Revisw

Yeah, But We
Went Anyway

By Steve Gardner

Ring ... Ring ... Hello, Steve? This
is Margarei (Marin). ! was just
wondering what your pans were
considering the interesting wcather,
Ten minutes ago it was raining, ang
now its snowing. Are we stili going
10 have the c¢lags trip tn
Kensinglon?

Well, this is SOLAR. What do you
think? Weather advisories not
withstanding, four intrepid
SOLARcids braved the elements
and went ouwt on Sunday, Apnl 9 1or
the field day for the ‘Intro to Betler
Photography’ class.

The four of us, Margarel, Tam
Ounn, Matthew Dalton and myself,
met a little hehind schedule at the
natu‘e canter. Matthew suggested
doing a paticular hai, implying
we'd be more likely to see deer
when Tom bioke in, sayirg,
*What's wrong with that one?” and
(he day jusi got betler from there.
Besxe the numercus deer
sighlings. there was ample
opportunity to interact with the
many birds and get a great many
photagraphs (that 1S why we had
this rip, Tom).

A great day for 2 hike, for pictures,
for meetng with foends, for feeding
birds, for lemon bars, for Champs
bar, and in fact for just about
evenything except driving.

Go figure. We'va had mora snow
lacally in Aprl than we had in
January, but three roils of film and a
handful of sunflower seeds later, the
four of us have some great
pholographs amnd some great
memoaries.

At Kensingtan MatraPark, Tom Duna demansirates the difficult task of

looking dignified with a |iktle oird sitting on your hat,




Lpcaming Event

Rafting on the
New River

Memorial Day weekend 1998 will
find SOLAR headad to West Virginia
for white-water rafting on the New
River with ACE Rafting Company.

The cost of the trip is $140 and
includes 2ne day of rafting with an
expert guide in each Hoat, several
meals: 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners, and
1 lunch, and three days worth of
camping. And since this is a Jim
Gilflx trip, you'll gel your very own
vernors! If you prefer to “rough it”
on ihe river, but nct in the
campground, some space may be
available in the chalet for $170 for
the weekend. The Chalet wll only
ke available if six people sign up for
it. There ars 3 double bads and you
are not alowed ta cook ingide.

Qther opportunities for SOLAR style
entertainment in the area include
mountain biking tincluding rentats if
reeded), volleyball, bass fishing
{right at the campgroundi) and a

semi-organized hiking trip on the
rock infested, waterfall encumbered,
and cave encrusted trails in the
area. ACE has their own 1300 acre
resort'outdoor cerder.

For more information on this tip.
call Jim Gilfix at {810) 2884739, ar
ssa him at the March and Apa'
SOLAR meetings. Jim wil have
explicil directions at the May
SOLAR meeting. Thetripis limited
to 18. The first 17 that pay in fuli
will go. This trip will prokbably fill
quickly, s¢ be sure to resefve your
spot early.

upcoming Event

Adventure
Announcement

Somsatime in August, (actual datss
wilt be delermined by those
involved) a group of SOLARIeS will
board the Amtrak train in Detrail.
Traveling west, the group  will
experience a brief layovar in
Chicago. Continuing on our journsy,
we will disemmbark a1 §1° 35' N, 120°

0C' W at approximately 10:00 PM
after & 46 hour train extravaganza.
Those adventurous souls will spend
a night’s respite at a picturesque
lodge. Upon awakening, the group
will béard a bus and travel norh
approximately 50 miles. This scenc
raute is appropriately named “Going
te the Sun Highway". After five days
of backpacking through some of the
most spectacular alpine scenery In
North America, 1he group will board
the “Empire Bullder® for the retum
trip to Detroit.

Bring your cameras and plenty of
fim. This might be your only
opporiunity to photograph a bsar n
The Velley uf the Grisclies.

The tetal I2ngth of the trip should he
about 10 days {including a weekend
or twd) and cost for the tip is
estimated at $400 10 $500. For
more specifics contact Tom Dunn at
(W) (313) 494-5500 exl. 3008 or (H)
{010} 471-9183,




Editarial

Reformat -
Again

Its ke they say in ihst ald
Barbershop Quartet song “when
Evervthing Old is New Again®.

Honest. The smaller format was
supposed to save us money. And
for the first month, it did. Then our
printer fonrxt 2 naw way ta figura the
charges and in April the production
vust doybled. So we're back to the
Jarge fomnat, and have a new
printer. (Trnck mg once, shame on
you. Trick me twice, shame on mal)

But format changes arent the only
new thing going al The Ray You
may have noticed that there is an
E-Mai! address for SOLAR Ray
Editor, Steve Gardner, on the back
of the newsletter. Here it is again
sgardner@cerfnet.com

This, aculally, is the prefered
method 1or receiving submissens 1o
The Ray, as il mgans that you type
it in, not me. Bul, any submissicns
arc slifl welcome, of course. i'd
rather type for two hours than
publish & blank newslzatter.

And one more piece of newsletter
news, |'ve just installed ¥ oew colur
scanner on my computer sysiem.
The photos you see in The Ray were
firct =canned then printed 1hen
ghotocopied. That's three levels of
ttering that doesnt da any
ghotogracsh any good, but it beats
the old way, or no photos at all. If
you would like 10 use the scanner for
a pro.ect, give me a call aaa we'll set
up atime. The scanned images are
absoluetly beautiful on screen. |It's
ihe printing processes thal make
them sufier.

ACIIVITIES CAIENDAR

May

2 Tuesday General Membershlp Meeting,
Calony Hall, Sauthfiald, 7:30 PM
Cindy Hamison-Felix (313} 722-3994

3 Yiednesday Reck Climbing Class, The Benchmark
Sharen Stanek (313) 565-2080

4 Thursday “PADI SCUBA Review
Joan Hetlinger, (810) 377-2377

6-7 Weekend Rock Climbing Practical lf, Rattlesnake
Prov. Paik, Ont.; Sharon Stanek (313) 5853080

10,24,31 Wednasdays ** PADI Opan Water Diver
Joan Hetlinger, (810) 377-2377

19-21 Weekend North Manitou Island Backpack, Leland, M)
Mike Banks, (313) 425-4169

20-21 Weekend Bird Migration / Camping trip, Pi. Pelee
Provincia® Park, Ont_; Cindy Harrison-Felix
(313) 722-3994

2629 Weekend Nosth Manitou Island Backpack, Leland MI
Leslie Cahen (810) 547-5628

26.28 Weekend White Water Rafting, New River, WV
Jim Gilfix (810) 2884739

June
6 Tuesday General Membership Meeting,
Colony Hall, Southfied, 7.30 PM
Cindy Hamson-Felix {313) 722-3994
7 Wednesday *"PADI SCUBA Review
Joan Hatinger, (810) 377-2377
7,14 Wednesday Land Navigation Class, The Berchmark.
Lester Mok (519) 256-0324
9-11 Weekend Rattlesnake Rock Climbing, Millon, Ontano
Jim Yourg (810) 726-8253
16-18 Weekend Witdermess First Aid, Waterloo Recreation Area
Jm Yourg (810) 726-8253
24  Saturday Land Navigation Practical, Pinkney Rec. Area,
Lester Mok {519) 256-0324

Upcoming

August Glacier National Park, Mantana, Backparcking
Tom Dunn, {313) 494-5500 ext. 3008

September 1-5 “* SalifDIve the Bahamas

Joan Hettlinger (810) 377-2377

* penotss a Non-8OLAR activity, on thc calendar for informational]
pumposes only. SOLAR wil not be held responsible for this activity.

WalileyBall every Mcnday, Baily Cen'er, ‘Westland Contact
Margaret Martir {313) 721-2821.

SOLAR has a “No Refund" policy. However, if you are unable to attend an
activity, you can "sell your spot" to gnother club member.
If you would like to help plan and/or lead a SOLAR rip or activily, contasi
Leslie Cohen at (810) 547-5626.




Clags

Wilderness
First Aid

1sernt obligatory joke abeut divid ng
up lhe dead guy's sluff here.

Bul if you're tired of joking about it
and wanl o weglly be ablte 1o do
something about it, you'll want to
take the Wildemess First Aid class
offered by SOLAR and 1aught by
Doug Brown.

The class wil be held the weekend
of Jung 17-18 at Waterloo
Recreation Area. Pdor te the class,
sludenis are expected to have the
requred reading In the text
completed ana be prepared for a full
day of instruction on Saturday and
more inslructicn and practical
exersises on Sunday, By all
accounts of lasl year's class this is
THE class to 1ake. Mr. Brown is an
engaging and interesting instructor
as he blepds class roon material
with related stories from his
experiences.,

Cost of the classis $85 and includes
he NOLS text. Be prepared to pay
n full al tha May general
membership meeting. Fo* more
nlurmaton vn this excelienl class,
sall Jim Young at (810} 726-8252.

Upcoming Event

Bird Migration at
Point Pelee

Point Pelee MNational Park in
Leminglon, Oniaric. Canada is
k1own as ane of the bast locations in
North America to observe the
northward migration of birds.

The iolal number of bird species
recorded at Point Pelee is 247, of
which 328 species have been
recorded for the spring migration
pericd. May Is the manth dear to the
hearts of most birders, since it is
possitle to see more species at the
hcight of migration than al any other
time of year. Forthe past few years,
SOLAR members have gone to
Point Pelee to exserience this event
by spending a day at the park.

This year, SOLAR is among ihe
privileged few 16 have a campsite at
the park during the peak of the
spring  bird  migration.  The
advantage of camping a1 the park
{for those hard-core birders) is
crawling out of ycur tent at the crack
of dawn and jumping right on the
t-ail 19 spot those “early birds” before
the day crowd ot bird watchers hits,

S0 join SOLAR on May 20th-21si for
lhis special evenl. There are also
lots of olher things to do at the park
ke bikirg, canoeing, ard miles of
beach 10 enjoy. So bring your
camping/hiking/biking/beach/tird
watchingrpicture-taking stuff and join
us! For further information contact
Cindy Harrison-Felix at {313) 722-
3994,

Lpcoming Events

Twice the Fun
on North
Manitou Island

In order to avokd the holday rush,
Mike barnks is planning a trip to
North Manltou {sland for the
weekend of May 19-21,

Leslie Cohen wants an extra day tar
her ip, so she planned one for the
following weekend, Memgrial Day,
May 26 - 29,

Choose whichever suits you, or do
hoth! The die-hards have one other
option: to go over to the island wih
Mike, stay the week and come back
to the mainland with Leslie

On either trip, you'll be ttealed tc a
wildermess camping experience
youll not soon forget. The [sland
has a wide variety of natural beauty
as well as an intersting human
history, as evidenced by the
intersting place names and ruins
retuming to rature scattered acress
the island. You’'ll also want totake a
tew exira dollars to spend in
Letand's “Fish-Town": Carlson's
Fishery alone is wortt. the trip

Cost of eithe* trip will be $18 whch
will cover the boat ride over o the
Island. Thece is no cost for camping
an the Island, but campfires are
restricted to the firepils in the villege
campground, so take your stove and
fuel. Alse, the only polable water on
the island is at the range- station by
the dock, so you'l need a filter. And
cne last word 10 the wise; there are
ro nuthouses an the island, sitker.
‘Nuff said.

For more information on Mike's t-ip,
call him at (313) 425-4169. For
mare information on -eslie's :rip call
her zt (810) 547-5626,




Class

Canoe Clinic

Have you ever wantec to experience
the glamour , adveniure, and
prestige of being abie to get in a
canoe and paddle in a straight line
without rolling over? Curme on down
to the soon to be infamous SOLAR
Cano2 Seminar on beautiful Lake
Braemar. You will laarn cance
basics, safety and incident recovery
techniques. This is also an
introduction 1o the fun. and
adventure of waterspons with your
fellow SOLARites.

Cn the side there will be [ectures dn
fishing hints, how {6 sleap in the
stem whilg making the bow man feel
guilly, and a pot-luch pichic.
Sunday, June 4th, “:00 PN. Be
there; aloha.

For further information czll Dauglas
Lanyk at (810) B38-4551. P.5.: We
need cances. If you can help,
please call.

Class

Wilderness
Canoe Class

Back by popular demand, ii's the
SOLAR Wiklarness Canoe Class.
This cass will cover topics neeued
for an extended tip, including
paddling and portage technigues,
canoe ioading, portage knot-craft,
specialized equipment, emergency
repair and a hast ot other topics (o
make your trip up the river a
SUCCess.

Classes wil be helkd on
Wednesdays, May 31, June 7, 21,
and 28 starting at 830 PM Al
classes will be at The Benchmark
except June 7, which wilt be al Mike
and Cindy's place. There are aiso
iwo practicals associated with the
class. The first will be Saturday,
June 10 al Island Lake Recreation
Area. The second will be an
extended weekend, July 14 to
Algongquin  Provincial Park in
Ontarc.

Cost of the class is expected to be
$65, not including canoe renial at
Algonquin. Sign ups will be taken at
ire May meeting. For mure
informaticn, call Mike Felix al (313)
722-3994,

class

Land Navigation
Class

Lester Max will be teaching & land
navigetion course covering the basic
and intarmediale shills for
orienteering and wildemess
navigation. The two indoor classes
of this course wil be held ai The
Benchmark on June 7th and 14th
{(V/ednesdays). The outdocr
practical has been changed to June
24th (Salurday).

The cost is $30 and must be paid in
ful al the May or June SOLAR
meeting. If you have signed up for
the course and cannot pay zat the
May meeting, please call Lester so
he can reserve your sgace.

There are only a few opsnings for
this course and prionty will be given
10 those who are going wildemess
backpscking this summer. Flease
cazll Lester al (519) 256-0324 for
more nfomation. Ed. Moie: That's
not a typo in the area coade. Lester
livas in Wmndsor.




Abutthe B

The Ray is a menthly putlicaion of the SOLAR Club and s
provided free of chargs to the curmam dues ~aid membare. For
thosa members who move outside of 3 200 mile radiss of the
Detroil Arez and would kke o confinue receiving The Ray, &
$5.00 annual subscription lee wil be charged Lo cover mailing
costs.

DEACLINE for The Ray is tha Friday after the general masting
for the folkwing month's edition. Contributions in the form aof
commenta, trip reports, recipes, photes or original aricles are
walcome  Senk all contributione to. Steve Gardner, RAY
Editor, 10024 Borgiman, Huntington Woods. MI 48070 or
cal Steve M (810) 0474998 or E-Mail to
sqardnerdicertaet.com

Meeting Location
Tha purpese of the SOLAR Club ie to pramete and advance
interest in the ardoers through infomatlon and paricipation.
Meetings are hald ar Ihg firet Tuasday of the momth at the
Colony Hal, located a1 21780 Evergreen Rd. in Sauthfieid,
betwaon SE 9 Mile Reads at 7:30 PM SHARP. Membership
dues are 330 individual annually, or §° 00 irdwidual lifetime.

S0LAR CLUR

PO BOX 2438
SOUTHFIELD M| 48037

STEERING COMMITTEE

Cody Hamison-Felix / {313} 722 a4
............................... Tom Ounn / (313) 494-5500 ext. 2008
reeeeees e .Mik@ Banks / (313) 425 4169
Karen Fox / (810) 380-9257
Lwedln Cohaa f (A1) S547-5626
................................... Sharon Stanek / {313) 565-3080
" Jure begareki / (319) 328.8788
Julia Sweligrea £ {310) 471-7444
Mie Felix / (313) 722.3564
Jim Young ¢ (810) 7263253
Steve Gardner / {810) 547-4098
*Julic Gordon {1313)475-1265
John Gulas s (810 5740243
Margarat Martin /(313) 721-2821
Joan Hattinger / {810 377-2377
Bob Westbrook / {810) 356-3627 Joan Westbrook ! (610} 356-3627
Mo DeFrance / 220-8283 Larry Marun / 561-3856
Bill Hakangts / 669-1911 Al Faak / 852-T514

‘“Not elacied bt sanang on the Sub-committee indicated

 If yau would [ie to assst with any of the above positions, call the approariate
| commitee Clairperson
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The Ray is prinled on 50%
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