Upcoming Event

Toboggan Run
by JSim Gitfix

Wha: is the cne trip SOLAR has not
qone in years? Yes, you guesscd it
and now we are going 1o da it, go on
a TOBOGGAN RUN. Just listen:

First you trek up the hill where
aftendanis wait to put yoi and your
toboggan on the launching platform.
When you're setlled in, they pul a
levar anc the platform tips you with
2 bang, straight down it seems, onte
the snow-covered track. The cokd
wind rusies at your face and the
ded runrers make a cutting sound
lke a knife bcing cased across a
sharpening stone. Someone
screzms - it's propably you!

The toboggan run at Roliing Hills
County Park, in the wilds of Ypsilanti
Township, is no place for wimps.
This 1s where the rugged go 15 have
fun. Clearly, this is a place ‘or
SOLARites.

The two tracks 1ere are 750 feet
long, the verlical descent is 50 feet
and speeds are said to reach 45
m.p.h.  You rent an 'especially
stronj, padded toboggan™ at $2.00
an hour. The park costs §5.00 per
car for Admissinn There is a
wanTing nouse nearby which has an
excelent view of Lhe lwbugyan run at
sunset. They alse have a fire,
snacks and hot chocolate.

We will meet at tre park at 2:00 p.m.
on Sunday, March 13, and maybe go
intc Ann Arber for dinner afterwards.
Contact Jim Giifix for more info at
851-5289,

Directions from Detroit:

Take -84 W to the downtown
Ypsilanti exit. Tum left and then tem
rghl onto Stony Creek Road. The
address is 7860 Stony Creek Road -
(313) 484-76€8.

Other directions:
M14 S 1o exit 31 (Wilis Reac), tum
onto Stony Creek Road to the park.

Review
A Hot Time
Detroit

In

by Kathleen Spring

Farty-twa seams to he the magin
number becaise ihat's the number
of S0OLARites who once again
atiended the annual trip to the
Detroit Science Center, foitowed by
a meal in Greekiown.

The outing $tarted with exploration
of Some computers and games
challenged the brains of the al-adult
group, while cther attractions simply
needed the curiosity of a seven year
old to be encountered and enjoyed.

Next was the IMAX theatre which
featuied 4 screen ten times iFe size
of a conventional feature film.
SOLARItes leaned back in thejr
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incliing chairs and viewed “Ring of
Fire" on the 180 cegree, wrap-
around screcn,

While most had heard ¢! the fgid
plates that make up the Earth’s crust
and how they move. they were
surprised to see on a map an actual
ring of volcanoes that encirde the
: Pacific Ocean. The movie took us
} along Chile, Indonesia, .apan,
Hawail, and back to Mt. St. Helens
and the San Francisco eanhquake.

The depiction of Jasanese Snow
Monkeys, with a glazed look of
pleasure, surviving in the hot springs
of one volcano, and another scene
of sulfur miners i Indonesia
carrying their loads on their bac<s
for 15 miles {and dying at 30 year of
age) may be considered memorabls.
it was the fiery volcanoes of Kilauea,
Hawaii that everyone was waiting
for.

A quick hop to Greektown was next,
with the usuval autientic Sreek
mecals and cxeellent zcrvice at the
Laikon Cafe. Every table crealed
their own “riny ot fire" by ordering
the famons Greek dish of flaming
cheese (Opa!)

Dzspite the zero degree weather,
the majority of SOLARites decided
to continue 'ha evening by first
window-shopping at Trapper's Allzy
(three {evels of unique stores in
Greekiown). and then going to
Marilyn's for music, a few drinks and
& lot of dart playing.




ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

March

1 TUESDAY

4-6 WEEKEND

13 SUNDAY

18-20 WEEKEND

24 THURSDAY

25 FRIDAY

April—

Geieral Membership Meeting
Colony Hall, Southfield; Joan Govan 356-3627
at .30 p.m.

Wildemess Weekend
Joan Govan 358-3627

Toboggan Run
Jim Giffix 851-528¢

Wobos Loppet
Stakely Creek, Sault St. Mariie, On.; Natalie
iglewicz 544-8704

Ethnic Dinner
Durango Gxilt, Royal Oak; Ron Quinn 879-2228

Hilerry Theatre - Heidi Chronicles
vvendy Bundergaanrd 540-9411

5 TUESDAY

15-17 WEEKEND

General Membership Meeting
Colony Hall, Southfield; Joan Govan 356-3527

Hocking Hilis Hicking Trp
Hocking Hills, Dul,

TECH TIPS

by: Kathlesn Sprng

There seems to be two kinds of fun-
loving, adventurous SOLARite
CAVErs,

when Leslie Conen takes & yroup
caving, dont be surprised if ihe
group cemes out covered in mud
and with their clothes desiroyed.

When Hal Joerin takes a greup
caving. expect to den't fouch - Dut
took™ at wikd caves of unique beauty,
and wrhen they come out, they'll be
ready to party.

There’s not muzh to learn about
caving that isn't based on common
sense. Such as wearlng a helmed o
protect your head and carmying a
couple of sources oOf light.

But, whichever g-oug you do 3o with,
there are a couple of basic rules that
you will find nsaful in case of an
emergency when you're exploring a
‘witd cave® (veisus a ‘sommercial
cave" that has concrete sidewalks
and florescence lighis.)

Leave worgc with someone where
you will be and your expecied time
back. This ¢an be the park ranger
where ydu chec<ed in, or the motel
inanager. (And, if you're on private
property, make sure you've gotten
permiss:ion from the farmer so ycu're
not greeted with a shot gun!;

Cary the emergency phune number
of the National Speleotogica'
Society (906-643-7407) and ¢
quarter with you. Many hurt cavers
have died because of lime wasted
by inexperienced smai town police
officers - no offense.

{astly, “wild® dcesn't mpoan careless
- know your caves and Krow your
limits!




Reprinted from THE OAKLAND
PRESS, “The Reminder® secticn,
with permission fom SOLAR
membper Jonalhon  Schechier.
Jonathon is a naturalie! and wiiler
(see the PEOPLE section of this
monins RAY lor datalis)

A house in the
country will
become my
Walden...

Ir. 1845, the naturalist-philosopher
Henry David Thoreau built a small
cabin on the edge of the secured
woods of Wakien Pond.

His chosen pace of temporary
saclusion included the basic
necessities for his life; an axe for
firewood and a pen for his dreams
and thougnts. Thoreau raiionaiized
his escape from the dty in his
journal with these words: * | went to
the woots because | wished 1o live
deliberately, to front only the
essential fact of life, and see if |
could nat leam that it bad to teach,
and not, when [ came to die,
discover that | had not lived ®

For the past fifteen years | have
lived amidst the modem amenities,
conveniences, plazas and fast-
paced life of Bloomfield Township
not far from the endless rocar of
traffic at Square Lake and Telegraph
reads. The constant hum ot tires on
wel pavemert, the endless buzz of
mowers pn manicured lawns, and
the wail of sirens of ewvery
imaginable puisation are sounds 1
had come 10 accept as part of my
[ife. No longer.

Today, 1 will be closing the coor on
my Bloomfied Township house for
the last time ard stepging into a
mare rural and, | hope, more real
existence on a hilly dit road in
Brandon Township. Friends dowr. in

Bloomfield have already begun 0
ask inevitable questions. “why are
yau moving out there?” When { haw
them the piciure of the weathered
barn fhat now shelters an army of
mice, they ask, “What are you going
to do with that?® 'm tempted to tal)
them the bam is good for a bam cat
and | just like [voking a il. Andlhat's
the truth,

Perhaps the quast.on that | found the
most difficult to answer, ard sent my
thoughts drifting back 1o Thoreau for
moral suppord was. “What are you
going to do wih the land?"

I'm going to live there, ihat’s what
I'm going to do. I'm going to tum the
ald farmhousa that shows years of
past love into my home. I'm going
o look outl 1he Kitchen window in the
morning, gaze into the field and
hope for & glimpse of a deer or
grousa or fox. A new neighbor tells
me a coyote is more likely than a red
tox. I'll settie for that.

Buf for now I'll settle for the
nuthalches, woodpackers, and
chickedeos thal have already

discovered that I'm good for a
handout. And :'ll waich for the
redtail hawk ihal perches on the
hickory tree and wails for rabbis.
Aqad I'll wonder how long it will take
my dog to realize that we are not just
visiting and he too can finally stretch
his lege and bark at the moon if he
feels so inclined. The dog must
wonder how he will ever have time
tc scent-mark ali those trees.
(Maybe thai is why he now seamsto
drink morc watcr.}

When maple sap flows in the spring
and tae mad turns to slick mud, I'l
tap a tree or two and plan my
garden. Corn, tomatoes, onions,
beans and herbs for me. A field of
sunflowers for birds, pumpkins for
Halloween, flowers for friends and
alfalfa fcr deer. And ) wil leam
quickly that the deer eat what they
want.

And for once in my life, | wil be a
part of the lend and won't nead to

drive 10 get where I'm going. | will
already be there. And that feels
good.

Upcoming Event

Go West

by. Lori Lee Love

Between Friday, July 29th through
Sunday, August 71h, join SOLAR far
same backpacking &or rock
climbing in Colorado at the Racky
Mountain National Park northwest of
Denver.

You naad to have taken the SOLAR
backpacking course to do any
portion of the Urip. ‘You rust have
had our climbing dass in crder to ¢o
the rock climbing. These are the
prerocuisites! Arangements (flight
that is) 10 get out there are still being
worked or - we'll ry to get the best
rates in & pass the info on to you.
Essentially, this is what's in store:
Frday 29... arive sometime
depending upon flight .
Saturday 30....get acclimated
Sunday 31....head out for
backpacking and climbing
intwo leains
Monday 1....géet to sites (two: one
climbing and one in a
meadow for exploraticn}

Tuesoay 2 -
Thursday 4....climbing &/ar
backpacking

Friday 5....exi oul
Saturday 5....extra day if nceced for
exit
Sunday 7 ...deparn for home
sometime depanding apon
flight
Final interesl sign-up will be al the
March meeting. Expect to put $50
down at the April meeting to declare
your intent. Faor ¢bvious reasons,
this trip is limited to 12 MEMBERS.
First paid, first served on this one.
No advance phone or mail
reservations - jusi be at the meeting
when we take sign-ups! Look at ihe
next RAY fo- additional details or
call: Lori at 313-420-2175.




Review

Brave or Crazy?
Sleeping in the

Snow
by: Julia Gordon

My axiom for the week:

The white and quist wildermess
tempts to broaden my horizon.
From niking seasan for all seasons.

H: Mal January 1984
Guess what your crazy daughter
did? She went camping in January,
yes, in Michigan! Oh yaah, didnt |
mention | was taking an "Enjoying
Michigan Wiiters™ class through
SOLAR? I'll give you a run down on
events and if you have any
questions regarding my sanity, than
blame SOLAR.

On Friday we braved the freezing
rain and drove up to Gaylord, only
20 miles shy of our destinalicn, the
Pigeon River Recreation Area.
Following SOLAR tradition we
jammed 12 peaple into 2 haiel
moms. Up and at 'ern before the
sun, an unfurlunale SOLAR ritual
that always makes me glad | did,
when on this occasian, | get up 10
watch the sunrise. Gee ma, was
that a run on sentence, or #hat? We
were supposed 1o hit the trall by 9:00
am 3SHARP' Cid you catch that
“supposed ta™? Well, for once it
wasn't because of me.

Though { wilt try, there are really no
words capable of rengering the
scenery we saw on Saturday. As |
was ykiing Unough the woods, | fell
refreshed. |l was as if the touch of a
wand had caused the whole space
around me to be filed with
fragments of plittering sun spangled
snow and Ice. VWD every slight sigh
of the wind. tiny spaces of sncw sent
pinpaints of refiecied sunlight

flashing and dancing outwards. Tre
sun contirued to shine, hut reality
retumned whed { carme upon the
group scatiered along a snowmobile
hardened access road...scarfing
lunch.

Upon arrival al the playground,
0aps, | mean campground, my group
spent the -est of the day altemnating
between drinking warm drinks and
ghoveling snaw, ch joy! Ciese 0
sundown, we were finally ready to
start excavating the interor of our
snowdabor honse | valunteered to
be the first inside snow remover. |
was almosl the last when our “would-
be shelier suddenly settled 6
inches, causing me ic drve for the
door. When we were almost done,
two of our foursome were Inside
doing finishing touches. Suddenty,
SNOWQUAKE....Help! Dig them
oul! The roof caved in!! If nothing
slse brought the greup running, our
shouts for help tertainly did. In
moments, we had about fifteen
people digging furiously Even after
our two buried teammaztes were
rescued, maey stayed to help rebuikd
so we could have samething to sleep
in. Thanks again t¢ all you who
helped pu: a “roof" over our headsin
20 degree weather.

Sundgay moming dawned grey,
cloudy and fortunately, uneventfal.
it felt great to ski without a pack on
as | glided through the wowis.

Mom, | really did enjoy this Michigan
winter, but 1 will always remember
especially that Saturday afternoon
when the faines came out to
play.. .as dancing, shimmering sun
spangled snow.

People

FOR SALE:

Scarpa Inyecrno plastic
mountaineering boots Size 8 1/2,
and are somewhat narrow in the
heel and wide ir: the shoe box.
Suitable for cold weather alpine
waterfall climbing and expedition
use. $275.00 or bes: offer. Call
Lester Mok at {513) 256-0324.

Travelling?

) am iooking fur a baskpacking &
car camping ¢comoanion in Alaske
between May 30 and June 11th. '
am also going to attend Torr
Brown's Tracker School in New
Jersey batween September and
October. Please call me if you are
interested in aither of these trips or

just want to c¢hat abou:
mountaineering.  trackng  or
wildemess survival. These are

Non-SOLAR events and my plans

are flexible. Lester Mok (519}
256-0326
SCLAR extends ils sincerest

condolences to memrbership co-
chair Maria Picano and her sister,
Anna tor the recent 10ss of her
grandmo:her.

Sympathy also gocs out to

Maureen & Dave DeFrance. Mo's |.

sister passed away in February.

FYl:

Merrber Jonzlthon Schechter had
a column appeariag in THE
OAKLAND PRESS con the
weekends in *The Reminder"
section. Thank you Jonathon for
allowing us to reprint 1N January
27. 1994 column in this months
SOLAR RAY,

Julia Gorden was ‘he last
custome- in the North Face outlel
stara  when it closed . _all
members will miss this valuable
resource.....




Upcoming Event
Hocking Hiils
Wildflower Hike

on Aprl 15 SOLAR will be
ncading for the hille again. W'l
be going to Hocking Hills Stéle
Park near Logan, Ohio (southeast
of Columbus) fo- a weekend of day
hikes, wildflowsrs, piclures and
everything else that SOLAR does
s0 much of,

Some of us wil be staying in the
parks cabins, recently upgraded
with TVS and micro-weves. The
cabn space is limited tc 24 in four
cabins and is already filled, but you
can c¢amp in the park's
campground if you like, or call
Steve Gariner (547-4998) ta get
an the waiting list for cabins.

The wplan is to drive down Friday
ihe 15th (aftermoon or evening is
fine, plan ‘or about four to five
hours ddving). Saturday moming
we’'l) be hiking ihe trail to Ok Man's
Cave, Ash Cave, and Cedar Falls.
Its an easy walk on well
maintained trails.

Sunday morning's breakfast is
included in the $25 trip fee if ycu'll
be staying in a cabin, and
afterwards we can check out of the
cabins and stop by Ihe Rock House
and Conkles Hollow trails before
heading home. Al the sighis are
breathtakingly beautiful nalural
rock farmations and we shauld be
treated to widtiowers for our
efforts.

Direclions and maps will be
available at the March and April
meselings for anyone interesled.
Hope to see yau therel

RECIEE FILE

by Toresa Savaino

FRIENDSHIP TEA {from the camp of Ke'th Genraine)
1 18 oz jar of Tanainstant breaxfas! juice drink

12 c. instanc tea

1 6. sugar

2 pkg. Wyler's {unsweetened) powdered lemonade mix

2t. ground cinnamon

2t. ground cloves

Mix it all up and share it thot or cold)!!!
This recipe was given 10 Keith by a fiend in 1877. Lesle Cohen

shared it with the 15t Winter Camping trip where Teresa had it.
Thank you for sharing this one with your SOLAR friends. ...
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About the Ray
The Ray isa monthly publication of the SOLAR Club ard is
pravieed free of Snarge 10 e curent dues pad members. For
these memhers who move outside of a 200 mile radius of the
Detrak Areq and woud lIke 1o contwe recemng The Ray. a
$5.00 annual gsubscriphon fee will be charged to cover malling
costs.

DEADLINE for The Ray it the Fricay aiter the genaral meeting
for the folkwving manih's edtion  Contributions in the form of
comments, 1P RPONS. resipes, pholos o onginal amcies are
welcome. Send all contnoullons to: Steve Gardrar, RAY
Editor, 10024 Bargman, Huntington VWoods, M| 48070 or
call Steve 3l 5474998 or write Lori Love, RAY Editor, 42257
Old Pond Girgiz, PiMOWn, Ml 481 /0 or cal Lor at 420-
217S.

Meeting Location
The purpose of the SOLAR Club is to promate anx advance
Inlerest i Me Nacons through niformation and participaikn.
laatings 2re held on Ihe first Tuesday of the month at the
Golany Hal, locared ai 2° 760 kvergreen Kd. 1n Saulhfeld,
between B& & Mile Roads 2l 7.30 P SFARP Mambership
dues dre 320.00 per Individ.al ard $:35.00 per ramiy.

SOLAR CLUE
PO DOX 2430
SOUTHFIELD M 48037

; -~

STEERING COMMITTEE

Joan Gevan (356-3627
Dave Jones ; 722-81/8
Laura Martin / 5372913
T S@NGE 7 47 4-3242
Jube Stoligrosz ' 471.7444
MIrla PLang 1 4Z0-3423
Sharaon Stanek £ 565-3060
Carnie Majar - 4778505
Bill Starjey + 2631973
Cinday HaMSS 7 4419613
Lan Lee Love £420-2176
Steve Gardner / B47T-a5RFS
Pam Maxey ! 8374353
Al =ylak ! 852-7514

Jess Harding / 375-5286
BOD Wesmwook ; 355-¥27
Joan Hettinger  377-2377
Mce DeFrance / 2z%-8283
Lamy Martin /| 591.3856
Bll Hatangls / &65-1911
Peg Campbel / 234-1260
Debby Campbell £ 626-530%
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