Review

S.O.LAR.
Members Ski

in the"VASA"

AY CINODY HARRISON

Saluday, Febiuay 131h was the
date fcr ths years VASA Cross-
Country Ski Race in Traverse City.
The VASA is part of the "Great
Amrerican Ski Chase" which is a
senes of national coss-country ski
races feawring marathon and
shorter distances. Skiers from all
over the country participate n
these races, including members of

classic}, myself (12K, classic), and
+uhe Stoligrosz (12K, classic).

Bill took a bad fall afler about 30K and
Fad to drop out of the race with a
sprained wrist. Mike M finished 21st
out of 38 sKiers 11 his age and gander
civieon with a time of 2 acure and 13
seconds. He finished S6th cut of the
T84 men that skied the 2Z2/K treestyte
race.

"April Fool's 11! 1893}

Mike F. finished S0th out of 112
skiers 1 the 1gve with @ time of 1
hour and 30 minutes. He finished
3711 out of :he T4 men that finished
the 12K race. | finished 52nd out of
112 skiers in the race with a ime

of 1 rour, 31 minutes and 30
seconds. | knished 15t out of the
35 women that finished the 12K
racc2 Juhe ‘inished 96th out of 112
skiers in the race with a time of 2
haurs, 1 minute and 40 seconds.
She fhnished 20th out of the 38
wamer that finished the 12K race.

The temperature was akout 25
degrees at race time. There was
(sex YASA, page 2

the U.S. C-oss.Country Ski Team
who travel the country caompering
in races to work toward VWorld Cup
and Olympic recognition.

The VASA, now in it's 17th year,
offers competitions for distances of
45 or 27 kilometers, classic
(diagonal stride) or freestyle
{skating) skiing. or a 12 kilomater
fun race (bcth freestyle and
vlassic), Their ae aso Spainl
races énd youth races associated
with the VASA held on consecutive
days. The weekend o February,
12-14th, Karen Sinclair-Smith aad
lead a trip 1o the 1993 VASA
Fourteen S.Q.L A R.ites met Friday
night and sfayed atthe Days Inn in

Traerse City. five S OLAR.
memnbers skied in th2 race on
Saturday  Bill Stanley (45K,

freestyla), Mike Maznnebach (27K,

freestylz), Mike Felix (12K

Who is this
masked
"downhill”
skier?

We never thought
we'd see he Jday
that owr own Mike
Mannebach, hard-
core S.OLAR.
Cross-country

skier, would tumn
from the traile to
the slopes; but
here's proof!
{Photo: Karen
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Upcuming Event

Hike, Bike
and Bird-
watch

Ah, Springl If you've bren waiting
for months for a ckance to get
outside  withoul the need of
muaklu<s, here's your chance.

Cindy Harrieon has put tegether a
trip to the Pinery Provincial Park in
Canada for Saturday Apnl 24. Yve
can Bike. Hike, go to the keach,
stunt kite bird-watch, etc. We'll
probadly go to dinner n Grard
Bend, just north of the park.

So bring your own lunch, sracks.
drinks and all the stuff you'll need to
do the above activities. Rerngmber,
you're going to Canada so bring
your identification. For more
information and directions call
Cindy at 231-2804.

(Purgatory, cont'd from page 3)
votes to wait a while ¢ we Siop
anyway at gas statior number four.
Everyone takes care of business
and estocks or pop and other
goodies. Tom is the last one in so
we hide his potato chips. Kathy
transfers them to a pastic bag and
gves Tom his empty cne. Tem
looks motally wounded.

500 Jeff and Kathie are in the back
seat playing Cuchre with Kim and
Tom. iLaura and | are kniting chain
mail iif you need to know, ask us).
Maria, Kathy, and | isa are probing
Kevin's inner psyche. Hey, look.
Its snowing. Kevin sluws down to
be sz2fe. Maria gves in and ietums
Tom's chips

600 The snow is gelting pretty
intense s0 we stop at gas station
numher five to take a oresk and

qive Kevin a chance to stretch. The
attendant tells us &ll this s1ow has
fallen in the past three days and
that its an hour tc Cellingwood in
good weather. We have a little fun
with the bathroom light switches
located in the hailway.

7:45 WE'RE HERE! Maria goes to
check us in. VWe're supposed to be
in condos 103, 201, and 203. We
drive around to tre buildings and
Kim stolls inte 1C3, "Hi, are you
with SOLAR?" No... oogs wrong
building.

915 We get to the 'ight building
and the right condos and sette in.
Let's iake the van into town for
dinner

10:30 Back to ‘'he condos,
Siuzanne and Natalie have been
here a2ll day and praise the cross-
couniry conditions. John and Marik
armive and complain about the
roads Yeah, yeah we know.
Everyone goes upstairs to bed. |
stay up w wait for Leslie and Pam
who are arnving late, and 10
continue my chain mail (agan,
you'll have to ask).

Z:30 am. | wake up from the gouch
and let in Pam and Leshe and they
complain about the roads. Yeah,
yeah, etc. Mi<e rode up with them
and is stayirg in a local motel
stairs ... bed ... sleep.

8:00 Satuday. We get up, we ski;
Its great.

7:30 p.m. The group dinner in 103
consists of Pizza salad, end pop.
Afterwards we go over to the main
lodge for dancing and more
sociakizing, than back to tha condos
fcr fireplaces and champagne.  Alt
in all, it was a most excellent way to
spend a Saturday

7:30 a.m. Surday moming everyoné
hastles to get packed for the loag

ride home. A few die hards,
including Maria. Jet, Marilynn and
Hue, hit the slopes again despite
the worsening weather. It seems a
frorl i» maving in and we'll be
driving home though the heart of it.
Joy.

The trip home took us ten hours
through snow and firezng rain.
Despite the long drive times,
everyone was glad they went anc¢
would like to extend thanks to Maria
for arranging some truly wonderful
skiing and to Kevin, whose driving
was nothing short of hercic. Too
bad you can't plan ski t'ips when its
90 degrees and sunny. Hey! | bet
you could backpack on the Blue
Mountain cross-country trails ...

Upcoming Event

WHITE
WATER
RAFTING

Or Memonal Day weekend, May 28
through 31, SOLAR will be heading
to the New Rwver in Wasel Virginia
for white-water rafting. The river is
located near Fayetteville and we'll
be going eight to a rafl with a Juide
for a full day trip or Sunday.

Plan on tent camping for the three
mights as well as hiking and biking
nn Saturday

Cosl of the weekend is §120 per
person, due in three $40 monthly
installments in March, April and
May. The cost includes the rafting,
camping for theee nights and
preakfast, lunch and dinner on
Sunday.

More information and directions will
be availatie at the April meeting or
call Mike Felx at YU8-1981. See
wvnil an the River!
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(VASA, contd from page 1;

only a cougle ©f tnches of snow on
top of a base @f 1ze which mrade
some of the mils rather reacheraus.
: discovered a definte disacvaniage
of sking cassc style in the 12K
race IS that alf the 45K and 27K
fiwestyle skiers tha: start first have
no mercy on the diagonal stride
track. This leaves you to mraneuvel
the best you can withaut a track

Anyway, it was still greal w
compete in my first race and have
the opportunity to "ub elbcws with

some of the top skiers in the
courtry A speclal pat-an-the-back
goes to Mike F. and Julie who not
only compeled in therr first race bul
wenz also beginner skiers this year,
nice going! Also, thanks to the
other SO.LAR members who

came out to cheer us on!

A faw other SO.L AR Res cliuse
more peaceful surroundings to ski
on Saturday, sich as Sard Lake
Quiet Ares and Sleeping Bear
Dunes. Other actvities included
shopping, relaxng n the pool and

IWACTIVITES CALENDAR

#

MAY

1 SATURDAY

ROCK CLIMBING PRACTICAL |, Grand Ledge

Sharon Stanek (565-3080DMA[ Fylak [B52-7574)

4 TJESDAY

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEFTING

Colony Hall, Southfieid, 7.30 p.m.

6 THURSDAY

ROCK CLIMBING CLASS 3

Sharon Stanek (S85-3080)/A) Fylak (BS2-7514)

79 WEEKEND

ROCZK CLIMBING FRACTICAL Il

Rattlesnake Provincial Park, Canada
Sharon Stanek (565-3080)/Al Fylak (852-7514)

2831 WEEKEND

WHITE WATER RAFTING TRIF, New River, WY

Mike Melix (90B-1961)

IF YOU WQULD LIKE TO HELP PLAN ANC/OR LEAD A SCLAR ACTIVITY,
PLEASE CONTACT CINDY HARRISON AT 331.2804

Mike Felix (12K classic style}

AFRIL

3  SATURDAY

GRAND LEDGE ROCK CLIMB

Al Fylak (852-7514;

8  TUESDAY

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP VMEETING

Coony Hall, Seuthiield, 7.30 p.m.

13 TUESDAY

ETHNIC DINNER Celebrate Opening Oay

in Tigertown, Julie Stoligrosz (454-9361)

18 SUNDAY

HCOWELL NATURE PRESERVE

Pam Claydon (220-5436)

22,29 THURSDAYS

ROCK CLIMBING CLASSES 1&2

Sharon Stanek (565-3080)/Al Fylak (852-7514)

24 SATURDAY

BIKE, HIKE & BIRDWATCH, Pinery Provingial

Park, Canada, Cindy Hamison (331-2804)

28 WEDNESDAY

WHIKLYBALL, Whirlyball West, West Bloomlizid

Julie Stoligrosz (454-9361)

jacuzzi, and attending the VASA
awards ceremony

Dinner on Saturday night at The
Ermbey restaurant was a glorious
feasi. We enjoyed such delights as
king crab, lobster, pnme fib, end
decadert desserts (good chaoice
Karen!) After dinne", some of ‘he
group went off [ gance the night
away with the Chisel Brothers;
others returned o tie hotel to kick
sack

Sunday morning, we all bid dur
farewelle and headed toward
horre Some of the group car-
pooled to Wildeiness Valley near
Gaylord for more cross-country
skiing. Thanks to all for another
great S.0.L.AR. evant.

At the Apnl S.O.LAR. General
Meeting, trcphies will be awarded
to the five members of the "1983
S OLAR. SKi TEAN" In
recogniton of terr participation m
the VASA. Next year, its the 27K for
me! How akbout you?

S.OLAR SKI TEAM M TFE 1993
VASA!

Bill Stanley (45K freestyic)

Mike Mannebach (27K freestyle )

Cindy Harrison (12K classic style)
Julie Steligrosz (12K classic style)

This was Julie's, Mike Fenx's and
Cindy's first VASA race and Mike
and Julie were also beginner skiers
this yesdr.

Flash! Late breaking news just
in! Karen Sinclair-Smith and Mike
Mannehach came down with 2
case of engagement on this trip
and will be happily ever-aftenng
tagether! Congratulations!



"Membarsnip dias are 520.00 per individual and $30.00 par -

About the Ray

The Ray s 3 montty puslication of the S.OL.AR Clu> and
is provided fres of charge to the curent dues paid meners.
Far thase members who move autsde o° a 2(Q mil2 radus of
the Detrat Area and woud ke te cantnwe 1evemny e Ray.
a 3500 annual subscnption fee wil be charged to cover
mailriy cusls.

DEADLINE far the Ray is the Friday after the generas
meding for the follosmng montt's edlion  Connbulions 1 the
form of comments. tap repons, recipes. photos ar onginal
artides are welcomz. Send all contribuions to:  Lon Love,
RAY Editor, 324 Catalpa, Royal Qak, Ml 4¥067 or cal Lon
@ 398-5773 or Steve Gardner, RAY Editor @ 5474993

Meeting Location

The purpese of the G.D.LAR.. Club is ta prcmote and
agvance mterest in the outdoors thraugh nformation and
partipation. Meetngs are held on Ure first Tuesday of the
menth at the Colomy Hall. located a 21780 Evergreavt Rd,_mn
Soultifiel), between B &9 Mie Roads il 7.30 PN SHARP.

famiy.

" " SI0LAR.CLUB
PO BOX 2433
SOUTHFELD M 4B037

PCOPLE WITH AITITUADESN

President e e e eeieenieemnnne o A FylAK S 852-7514
Vice-Presicent e e e i e e . Jess Harding S 375.526E
Secretary .. .1aurs Bawman / 960-1516
Treacirer . Joan Govan 7 3565-36827
Attnitiss Cindy Hamson ¢ 331.2804
Membershp .... Mana Picano / 420-3423
Equpment .. . Sharon Stanek / 565-3080
Bytaws ... . BHl Stanley ¢ 283 1073
Education. .....Cave Jones / T22.8178
S.0LAR Ray ...lori Lea Love /3985774
Steve Gardner s 5474988
Historan Pam Moxey / 8874552
2 Lasge Jaan Hettinger ¢ 3772377

Debby Campbel { €26-5300
3ob Westhrook / 356-3627
Mue DeFranve 1 220-8263
Larry Martn / 591.3856
8ill Hahangis ¢/ 989-1911
Peg Camphell s 3441264
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