
  
 
Mental meandering by SOLAR historian 

We will dig into our archives and ponder on the past and present minutia of our club…..Welcome to Mike’s mad mad world 
of run on sentences and mental meandering …… vol. 5 

Reoccurring themes that pop into my mind are club activities and how it doesn’t seem like we are doing as many as in the 
past and how things are not like in the good old days….this set of ramblings touch on those ideas. 

SOLAR Ray of Hope 

Things are not as big as they used to be, or are they? We often are misguided by our memories and initially in discussions we 
complain that there is not enough participation, never enough contribution, but in reviewing the late 1980’s archives of our 
club newsletter, the SOLAR Ray, I found that typically a double sided 8 ½ x 17 inch paper was all that was put out. There were 
recurring columns on trips and bush craft and manufacture reviews, often from only a few contributors. This content ebbs 
and rises with member participation and activities being promoted or reviewed also was a major portion. Insightfully they 
were not all big trips and included wine and cheese tasting, adventure eating at ethnic restaurants and a lot of bike riding.  

In the past few years the Ray has grown with the electronic publishing and inclusion of pictures but the contributors have not 
really increased substantially. There is a move afoot to better integrate our Ray into the multimedia world of our electronic 
landscape and the ray of hope is that we all can contribute. It is hoped that we will be able to hashtag and link and populate 
the future version of SOLARs newsletter with content that we all produce already but as is the goal of the club to provide a 
forum that we all connect and enjoy this community built about our love for the out of doors.  

Remember Archive issues are available for viewing at our website for inspiration and ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Solid as our membership 

We have membership increase and decrease but while reviewing our club archives, I noticed names and activity of many of 
our long time and current member on our roll.  I have hiked with, Joe, Denny, Carol and so many of the folks mentioned in 
the 1980’s articles, I have enjoyed meal with so many more. I was looking for some item in our past that I could focus on, do 
some type of dissertation, a Thoreau inspired back to the woods commentary and then I found, not only that Thoreau quote 
but also the reason and core of our club that inspires long standing membership and return and activity, our members.  

Specifically in an horary post after two members died, I will attempt to provide pictures for attachment to this missive but 
their description was what I find so attractive to me and my membership today….on a whole, like them SOLAR members 
have a zest for life, they touch many and are positive influences, gentle, upbeat, positive and have enthusiasm and caring for 
others and their world. 

In retrospective, I respectively submit that our club is as solid as its membership, be involved and share your zest. 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s not ALL about food 

Maybe it is…..we spend a lot of time talking and planning and meeting over food. Pot Luck dinners are a SOLAR staple with 
great participation and never will we leave that table hungry. In the spirit of the first two comments in this Past Tents, I 
found a picture of two long standing members from the late 1980s when cooking was much more than speed and 
convenience, boiled bags of reconstructed food stuffs. Yes many of us live on that type of food on the trail but at one time it 
was cut and cook, bake and boil a meal for the team, often one person taking a meal for the days dinner on a hike night. I 
don’t miss the clean up or the heavy pan but the new style doesn’t quite get my mouth to watering like it used to……. 

This picture came from a meal contest centered at Rattle Snake conservation area in Canada – might be a good place to go 
again, doing research for an all Canadian trip…….inspire, do or do not……. 

 

 



 


