Cyberspace: A
Worldwide
Community For

You
By. Huvs Evans

In days gone by, like minded
individuais often have gathered
uyelher to form groups, ¢lubs and
organizations to champion
everything from breeding Yorkshire
ferrers 1o, dare | say it - fe
outaoorst Welt, now your horizons
are about 10 be expanded! The
Internet has provided you and | with
the opporunity to form a
community rot only with thosc who
live in our own geographical
neighborhood, but with like minded
individuals wondwide After a
sackpacking trowel, your next most
2ssential purchase may svun be a
somputer,

| have recently ventured into this
space and have been greatly
entbuised by s potential. Vvhile
pondering on wisiting North
Carolina, | left 2 message on the
REC.BACKCQUNTRY USENET
(these are essentally areéas for
feaving and receiving messaging on
spesific topies) asking anyone “out
there” if they could recommend any
good hiking To my surprise four
people had respanded to my E-Nail
address the following evening,
three rccommended guide boo<s,
while the third suggested many
hikes. Further messages to and fro
providert to one cybemaut with

T

more specifics on types of termain and
localion thal incerest me.

The bottom line to ali this is that the
Intcmet can be a most useful todl to
many of you, not onty for tip piannng.
but for reviews on equipment, finding
climbing partners,  downloading
weather maps, etc... While the net is
a vast latyrinth of information some
USENETS which may be worlh
exploring  are  rec.backcountry,
rec.hirds, cre_climbing ( rec” stands for
recreation - other prefxes are “alt” for
anternative and ‘Livnet” for biofogical
groups).  Further communication
hetween individuals on the ne: is
achieved using the E-mail syslem
(electronic mail). Having started your
journey through the net, your curiousity
will soon lead you to FTP (File
Tians‘er Protocol), Gophers, WALS
and YERONICA. These, and many
other weird and wonderful terms are
beyord our little discussion here, bul
suffice to say that with their assistance
you could delve even further into thai
treasure trove known as lhe Inlermet.
Acoess to the net can be obtained at &
variety of store, most Universities will
issue their students (somaetimes
others) with ID’s, many companies are
now beceming "nodes” on the net or
you can do like | do and subscribe to
one ¢f the many coramercial on-line
services such as Delphi {800) 595-

4005. Prodigy (B00) 776-3449,
Compuse-ve (800) 848-5198, and

: othe BBS (Buletin Boards} ars also
' provicing access in many large cities

(‘fregnets” ~ e.g Greater Detroit
Freenat (313) 8255293). Qne
should carefully esearch these
services before subscribing as the
level of partcipation varies
considerably from service to service.

Bon Voyage, and may you all
become CyDemaus 1co!

Huw@delphi.com

Class

Wilderness First-
Aid Class

Whai do you do when someone on
your backcountry trip becomes sick
cr imured and 811 is not avzilable?
Shoot them and split their gear? No,
take a Wildemess First Ad Clase

In conjunction with Doug Brown,
Paramecic and Dwner/Operator of
Michigan Search and Rescue,
SOLAR is spunsuiing a wildemsss
first aid class. The class wilf 2¢ held
the weekend of August 12-14 at
Waterloe Recreation Area near
Chelsea. Michigan.

A 20-perscn cabin has been
reseved at Waterioo ‘or student
lodg ng. The class will invelve 18
fcontinued from page 7} hours of
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Class

SOLAR River
Canoe Class

Want to learn proper Candeing
techniques on one of Michigan's
swifier fivers? Then sign up for the
SOLAR River Canoce Class.
Classroom instruction will be helc on
Wednesday, July 20th at Great
River Qutfitters i1 Pontiaz frem 7-10
p.m.

The first practica will be on
Saturday, July 23rd at Proud Lake
Recreation Area. The final practical
will be the weekend of July 30ih -

AUG 1 on the Slurgeon River near
Indian River, Michigan with rustic
camping at Haakwood State Forest
Camoground.

The ¢lass will invalve instruction on
efquipment, praper padding
techniques and maneuvering on
swiller wale ipvers, ~he lext ful e
class will be "The Basic Essenrtials of
Canceing"™.

The cost of the class is $55 which
includes instruclion, text, campng

fee, vehicle permts, brea<fas:s and
lunches for the Sturgeon River trip.
Students must pay their gwn canoe
rena s which are $7.50 per person
for Proud Lake and $26.0) per
perscn for the Sturgeon River
weekand |In orderto reserve canoces
in advance fo-the class, a deposit of
$30 is due by the emd ol the June
SOLAR meeting.

For further information contact Keith
Genrain at 685-1211.

ACTIVITIES CALENDAD

July
5 Tuesday
81t Weekend
16 Saturday
17 Sunday
20 Wednesday
23 Saturday
25-31 Weekend
301  Weekend
297  Week
August
2 Tuesday
57  Weekend
12-14 Weekend
18-21 Weekead
Septemrber
2-11  Extsnded

General Membership Meeting

Colony Hall, Southfield, 7:30 PM; Cindy Harrson 722-3994

Rattlesraka Previncial Park

Miiton Ont. Rock Climbing, etc.; Jim Young 726-8253

~Shkydiving

Tecumseh. MI. Steve Kozmor 753-4002

Fossil Hunting

Arkona, Ontario Jim Gilfix 851-2289

River Canoe Class

Schledeks, Pontiac Keijth Germain 685-1211

River Canae

Practical 1, Proud Lake Keith Germain 685-“211

3th De France Carnue Culing

Rifle River, Glernie, M|. Maureen DeFrence 228-8283

River Canoe

Practical 2, Sturgeon River; Kisth Germain 885-1211

Colorado Rocky Mountain Trip
Laor Love, 420-2175

General Membership Meeting

Colony Hall, Southfield, 7:30 PM ; Cindy f{arrison 722-39%4

Ratliesnrake Provincial Park
Milton, Ont. Jim Young 726-8253
Wildemess First Aid Class

Vvaterloo Recreation Area, Cindy HaTison 722-3994

Underwater Scavemgger Hunt
Jim Gilfix 851-5289

Backpack Pukaskwa Nat' Park

Ontario, CANADA Mike Banks 425-41€9

If you would like to help plan and/or lead a SOLAR trip or aclivity contacl Leslie Cohen al 547-56286.
** indicates a nan-SOLAR sponsored trip. Included as interest mformation.



instruction aad hands-on practical
experience in wildemess first aid
technigues. CPR is not requirad and
is not inciuded in this class. A written
and practicat exam will be at the and
cf tha class. The text for the class
will be e NOLS Wildeness First
Ald text.

Students will be expoacted ta begin
class with gesignated chapters in the
text read. Bodks will be availabile by
the July SOLAR meeting. The limes
for the class will be Sat. 8 a.m. to 7
¢or 8 p.m.and Sun. 8a.m. to 3 pm.
Students can amive anytime after
Z.p.m. on Friday to dlaim their spot
in the cabin and have a frze evening
i they wisk, or armive Saturday
mermring but mus: be on tme.

The cost of the class is $30 per
person whieh inciudes the iexi,
instruction, insurance fee, and cabin
fee. Studenis must purchase thelr
own vehicle permits for $4 per cabin
night. Students must bring their own
food and camping supplics for ihc
weekend. The cabin is rustic with
bunk beds, wood huming stove, no
electricity, and an outhouse.

We need at izast 10 studentsto hold
the class. If we get more than 10
students, the club will also
reimburse for park vehicle parmits.
if we get more than 20 students,
s0me wili have 10 camp at Waterlao.

if you ae interested in taking this
class, please contact Cindy Harrison
at (313) 722-3994. $4C toward the
cost of the class must be paid by the
end of the June SOLAR meating.

People

On June 15:h, 1994, Lauran Alyse
as bom t¢c Michele Majetic anc;’

er husbanc. Sne welgneg exacl
Ibs and was 217,

ondolences 0 Jill & Dave
Mcintyre on the loss o Jil's
mother.

Oceania Grand
Buffet Dinner

Why do we always do ethnic dinners
on the Wesl side of town? Well, il's
time 1o do one on the East sige. |
have heard somg incredible things
abant this plasa, so lef’s gol It is a3
Chinese restaurant rosting a 100
dish buffet including things such as:
mussels in black bean sauce,
Szechuan chizken, slir-fried
vegetable, Mz Po bean curd, sougs,
salads and desserts. Dinner COsts
about $10. We wlll meel there on
Monday, August 15, at §:00 p.m. for
a wonderful feast' Look for tris
handout at the July meeting or
contact Jim Gilfix for more
information 851-5289.

Weekly Events

Don’t Just Do It

Over De It! That’s a phrase that got
kicked around the club a while back.
while we don't condone injuring
yourself, there are some regular
aclivities thst tend to push the
envelope.

Two such act vilies are practiced by
the club on a weekly hasis:
Wallyball on Wednesday's and
Mountain Biking vn vaiious nights
depending on the group that gets
together. For more information on
Wallyball, contact Margaret Martin
at 721-2821. For More information
on Mountain 8iking, call Joan Govan
at 356-3626.

Tech Tips:
Rock Climbing
Shoes

Cne of the first things rock climbers
want to do is buy mck climbing
shoesto g ve them better traction on
the rocks.

*if | had to give rock clirbers one
pizce of advice,” said Sharon
Slanex, a rogk climbing instructer
for Vedical Ventuses, and the pasi
three years with SOLAR, *it would
be to not nush out and spend a $1C0
on rock climbing s10es.”

What is appealing abcut thes shoes
is that they have a snugger fit, stay
slose to your foot and have a stickisr
rubber sole. As compared to n
athietic shoe, the rock climbirg
shoes enahla you: foot to “stick" ‘o
the rock a lot better, and your faot
doesn't 1ull ofl the edges as much.

“They don't know how te use the
shoes" explains Sharon. ‘Sur2, you
can stand on 1 com. edge, but you
have to learm how to JO that - how
tc plaze the foot to get il so it sticks.
Its all 1echnique. you can't ieam
technques ovemight. It comcs with
climbing.”

Cne of the misconceptians of a lot
of people, is that they think they
have to run oul @ buy specialy
equipmert in ordar to do the sport
right,

“You leamn better dalance and betler
techniques withoul the climbing
soes, “ said Sharon.

How dedicated 2 perser is to the
spart and how much they climb are
the two mast important faciors when
considering when il s time to huy
rock climbing shoes. Sharon
suggests that experienced Ttuck
climcers buy their own hamess
hefore they irves: in the shoes.



Letters .
The following letter was receivea by
The Ray from rormer members 8ob
and Mary Lou Armodr.

cllo to all aur SCLAR friends from
:he mountains. it hes bean 5 years
since we attended cur jast SOLAR
meeting. Ve lefl Michigan n June
of 1989 and moved to Vail, Colorado
as some of you will remember, Afier
receiving our last SOLAR newsletter
{which we still “ead faithfully}, we
decided thal it might e nice to
update our many frierds on the
wiielabouts of the ArmoLr's.

We couldnt be happier, this is a
wonderful place to live Vail is a
great mountain town at E000 ft. For
those o' you that are sKiers, know
Vail. But the summers in the
mountans have been a most
wonderul surprise for us  The
weather is warm during the day, cool
at night, and little hurmnidity. We also
appreciate the lack of bugs,
especidlly after all those years of
fighting the mar-eal.ng Mmosqyuitos in
Micnigan.

We are both teaching skiing in the
winier morths. We have been
averaging about 130 hours in a
season on aur boards. During the
summer Bob is doing a little
excavation work, and Mary Lou
works at the Vail Golf Cltb, We
wrok only 4 days a week, which
leavesplenty of time to do &ll those
activities thet the  woderful
mo.niains 1ave to offer. Many of
those activities we introducad t> us
by SOLAR. We fondly remember all
the trips to Rattlesnake. {in fact,
many cf you know it was 01 ore of
those trips we decidad to gel married
(13 years ago).

We have put o use many of the
skills that we learmed with SOLAR.
We have belonged to Vail Mountair
Rescue for 5 years We have been
on many missions, most with happy
endings. YWe have been credited
wit1 several saved lives.

We have done lots o° training with
mountain rescue, including some
work with the Air National Guard,
You should see us rappe ou: of a
helicopler. And we still remember
our very first rappel off the edge at
gGrand Ledge. Eob is now one of
the Board of Directers for Vail
Mountain Reszue. Me is one of our
trainers. He is dlsu involved with
certifying other teams in the Rocky
Moundian region.

This life change has sfforded us the
opporunily ic see many wornderful
places, and meet 50 many hew
frnends. Eut we sili fondly
remember our days with SOLAR,
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ard the many firends we made. If
ycur travels ever bring you 10 the
Rocky Mountains, please feel free o
look us up. Our best 10 all of our
SOLAR friends.

BOB & MARY LOU ARMCUR

{EDITOR'S NOTE: Thanks for the
geat jetlerl | hope that my group
coming to the Rocky Mountain
National Peark wil have an
opportunity to  me=t you DOth.
Please rall with your number
heforehand to (313) 420-2175 - Loni
Love SO we Imay eel')
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Upcoming Event

Huron River
Canoeing

Saturday June 25. we will cande the
Huron River, from Mexter to Ann
Arbor (about 4 hours). Thisis a lazy
stretch of the 1iver and we should
see lols of birds, turtles and herons.
We'll eat lunch on the river {you
bringit}. Forsupper, we'lleatin Ann
Asbor, wait for dark, ihe participate
Ir the 1994 Ann Arbor Summer
Festival Top of the Pak, at the
Power Center in Ann Arbor,

Cost will oe about $10 for canoeing
and a Vernors. Contact Jmm Gilhix at
851-5289 for more information.

Upcaming vent

4th Annual Fossil
Hunting
Hike/Picnic

Juin us Surday Juy 17 for this
unique outing for your family or
yourself. See beauliful woods,
exciting waterfalls, wal< down a
fossil strearn and swim in the Huron
River in Arkona Ontanp (about 2
hours from Royal Ock}). l've
sponsored this irip the past three
years and everycnc always has tons
of fun; its a day to remember! We
will tour *heir museum, share a pot-
luck tunch {anout 1:33) then go fer a
hike which begins under their 35 faot
watetfali, daown the stream 10 the
fossil fields. This is @ FREE 1rp and
open to all. Ccntact Jim Gilfix at
8515289 for more information.
{Bring ycur own Vemors.|

The Jim Gilfix Page

acalection of wods...

he was...tlinded, the sun is...brght, a siar
1 1re cobr of..death. life the ¢alor of..
. WHITE

he sun is hal, the pavemert is hat, \he air is
hat. tn lhe stillness, the gir cracked, tha sky
rpped, the thunder roared. & fell, it danced -
in the sunlight, it danced - n the darg, it
metted intc the com and wheat.

alp, Mip bubbie, he bked taday, eary, she
slimbed, later. they ran, these s.0.|.a.rites.
she sat in the tub. sweat ran down hes chin,
she puled the plug, blip, blip, bubble, Eubble.

nig day was hard, his life had tired him. his
body is yxing, s spirtt is old. he [ooked
forward ta ths day, isaving the city, driving
\he boat. fighting the curren:. he anchored at
the cave, he listened to the silence, he baited
the hook... a fish jumped

she raised her kds, cleaned the hausa, fed
them 2Il, sacrificed, sacrificed,..she anived at
the cottage, the porch. Ihe chair, e
fake... the [ake.. yessses, she smiled,
adrrired herself in the mérrar, and sniled
again.. the lake waited, it was clean, coxl,
fresh...wet

i¥ meted irto Lhe cosr and wheat
I~ draived aut of ihe tub.
fish jumped | IT.
the Lake...IT was
WATER

the dolphin swam the tides, t mowed
gracetul, aqike, flukl, and when it needzd lo. il
was solft, © patrolled ihe oceans, the valleys.
the cliffs. the vaterways, sometmes it rose
up, broke (he surface, arched ds back anc
jurmped and few..until it anded, and the
Svim camtinued...

they hung on as they rose over the rocks,
bounced past :he trees, lumbled over the
falls, crashed threw the tight
passage.. Hinded, hol..these were
£.0.13.r.ites. . teaving Lhe city.. smiled, and
smiled again . they were.. .RAFTING.

WHITE WATER RAFTING was all this ard
more - ihanks Joh for setting this up'
- @ review by Jin Gilfix

Upcoming Event / Class

{dentify
Butterflies Class

More than 1000 species of
butlerflies and maths ean be found
in North Ameri¢a, rorth of the U.S. -
Mexivyu border Some are 30 rare
and occupy solimiled a range that a
great deal of lime, effort and travel
weuld be necessary for most af us t4
view them. Bul there are many
butternies that are comimon and
widespread that we can fnd them
almost year round. Because of ther
daylime presence, butterfiies ame
generally spotted more frequently
that other moth species, tut rmoths
can be found in the same areas.
Come learn more about butterflies
on September 11, when we will hold
our first Butterfly Class at Pt. Pelee
National Park. We'lt meet zt the
nature center just in time for their
Monarch migration. it's said ther are
milllons of Monaichs this ime of
year. For those who like to camp,
canoe, hike, fiy kites, see the surf,
wateh birds, cnjay sunsets, have a
fire and roast marshmeliows,
Camping on Sept. ¢ in the
groupcamping  spol.  Camping
$°0.00, class is another $15.00 for
ttee handouts, a butterly book and a
Vemnors. Sign up in July and August
SDOLAR meetings. Contact Jim
Gilfix for more infarmation 851-
5289,

Upcoming Event

Underwater
Scavenger Hunt

Cn August 19-21, in the Walcerloo
Area, for a yet undeteraned sum,
open to 30 members, come on the
first ever trip of its kind frr SOLAR.
Scuba diving, snorkeling, games,
campng, lgisure hikes, mountain
biking and ail around fun... call J'M
al 851-5289.




beach was down the bluff and this is
tke one | chose. The others opted to
fight their way down into a pot-hole
and out the front side. My way was

probably  easier, bt  more
treacherous. Theirs was safer. but
teugher going. Ve ptanned to meet
al the opesning of the pot-hole, but
trat tumed out 10 be difficult to find
from down below, so after waiting for
ahoit 20 minutes or 80, | Jecided to
head down the beach. | stopped for
lunich and W fGler waler anc Mike
and Karen passed me, and Kieth
stopped and made his own lunch.

Before long, we passed Mike and
Karen again wh2 deciged that a
break was probab:y @ good idea after
al. Asit :urned out, going along the
beach was far from casy. The
stones were conlinually shifting
under our feet and the sun was
mercless with anly occzsinral
siumps and deadfall to provide
snade. |l was ondy a few inches on
the map, bu. we ended up doing
aboui 4 miles of this. ! was the first
te roach the Mileski Place where we
had planned to camp for the night,
only 10 find it alrealy pretty well
popu ated with other campes ad
racccons. When the others arnved
they decided to camp up the trail a
bit and this time it was me w10
decided to keep moving. | found a
nice spot up in the pines aboul three
miles on.

So in the moring | walked cul. |
passed on, Brian and Hatey’s
camp again and got to the Island
village quite early. | decided to drop
Fack and take a shoit hike in 1o the
cld orchard shown on my map. a
couple miles roung trip.

| returned to the village to find a
group Qf people huddled around
Rita, the last private resident nf the
Island. Several of us boLght a copy
¢f her beok and she auleyiaphed it
for us,

Thers’s not much left to tell. The

boal rde back was jusl as calm as
the nde over. We stopped at sorme
of thc shops on tha pier and bought
smoked fish al Carlson’s then drove
hame.

Thanks, Mike. for putting together
this trio and giving me the chance to
get back in focus on North Manitou
Island

Upcoming Event

Its Rattleshake
Time Again

Its that time of year again, when
SOLAR goes to Mikkon Ontario's
Rattlesnake Provincial Park to climb
on the ¢lifts, hike and bike the trails,
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swm in the Kelso Lake and eat too
mich. You have to have taken the
SOLAR rock climbing class to
participate in tha! pcriion of the
weekend. ’

Normally. the weekenc trips wli be
planned for the first waekend afler
the General Membership meeting.
That would be June 10-12, July 6-10
and the season finale on August 5-7
featuring the Licycle till climb and
camp cook-off. Cantact Jim Young
at 726-8253 for more information.
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About the Ray

The Ray iea monthly pubhcalnn  of the SOLAR Club and is
pravided free of charge to the curtent dues pad memters, “or
thoea members who mowve wriside af 4 200 mile radivs of ihe
Detroit Are2 and would like to centinue recaiving The Ray, a
$5.00 annual subscriphon A wil be charged to cover mailng
csts.

DEADLINE for The Ray is the Friday after she genera mesting
far the following mantYs adition  Contribisions in the form of
comments, rip reparts, redpes. photos of original arikles are
weleoma. Send all eantributions 10 Lori Love. RAY Edior,
42257 Old Pond Crcle, Plymouth, M} 48170 orcall Loni
M 4N2175 or write Steve Gardner. RAY co-Editar, 10024
Borgman, Hunlington Woods M| 48070 or call Steve at
S47-43G8

Meeting Location
The pipnss of the SOLAR Club s to promate end advance
nterest In the outdoors thraugh infomation and paticipaian.
Mactings are hakd on the first Tussday of the month at Ihe
Colory Hall, located at 21780 Evergreen Rd. in Southfield,
between AR A Mile Roads at 730 PM SHARP. Membership
dues are $20.00 per indivsasal and $35.00 per family.

SOLAR CLUB
PO BOX 2438
SOUTHFIELD M1 <B03}

STEERING COMMITTEE

Presigert Cindy Hamison / 441-3613
Vice-Presidert ... Dan Martin ¢/ 957-2912
Selratary ... AuraMartn / 9372313
Treasurer .... <aren Fox 3809257
Acivities ... eslie Cohan ! S47-5626
Membership sharan Stueh 7 5A5-3000
* June Legars / 366-8788
Equipment Julie Statiguse 4717444
Byiaws Mike Felx ' 441-9613
Education. Jhm Young / 726-82350
BOLARRAY i e Lori _ee Lave /420-2175
“Steve Gardner ! 5474908
* Juia Gardon / 432-1769
Mistorian Jutin Gulas ¢ S74-0242
Programs ... Margaret Marlin/
At Large ety e SOBN | IctunGer ¢ 377-2377
Debby Campoall [ 328-5303 Bob Westbrook  358-3627
Joan Govan f 356-352T Mo Delmance ¢ 220 8283

Lamy Martin @ 581-2856
AlFyiak/ B82-7614

Bill Hahangis / 669-1911
Jesa Hading / 3755268

*Not elécted but Senang BN Te SUb-Commiittes: iruicated
If you would like to assist with any of the above positions. callthe appropriate
commigtee chairperson.
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