plover. Huron
Audukon Scciety maintains nesting
sites for winged visitors—from blue
birds to ¢spreys. Pichic decks sit
atop a boardwalk that weaves
among the dunes.

Of course lhese is swimmng in the
genlle waves and hasking in the
sun. The Pinnebog River, which
flows fivm sputh to north as it
erpties into Saginaw Bay can be
canoed. There is a canoe livery
located just oulside the park. This
river can also be fished for bass,
panfish and narthern plke. Also n
Port Austin boats ¢an be chartered
fo- perch and trolling Lake Huron for
salmon and lake trout is also
available.

Most of tne hiking takes place in
their wooded interior of jack pine
and oak trees. The park has 3 miles
of hiking trails. Their figure-8 loop
winds thrcugh wooded dunes along
ihs Finnebog River and passas
several scenic  viewpoints  of
Saginaw Bay. You wil| be crossing
ithe old iron bridge over the Ol
River Channel. In 1388 the park
addcd a 0.75 mile exercise 1rail wilh
10 staticns. There is also a
beardwalk that provides
handicapped visitors access across
the dunes to cbservation decks and
picnic tables above the beach. This
park is fisied in the book “Michigan's
Best Qutdoor Adventures wilh
Children" and should make for a
wonderful outdoor weekend for
families and olher SOLAR Folks.

Should the weather be Nct-the-best
for outdoor time there are may sice
irips in the area. While the troiling
boats for saimon and lake troul can
he a kit axpensive, the "party boats”
or chertered boats for perch are fine
fur youny anglers. They lake
anywhere from 20-30 anglers from
one reef in the bay to the next until
they find a mese cf yelow ballies, ar
perch and then the fAshing can be
fast a1a tunous. s ype of fishing
is ideal for six or seven year old

anglers as {hc party boals arc large
enough for children to gel up and
wal< around plus there is a tathroom
on board. They often have special
prices 1or families. You can rent a
pole and bait is included.

Also there is Porl Austin 9 miles to
ihe east. This town resembles a
painting of a fishing vilfage with ils
wide, shady  slreets. Finan's
drujstore has a soda feantain dating
back to lhe 1240's, Caseville to the
west is a busy harbor with its share of
resiaurants and craft and antiques
shops, Finally Iheie is Bad Axe 17
miles to the south.

Sunday, if the wealher is not starmy,
we will pack up and go to the Sanilac
State HiIstoric Site, 30 miles W the
soulh. Oncz there we will view the
1.090 year old petroglyph's, or the
prchistoric  rcck  carvings  the
abcriginal  artists left. The only
carvings in Michigan. For more on
1his unique park, see saparaie aficle.

This weekend shoukd be a ot of fun,
adventure for little people, and 2
gocd rest for the rest of us. Contact
Jim Gilfix a: (810) 539-C489 for more
informeztion. Those choosing to ge
camping will reserve and/or pay for
thiz on your own. We will have the
traditional pot-luck Saturday dinner.
There is no pay-ahead costs. Sign up
al the May and June SOLAR
meetings.

Walleybali!!

Every Monday night, 7-8 p.m. at
Bailey Recreation Cemer, YWeslland,
MI. Cantacl Margaret Martin at (313)
721-2821 (home) or {313} 722-7620
(wark).
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Upcoming Activity

Fossil Hunt

8y Jim Giffix

On July 14, 1996 we will be once
again meeting at Arcoia, Canada for
the 6th annual fossi hunt, This thg is
perfect for kids as youig as 4 and for
adulls s oid as5...well 72.

The fossil hunt wit consist of a briet
hike A fossil search. apot-luck (which
is usually awsom) and games. Afler
lunchs, we will shiower in 4 eir 35 oot
waterfall, -hen walk down the stream
tunting for and finding many fossils.
It is evenpossible for the young (at
heart} to go under the falls in places,
Bring your ungeraater cameras as
everything gets wel on this par of the
trip. This is a free trip end all are
encouraged to attend.

For those of you who ke 1> plan
ahead, Ihere is also an opitan to camp
at the Rock Glen Family Resorl
cempground across the strzet. This is
a famly campgrotnd an has ions of
kids a! over. Thier pkone number is
{519) 328-3456 ani if you're planning
on camping now is the time to bcok
your own spot! They charge about
$25 a nicht, and this fea includes
campsight, water fre-pit (but { planto
hotd a BIG campfire which will include
food anc ghost stories). The
camegroud also has an indocr pcol,
an outdoor pool, a ho! tub, a sauna,
free mini-golf, playgrounds, modern
bathrcoms, hot showers a game
room and its very close to (he fossil
park. If you can't camp, there is a
mntel town the black and yon can still
come by on Saturday night for the
sturies, food, and vther fun For more
in‘ormation ca'l Jim Gitfix.

Upcoming “Kid Friendly”
Trips!!

August - Raillesnaks, swild. eat,
Games. Seplember - camp, day
cenoe. scavenger hunt October ~

rta.icween hayrides/stones.

L T TIPS,
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Upcoming Event

Fishing Fun

By Jim Gitfix

Every kid shoutd catch a fish in
sunmer. Fof that matler, £0 should
every adul.. Some of us don't have
the lime 0" 1he eqaipment to go o
the lake and sit for hours and hope
to catch something. Well, if you
desire something easier, this trp is
for yan

We wilt ineet al the Spring Valley
Trout Farm jus: west of Ann Arkor in
Dexter on Sunday, July 28. They
provide the poles. 2ail, buckets and
il needed, peogle 1o bait your hooks
ant remove them ‘rom the fish you
caich. Nearly everyane gets lucky
al Spring Valley. Those who don't,
have ¢ last resort: a small heavily
stocked pool called “the Kiddies
rang-, Vvhile tnishing s fun,
caching fish is mare fun! You and
your kids will catct fish on this trip.
The fishing is free, you pay for what
yau cztch, no throw-backs. ~heir
adoress is 12190 Island Leke road,
Dexter. Fhore is (313)-428-4772.
Cell THEM for bettar direct ons.

If ihe weather is nce we can Qo to
Gallup Park in Aan Arpor and
perhags rent canoces. Or, they 1ave
supert: pley siructures, or we can
hike, sil by 1he water and watch the
ducks. We may also picnis here to
cook the fish we catch.

If the weather is NOT nice, we can
go to the Fands on museum in Ann
Aroor. Think of this as 2 foanr-story
playroom with a purpose, with the
bubble capsule, shadow wall,
computer games, giant zipper, and
lols mrore of fun and interesting

playthings.

W2 can grab dinner al Zingermans
Deli if we cannot cook our fish, then
head for home. Contact Jim Gitfix
for more informaticn.

[T
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Upcoming Class

Wilderness
Survival Skills
(or surviving
with Mike Felix!)

Wan{ to learn the basic skiils
necessary for wilderness survival?
Then sign up for the SOLAR
Wiltemess Survival Skills class.

This class will he held the faur
Wednesdays in June (5, 12, 19 28,
at Mike Felix's Housa, Such skills as
fire buildirg, waler and fooc
procuremen:, shelter building, etc
will be taught

The final practical will be a weekend
WJuly 12-14) of simulated survival
situations in order 10 practice wha:
you've leamed in the class. The cos:
of the class will be $55 and sign ups
witl be taken at the May SOLAR
mnembership meeting For fudher
nformation contacl Mike Felix ai
‘313) 722-3994.

Point Peele Bird
Migration Update

00k forward to 1ext moath's SOLAR
Ray for a review from the Point Felee
Bird Migraton weekend. Several
SOLAR members clain to have
made nume-ous sightings of the not-
so-rare Azure Throaled Polyester
Bunling. As ihis fascinating specias
is easily confused wilh the less
common Iadigo Bunting, our group
was inceed fortunate io have the
services of Cindy Harrison-Fefix to
point out the subtle yet distinct
differences.



SOLARs 20th
Anniversery Year
North Country
Trail Effort

1896 marks a milestong in SOLAR
hislory as our 20th anniversery. To
help celebrale in hue SCQLAR style
we've hatched an elaborate scheme
to hike the North Country Trail as it
winds it’s way (hrough eur home
stale of Michigan.

The olan is t3 stat from across the
border in Ohio by a few steps (Marco
said one bike Iength, just to make it
cfficial) on National Trails Day, in
June 1886. We'll then plan trips
throughout the following Iweslie
monihs that vall cover the entire 872
miles (the targesl segmenl in any
one state) and to drop packs in
Wisconsin on National Trails Day in
June 1997.

Don’t be su-prised If one of the
seclion chiefs apprcaches you to
plan a trip through their area. It can
ba ANYTHING you'd like to do and
any lenglh trip you're comforlable
with. kven day trips are possible on
virtually any segcment of the trail
Just park a zar at either end and
spend the day on the trail,

¥ée can't encourage you enough to
buy into this plan. It will 1ake quite a
lot of effort to see ths through and
we'll be neecing you: help. IT you
have an idea for a trip, ANY trip, that
can be done n SOLAR styie on the
North  Country  Trail, PLEASE
contact the approoriale section ch ef
and votunteer! The rcre people
that cet involved. the less wark fails
on any one person.

Southern L.P.

Marco Scarpetia (313) 823-8564
Central L.P.

Mike Banks {313) 425-41€9

Northarn L.F.

Leslie Cordova (810) 547-5626
Eastern U.P.

Marie Crow {§10) 54 7-4948
Cantral U.P,

Steve Gardner (810) 547-4988
Western U,P,

Bob Graham (313) 453-7313

Upcoming Eveni

Deam Lake Trip

By Jim Citfix

This is an 2pdate for the July 4
weeakand trip Some changes rave
occurred. Ve will not be staying at
Clifty Falls, instead we will be cainping
at Deam Lake State Recreation Area.
This also is in Southem Indiana.

The camping for this trip will be in
modem electical siles with tolets and
hot showers, an arts program, fishing,
nature center, boat rentals, swimming,
playground equipment, wind surfing
and hiking trails.

The many outdnor activities in the
area include a boat ride in the Twin
Caves at 3pring Mill Slale Park,
Hiking at Donaldson Cave Gorge and
swimming, Bliespring Caverns
featuring the longest navigable
underground dver in the US, Marengo
Cave with the Crys:at Palace andg
totem pole stalagmites, the Wyandotte
Cave System with extremely rare and
exquisile formaticns calied helictites,
and the Falls of ihe Ohio.

The next day we will drive ahow: an
hour east 1o Clifty Falis Stale Park to
see its five major weleifalls ranging
from 60 to over 80 feet.

The Cost: $40 par campsite - up to &
people and no more than 2 (two) tenis
per stte - this is strictly enforceg¢ in
Indiana. Please sign up and pay as
soon as 2ossible. There will be a
handcut availabic at the June
meeting. Coriact Jim Gilfix for more
in‘orration at {810) 539-0489.

The Vertical

Forest

From Discover Magarine Feb, 1996
Review by Sleve Gardner

Canadian reasearchers have found
3 bizarre, arcient trorest tha: may
be the slowesl growing on Earth.
They didn't have to travel to
Yakutzk or Tasmania to find it —
They had only (o loos at a ¢liff not
far from Taronto.

That's right. Discover Magazine
Fas a beautivil articlie in lhe
Feburary 1996 issue abput those
Cedar trees vou've been lying into
£t Rattlesnake and all along the
Niagra escarpment. It seems that
this is the most extenslye and
uvndisturbed old-growih fores't east
cf the Rockies.

The cliffs of the Niagra Escarpmet
rsing above Lakes Huron and
Onlaric are horre to the slhwest
growng trees in lhe world.
Although less than a quarter of an
inch thick anc a few inches high, an
Eastern Whice Cedar may be as
mut as 50 y2arsold. In ane phoo
in the arlicle, a single grain of whie
sugar covers aboul 3 annual fing
lines in a cross section of a dead
tree.

Yes, ths article is absolutly
tascinaling and I'd like to thank
Kermit Jenes for passing 1 ateng o
us. But I'd alsg like 10 pass along
his nole on the aricle:

FYl ieflon SOLARites: Lel's be
careful ouvt af Ratflesnake. It seerms
to be pant of an especially unique
and deficate ecosystam wich I'm
sure we're aveady mindftf of and
interested in preserving - $6 walch
those climb routes!

| will be keepin) a copy of the
article with me for the next few
meetings if you'd like to icok at it.
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