November, 1995

Upeaming Event

November at
Nordhouse

Ii's that time of year again when
Steve Gargner heads oul into the
Wildemess Area al Nordhouse
Dunes and camps on the Lake
Michigan la<eshore. Dates fui
this years irip are November 10-
12.

“his is NOT a group back
packing irip. The plan is for
individuals 1o try ileir hand ai
solo backpacking, or in small
growps. The National Forest
prohibits groups of more thar
eigh:. Also, there is car camping
available for about $9 per
campsite. S:andard backcountry
rules apply tor camping in the
wildemess a‘ea. Backpackirg
experierce is required for this
irip. Call Gteve al (B10) 547-
4998 for more information.

Upcoming Class

Cross County Ski
Class: introduction
to the V-1 Skate

This is not a ski racing class,
however, you should have
experience in classical {diagenal
stride) 1echnique andfor good
aeroblc capacity through
paricipation in sports aclivities
such as in-line sk&ting, running,
bicyeling, ctc.

C o .

This is a iwo-part class. Part 1 will
be hekd on Salurday, December
gth. There will be a demonsiration

of iotat ski preparation, from
oblaining a flat base to applying
wax. We will discuss snow
conditions, basic equipment for
skaie skiing, and the best places to
rent/purchase vour skis, poles, and
boois.

Part 2 will be an gn-snow clinc at
Forbush Comers near Grayling.
You can rent equipment there or
glher shops n2arby. The dale iy
Sunday. January 21sl from 11:30
a.m. to 4:30 pm. We will go over
the V-1 skate, and loek at proper
pote positening, posture, rhythm,
edping and glide. We will 8lsg look
al how 1o adjust the V-1 skale to
match specific trall terrain, anc
how 10 use u vaiant of the V-1
skate ‘0 tackle those wonderful up
hill accents.

The cost will probably be about
$25.00. Class size is limited to 12.
Please contact me, Michadl
Mannebach at (810) 682-3935 if
you are inferested or sign up at the
Novembe- General Membership
Meeting.

Upcoming Event

Second Annual
Photo Contest

Hey, all you photo folks! Bring
your best shol (photographs) to
the Nevember meeting for the
second annual photo contest.

All eniries musli be 5"x7" or larger,
and must be on matt board, in a
frame or on a pece of poster
board. Yau may enier up to 4
pictures. Al piclures must have
been taken within the last year.

The entire club will vote on ihe
winners in  the  following
categories: most scenic, best
animal, best people. or most
humorous.,

So, bring those photos 1o ihe
November mecting and
remember, the voting is at the
beginning of the meeting, SO
make sure yoifra there early|

SOLAR Swap and
Sell Night

Remember that the Novcmber
SOLAR General Membership
Meeting is also the time for the
annuzl swap and s&ll. 8ring to
the meeting &ny of your putdoor
gear that you want to trade or
sell. Let go of thase things you
never use anymore and find
some stuff you've been looking
far.



The Tom Dunn Page

Review
Marching through Miles
of Montana Mud.

by Tom Dunn

Laxe .Janet, a merz 5 miles away,
downhill! A cold light misty rain
stayed with us all day. We cocked
our dirner, sheltered fram the hail
stcrm by the SOLAR parawing.

The tip to Glacier National Park in
MNorthwesicm Montana is a leisurely

two day nde an Amtrak. The eight
SOLAR members took advantage

The next day found us on the trail
headed to Goat-Faute where we
were supposedto sperd two nights

of Amica's hospalty 1o ress,  SATPID, Inieac e taok e
sleep and do needlepaint. . .

P a spand two nights in the lown of
We arrived at West Glacier, Yvaterton. We needed to dry oul

Montana late Safurday night. Tae ©Uf gear aswell assome R& R.

motel we stayed at was located right
at the train slaticn. Unfortunately,
we couldn’t get backcountry permits
more than 24 hours in advance 5o it
took us several days to put cur
specific trip tincrary together.

The next cay, Carol, Margaret and
myself wera haviig hinch a1 an
outdacr cafe when a herd of
biyhwre sheep came parading down
mainstreet. VWe left VWaterton in a
tourist bus better known as a
We went into the backcountry from  Jammer. “he tip lo Many Glacier
the westarn side of the park. A Montara was beauliful. We
small herd of mule deer greeted us ?;2%?:: ;‘;;_“f;ggs'%’:g‘:ﬁz tr'gggs
as we pltched our tenls at lhe ‘e . :
western snd of Bowman Lake, The -~ ¥we—eamped thres nights at the
rangers said that 1995 was the Many Blacier campgrounds with
weltest summer in memory. We  SEnes of day hikes ard relaxation
founc that out the hard way, The aSour agenda. One day hike took

trarl along Bowman Lake is seven us to 3 beautifui 1ake at the hase of
miles lorg with no elevation gain, 2 Jlacier. lceberg Lake has ic al

Easy. right, Wrong, most of the trail  Y€2r 100g. 1 coukd ol iesist the
was covered with ankic-deep slimy  [mptation to wade out into the
fud frigid water to walk barefoot 01 an

icebery. Lasving Many Glacier on
another jammer bus took us across

The path up tn Prowa's Pass is 6.5 =
P i’ the continental divide at Logan's

miles gaining 2,200 feet in
elevalion, The hike took all day with
frequent stops for rest and
photegraphy. We were greeled by a
herd of mule desr bucks wren we ot
arriveg al the top of the pass.
lhese dzer were very ‘nquisitive,
especially at meal limes Afier we
pitched our tents, | hung some
clothes gut te dry. The decr started
eating my sweatshirt for the salt
content. We made sure that all
backpacks, elothing, anything thal
had any sweat on it was :n the tents
that nigh:.

-- -

~

We awoke the next moming to the
sight of the dominant buck 14
poinis) leisurely going through our
camp. Breaking camp, we headed 1o

Pasas, We watched a grizzly bear
feeding in an alpine meadew from a
safe dislance (150-200 yards). A
park shuitle bus fook us back 10 our
motel at West Glacier. Dinner was 8
westem style bar-h-que,
accompsnied by a smal family
string band. Six of us took
advantage of the hot tub at the matel
to soothe our sore muscles and
Lones.

Upcoming Event

Labor Day Week,
1996

Yes, 1896. | am akeady working
on next year's trips. Late next
symmer  we're going to the
boundary waters area of northem
Minnesota/Canada. Well enjoy a
week of wilderness canaeing
inclhuding everyone's favorite,
portaging. This is a wilderness
cance trip, however, only some
basic canoeing experience s
required. | will e contacting the
outfiters by January. Reservations
are necessa’y. If you're interested
contact me, Tom Dunn, af (313)
494-4212 (w), (313) 404 4208 (fax),
(810) 471-9163 (h).




ATTENTION SOLAR
SURFERS

Not the wnd Kkind, bu! the intemel
variety. Check out this inlemet
address as & resource for valuable
autdanr irfarmation-
HTTP:??2www. nissanmotors.com/
palhfinde/

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

Upcoming Event

Laser Quest

Frst there was Phazerland. now
there's Laser Quest! You and your
family, friends and kids are inviled
tc the 1st ncn-SOLAR sponsored
LASER QUEST evening. Friday,
November 17th at 6:40 p.m. ¢n
John R between 13 and 14 mie
rcads. Tne costis $12.00 for two
games. You must prepay no later
tran the SOLAR  General
Membersaip Meeting on
November 7th. You must be on
time 1o play tecause we go in as a
group. You rrust (hink of your own
"code name". We play in an 8,000
sq. ft. maze with lhree levels You
will be given a score card after each
game. For [fuilher infunnation,
contact «im Gilfix et {(310) 539-
0439.

Congratulations!

Jeff Telford and Betsy Broesamle
were recently enpaged. Besl
wishes for their lives together

Upcoming Event
Orienteering - a
cheap thrill?

You bet! This is an encore
presantation of the orienteering
event hcld a month age. Come
and ‘get lost" with Lester - ¢1eap!
Huh...n0o Lester is rot the cheap
thrill, but the event is.

November
3 Friday Japanese Ethnic Dinner - Akasaka - Livonia
Manrgaret Martin {313) 721-2821

Genaral Membership Meeting. Photo Contest,
and Swap and Sell, Colony Hall, Southfield
7:30 PM  Steve Gerdner (810) 547-4998
November at Nordhouse, Camping/hiking
Nordhouse Dunes Wildemess Area

Steve Gardner (810) 547-4598

7 Tussday

10-12 Weekend

12  Sunday *QOrienteering, Highland Recreation Area
12 - 3pm, Eeginners at 11 AM
Lester Mok (518} 256-0324
17 Frdday **Laser Quest, Madison Hgts
Jim Gilfix (810} 539-0439
December:
5 Tuesday General Membership Meeting and
Annual Holiday Party, Colony Rall, Southfield,
7:30 PM, Steve Gardner (810) 547-4598
9 Saturday V-1 Skate Cross Country Ski Class #1

Michael Mannebach (B10) 682-3858

Roll at the Dome - Inline ska'ing at the Pantiac Silverdarre. For times
and schedules, contact Doug Lanyk al (810) 634-4551.

walleyball - Every Monday a: Bailey Rec Center, Westlad. Contact
Margaret Martin (313) 721-2821 (h) or (313) 722-7620 (w).

** Denotes & Nan-SQLAR activity, on the calsndar for informational
purposes only. SOLAR will not be held responsible for this adlivity.

SOt AR has a "No Refunc” palicy. However, if you are unable 1o aftend an
activity, you can ‘sell you- spot” te another club member.

If you would like 1o help pian and/>r lead a SCLAR trip or activity, confact
Leslie Ccrdova at (810) 547-5626.

Orienteering is a spart using a map, compass and you- navigation skills to
fird pre-set "contrals” in the woods. The Soulhem Michigan Orienteering
Club (SMOQC) has four different courses, ranging from beginner to expert.
The courses are open fromnocn io 3 pm. _estar will teach a free beginner
class at 11 a.m. \We'll mesl on Sunday, November 12th, al the Fighland
Recreation Area. Take M-38 west uf Punlia Lo Lhe main park entrance. For
Lester's class, meet al the parking lot on the right of the park road, about
314 mile from ihe entrance. He drives a red Sentra.

There is no sign-up, just show upon:ime, Wear comfortable shees and
bring a baseplate compass, whistie, snacks, drinks, ard a change of
clnthing if the weather is wet. You can also rent a compass from SMOC.
The cosl is anly $3 for the orienteering map plus a $4 DNR day pemit.
Contact Lester Mak at (519} 256-0324 (in Windsor).



About the Ray

The Ray is a monhly publication of the SO_AR Club and is
provided free of charge ta the curent dues paid members. Fo’
thase members who move autside of a 200 mile radius of the
Detrail Area and wculd like to continue recendng The Ray, a
$5.00 annual subscriplion fea will be charged la cover mailing
Cosls.

DEADLINE for The Ray |5 the Friday after the general meeting
for ‘he fellowing menth's editlon.  Contrioutions In the form of
comments, trip reperts, recipes, photos or orlginal articks are
welcome. Send all contnbitlons to: Cindy Harrison-Felix.,
SOLAR Ray Editor, 760 Central, Inkster, Ml 48141 or cal
Clndy at 1313) 7223984,

Meeting Location
The purpose of lhe¢ SOLAR Club is to promote and advance
Imterest in the outdears throuph informaben and participalion.
Mestings are held ¢n the first Tuesday of ihe month at the
Cabny Hall, 'ocated at 21780 Fuergreen Rd. in Sowhfield,
betwean B & 0 Mile Reads al 7:30PM SHARP. Membership
duee ara $30 indrvidual annually, o $100 Individual lifetime.

SOLARCLUB
PO BOX 2438
SOUTHFIELD MI 48037

STEERING COMMITTEE

Fresicent Steve Qardner ¢ (D40) 5474208
Vice-Peasident Tom Dunn/ (313) 494-42° 2
secretary Mike Banks / (312) 4254189
Treasurae Cindy Erickson/ (313) 3378240
Activines e Leesile Cardova ¢ (040) S47-5626
Membership ...... Sharan Slanek f {313) 5658671
Ecuipment ceen... Mike Fedlx/ (313 722-0994
Bylaws ... Julie Slaligrosz f (810) 471-7444
Ecucation. ....Jiin Young / (010} 728-8252
SOLAR Ray ... Cindy Harison-Feln/ (313) 722-3994
Hislarian o Julin Qulas { {810) S574-0242
Programs . ... Margaret Martin / (313) 721-2621
AtLarge e Clwdy Hamison:Felpo(313; 722-3004
Bob Wesltrook ; (810) 356-3627  Joan Westhrook ¢ (810} 356-3627

Mo DeFrance / 2293283 Lariy Martin / 551-3056
gill Halvangis ! 668-1911 A Fylax/ 852-75'4
Jogn Hetingw/ (810) 377-2377

if you woLld Ilke to assist will suy of 1w 2bava positions, call Ihe appropriate
committes charperson.
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