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Review

Haunted
Halloween at
Bald Mountain

By: Steve Gardner

Mionight. The full moon rises over
the ragged evergreens Lo saine on
a tombstone. A skeleton rises
from his grave wilh a violn. He
tunes up his fiddle and begins 10
play summoning all the -estless
spidts on this All-Hallows Eve. Let
the Danse Macabre begin}

S0 maybe It wasn't quite ihat
dramatc, but i was cenainly that
much fun and more. The fun
started on Friday sftcmoon as the
decorating crew armived and put
the State Park cabin into the
proper atmosphere | arived to
find Leslie ithe trip planner), Gene,
and Jefl pulling the f(nishing
touches on the decorations. As |
walked in the door, | was preeted
by pcals of maniacal laughier from
the flcor mat. Sewveral olhers
arrived (more laughter) and we
played saveral rcends of UNO
before retiing for the evening.
Still more amived (Inuie laughte)
after we had gone 15 hed.

In the moming. more people
starled showin¢ up {more laughter)
for the days activiies 2ven as we
we'e gefting breakfast topether.
Planned for the day were hiking
and biking, followed by the
pumpkn carving, 10 be judged
aicng with costumes that eévening.

The costume contesi was awarded in

scyeral categodes. Winners were:
Funniest - Pam Claydon {Lamp);
Scariest - Steve Garaner (M.
Mephistopheles); Aast Owver-al
Runner-up - Laury Morrson (Witch;,
and Best Over-all - Huw Evans (Borg).
Huw’s Barg cutfil was nothing short ¢f
remarkable, complele with flashing red
eye piecs and built in back-packer's
trowel. The pumpkin przes went 10:

I Funniest - Marjarét  Marlin,
Scariest - Teresa Savarino, and
Best - Jm Gilfix. The Apple

Bobbing wes won by a relucianl
Julia Gordon with a time of 2
seconds flat.

After the contests, we ‘ead scarry
stortes (The Raven) and played
games (Twister,. We alsc paid a
“TricK-0-Treat” call or the
bicyclists in the other Kevorkian
Cabin. They were amazed at our
costumes; we get a laugh out of the
chalk outline on the flgor and the
*Crime Scene” tape.

Thanks, Leslie, for a great and
memorabte trip. Hupe to see more
SOLARids there next year!

This picture wonldn't lonk much dif‘erent if it were printed in cclor. All of
ihese costumes were mainly black and white. In spite of this, notice that
no twa are even the same sort of idea.




Upcoming Event

Join the SOLAR
Ski Team!

Join the SOLAR Ski Team for
the VASA Cross-Country Ski Race
in T-averse Cily on Fcbruary 12,
©894.

You may renall last year's VASA,
we had 14 SOLAR members attend
lhe VASA wilh five sking in the
race. These skiers were all awarded
tropries at the SCLAR meeting.
The VASA offers competitions for
distances of 45 or 27 kilometers,

cassic {diaganal stride) or freesiyle
(skating) skiing, or 8 12 kilomeler
fun race (potr treestyle ard Classic).
New this year will be a 45K relay
race with 5-person teams with each
person skiing between 5.5K and
13K.

The clnh would like to sponsor at
least one, if not more SCLAR relay
learns in the VASA this year (the
club pays the eniwy fee of $75 per
team:. If you are nterested in skiing
on a SC_AR relay tzam, or being
on the SOLAR Ski Team ‘or an
navidual rase 45K, 27K, 12K),
contact Cindy Harrison at 722-2994.

ACTIVITIES CALENDAL

8 Wednesday Noel Night

December
Some Day WJIR Christmas Sing Along
JOWNowT; «udan Gouvan (356-3627)
7 Tuesday General Membership Meetng 7:30P.M.
colony Hall, Southfield; Joan Govan (356-3627)
8 Wedneaday Enjoy Michigan Winters Class

Dave Jones {722-8178)

Cindy Harvison (722-3944)

11 Saturday Toledo Zoo Trip
Leslie Conen (547-5626)
11-12 Weekend Winter Practical
Dave Jones (722-8178)
January
4 Tuesday General Membership Meeting 7:30 P.A.
Colony Hall, Southfield; Joan Govan {356-3627)
5,12 Wednesdays Enjoy Michigan Winters Class
Dave Jenes (722-8178)
16 Sunday Cross-Country skiing clinic Forbush Comers
or wherever there's snow; Dave Jones (722-6178)
21-23 Weekend Winter Practical

Dave Jenes (722-8178)

If you would like to fielp plan or lead a SOLAR trip or activity, please
contact Julie Stohigrosz at 471-7344.

Mike and
Cindy's
Hawaiian
Wedding
Adventure

For our adveniuresome SOLAR
friends who are interested in
joining us in Hawaii next summer,
here's the Readers Digest versicn
of our plan.

Wa'il leave Detroit on .June 8, 1984
and return home June 27th. By tte
way, all are invited for the enlile Lip
{however, we are ge:ting our own
rgoms, cabins, ient, elc.) We'll fly ‘o
Monolulu, ©Gahu and slay n Waikiki
the first 2 nights. “he wedding is on
8/10 at 4:30¢ p.m. in a privaie
tropical garden next ta the heach in
Waimranalo, Ozhu. Following the
wedding we're gllending a Luau in
WaikKi.

For the next wesk wa'll be ¢n the
islan¢ of Kauai. We're takng a
Zsxdiac boal trip to the end of
tre Katalau Trail on the Na Pali
Coasl. “his trail is described
as "tie best backpacking twail in
Hawaii" with rugged diffs, rain
foresls, beaches, waterfalls, river
valleys. caves, ete. We'll spand 4
days backpacking this trail. Next,
we’ll go to Kokee State Park, stay in
rustic cabins (free camping 1S
available), and day hike the
viamicea Canyon (3000 fl. dcep
"Grand Canyon of the Pacific*} and
the Awaawapahi Trail (@ 1¢ mtle
long, all-day hike described ss "“the
pest hiking trail in Hawaii' with
incrediple vistas, etc.).

The second week we're going to
ssend on the island of Maui.
First.  backpacking into  the
laleakala Crater (tor the "votcano
{See Hawaii, pag= 3)




(Hawaii, contd. from page 2)
experience™) and staying in back-
country cabins (free camping also
available here) for 3 days in
Haleakala Naivpnal Park., Nexl, &
day irip on horseback along Maui's
Hana Coast. Then. a couple days at
Waianapanapa State Parc staying
in ther cabins (also free camping
avallable) and doing day hikes
and scenic drives around Hang,
Waimoku Falls, ard the
Waianapanapa/Hana coastline.

veve planned in a day to go
snorkeling. or to the beach (you
can't go 1 Hawaii without 2 day
of basic sun worshiping). Then,
back to Oahu for the last two
days to possibly go hang gliding
{Mike's idea) and other tourist
sluff like shopping, night life,
whalever. We leave for home on
Sunday night 8/26 and armrive in
Detroit on Monday around noon.

We've spent the last three months
researchiny all 1he possibie
things to do in Hawai for SOLAR
types like ourseives and this is what
we've come up with for wus,
however, there ae lots of other
options depending on whal your
paticular interasts are, incliding
mountain biking, kayaking, scuba
diving, ithe Don Ho show, stc.

Those of you interested in mors
details, estimated costs, and how
1o make arrangements, give us a
call al home at 722-3894, or talk
to us at a SOLAR meeting. Aloha.

In Profile

Hauw Evane

Royal Oak
31 years 0. Never married. No kids.

Aadress:
Personai:

MG: What's your name” (asked at the Halloween party)
HE: Huwr.
MG: No, what's your real name?
HE:  No, really, my name is Huw.

(Editor's note: Huw, came as Huw, a BORG fram Siar Trek - The
Next Generation and won first placs for Best Costume.)
MG: How lcng dki ittake 1o make thal costume?
HE: Just one avening. | have {ots of junk al home.
MG:  What do you do for fun?
HE: Ever since | moved to the US, | have really gotien inlo skiing. )
focus on downnill. | also have dene some snow boarding. Thraugh skiing,
) have traveled throughoul the United States inclucing Colorado,
Moniana, New Mexico and Vermont. ) [ove to travel. Sometimas, 111 jusi
jump in a car and drive somewhere. ) had a real good trip this summer to
Scuth Dakota, Colorado ard Wah.
MG: And that was unplanned?
ME: Yes. | had no ideawhere | was going in advance. | took 2 weeks
and went backpacking in the Porcupines, the Badlands and Dinosaur
National Park. Going to these piaces is a good opgortunity to practice my
photography skills. Someday, I'm looking forward 15 having my own
darkroom,
MG: Where is the favorite place you've visited?
HE:  The best place I've been skilng in the Lnited States is
Breckenrioge, Colorado. My favorite city is Charleston, S.C. One of my
favorite places that I've been to with SOLAR was a trip to the Au Sable
Rivear.
MG: You mentioned you moved 1o the US. Where was {hat from?
HE: | am originally from Wales. Later | wert to school in Ergland. In
1088, | was offered a job hare by the company | worked for. | came for &
months and stayed for & ysars. After the 6 monihs, they opened an office
in Troy and asked me 10 stay. I've been here ever since and probably plan
1o stay pemrmarently.
MG: What do you do for thal company?
HE: | am an autemative engineer, | do struttural analysis on various
systems and parts. We do a variety of things like simulating crashes and
analyzing stee‘ing columns for vibralion.
MG:  So, other than work, why d.d you slay in the United Stales?
HE: There's not enough snow in England.
MG: Do you pian on becoming a US citizen?
HE: I'm nol sure. | can't hecome a citizan for 5 years after getting my
green card, so | don't really think about that much right now.

{See In Profile, page 5)




Tech-Tips

By Kathfeen Spring

Looking for a Holiday gifi for your
“ouldoors' friend? Here's a list ot
inexpensive gifts that can give your
friend hours of comfcrt and lots of
pleasant thoughts aboul you. Listed
are some clugs as 1o what makes
one product different from another.

Socks ($4-$11}

This cld favaorite is the eyuivalent of
the infamous "Christmas tie". The
current thaory is 10 wear two pair of
socks to reduce friction and remove
more sweat. This means a thin
inner sock and & thicker out SGCK.
Liner sock: Polypropylene is
lightweight and wicks away
maislure. It should be worm with an
over-sock.

Wool: Ragg wool socks are ihe
traditional choice (85% woal).
Nylon blend reinforcement

increases durabllity amnkl keeps its

shape. It absorbs perspiration anad
reduces friction. [t works moisture
uoward along its fibres and

d:ssipates it into the air,

Cotten: Thisis used for less aclive
sparts,

Wet Weather Sock: Gore-Tex or
V/IcK-Dry are preferred to keep feet
dry in wet conditions. These are
good for people allergic to wool.
Some people find them too warm.

Gloves: ($5 to $30)

Lightwaeight liner: Polypropylens
or wcking polyester which draws
moisiure away from your hamds is
hest. Must be wem under @ warmer
glove 1o prevent clammy feeling.
While they kecp your hands warm
even when wet, they are no warmer
than the much Jess expensive wool
gloves.

Middle layer: Wool biends or
synthetic fleece, acvurdng to the
climate.

Outer shell mittens: Gore-Tex or
tcated nylon are preferred for their
water resistance, and used strictly

tor protection in exireme conditions.
Alternatives: Finger-free gloves for
dexterity.

Skiing: Wicking liner jloves with a
thn outer protectlve layer. Down
mitts are useless when wel, pike
versions are prefeced.

Siretch Gloves, one size fits sll
($1.50): stick a pair or tow in a
Christmas sock and tell them 1o
stick one In each af their winter coat
packels. It's a2 welcome discavery
when you stick ycur hands in your
pcckels because of a sudden drop
in temperature.

Stuff Sacks ($8-$30)

Protect your down jackets or
sleeping bays from rain  and
urnecessary wear anc tear, or your
camera and other gear while
canoeing. They are light weight and
usually come in severat sizes. You
skould buy one sightly larger than
your sleeping bag because is
harder to stuff it when camping than
i your living reoom. Most have a
drawsring closure wilh a dust flap
and a handle.

Added fegtures: Taped saams. roll
top closure (for river trips}, a strap
to connect it w olher packs, light
urethane coalings. A compression
sack has a strap that allows you to
cinch it down to 80% of its full size,
Or you can give 8 box of Glad
Bags|

SOLAR
Holiday Party

Following the Dscember Gencral
Membership Meeting, stay and
share some holiday cheer at tne
SOLAR holiday party. Wa'll hava a
D.J. spinning your favorite dance
tunes, plzza and pop. You are
welcoms to bring yvour own alcohalic
beverage, if you wish. We are
asking for SOLAR members te bring
canned food goods to the party
which we are goirg to donate to one
of the shelters in Detroit. See you
there.

Upcoming Event

1994 VASA

Classic

The SOLAR Clubk once again begins
planning for the VASA ski weekend
in lraverse CRy. The dates uie
Frday. Fsbruary 11 to Sunday,
February 13, 1894, We'd like 10
repeat the plar from previous years
and stay al the Days Inn in TC
which has suites 1hat slegp Six 10 3
rnom. Cindy Harrison is laoking fcr
some help in planning this event so
please give her @ call. For ihose
inierested in skiing in the race on
Saturday, she has race forms and
information. Far everycne else
interested in coming along to ski at
other areas around TC, assist
and/or cheer on the SOLAR ski
teamn, or otherwise find winter fun
and adventure in Mortham
Michigan, call Cindy al 722-3994 for
further information

Review

November at
Nordhouse

By: Steve Gardner

Okay. it wasni the best attended
event of the year, but we had fun
anywsy. arived Friday aflemoon
and set up my pavilion (hey, we
were car camping, you take the
\uxuriest) and it was nice 10 have a
wanm place (i took a heater, 130} to
cook snd get out of the weather. |t
did snow some but we had no real
accumuiation.

Saturday involved several “day
taps™ of varyiag lenghts and dinner
in town at Armedo's, a Pzza /
Mexican / Bowling alley sorl of
place.

Sunday moming, | struck 1ne
Pavilion and went cown to Lake
Michigan for one last look. 1 said
guod bye and the Lake waved.




Upcoming Event

SOLAR Goes to
the VASA

The SOLAR Clulr once again begins
planning for thc VASA sk
weekend in Traverse City. The
dates are Friday, February 11 1
Sunday, February 13, 1894, We"d
like 1o "epeat the plan from
pievious years and stay at the Days
Inn in TC which has suites that
sleep six to a room. Cindy Hamson
is looking for some help in planning
this event so piease give her a call.
For tnose Interesled i skiing in the
race on 3aturday, she has race
foms and informatien.  For
everyone elzc interested m coming
along to ski &l other areas around
TC, assist and/cr cheer on the
SOLAR ski team, or othawise find
winter fun anc adventure in
Northemn Michigan, <all Cindy at
722-3934 for further information.

Upcoming Event

Ski Waxing
Clinic

Dave Bombard has {entatively
scheduled a cross-country  ski
waxing ¢linic on Saturday,
December 180 at 1p.m. at Mike
Felix and Cindy Hamison's house
in Inksier. come to the
Decembe- SOLAR meeting to sign
up.

Upcoming Event

Toledo Zoo Trip

Join SOLAR as we make a tnp
south of the horder lo the Toledo
Zoo for their Huliklay Light display
on Saturday December 11. Plan to
meet at the entrance at 4:30 and go
cut fo- dinner afterwares.
Admission is $3 and parking is $2.
Call _eslie Cohet at b47-5626 for
mare delails.

4%

fin Profile, continuec from page 3)

MG: What do you like most atout SCH AR?

HE: SOLAR has helped me discover new places. I've been to places
in Michigan that people that have lived here all their ives have never
hear | alsnthink it's a great group of people.

MG: Good answer. What SOLAR events have yoL done?

HE: I've done the sock climbing. backpacking, and winter camping
classes. I've done biking, canoeing. backpacking at Pictured Rocks and
in the Allegheny National Forest.

MG: Have you been rock climping al Rattlesnake?

HE:  No, | was applying for green card in 1981 and couldn'l [eave the

country.
MG: Teli me more about ¥YWales
HE: | lived in a small town that was 10 minutes 1o the beach and 15

minutes i ire other direction to the mountains. 1's one of the most
beautiful places |'ve 2ver seen. Everyone in SOLAR that wert 10 Wales
would really love it and wonder why | left.

MG: So, after visiting all these places, why stay in Michigan?

HE: | feel very much 2t home here in Michigan. [t just needs some
more mouniains and it'd be a great place. People don't aways
appreciate how much Mishigan has to offer.

I Beofiio interview hy Michael Garaner
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About the Ray

The Ray is & monthly publication af the SOLAR Club ana is
provided free of charge o Lhe curratt duss paid members. Fer
those membears who move outside of a 200 mile radius of th2
Datroit Area and woutd ke tc comnue receiving The Ray, a
$5.00 arnual subscripikn fee will be charged to cover maikng
costs.

DEADLINE Fer The Ray 15 the Friday after the ganeral meeting
for the following month's edition.  Contrbutions in the farm of
comments, trip raports, recipes, photos or ohiginal articles are
wekome. Send all contnbutons lo. Steve Gardner, RAY
Editot, 10024 Borgman, Huntington Woods, M1 48070 or
cal Steve o GA4T4393E or wnte Lori Love, RAY Edhor,
42257 Cid Pond Circle, Plymouinh, M| 48170 or call Lol &t
428-2175.

Meeting Location

Tha pupase of the SOLAR Club is 1o promote end advance
nterest in tha outdoors through informabon and participatkn
Mestings are beld on the first Tuesday of the month at the
Coony Hall, located at 21780 Evergreen Pd. in Southfield,
betwveen 8 & § Mie Roads al 73 PM SAHARP.
Membership Jues are $20.00 per individual and $35.00 per
family.

SOLARCLUB
PO BOX 2432
SOUTRFIELD M) 48037
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